
Worship Outline 

November 6, 2022 

 
THIS WEEK AT BRECHIN 
 
Minister:  Tif McNaughton 
Musician:  Tim Weger 
Reader:  Diane Thomas 
Greeters/Welcome Table:  Linda Braid 

 
Welcome and Announcements  

Brechin United is an Affirming Congregation, which is a denominational designation, declaring that 

this is a place where you are loved, in all of who you are, without discrimination based on sexual 

orientation or gender identity, cultural background, ability, age, or economic circumstance.  

 

Land Acknowledgement  

This land on which we gather is the traditional land of the Snuneymuxw people. They have lived and 

thrived here for thousands of years.  We give thanks for the land and its people and we pray that, in our 

worship and our daily lives, we may honour the traditions and respect that is held for this land.  

 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

As we settle in to this space we notice the air, the sounds, the light around us.  

We notice the air, the sounds, the light within us.  

We light this candle, mindful of the presence of Christ in this and all moments. 

 

Gathering Words  

When we come in to this space, we bring all of ourselves.  

We bring joy and hope, dreams and prayers, grief and concern, memories and heartache.  

God meets us here, and in all places.  God hears our prayers and knows us, just as They knew our 

ancestors.  Let us worship God.  

 

Opening Prayer  

God, you know what humanity is capable of.  You know our capacity for empathy and generosity and 

connection with Creation and one another.  You also know our capacity for violent individualism and 

neglect of all that we are a part of.  Stories in scripture alongside the daily news remind us of this, all 

the time.  And yet, there is hope.  There is space to make new choices, to be made new.  You meet us in 

our longing to be changed, and you love us into being.  How grateful we are, for each new day to live in 

your way of peace.  Amen. 

  

Hymn:   VU 716 “My Life Flows On” (vs. 1, 2, 4) 

 
(Words and music:  Robert S. Lowry 1869, alt., Public Domain) 

 

1. My life flows on in endless song,  

above earth’s lamentation.   

I hear the sweet, though far off hymn  

that hails a new creation.   

Through all the tumult and the strife,  

I hear the music ringing:   

It finds an echo in my soul— 

how can I keep from singing? 

 



2. What though my joys and comforts die?   

My Saviour still is living.   

What though the shadows gather ’round?   

A new song Christ is giving.   

No storm can shake my inmost calm,  

while to that Rock I’m clinging:   

since Love commands both heaven and earth,  

how can I keep from singing? 

 

4. I lift my eyes, the cloud grows thin,  

I see the blue above it;  

and day by day this pathway smooths,  

since first I learned to love it.   

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,  

a fountain ever springing:   

all things are mine since I am Christ’s— 

how can I keep from singing? 

 

Theme Time:  Why did Martin Luther choose this time of year to go public with his thoughts on   

 reformation?  

 

Scriptures:  Joshua 3:14-17  The ark of the covenant held the path as the people crossed the river         

        Isaiah 2:2-5        The people are reminded of the peaceful living they are called to  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church  

And let us give thanks  

 

Reflection:  Remembering to live peacefully as we cross sketchy thresholds  

 

Hymn:   VU 676  “God, Make us Servants of your Peace” (vs. 1, 2, 4, 5) 

 
(Words:  Francis of Assisi ca. 1220, para. James Quinn 

Music:  Samuel Sebastian Wesley 1872 

Words paraphrase © 1969 Selah Publishing Co. Inc. 

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 
1. God, make us servants of your peace: 

where there is hate, may we sow love; 

where there is hurt, may we forgive; 

where there is strife, may we make one. 

 
2. Where all is doubt, may we sow faith; 

where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 

where all is night, may we sow light; 

where all is tears, may we sow joy. 

 
 
     4. May we not look for love’s return, 

but seek to love unselfishly. 

For in our giving we receive, 

and in forgiving are forgiven. 

 



     5. Dying, we live and are reborn 

through death’s dark night to endless day; 

God, make us servants of your peace 

to wake at last in heaven’s light. 

 
Offering 

 

Offertory Hymn:  MV 191  “What Can I Do?” 

 
(Words & music:  Paul Rumbolt & Michele McCarthy; arr. Alan C. Whitmore, 2005 

Words & music © by Paul Rumbolt & Michele McCarthy    

www.paulrumbolt.com for information.  UBP., Arrangement © 2005 Alan C. Whitmore   

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 
 

What can I do?   

What can I bring?   

What can I say?   

What can I sing?   

I’ll sing with joy.   

I’ll say a prayer.   

I’ll bring my love.   

I’ll do my share.              (2X)  

 

Prayers of Acknowledgement and Reconciliation 

 

Prayers of the People  

….All this we pray, remembering the prayer Jesus taught to his disciples,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Passing of the Peace 

We greeted one another as we arrived today, and as we prepare for communion let us greet one another 

again, newly aware of the peace of Christ flowing in each of us and the joy of sharing it with others.  I 

invite you to share the peace by saying ‘peace be with you’ to those around you, in these moments 

before our communion hymn.  

 

 

Communion Hymn:   MV 193  “God Bless to Us Our Bread” 

 
(Words:  Bishop Federico Pagura, Argentina:  English trans. John L. Bell; French trans. David Fines, 2005 

Music:  traditional melody, Argentina:  arr. John L. Bell 

Words copyright © World Council of Churches Publications, Geneva, UBP 

English translation and arrangement copyright © 1997, 2007 by WGRG, Iona Community, Scotland, 

 admin. GIA Publications, Inc., excl. N. American agent.  ARR.  UBP.  Music and original Spanish collected by Federico 

Pagura © 2002 World Council of Churches, P.O. Box 2100, CH-1211 Geneva, UBP  

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

 

 

http://www.paulrumbolt.com/


God bless to us our bread,  

and give bread to all those who are hungry,  

and hunger for justice to those who are fed; 

God bless to us our bread. 

 

 In the sacrament of communion, the ordinary things of life —water, bread, wine—point beyond 

themselves to God and God’s love, teaching us to be alert to the sacred in the midst of life.  

This is not the table of Sands Funeral Home, Brechin, or the United Church of Canada, or the 

worldwide church.  It is Christ’s table, and all are welcome at this table.  Welcome, friends and 

relations.  Gathered here for this feast, we find nourishment for the journey we are on.  The Holy One 

who walked with our ancestors walks with us now and will walk with the children of the years to come.  

We know that we can give and receive peaceably because it happens in Creation.  Though there is 

struggle, though there is the rise of life and the fall of life, though there is gain and loss, we see it is 

possible to take only what is needed.  We see it is possible to share where there is plenty. We see it is 

possible to hold back where there is not enough.  We see the actions of every generation, we see every 

hard decision made and every consequence brought.  We give thanks for those who did all they could for 

the good of all of Creation.  We give thanks for every opportunity to choose goodness and mercy and 

flourishing now.  

We give thanks and praise to you, O God.  

 

We remember  

That when Jesus shared the Passover meal with his disciples, he knew that death awaited him. History 

has shown, time and again, that when someone has the courage to speak out in the face of injustice, 

when someone opposes the oppressor and calls for collective well being rather than comfort for the 

powerful, there will be consequences.  Such behaviour will be stopped.  Such truth-telling will be 

silenced.  The powerful will not release their hold with ease.  In the world in which Jesus lived, the 

Roman Empire was expedient—kill the leader and the followers will fall away.  Kill the shepherd and 

the sheep will scatter.  

It would have been easy for Jesus that night to urge his disciples to avenge his death.  It would have 

been easy for him to say “this has all been for naught, you don’t have the strength to stand by me”.  But 

he did not.  Instead, he fed them.  He shared the sacred meal, building on the tradition of his people, and 

infusing it with even deeper meaning.  

He took the bread of the Passover, and blessed it and broke it and shared it with his disciples. “This is 

my body, brought into being for you.  Whenever you eat this bread, remember me.”  He took the cup of 

wine, and he shared it with them saying, “this cup is poured as a new covenant. Whenever you drink this 

cup, remember me.”  

Food, or rather the withholding of food, has become a weapon of war.  Deprive people of their water, 

uproot their trees, enforce a trade embargo, and watch them weaken and crumble.  But communion is 

counter to this culture.  Jesus feeds those who abandon, betray and deny him.  Had a Roman centurion 

burst through the doors at that Last Supper, Jesus would have made room at the table.  Romans 12:20 

says “If your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink…”  

As you receive this small and simple meal today, as you are welcomed to the table, may your heart make 

room for others—your enemies as well as your friends—to join you in receiving what is needed.   The 

bread of life, and the cup of blessing.  

 

We will join in singing our communion hymn again a few times through as the elements are distributed.  

When our servers return to the front, we’ll share in our meal together.  

 

Prayer after Communion 

For this meal we have shared, we give thanks.  For all the ways you provide for us oh God, we give 

thanks.  Grant that our hearts, eyes and hands will be opened to all that is needed in your Creation, and 

that we will know what we have to offer as your Spirit moves in and through and with us.  Amen. 



 

Sending Forth/Benediction  

Let us go, crossing every river before us in peace.  Let us go, attuned to the path of love in unfamiliar 

lands.  Let us go, guided by Spirit’s wisdom and love.  

 

Sung Response:   VU 649  “Walk With Me”  (refrain only)  

 
(Words:  John S. Rice 

Music:  John S. Rice, arr. John Fluker 

Words & music © 1988 Estate of John S. Rice.  UBP  

Reprinted under ONE LICENSE, License #A-725593) 

 

Refrain: Walk with me, I will walk with you 

  and build the land that God has planned 

  where love shines through. 

 

 
(Gathering words and opening prayer adapted from prayers by Sarah Are, A Sanctified Art LCC, sanctified 

art.org.  Communion liturgy adapted from A Cup of Wine and a Piece of Bread, copyright 2020, Juanita L Austin)  

 

 


