
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 
community and in our world. 

Pastor’s Message 
Lately, during Communion at Sunday worship, I have been looking out at the congregation and 
thinking about how grateful I am for you all. After 8 years at Agnus Dei, each of the faces 
coming forward to receive the Meal carry stories—stories that you’ve shared with me, as well 
as stories that we have lived together. I can still remember serving communion at my first call 
in a small, rural church, and feeling overwhelmed even there by the number of faces and 
names I had to remember. It is not lost on me, then, that here at this much larger 
congregation, I can recognize and know every person (outside of new folks) who comes 
forward. It reminds me not only how thankful I am to be settled in one place, but how good it 
is to be a member of this community specifically. 

I am grateful for all the time that so many people here put into the everyday business of the congregation to 
make everything work. There is so much happening here that no one person (not even the pastor!) can 
manage it all. I see in this community a willingness and a passion to sustain this work together. That is what 
gives me hope for this congregation. Yes, we are all aging and some of us are not able to do as much as we 
used to, but our call is not to keep doing everything we do now, but rather to do what we can. Our 
ministries and foci might change over time, but I have no doubt in my mind that Agnus Dei will keep raising 
up disciples to share the love of Christ with their time and talents in the world. For that, I am grateful. 

I’ve also been noticing how many folks who are here on Sunday mornings have come since I’ve been here. 
It’s kind of astonishing to me to look out and see all the “new” faces! It reminds me of how far we’ve all 
come together, and how God is continuing to call people to this congregation to share their gifts and 
perspectives to shape who we are as a community. I’m grateful to have been a part of so many people’s 
stories through Agnus Dei, and grateful for how many people have become a part of my story.  

As I look out, I also think about who I can’t see. There are a number of our dear friends who have not 
returned in person after the shutdown. I’m continually amazed to think of how many people continue to 
worship online and connect with this congregation through this new medium that we may not have 
embraced if not for the pandemic. I’m grateful for all of you who are here in spirit. 

Of course, there are also those who have died, and others who have left. I am grateful for each of these 
people, as well. Each of them has left a mark on this community. They will always be with us, because their 
presence and work among us will continue to shape everyone who gathers as Agnus Dei. As strange as it 
may sound, I’m grateful for each and every funeral or memorial service I’ve been called upon to preside 
over, and thankful for every member who has left to find a home in another congregation. I’m grateful 
because each of them is a testament to what God is continuing to do here. 

And, of course, I’m grateful for all the faces who have been here longer than I have. It has been a privilege 
to grow with you, age with you, and share the ups and downs of life at Agnus Dei with you. We are blessed 
to have charter members who can remember “the old days” alongside folks for whom everything about this 
community is new, and that helps us hold and share memory without being ruled by it.  

Looking out at your faces on Sunday morning or imagining the faces worshiping online gives me hope for  
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Please let Pastor Seth know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would like to be con-
tacted please call the office at 253-851-6222 or email  pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  
In an emergency, you can reach Pastor Seth at 253-448-3481. 

NEWS FROM YOUR COUNCIL:   November 

This year is speeding by!  As we enter the holiday season, we hope you will 
participate in planned social events.  Watch for information on a Pie/Dessert Potluck 
following the Thanksgiving Eve service on Wednesday, November 23rd.  Advent 
brings the return of Wednesday Soup Suppers.  These are opportunities for us to 
share time together.   

A special thank you to those who attended our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 
October 9th where a decision to sell our rental house was made.  Plans are underway 
to complete the sale.  The Boundary Line Adjustment that was needed has been 
approved and should be recorded at the county by the time you are reading this 
article.   

Did you get to meet Jessica Gomez on the 23rd?  She is the new interfaith youth group leader. She attended 
Forum and second service.  The Youth Program is up and running (see pg 5). You can support ADLC’s 
participation in this program by donating online or in your Sunday envelope. 

We hope you will mark your calendar and plan to attend our Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 
20th after second service.  The Constitution and By-Laws for ADLC are two of the items on the agenda.  There 
will be an informal meeting to answer any questions regarding these documents on Saturday the 19th.   
 

Thank you, 

Lynette Brentin 

Council President 

Lynette Brentin 

Council President 

this congregation. Through all the changes we’ve weathered over the last few years—especially in recent 
years with the pandemic—God has been good. God will continue to be good. That is a promise I see written 
in the flesh of each and every person in this congregation, whether or not they are here on Sunday morning. 
I can continue to trust that because of all of you.  

So, thank you. Thank you for being the face of Christ. Blessings to each and every one of you as we enter 

into another holiday season. 

Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Seth 

Thanksgiving Eve  

Wednesday, Nov 23 

Worship at 6:15 pm 

Followed by a Pie/Dessert Potluck 

In the Parish Hall 

Congregational Meeting 

Nov. 20 at 12:15pm 

All voting members are encouraged to attend the 
next congregational meeting on November 20, 
when we will vote on updates to our constitution 
and bylaws. Electronic copies of the documents 
may be accessed from the Thursday emails. Paper 
copies are available in the church office.  

If you have questions, there is a question and 
answer session scheduled for Saturday, Nov 19, at 
10:30 am. 



 3 

The Hermit and the Mouse 

 

I hope everyone is enjoying story time with Pastor as much as I am. I had a little 
different takeaway from The Hermit and the Mouse that he shared a couple of 
Sundays ago. If you didn’t hear the story firsthand, here is a very quick synopsis:  

 

A hermit observes a mouse that is about to be eaten by a crow. Filled with 
compassion, he rescues the mouse and brings it back to his hut to live with him. When 
a stray cat threatens the mouse, he again saves the mouse by magically transforming 

it into a cat. Next, a dog frightens the cat, so he transforms it into a dog. Then, the dog is about to be killed by a tiger, so 
he again comes to the rescue by transforming it into an even larger tiger. The mouse-turned-tiger becomes proud and 
haughty because nobody can threaten him any longer; but the hermit sees the foolish pride of his pet and reminds it that 
all of its power and strength are gifts; were it not for the hermit, it would still be a tiny mouse—if it were alive at all! Angry 
and humiliated, the tiger decides to kill the hermit for his insolence; but the hermit reads the tiger’s mind and turns him 
back into a mouse.  
 

Pastor used this story to illustrate how we, as Christians, sometimes lose track of the gifts that God has given us. As I 
listened to the story, I was thinking that remembering all the good things God has given us is a reason we should enjoy 
giving back to God through our offerings. 

Help Wanted 

If you are interested in being a volunteer for Agnus Dei, the Stewardship Committee would like to invite you to join us in 
the work that we do for the church. During the same service that Pastor Seth shared the story of The Hermit and the 
Mouse, Pastor Chelsea Globe talked about allowing younger people to become more involved in the leadership activities 
of the church. The Stewardship Committee really needs younger members and women (another point Paster Chelsea 
mentioned) as members so that we are a more diverse group. Our next meeting will be in January and anyone is invited to 
attend, the date and time of the meeting will be published in the December newsletter. 

Mike Snowden, Stewardship 
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Sunday Morning  
Family Book Club  

 

                                Starts this December!   
 

What? Family book club is a monthly gathering of families who share 
in fellowship, a book, and an activity. Each family gets to take home a 
copy of the book. 
 
When? Usually the 1st Sunday of the month…avoiding major holidays or other conflicts.  9:45 - 10:45. 
The 22/23 dates are: December 18 (Theme: Christmas), January 8 (Church), February 5 (Love), March 5 
(Psalm 23), April 2 (Holy Week), May 7 (Pentecost). 
 
Who? The books will be childrens’ books and the activities appropriate for all ages.  However, family is a 
big word that can mean lots of things.  No need to have a child in tow to come and join the fun!  All 
shapes and sizes of families (and people!) are most welcome! 
 
Why? Family Book Club is an idea that came out of a summer meeting of families with 
young kids.  Sharing in fellowship, learning about the bible and our faith, and having fun 
together is a priority for the group, but realistically, every week is hard to make happen.  
As we all work together to figure out what church life looks like for young families, this is 
where we are starting! 
 
Interested? Contact Stephanie McCarthy or the church office for more information or 
use the qr code to fill out a brief survey. 

 
 

November 6th - The Lord’s Prayer is our most important prayer as Christians, but 
it’s more than that. Jeremy Linneman states that the Lord’s Prayer is not just 
meant to be prayed; it’s meant to be lived. How deeply do we consider what we 
mean when we pray this beloved prayer? Do paraphrases, such as the New 
Zealand Lord’s Prayer that we used during our season of creation, help us broaden 
our understanding of how we live this prayer? Join Kathy Gemar at Forum on 
November 6th for a discussion of this simple, yet deeply profound, prayer. 

November 13th - A recording from the lead translator and project manager of the 
First Nations Version New Testament (Terry Wildman - Ojibwe and Yaqui) with pastor Mark Charles (Navajo) will be 
played regarding the process of developing this version of the New Testament.  We will then read comparative passages 
from this version and the New Revised Standard Version.  Come hear how the word of God speaks to Indigenous 
people. 

November 20th - Congregational meeting.  No forum. 

November 27th - Thanksgiving weekend.  No forum. 

December 4th - Remember those cherished advent potlucks?  Another one is in store.  Keep an eye out for a sign-up 
sheet to bring dishes and other food and drink items.  The sign-up sheet will be on the table as you enter the church 
building.  For those not specifically bringing something, there will also be a place to sign-up to help clean up afterwards.  
Men in particular who do not bring something to eat are highly encouraged to sign up for cleanup duties (which 
includes running the dishwasher—training will be provided by experts).   

 

Forums are on Sundays at 9:45 am and may be attended in person in the parish hall or on the Zoom platform, the link is found 
on the events tab of our website. 

This month 

at Forum 
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    News From Our Service Committee 
 
The Food Backpacks 4 Kids program sends their thanks to ADLC, known there as the “Tortilla Church” 
for their continued support. Jerry Mjelde and Ann Rousseau, on behalf of Agnus Dei, purchase and 
deliver tortillas twice a month, a major food resource for many of the families served by FB4K. In the 
past 3 months alone, approximately 8,000 corn and flour tortillas have been delivered to FB4K! 
 
Thanks from the YWCA and the Crystal Judson Family Center. All the diapers, detergent, wipes and 
sanitary products were delivered and received with gratitude. At the Crystal Judson Center the 
director and two policemen helped carry in our donations.  Agnus Dei has a special connection with the Judson Center, 
as Crystal’s children attended our pre-school. Happily, both kids are now college age. Crystal’s dad, Lane Judson, has 
passed, but her mom, Patty, is still alive.  
 
The Lasagna dinner we provided for the folks served at Peace Community Center on Oct 13 served 60 meals to our 
neighbors in the Hilltop area of Tacoma. Linda Ribary shopped and prepared the meal, Don and Sharon Krump, Ghita 
Lorenz and Linda Ribary served.  All through the pandemic the meals have been served in take-out style. The plan is to 
return to serving people at tables in the community center by the time we serve again in April. If that happens we will 
need 8-10 people helping to serve. We are looking forward to connecting with people again.  
 
On October 23rd our sanctuary was filled with quilts lining all the chairs, a warm and colorful display! The quilts, along 
with 44 school kits and 50 baby kits, were blessed and will soon be on their way to Seattle and on to Baltimore and then 
sent worldwide.  

November Outreach– Children’s Home Society, Key Peninsula 
Yes, Fall is finally here, and can Holiday Helpers be far behind? The Children’s Home Society in Vaughn sponsors an event 
where vetted families come to their office for gifts and fun to make their holiday season less stressful. Our theme this 
year is Bright Lights and Warm Feet!  We’re collecting flashlights (with batteries) and warm socks and pajamas—all sizes, 
for male and female. Not quite as fun,  but they also need: gas cards, as many client families are finding it difficult to get 
around due to the increased price of fuel; as well as toilet paper, laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo and conditioner. If 
you are able to supply any of these items, please bring them to the donation station; this is our November project. 

Looking Ahead to December—ELCA Good Gifts 
In December we will be again participating in the ELCA Good Gifts program. You may receive a brochure at home soon or 
pick one up at church. For the past many years, our December project has been to encourage participation in the 
program for holiday gift giving.  Will you be Christmas shopping for a hard-to-buy for person in your life? Gifts like chicks, 
goats, farm tools, seedlings, etc, may be purchased in honor (or in memory) of loved ones and we print their names in 
our Christmas Eve bulletin. Look for the display in the narthex in early December. 
 
The Service Committee welcomes new ideas for outreach projects in the new year! Got an idea? The service committee 
wants to hear from you. 
 
Team:  Debbie Snowden, Phyllis Brandt, Linda Zehnder, Linda Ribary, Sheryl Costanzo, Ann Rousseau, Jerry Mjelde, 
Charlene Franz and Ronnie Kulman 

Kids Night Out—Time Change 
The monthly Kids Night event will be on November 18th this month with a 
slight change to the time, 5:30 to 7:30pm.  This activity is planned for kids ages 
4 to 12 to have fun here at the church while their parents have a couple of 
hours to themselves. Games, music, a craft and pizza are all included. The 
registration link can be found on the events tab of our church website. More 
adult and teen volunteers are needed, please call the church office or contact 
Linda Ribary or Shari Shull if you can help! 
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We Celebrate... 

Little Lambs Preschool  
A Mission of Agnus Dei Lutheran  

 

NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

1 Brian Knesal 

 3 Ellis Rousseau 

 4 Stephanie McCarthy 

 5 Marilyn Colyar 

 6 Mike Snowden, Salli Middleton 

 7 Laurie Spitzer 

 8 Judy Latimer 

10 Alessandra Ortenzo 

11 Joe Ausich, Jo Anne Aitken 

13 Steve Carter 

16   Doug McDonnell 

17  Lorelle Leacy 

18 Cheryl Cleven  

19 Don Krump 

20 Eiko Park 

23 Ashley Ortenzo 

24 Beverly Henne 

26 Ardith Johnson, Sharon Krump 

27 Van Hardison 

28  Alma Conlee 

29 Matt Humlie, Jamie Baxter 

 

NOVEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

22 Don and Sharon Krump 

22 Dick and Lynnette Brentin 

26 Duane and Elaine Erickson 

30 Steve and Christy Carter 

29        Barbara and Michael Deák 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Deb Brueckner 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Richard and Marilyn 
Hermstad 

 Connie Hummel 

 Ardith Johnson 

 Jack Oakes 

*      Sonja Miller 

 George Mitchell 

 Michi Ouichi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

In their grief: 

 The Ortenzo family as they mourn the death of 
Francesco’s mom, Toni. 

October was a busy and fun month for 
our Little Lambs! We went on a field trip 
to Creek House Farm in Port Orchard. 
The kiddos had a great time feeding animals, riding on the 
barrel train, and picking out pumpkins. This year we brought 
back Pumpkin Carving Night with Dad. A good time was had 
by all! We also had a bit of a blustery Trunk or Treat for 
Halloween, but not even rain or chilly weather can stop 
these kiddos from having fun!  

Pumpkin Carving Night 

Halloween Fun 
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Agnus Dei Book Group 

 

 Book group will be meeting on Sunday November 20th at 9:45am to discuss:  
Educated by Tara Westover.  There is a book kit in the couch room for anyone who 
would like to check out a book and return it that Sunday or earlier.   Please join us in-
person or on zoom, you will find the zoom link on the Events page. All are invited!  
 
Born to survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara Westover was seventeen the first 
time she set foot in a classroom. Her family was so isolated from mainstream society 
that there was no one to ensure the children received an education, and no one to 
intervene when one of Tara’s older brothers became violent. When another brother got 
himself into college, Tara decided to try a new kind of life. Her quest for knowledge 
transformed her, taking her over oceans and across continents, to Harvard and to 
Cambridge University. Only then would she wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there 
was still a way home.  
 

Come Join Our Care Team! Meeting Date Changed to Nov 12 
 
With the retirement of our Parish Nurses we plan to establish a Care Team for 
ADLC.  
The focus will be on caring for members of our congregation. Some suggestions 
of what the team could help with include: 
 
 

  * Serving Home Communion 
  * Transportation 
  * Meals 
  * Blood pressure checks 
  * Support the other established ministries (Prayer Shawl, Prayer Chain, Card and phone  
   ministry) 
  * Other? 
We hope that this will be of interest to many of you, and invite you to attend an initial meeting on Saturday, 
November 12, at 10 AM at church.  Coffee and treats will be served! 
 
Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth 

Advent Organ Concert 

Shari Shull will offer a 30-
minute Advent Organ concert 
on Dec. 2. You are invited to 
enjoy some Advent chorale 
preludes by J S Bach & Johann 
Krebs interspersed with a few 
Advent carols to sing together.  
 

     Invite a friend!  

Friday, December 2 at 12:15 pm  
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The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Lynette Brentin—Ushers and Greeters 

Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Shari Shull—Assisting Ministers 

Paula Davis—Lectors 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

Please contact the office or call these folks directly if you are willing to serve. 
Flowers for worship are needed as well. The sign-up sheet is posted in the 
hallway across from the nametag board.  

Important reminders: 

We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
In our effort to make everyone welcome, please be aware the chemicals used in scented products make some people sick, especially 
those with fragrance sensitivities, asthma, allergies and other medical conditions. We ask our entire community to be mindful of this 
and refrain from using perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
As a sign of hospitality to visitors, please remember to wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, please call or 
email the church office or leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

November Serve in Worship Schedule 

Fraud Alert, We Can’t Repeat This Often Enough! 
There has been a recent uptick in scam messages targeted at parishioners 
requesting monetary support for “people in crisis”. Emails and Text messages 
appearing to come clergy in general, and from Pastor Seth specifically, have been 
received by many in our Agnus Dei community. Please remember that Pastor Seth 
will never contact you to ask for money, gift cards or financial information of 
any kind. Never reply to these messages, they are fake. Do not click on any links, block them if you are able, and 
most certainly delete them. 

Thank you to the volunteers 
who serve in worship.  
More volunteers are needed 
in all areas and training is 
readily available.  

 
Altar Assisting Lector Stream Team/ Ushers/ Flowers 

November 6 

8:30 AM 
Sue Lubash Randy Spitzer Chuck Carlson Bob Beals Ohme  

11:00 AM 
Kimberly Morgan David Salge Charlene Franz Doug Page D. Sapp  

November 13 

8:30 AM 
Kimberly Morgan Randy Spitzer Randy Spitzer Bob Nussbaum Brentin  

11:00 AM 
Rebecca Crow Daryl Daugs Daryl Daugs Linda Zehnder R. Crowe  

November 20 

8:30 AM 
Sue Lubash Bob Beals Kathy Gemar Mike Snowden   

11:00 AM 
Lynne Zematis Bruce Shull  Margaret Duncan Rob Powers Marty Beert  

Nov 23 
Thanksgiving 
Eve 

7:00 PM 

  Daryl Daugs    

November 27 

8:30 AM 
Sheryl Costanzo Kathy Gemar Bruce Shull Don Krump Costanzo  

11:00 AM 
Marlene Marilyn Colyar Marty Beert Doug Page Lance Colyar  

November 30 
Advent Weds 

6:15 PM 
  Daryl Daugs Bob Beals   
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All hybrid services are left on Agnus Dei’s YouTube channel for viewing at any time after the service.  

Hybrid: In-person and Online 

Reformation 
Sunday 

12:15-12:45 

Advent Organ 
Concert 

 

 

6:15 Advent Worship 
6:45 Soup Supper 
7:15 Choir 

Advent 1 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtbRox58Q606ZuCwNYA00Jg
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O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

The Season of Advent begins on Sunday, November 27.  Advent is an opportunity to 
reset as we enter a new liturgical year.  “Waiting” is a common Advent theme but the 
texts in Year A invite movement.  “Come, let us go” and “come to Zion with singing,” 
proclaims the prophet.  “Go and tell” and even the “stir up” prayers for each Sunday 
suggest there is more to this season than quietly waiting. 

 

This year we will offer a Holden Evening Prayer service on Wednesdays at 6:15 pm, 
followed by a Soup Supper at 6:45 pm.  I hope you will take this opportunity to join us 
as we focus on:   

Nov 30 – Do Less 

Dec 7 – Experience Wonder 

Dec 14 – Hold on to Hope 

 

On Wednesday, Dec 21 – The Longest Night Christmas service will begin at 6:15 pm.  
This contemplative worship service begins our Christmas celebrations that continue 
Saturday, Christmas Eve at 5:00 & 7:00 pm, Sunday, Christmas Day at 10:00 am and 
the First Sunday of Christmas on Jan 1 with Lessons and Carols.   
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

 

Church Staff  

 Pastor: Rev. Seth Novak 

   253-851-6222, pastorseth@agnusdeilutheran.org  

Minister of Music: Shari Shull, Deacon 

   253-851-6222, sharishull@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

    253-851-6222, office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Congregational President: Lynette Brentin 

Congregational Vice President: Linda Olson 

Council Secretary: Marlene Bridgforth 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Julie Bell 
 

 

 

 

 

Council 

Lynette Brentin, Marlene Bridgforth, Marilyn Colyar, Charlene Franz, 
Gary Gemar, Dick Ohme, Linda Olson, Linda Ribary, Denny Sapp,  
Sherry Stava 
 

 

Little Lambs Preschool  

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Cathy Adair, Sue Horton, Nancy Johnson,  

Salli Middleton, Jerry Mjelde, Eiko Park 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


