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Re-formed by God and Freed by Christ to 
Welcome All  
John 8:31-36 
Today is a day of joy for me as we worship together, and as we are about to share lunch together.  
What a gift it is to be able to congregate, worship, and celebrate this reformation Sunday.  We are 
free to do so in this land, and we should be thankful.   We are free to welcome people amongst us, 
and we’ll be blessed to do this today too.

Freedom!  Don’t we all yearn for freedom — freedom from sickness, freedom from stress, 
freedom from… well, what do you say?

One of the things I’m asking God for is that we are freed to welcome.

That’s the theme for my sermon today.  “Reformed by 
God and Freed by Christ to welcome all”.  Today is 
Reformation Day.  So let’s re-form.

But first let’s pray…

In my prayers for us as Lutheran community, I’m asking 
God to help us be reformed through the freedom won 
by Christ for us to welcome:

1. Reformed and freed to welcome one another in 
fellowship.  After all the problems of even being able 

to come together during COVID and the problems, 
sometimes disagreements, that COVID caused, I’m 
asking God to help us re-form as a congregation.  To 
re-form in coming together for fellowship.  Today is a 
joy for me as we come together to share a simple 
meal and to remember who we are.  Re-formed for life 
together in Christ.

2.I’m asking God to help re-form us to be active 
welcomers to invite others to join us.  We all know 
someone who is either a family member, a friend, or a 

fellow believer who used to worship here at St Paul’s and has stopped attending worship.  I’m 
asking God to re-form us individually and together, to be people who know we are free in 
Christ to simply share the invitation to come, and 
then for all of us to welcome them.  Did you know 
that in the 2021 National Church Life Survey, 3 in 10 
new people (or new again) say that they attended 
church because someone asked them?  And the 
telling stat we also know is that they will come back 
again if a lay person speaks to them after the 
service.  Freed to welcome by Christ.  Through our 
welcome… through your welcome, some people 
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will actually know God has not abandoned us.  And I know we get a bit transfixed on the music 
and type of worship we have and we tend to debate, even argue about this.  But be aware that 
the NCLS tells us that people new to the church are not so concerned.  Newcomers to the 
church and to the faith tell us that they don’t shop around, and that the garden variety of 
worship services are ok.  People who are new to the faith are just that new.  Its all new, and 
worship is a key because it transcends everyday life; and people often know this is missing in 
their lives. 

3. I pray therefore that God will re-form us as those who welcome people who are new to us.  
How do we show that we are welcoming: say from 
the first time they make contact with us via our 
website and other social media, to the welcome 
they receive when they look for us and a car park, 
and so on?  How about if people come to us, and 
English is not their first language?

Well, good news.  I bring you a gift today to help you in 
your welcoming.  This is a resource from the LCA’s 
cross-cultural ministry team.  It’s a hand book of 
greetings in about 50 different languages.  I’d like every 
family to have one, and if we haven’t got enough I’ll get more.  Just let me know.  And the beauty of 

these books is that they can help us to recognise that 
more and more of our neighbours around our church 
home, and around our homes, may well be people 
whose heart language is other than English.  Do we 
know our neighbours?  And if they come from another 
land, can we welcome them in their heart-land 
language?  Well, maybe this little booklet can help us.  

One of the wonderful gifts of the Reformation time 
was the printing press, which allowed Biblical linguists 
like Martin Luther to translate the Bible into the heart 

language of people who received the welcome of God in the gift of the gospel of Christ for them.

Nothing has changed today.  We’re still called to know the language of God which speaks of 
freedom in Christ for all who receive his gifts in faith.

We are again called to re-form and to bring and be God’s welcome in the language of the people 
and so we need to both:

• Re-form anew as welcoming community to all and for all

• Re-form anew as we again receive the gospel for us, celebrate with thanks, and actively grow in 
our knowledge of Scripture.

That’s what the Reformation was all about:  the re-forming of the church around the truth of God’s 
Word.  And that truth that we are saved, not by our own works or efforts or goodness, but that of 
God in his Son Jesus.

“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 3:23  

All of us have sinned and fallen short.  And Jesus says: 

‘Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.’ 
John 8:35
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We are slaves to sin.  That’s the Original Sin which clings to us, and by this sin we are separated 
from God, condemned to death… for the wages of sin is death.  

But Jesus comes amongst us to give his life in love, to win our freedom.  That’s the treasure of the 
Reformation.

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith — and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God — not by works, so that no one can boast.  For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Ephesians 2:8-10

So if the Son sets you free,you will be… you are free indeed.  And you are freed to do the good 
works that God has prepared for you, and these include being God’s welcome to his home and his 
Word and his grace for all people.

No ifs; no buts; and no maybe’s.  Free!  Freed from the power of sin death, death, and the devil.  
That’s the good news of the Gospel and the Re-forming of the Church in this good news.

That’s us!

Re-formed as community of believers.  Freed by Christ!  Welcomed by God.

So, fellow freed reformers, let us be who we are!  People with life to welcome all with the gospel; 
and let’s celebrate.  Amen.

Video of the service including the above address: https://youtu.be/hkJcm7JWUkQ
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