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“Give thanks always for all things unto God and the Father, in the Name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” (Ephesians 5.20) 

In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The state of the world is certainly on everyone’s mind. We are often perplexed 

and sometimes afraid about the extreme weather: the incredible damage from 

flooding and hurricanes; the brokenness of the family unit; the rejection of what 

is holy in order to satisfy the desires of the individual; the desperate quest for 

drugs, and the sad life of addiction lived by so many; the epidemic proportions of 

anxiety in our country, even amongst little children; the acceptance of abortion 

and medically-assisted suicide as life-style options within our culture; the daily 

exploitation of women and children as sexual objects; the shocking extent to 

which violence and pornography have been normalized by television and video 

gaming; the mass murders that occur weekly; the horrific practice of human-

trafficking…we could go on and on and on. The point is simple – as St. Paul told 

the Church in Ephesus almost 2000 years ago, we may say the same – not much 

has changed with regards to the actions of our fallen human nature, “the days are 

evil”. 

The days are evil; therefore, we must walk cautiously. St. Paul did not say, “the 

days are evil and life is ”. Not at all. His word is not one of despair, but of Hope. 

He goes on to give some very practical advice to the Ephesian Christians, and to 

us. He told them “understand what the will of the Lord is”. “Be filled with Holy 

Spirit, speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs; singing 

and making melody in your heart to the Lord; giving thanks always for all things to 

God and the Father, in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Then he adds, “Submit 

yourselves one to another in the fear of God”. 

The wonderful thing is that as Christians, we do have songs to sing – songs of 

thanksgiving and praise to the Lord! Yes, the days are evil! Yes, violence and 

confusion and immorality abound and will continue. But soon – very soon, we 

pray – the Lord Jesus Christ, the One Who rose victorious from the dead – He will 

return! He will come again with power and great glory, and all His angels with 

Him, and the trumpet shall sound, and our Victorious King shall appear to set 

forth the eternal truth and perfect justice of Almighty God: Father, Son and Holy 



Spirit. Then, and only then, all things shall be put right. Then and only then, we 

shall see the beauty of holiness perfect and complete. 

In Holy Scripture, this life with God in the beauty of holiness -- has been 

communicated through the image of a marriage feast. For example, near the end 

of the Book of Revelation, St. John relates the words he heard in his vision of 

heaven: 

“Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of 

many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out: ‘Hallelujah! 

For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give Him 

the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His bride has made herself 

ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed with fine linen, bright and pure” – 

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, 

“Write this: ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 

Lamb’”. (19. 6-9)  

With the details of this passage in our minds, let’s go to this morning’s Gospel and 

the parable Jesus told about a marriage supper. A king made a marriage for His 

son and sent his servants out with the invitations, but those invited made excuses 

and declined to come. Some even killed the servants! After taking revenge, the 

king said, “The wedding is ready.” Remember that word – ready.……I say that 

because, in his vision, St. John heard the great heavenly voice say, “The marriage 

of the Lamb (Jesus) has come, and His bride (the Church) has made herself ready.” 

…….And what is the word in today’s Collect? “Ready”… “Keep us, we beseech 

Thee, from all things that may hurt us; that we being ready both in body and soul, 

may cheerfully accomplish those things that Thou wouldest have done”.  

Okay. Let’s continue on: with the wedding ready, the king sent his servants out 

again to gather in guests. And when everyone was seated, the king came in to 

greet them. And amongst all who had gathered, he saw a man who did not have 

on the proper clothing. In that culture, a specific ‘marriage garment’ would have 

been freely supplied to all attending. So there was no reason for this man not to 

be properly dressed. “Friend,” said the king “how did you come in here without a 

wedding garment?” But the man was speechless. Afterall, what could he say? 

Then the king said, “Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him 

into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 



This man stands as a warning to us all. For whatever reason, he was not ready. He 

had declined the marriage garment which had been freely offered. And, he paid 

an eternal consequence for his willful neglect: separation in torment and darkness 

from the beauty of holiness and the marriage supper of the Lamb for ever.  

What is this marriage garment that the man rejected? What does it represent?  

St. John Chrysostom explained that the marriage garment refused by that man is 

our “life and practice”. Have I lived for the Lord or for myself? As we considered 

two weeks ago, ‘Have I loved God with all my heart, soul, mind and strength; and 

my neighbour as myself?’ Have I acknowledged my need for God’s forgiveness 

and grace, and tried to follow the Way of Jesus Christ? Have I tried to make the 

life of prayer the way of my life, trying to obey God’s Word in all things? Is Christ 

truly my Bread upon Whom I feed? 

It is interesting that when the king approached the man, he called him, “friend”. 

“Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?” This was a way to 

give the man the benefit-of-the-doubt. But the man was speechless, because he 

did not have a good answer.  Charles Spurgeon, had this to say: “Had the man 

come in there under a mistake, thinking there was no need of the wedding dress, 

when he looked around and saw all other persons wearing it and observed that it 

was a peculiar mark of a guest, he would have felt uneasy and would have gone to 

those who kept the royal wardrobe to get such a robe for himself….But he 

persisted in remaining where he was, and as he was. … The guest in his own 

clothes was a speckled bird amongst that company…he continued to defy the 

king…even though he probably knew the fate of those who had refused to 

come….He hardened his heart and…and said within his soul, ‘I care nothing for 

this marriage. I will make sport of it; I will intrude myself into that feast and show 

my contempt….Thus he had the audacity to distort himself as a willful rebel at the 

feast of mercy”.   

Whereas this attitude of deliberate rebellion was once uncommon in our culture, 

it is now accepted. The rights of the individual to think and say and do almost 

whatever she or he wants is something our culture values highly. For us, who are 

the children of God and followers of the Lord Jesus Christ, this way of thinking is 

problematic. In fact, we know that it leads to a rejection of what is true and good 

and holy.    



To refuse the marriage garment is to reject what Jesus told us two weeks ago: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength”. To refuse 

the wedding garment is to turn our backs on God Who sent His Son to shed His 

precious Blood on the Cross for us. The days are evil. But our Saviour and Lord is 

alive! He sits at the right hand of the Father, praying for us, waiting for the time of 

His return. He is with us and lives in us by His Spirit, counselling and strengthening 

us. 

This week we shall enter into the great festival of All Saints. In it, we will 

remember all the Christian souls who have worshipped and served God the Holy 

Trinity in generations past – some of whom we have known and loved; others 

who have been examples to us through great adversity. They donned the 

marriage garment even when it was not popular. They worshipped God and took 

a stand for Him even when they knew it would cost them dearly.     

The days are evil – true – but the Lord God Almighty reigns! And as we await His 

return, we have a life to live for His glory, and a song of praise to sing. Let us sing 

it lustily and with a good courage, loving and trusting Him. 

 

And now unto God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost…  


