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Vicar’s Voice 
 

November is a month of transformations and transitions. We will be celebrating All 

Saint’s Sunday (Nov 6th), joining a Veteran’s Celebration in dual worship with Holy 

Cross (Nov. 13th), ending the church year on Christ the King Sunday (Nov.20th) and 

stepping fully into the Advent season on Sunday, Nov. 27th. Oh yes and Thanksgiving 

will be smushed in there for good measure and it is my prayer that you will find time to 

eat, drink and be merry with your family and friends during this whole season!  

November also finds us remembering those children who are awaiting their forever 

homes and we extend the peace and love of Christ to those families who have been 

brought together through adoption, a choice made from pure love every day! It is no 

secret that my own family has been built through adoption. My best girl came home to 

me in November of 2015, and we were made “official in the court” the following 

August. The journey to find each other was guided by God – as it could be no other way 

– and the power of love to heal and bind amazes me every day. I encourage you to 

connect with one of the resources in this edition of the newsletter and support Adoption 

Awareness Month in some way – prayers for those who are seeking family is also 

something you can add to your personal devotions. In our own state of Oregon, there 

are over 8,000 kids in foster care and 200 of them are waiting for their forever families. 

Keep all those who are working for these children in your prayers as well – the social 

workers, the CASA’s, the foster families and children’s advocacy non-profit 

organizations.  

Ruth 1:16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you, to turn back from following 

you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my 

people and your God my God. 

Matt 18:5 Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me. 

Matt 25:35 for I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, and you gave me 

something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 

John 14:18 I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 

In the Peace of Christ, Vicar Sena. 

 



   
 

   
 

Veteran and Military Families  

November is National Veteran and Military Families 

Month. This began back in 1996, established by the Armed 

Services YMCA and the US government has recognized it 

ever since. It is a month we acknowledge the sacrifices our 

military families make and thank service members and their families for all their hard 

work and bravery, and honor those who have died in the pursuit of freedom. Our 

patriots answer the call to defend our nation, often facing danger and uncertainty with 

unparalleled bravery and resilience. These heroes have always relied on their families for 

support, and military families endure separation from their loved ones as well as 

changes to their living situations. The veterans of the United States and their military 

families have always been a beacon of courage and strength.  

Ways to Support Veterans and Military Families: Click Here! 
 

Adoption Awareness Month  

National Adoption Month is an initiative of the Children's 

Bureau that seeks to increase national awareness of 

adoption issues, bring attention to the need for adoptive 

families for children in the U.S. foster care system, and 

emphasize the value of youth engagement. The initiative 

began as National Adoption Week in 1984, as proclaimed by President Reagan. 

President Clinton then proclaimed the first National Adoption Month in 1995. This 

year's National Adoption Month theme is "Small Steps Open Doors." Pursuing 

permanency for children can be challenging, but small steps along the way can make all 

the difference.  
 

Organizations to support:  

- In 1885, Boys & Girls Aid was founded in response to a crisis. Children were 

being abandoned on the streets of Portland with nowhere to go. The agency 

created a home for these children to go to and connect in the community to find 

families for them. Boys and Girls Aid 
 

- David Thomas, founder of Wendy’s created The Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption 

a national, nonprofit public charity dedicated to finding forever families for the more 

than 140,000 children waiting to be adopted from foster care in the United States and 

Canada. The Foundation works closely with child welfare advocates and 

policymakers, provides free resources about foster care adoption and raises 

awareness through social media campaigns, public service announcements and events. 

Dave Thomas Foundation 

- Support National Adoption Awareness Month and access to resources: Click Here! 

https://www.charities.org/news/national-veterans-and-military-families-month
https://www.boysandgirlsaid.org/donate
https://www.davethomasfoundation.org/library
https://www.davethomasfoundation.org/give/


   
 

   
 

Camp Lutherwood Oregon 

Summer 2023 opens for registration January 1  
For all the planners out there, we’ve got good news: the summer 2023 schedule is 
out now! Take a look and start thinking about which programs are right for your 
campers.  
  

Mini Camp (1st & 2nd grade*) – July 9-11, July 23-25 

Elementary (3rd & 4th grade) – July 9-13, July 30-August 4 

Upper Elementary (5th & 6th grade) – July 9-13, July 30-August 4 

Junior High (7th-9th grade) – July 16-20, July 30-August 4 

Confirmation Camp (6th-9th grade) – June 25-29 

High School (10th-12th grade) – July 16-20 

Summit (10th-12th grade) – July 23-27 

Compass (6th-12th grade) – August 6-10 

Family Camp (all ages) – July 1-4, July 21-23 

Women’s Weekend (18+) – July 28-30 

  

A few important updates and reminders for 2023: 
• Grades are based on the 2023-2024 school year 
• All campers who attend Upper Elementary, Junior High or High School 

programs will experience a one-day, off-site activity. 
• Week-long youth camps will end on Thursday evening after dinner. We will 

pack in just as much fun, but also help parents avoid Friday afternoon traffic. 
  

Early Bird Discount: Save $50 if you sign up before Feb. 14, 2023! Additional details 
coming soon! Watch for more information at lutherwoodoregon.org/camp. 
 
Stay at the Lutherwood B&B 

Enjoy an overnight getaway in your favorite cozy cabin at Camp Lutherwood 
Oregon! Just a few spots are left for a bed and breakfast style stay at camp in the 
spring. Click here to learn more and save your spot or contact the camp office for 
details (office@lutherwoodoregon.org). 
  

Ready to apply? Summer staff applications open November 1  
Each summer, Camp Lutherwood Oregon hires a cohort of young adults to bring 
summer programs to life. These summer staffers spend two months playing, 
leading, and living in the outdoors. Know a good candidate for 2023 summer staff? 
Click here for more information about summer employment.  
Online applications open Nov. 1, 2022.  
 
Contact summerstaff@lutherwoodoregon.org with questions.  

 

http://lutherwoodoregon.org/camp
https://event.auctria.com/9887a8f0-8579-49bf-854d-fc2442d93d76/017abb3e6b464607b4c79146f900a77b
mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
https://www.lutherwoodoregon.org/employment/#summer
mailto:jobs@lutherwoodoregon.org


   
 

   
 

ELCA – Good Gifts 

As members of the ELCA, we believe that God is calling us into the world – together. And with generous, 
loving hands, we can make a difference. 
ELCA Good Gifts is your opportunity to provide critical support to the ministries and programs that mean 
the most to you and the people you love. 
 

1. Choose your gift 
Browse and choose the gifts that mean the most to you or choose gifts to give in 
honor of friends and loved ones. You may also give via phone or mail. 
 
2. Get a card 
If your gift is in honor of a friend or loved one, it’s easy to tell him or her about it.  
Give online and you may personalize free, printed cards to be sent directly to 
your loved ones. You may also select to send the cards to yourself, print them at 
home, or have them delivered via email. Select your card options during 
checkout.  Note: These options are available only when you give online. 
 
3. Make a difference 
Your gifts support the ministries of the ELCA in nearly 80 countries around the 

world.  

Catalogue will be available in the office or for more information go to 
https://goodgifts.elca.org/  
 

Better Together 

The Spirit of God is moving in, with and through the Better Together discernment between 
Holy Cross and Christ the Good Shepherd. Both congregations unanimously voted to move 
forward together in ministry friendship. The first step will be to call a transitional 
discernment pastor to serve and walk with both congregations through the next steps in 
the coming few years. In the meantime, both Pastor Curtis and Vicar Sena will serve as 
pastoral leaders to both congregations and both communities will continue to worship 
together once a month and possibly more during holidays and special occasions.  
Upcoming Dual Worship Schedule:  

• Veteran's Celebration Sunday, Nov 13th @ CGS – 10am 

• Stay tuned for Advent and Christmas holiday worship schedule! 

Vicar Sena will be working 3 days a week plus Sunday for CGS as your Vicar and 1 

day a week for Holy Cross in a pastoral care capacity for their community. This 

schedule is flexible – so please check with the office or the Vicar if you wish to make an 

appointment or drop in. The Parish Administrator hours will remain the same – M-Th 

9-3:30. As a courtesy, please make the office aware if you are planning to drop into the 

church or use the building – there is a lot going on and being aware of who is coming 

and going makes our workday and workplace easier to manage.  

https://goodgifts.elca.org/


   
 

   
 

Moving Church Office 

November 1st was our official office move date to the church building. You can enter 

the front door through the undercover area where the Parish Administrators office space 

is. The pastor’s office is in the previous children’s nursery room. We are settling into our 

new offices, and we’re excited to welcome you into our new spaces! We will be in 

transition for the next few weeks moving all the equipment and we thank you for your 

patience and understanding.  

November Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

Happy Anniversary! Happy Birthday! 
Ann + Tim Priddy Cris Hatzenbihler - November 1 

 Heidi Pramuk - November 14 

 Cindy Spicer - November 25 

 Theodore Biggs - November 26 

 Molli Holmes - November 27 

 Bruce Spicer - November 29 

 

Save the Date – November 

o 11/6 – 22nd Sunday after Pentecost: All Saints 

o 11/13 – 23rd Sunday after Pentecost: Veteran’s Day Service Dual Presentation  

Fellowship in Gathering Space after service to honor current and past Veterans 

o 11/20 – 24th Sunday after Pentecost: Christ the King – Lay lead Service 

 

Tentative Celtic Advent & Christmas Holiday Schedule –  

Longest Night through Christmas Day times to be announced 
 

o November 27th – Advent 1: Thin Places 

o December 4th – Advent 2: Prepare the Way 

o December 11th – Advent 3: Saul Friends “Anam Cara”  

o December 18th – Advent 4: Incarnation  

o December 21st – Longest Night: Eve Service  

o December 24th – Christmas Eve 

o December 25th – Christmas Day 



   
 

   
 

Announcements  

Thanksgiving Gifts Cards 

Once again, this year we have a goal to provide Thanksgiving Gift 

Cards of $50 for families at our local schools.  In the past this effort 

has been limited to Four Corners Elementary, however considering 

our ongoing rise in prices and struggling economy, the pressure on families is 

critical.  This year we hope to provide support for these families by expanding our effort 

to include the same schools that received school supplies (adding Mary Eyre, Auburn 

and Houck).  We will be working with the Outreach Coordinators to identify their 

families.  

Likewise, we will continue to provide these gift cards for members of our own church 

family that can use our support,  If you would like to put a CGCLC family on the list, 

please call the office with names and contact information.  We would plan to deliver the 

cards on the week before Thanksgiving.    

If you would like to make a special donation to this effort, please identify this on 

your  check or put your cash in an envelope and designate it.  You may drop it in the 

offering plate, bring it to the church office or designate it through Tithely.   

Thanks in advance for your support.   

 

Holiday Ministry Collection 
 

Food Pantry 
Items needed:  

• Peanut butter   • Tuna 
• Cereal  • Mac n’ cheese 

 

Winter Kids Clothing Drive  

Fall is here and winter can't be far behind! It’s time to work on keeping our kids warm by collecting: 

• Scarves • Mittens • Sweatshirts 
• New/gently worn 

Coats 
• Gloves • Caps 

 
Union Gospel Mission 

• Men’s socks  
 

Simonka Place – Women and Children Shelter 
• Diapers size 4, 5 and 6  • Sanitary supplies (napkins, 

tampons)  
• Bath Supply (bodywash, 

shampoo, deodorant etc.)  
• Toilet Paper 

 



   
 

   
 

Lil’ Library  
 

Friends of Salem’s Public Library is having their Fall Book Sale!  
 

The Salem Public Library is having their annual book sale on November 17-21. Would be a 

great place to find books to repopulate our Lil Library.  Remember we need both English 

and Spanish books and primarily at the elementary and middle school age levels. 

 

- Thursday November 17th: Friends Night 3:00-6:30pm 
(membership available at the door, $2)  

- Friday + Saturday, November 18th, 19th: 10:00-4:00pm  
- Sunday, November 20th 1:00-4:30pm ($4 bag day)  

 
Hardcovers - $1.25 
Paperbacks - $.75 
Rare & Collectible Books individually prices  

 
Salem Public Library, 585 Liberty St. SE, Salem. 

Free Parking for the first 3 hours 

 

Observance of Veteran’s Day 
 

You are invited to come together in the Gathering Room 

after service on November 13th, 2022. 

 

To honor current and past veterans, there will be a display of military uniforms 

from VFW Post 661. And tables available for you to display mementos, photos, 

medals, uniforms, etc. from you or your loved ones. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

   
 

Synod and Church-wide News  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS TRAUMA 
In recent years, mental health professionals have underlined the way the religious experience can 
sometimes create trauma. It’s important for people of faith to understand this phenomenon as we walk 
alongside our friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and even clergy. 

FEATURING 
Our keynote speaker will be Connie A. Baker. With a MA in counseling, Connie is a Licensed Professional 
Counselor working in Portland, Ore. She runs a private practice that specializes in helping people recover 
from religious abuse. Her book, Traumatized by Religious Abuse: Courage, Hope and Freedom for Survivors, is a 
comprehensive resource for those who have experienced religious abuse, be it psychological, verbal, 
sexual or financial. With authenticity, openness, and careful consideration of many different faith traditions, 
Connie provides a path to hope and healing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Nick Doversberger directly for more information, either by email at ndoversb@gmail.com or by 

phone at 503-956-4666. 

https://www.eliastours.com/tours/orgoan-synod-holy-land-trip-with-rev-nick-doversberger 

https://connieabaker.com/
mailto:ndoversb@gmail.com
https://www.eliastours.com/tours/orgoan-synod-holy-land-trip-with-rev-nick-doversberger


   
 

   
 

Letters from Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar 

• Hope Does Not Disappoint 

• Oregon Synod - Financial Update 

CGS CONTACT INFORMATION 
Vicar Sena Norton 
4440 State Street 

Salem, Oregon  97301 
503.363.3726 Phone 

503.378.7411 Fax 
www.christthegoodshep.org 

office@christthegoodshep.org 
YouTube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzbxJBa_Q26xWDYx0fJ5Vg 

Sunday Worship: 10:00-11:30; view YouTube sermons live or past sermons 

http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/hope-does-not-disappoint/
https://mcusercontent.com/759d01f6c4459e3caf2450200/files/22b92b47-4762-cbe1-0107-f13a4fe390f7/Finance_Letter.pdf
http://www.christthegoodshep.org/
mailto:office@christthegoodshep.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNzbxJBa_Q26xWDYx0fJ5Vg

