
Covenant Weekly - Season 2 - Episode 7

This past Sunday we talked about Jesus’ exhortation to “let your yes be yes and

your no be no.” Watching a TV show last night got me thinking about another

aspect of honesty . . . promises. We’re going to talk about that briefly today on

the Covenant Weekly Podcast Season 2 Episode 7.

Theme Music

On the show, I watched yesterday one person was helping another who was

overwhelmed by challenges. In the midst of the conversation, the one o�ering

assistance looked at the other person and said, “It will be okay. I promise.” They

were doing a good thing in trying to put the struggling person at ease. But the

promise they made reminded me of some child protection policy training I’ve

done. In the training I received, they emphasized never to make promises when

trying to comfort a child. A promise that they’ll be back with their parents soon

is something that I could never make sure happens. A promise that “everything

will be okay” will create images in their mind about what “okay” is. And I could

never guarantee that those images will be their future reality. Promises that are

beyond our scope of control can be catalysts for even more letdown and

disappointment.

It is interesting how few promises Jesus and his early followers make. They don’t

promise that everything will be okay. In fact, if you read the New Testament,

they actually suggest that more often than not, the opposite reality will be true.

They seem to guarantee struggles. There is no promise that all will be well with

our kids if we just raise them up well. (There is an Old Testament proverb that

o�ers us the principle that if we model and work to instill the right practices and

behaviours in our kids that they will follow those things as they mature through



adulthood. But we need to remember that it is a proverb, a generally true

principle, not a guarantee or a promise.)

The things that are promised are things like the presence of God. The o�er of

divine love. The ultimate victory of a God who is love over the powers of sin and

death. This includes the promise of resurrection for those who are in Jesus.

There isn’t a lot of promise about exactly what that resurrection will be like and

how that victory will manifest itself, but they are still promised.

I can’t help but wonder if many who have fallen away from faith or from the

church have done so because they have been promised things that God never

promised and are beyond our control. Perhaps they’ve even been promised

things that are contrary to the promises of God. I can tell you that God longs for

us to be a family of believers together. But I can’t promise that we will always

function as a healthy family that meets all the familial needs you have. I can tell

you that God will always be with you, but I can’t promise that you will always

feel that presence. I can tell you that it breaks God’s heart when his world

experiences pain and struggle and sickness and death. But I can’t promise that

if you draw close to God’s heart that you will be freed from pain and struggle

and sickness and death. And it would be wrong for me to promise that if you

commit your life to Jesus everything will be okay. In fact, a huge part of the

Christian life is about what we believe and hold on to when things are absolutely

not okay. And in those times, holding on to promises that God never made could

be the recipe for long-term disappointment.

This thought about promises may not be the uplifting assurance that we want,

but keeping things in perspective might be exactly what we need to stay on this

journey for a long time. Because we can know that God will be with us on the

journey. We can be assured that the pain and sorrow we experience are not the



end of the story even when we cannot see a way out of it in this life. We can

know these things because they are promised. And staying rooted in those

things can help us be wise and cautious with the words we say and the

temptation to make promises that we may not be able to keep.
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As we head into November, there are a few reminders to be aware of.

● This coming Sunday is Peace Sunday for those of us who are a part of the

Anabaptist tradition. We believe that war and violence towards each

other are never aligned with God’s heart. We are so grateful for those who

were willing to die for us. We’re convinced, though, that the willingness to

kill others doesn’t align with God’s ideal ethic of Love. As our country

enters this season of remembrance for lives lost in war, we commit

ourselves to being people who will work and sacrifice for peace. Elise

Robitaille will be speaking from Matthew 5:38-42, where Jesus points

forward from texts about vengeance and punishment for injury.

● Following this Sunday, I’ll be concluding our series in Matthew 5 by

looking at how Jesus addresses ancient teaching about loving our

neighbour. The week after that, Glenn Robitaille will be speaking. And

then, on the final Sunday of November, Angie Limmer will kick o� our

Advent series this year by speaking on hope.

● Any men are welcome to join us for our Men’s Connection on Tuesdays at

10 am. Any women are welcome to join our Women’s Bible Study on

Wednesdays at 10 am.

● Continue to pray for our youth leaders as they meet with the youth each

Wednesday. This week will have Jr. High from 6-7:15 and Sr. High from



7:30-9. Youth are invited to dress up for their time this week if they would

like.

● A reminder that we need everyone who is a part of the Covenant family to

fill out the Covenant Information Update form as soon as possible. As we

transition how we manage contact information and email lists, this will

help us make sure everything is up to date. You can do this by filling out a

paper form at the church or by filling out the electronic form on our

website. Find it by clicking on the red banner across the top of the page

at www.covenantchurch.ca.

● On a final note, thank you so much to everyone who helped make the

luncheon happen on Saturday for Mac Dickson’s celebration of life. Your

contribution, whether it was making food, providing pickles or cheese,

prepping food, serving, setting up, ore tearing down, was an amazing gift

to the family. Thanks to Linda Bellisle for quarterbacking the whole thing.

If you weren’t a part of that because you aren’t on our lists to help with

things like that, but you would like to be - even if it's for something as

simple as making a loaf of sandwiches or providing a jar of pickles -

please send us a message so that we can make sure you are included

next time. For those who did participate this time, again I say thank you.

As you go now through this week, may you go with the assurance of the

promises God does make to you. God will never leave you or forsake you no

matter what storm you may be experiencing. And love, God’s love, is what will

win out in the end.

Go in peace.
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