
DEVELOPING A 

WORLDVIEW
and why it’s so important



Sati (suttee) and 

the British Raj



A clash of worldviews

Andrew Thorburn, Essendon FC and Dan Andrews

Appointed CEO of Essendon FC 

on 27 September and forced to 

resign 30 hours later.



"If the Essendon situation is a litmus test of the 

value and place of people of faith in 

Victorian society, then we are in big trouble.

It is outrageous that a person of good 

character has felt that he must choose 

between a public leadership role and being 

an active member of a Christian community. 
Statement October 5

Peter Comensoli

“It is quite a bizarre reality we seem to have entered into,” 

Comensoli said, “where people are being judged 

unworthy to lead because of some of their basic Christian 

beliefs.”                                                 Christianity Today, October 14



… my Catholicism …



So, just thirty hours into the role, Thorburn was forced to resign. In his own 

words, “it became clear to me that my personal Christian faith is not 

tolerated or permitted in the public square, at least by some and perhaps by 

many.”

[This uproar] ignores the fact that City on a Hill simply teaches what Christians 

have believed for thousands of years. There is nothing noteworthy about a 

church speaking out on behalf of the rights of the unborn or in favour of 

marriage as it has been understood for millennia.

As Thorburn himself put it: “I believe we are poorer for the loss of our great 

freedoms of thought, conscience and belief, that made for a truly diverse, just 

and respectful community.”

Excerpts from an article by The Rt. Rev. Dr Richard Condie the Bishop of the Anglican 

Diocese of Tasmania.
https://www.abc.net.au/religion/bishop-condie-andrew-thorburn-and-australian-

secularism/14076290?fbclid=IwAR08KfiR4vgS1bkjCx8UiiZYB7EZhiKNVILAqE0qE_DpdRUzw99uSY7Y9HU

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-10-04/essendon-ceo-andrew-thorburn-church-homophobic-resigns/101499074
https://www.sen.com.au/news/2022/10/04/people-should-be-able-to-hold-different-views-outgoing-bombers-ceo-releases/


Keeping Time

For something to be right/accurate a reliable 

and authoritative reference point is required.



Some definitions:

A worldview is a commitment, a fundamental orientation of the heart, that 

can be expressed as a story or in a set of presuppositions (assumptions 

which may be true, partially true or entirely false) that we hold (consciously 

or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic 

constitution of reality, and that provides the foundation on which we live 

and move and have our being.
James Sire, http://www.christianity.com/theology/other-religions-beliefs/8-questions-every-worldview-must-answer.html?p=0

http://www.christianity.com/theology/other-religions-beliefs/8-questions-every-worldview-must-answer.html?p=0


[A worldview] is simply the sum total of our beliefs about the world, the 

‘big picture’ that directs our daily decisions and actions. 
Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey, How Now Shall We Live?, p.14

A worldview may be understood as a framework or set of fundamental 

beliefs through which we view the world and our place in it. 
Simon Smart, A Spectator’s Guide to World Views, p. 6



No one is neutral. 

Christians are convinced that the acquisition of knowledge and 

wisdom begins with the fear of the Lord. 

Proverbs 1:7 (ESV) 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge;

fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Proverbs 9:10 (ESV) 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,

and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 



Everyone has a worldview and worldviews have consequences.

Example:

Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900) and Hitler

I freed Germany from the stupid and degrading fallacies of conscience and 

morality … we will train young people before whom the world will tremble.  I 

want young people capable of violence – imperious, relentless and cruel.
Hitler (Plaque in Auschwitz)

If nature does not wish that weaker individuals should mate with stronger, she 

wishes even less that a superior race (like the Germanic race) should 

intermingle with an inferior (like the Jewish race).  Why?  Because, in such a 

case her efforts, throughout hundreds and thousands of years, to establish an 

evolutionary higher stage of being, may thus be rendered futile.
Hitler, Mein Kampf



Malcolm Muggeridge rightly observed:

If God is dead, somebody is going to have to take his place.  It will be 

megalomania or erotomania, the drive for power or the drive for 

pleasure, the clenched fist or the phallus, Hitler or Hugh Hefner.

Debate between Frederick Copleston and Bertrand Russell

Knowledge is a deadly friend 

When no one sets the rules.

The fate of all mankind I see

Is in the hands of fools.

King Crimson



Arriving at a worldview

A worldview needs to address the main issues of human existence: origins 

(where do I come from?), condition (what are we like and how ought we 

act?), purpose (why are we here?), destiny (where am I going?)

1. A world view must be tenable; i.e., it must begin with truth and be able 

to be argued.

2. A world view must be liveable; i.e., it must work at the level of 

experience.

3. A world view must be transferable; i.e., it must be able to be applied in 

a broad range of contexts.

Truth  experience  prescription

When one starts with the truth, it can be proven in experience and be 

justifiably prescribed for others.



A good worldview will –

1. Correspond with reality (have strong factual support).  It can’t just pick and 

choose the bits of reality that suit.  (Correspondence theory of truth/reality.)

2. Have a high degree of coherence; be internally consistent.  A logically 

contradictory system cannot be true.  (Law of non-contradiction)

3. Have a degree of explanatory power. Explain the world as it really is.

4. Be able to refute contrary world views.  The law of non-contradiction applies 

not only within a world view but also between worldviews.  If one is right, 

others must necessarily be wrong.



Biblical Worldview


