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Philippians 3:1-11 (ESV)
“ Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you is 
no trouble to me and is safe for you. Look out for the dogs, look out for the 
evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we are the 
circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and the glory in Christ 
Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh- though I myself have reason for 
confidence in the flesh also. If anyone thinks he has reason for confidence 
in the flesh, I have more. circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of 
Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 
Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless….”

Philippians 3:1-11 cont. (ESV)
(V. 7)..But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of 
all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith- that I may know him 
and the power of his resurrection, and share his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, that by any means possible I may atttain the 
resurrection from the dead.”

Context
Setting: Written around 62 A.D when Paul is under house arrest in 
Rome

Audience: The Church of Believers at Philippi. 

Reason for Writing the Letter: Paul writes the letter to 
Philippi to encourage them in their faith. Specifically for our 
passage, Paul is warning the Philippians about the false 
teaching of the Judaizers.



Philippians 3:2-3 (ESV)

“Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for 
those who mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who 
worship by the Spirit of God and the glory in Christ Jesus and put 
no confidence in the flesh.”

Philippians 3:4-6 (ESV)

“Though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If 
anyone has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more. 
Circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe 
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, 
blameless.”

Put No Confidence in the Flesh

- Circumcised (ritual) 
- people of Israel (race) 
- Tribe of Benjamin (rank) 
- A Hebrew of Hebrews (tradition) 
- A Pharisee (religion) 
- Zealous persecutor (passion) 
- Blameless (legalistic righteousness) 

Paul lists 7 ways in verses 4-6 that he and many people today put 
confidence in their flesh in order to gain good standing before God.

Circumcised on the eighth day: baptized as a baby

Of the people of Israel: Your racial or national heritage

Of the tribe of Benjamin: Your status or prestige

A Hebrew of Hebrews: Christian Heritage and tradition. 

As to the law, a Pharisee: religious prestige or 
positions 

As to zeal, a persecutor of the church: 
passion for moral righteousness

Righteousness under the law, blameless: Legalistic 
religious obedience



Nothing apart from the Righteousness of Christ can save 
us. There is no worth in any of these things when 

compared to knowing Christ.

The Surpassing Worth of 
Knowing Christ

Philippians 3:7-9 (ESV) 
“But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 
indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 
worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that 
which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith.” 

The gain and loss language here implies that there is a value 
exchange.

Philippians 1:21 (ESV)
“For me, to live is Christ to die is gain”



Mark 8:25 (ESV)
For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for My sake and the gospel’s will save it. 
Paul counted everything as loss because He found 

something of greater value, He found Christ.

Notice he doesn't say knowing of Christ, but truly knowing 
Christ.

John 17:3 (ESV)

“This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom You have sent” 



John 10:14 (ESV)
“I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know 

Me”

The greek word used in verses 7-9 is gnōsis the greek word for 
knowledge. It is used in this verse to indicate an experiential 

knowledge by personal involvement. 

Paul turns to calling everything else “rubbish” compared to gaining 
Christ and knowing Him.

The true gift of salvation is not eternity in heaven or 
fellowship with the church but Jesus himself!



Galatians 2:20 (ESV)

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but 
Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.”

Philippians 3:10-11 (ESV)

“— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and 
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that 
by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the 
dead.”

The Value of Christ’s 
Righteousness

That we may know him 

That we may experience his power 

That we have a companion in our suffering 

That we will be glorified with Him for all of eternity.

Christ’s righteousness bestowed on us is 
what gives us the ability to know Him which 

is the greatest value in our lives.



By knowing Christ we get to experience his power.

2 Corinthians 12:9 (ESV) 

“And He has said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is 
perfected in weakness.” Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about 

my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.” 

Christ’s power saves us. As the Holy Spirit dwells 
within us He helps us defeat trials and temptations, 

live a holy life, and boldly share the Gospel.

Knowing Christ gives us a companion in suffering. The best 
and most intimate moments with God happen during 

suffering.



2 Corinthians1:3-5 (ESV)
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any 
affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted 
by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ’s sufferings, so 
through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too.”

By truly knowing Christ we are promised to be glorified with God 
in eternity. The hope that one day there will be no tears, no pain, 
no evil, no worry, and no sadness. Just the beautiful worship of 

our Savior.

Philippians 3:20-21 
(ESV)

“
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be 
like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to 
subject all things to himself.”

Reflection Questions

What in your life are you putting more worth in over a 
relationship with Jesus?

Do you have a passion to truly know Christ? If you believe you 
do, does your life reflect this?

Do you feel as if your life has no worth, no value, or meaning? 


