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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Reformation Day October 30, 2022 

Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good 
news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming 
work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that 
Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

* Please Stand 

 Sunshine in My Soul/Sunlight  Bob Johannsen 



3 

Pastor: In the name of the Father, 

 and of the ☩ Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: God of all mercy and consolation,  
All: come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy 
Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were 
dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 
power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

All: Amen. 

 

 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  ELW 504 

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 

 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, gracious Lord,  
All:  we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
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Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works 
of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity 
centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 
empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

Assisting Minister: 
119Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 
Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in 
his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to 
prove at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who 
has faith in Jesus. 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 

 

 

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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  1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away. 
 7The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the Lord, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The Lord of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

Jesus encounters Zacchaeus, a rich man who is also a lost sinner. Moved by Jesus’ 
acceptance of him, Zacchaeus becomes a model of discipleship. In immediate response 
to being restored to God’s people, Zacchaeus ministers to the poor and seeks 
reconciliation with those whom he has wronged.  

 
1He entered Jericho and was passing through it. 2A man was there named Zacchaeus; he 
was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on 
account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4So he ran ahead and 
climbed a sycamore tree to see him, because he was going to pass that way. 5When 
Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come 
down; for I must stay at your house today." 6So he hurried down and was happy to 
welcome him. 7All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has gone to be the guest 
of one who is a sinner." 8Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half of my 
possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I 
will pay back four times as much." 9Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come 
to this house, because he too is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek 
out and to save the lost."  

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

 Word of God, Come Down on Earth  ELW 510,  
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Assisting Minister: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on 
behalf of all of God’s creation... 

 Hear us, O God, 
All: Your mercy is great. 

… 

Pastor: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent 
prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org 

 

You are invited to use this time to offer prayers to God or to dwell in the music. 

  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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The congregation may be seated 

  

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

  

 Around You, O Lord Jesus,  ELW 468,  

 We Come Now to Your Table,  ACS 970,  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 

 Founded on Faith,   ACS 1048v 1, 2, 3, 5  
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Two 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister: Carrie Hoerauf 

Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Dee Holland  

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Usher: Lucille Snyder-Pires  

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister: Volunteer Opportunity 

Cantor(s): Bob & Adrian Johannsen  

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Volunteer Opportunity 

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Refreshments will be served after the 
service in the lounge. 

• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  
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October 30, 2022 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 

Who Needs to Be Freed? 

Martin Luther disliked the idea that adherents to his ideas would call themselves 
“Lutherans,” preferring the term “Christians” instead. Luther wanted the focus to be on 
what Christ had done, not on what he had done. So perhaps Luther would be distressed 
to see so many faithful people not only calling themselves Lutherans five centuries later, 
but also celebrating Reformation Sunday as a church holiday! Lucky for Luther, the fo-
cus of Reformation Sunday is not on Luther’s writings or accomplishments but on the 
freedom in Christ that is at the heart of the gospel message. 

In today’s text from John’s gospel, Jesus’ audience also quibbled over terminology. 
When Jesus told them, “The truth will make you free” (John 8:32), they were suspicious 
about what exactly he meant by “free.” They rejected any implication that they or their 
ancestors might previously have been slaves in need of being set free. However, Jesus 
wasn’t talking about politics or history. He was referring to a kind of slavery that trans-
cends context: the slavery of sin. All people have been enslaved by sin, and all people 
need God’s mercy. We are bound by the individual sin of personal choices and by the 
societal sin of complex systems that are beyond any one person’s control. 

The weight of all that sin can feel crushing, but at the heart of the Reformation message 
is the truth that, through Christ’s death and resurrection, God has already offered us un-
conditional forgiveness for all our sins, no matter how heavy. We don’t need to earn 
God’s mercy because it is a gift offered without reservation or requirement. God’s grace 
is given to us for free and to make us free. Thanks be to God, the chains are gone! That 
is the good news at the heart of Luther’s teachings, and it is the good news at the heart 
of our celebration on Reformation Sunday and every day. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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Reformation Day 

Monday, October 31, 2022 

By the end of the seventeenth century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a festival 
commemorating Martin Luther's posting of the Ninety-five Theses, a summary of abus-
es in the church of his time. At the heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the 
good news that it is by grace through faith that we are justified and set free. 

All Saints Day 

Tuesday, November 1, 2022 

The custom of commemorating all of the saints of the church on a single day goes back 
at least to the third century. All Saints Day celebrates the baptized people of God, living 
and dead, who make up the body of Christ. On this day or the following Sunday, many 
congregations will remember the faithful who have died during the past year. 

Martín de Porres, renewer of society, died 1639 

Thursday, November 3, 2022 

Martín was the son of a Spanish knight and a freed Black woman from Panama. As a 
lay brother in the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), he engaged in many charitable 
works in Lima, Peru. He founded an orphanage, a hospital, and a clinic for cats and 
dogs. 

John Christian Frederick Heyer, died 1873; Bartholomaeus Ziegenbalg, died 1719; 
Ludwig Nommensen, died 1918; missionaries 

Monday, November 7, 2022 

Heyer was the first missionary sent out by American Lutherans. After teaching at Get-
tysburg College and Seminary he was assigned to the Andhra region of India. A worker 
among the Tamil people on the southeast coast of India, Ziegenbalg was opposed both 
by local Hindus and by Danish authorities who favored a different missionary style. He 
was known for caring about the welfare of the whole person. Nommensen was born in 
northern Germany and was sent to Sumatra as a Lutheran missionary. Working among 
the Batak people, he translated the scriptures into their language, and honored their na-
tive culture. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Laura Snyder, daughter-in-law of Lucille Snyder Pires, who has had a stroke. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber. 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and 
the leaders throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 
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October St. Timothy Foundation Month 

This Week 

Sunday, 10/30 Worship 10:00 am 

 Annual Meeting Following Service 

Wednesday, 11/2 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 11/6 Worship 10:00 am  Daylight Savings 

Wednesday, 11/9 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

Thursday, 11/10 Property Committee 9:15 am 

 

 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

pastorsandi@sttim.org 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and anytime for emergencies:  

831-262-6222 


