
Spiritual Warfare – The Demonic Realm 

Understand the Sources of Temptation 

As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed 

the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those 

who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath.  

Ephesians 2 

Christ is Victorious 

The Holy Spirit indwells us 

The Demonic Realm? 

7And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his 

angels fought back. 8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9The great 

dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 

astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.  Revelation 12 

 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. Revelation 12 

Satan’s Army 

1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia, a revelation was given to Daniel (who was called Belteshazzar). 

Its message was true and it concerned a great war.  The understanding of the message came to him in a 

vision.  2 At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. 3 I ate no choice food; no meat or wine 

touched my lips; and I used no lotions at all until the three weeks were over.  

 12 Then he continued, "Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain 

understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I have come in 

response to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then Michael, 

one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained there with the king of Persia. 14 Now I 

have come to explain to you what will happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a 

time yet to come."  Daniel 10 

They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes 2 When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with 

an impure spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 3 This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind 

him anymore, not even with a chain. 4 For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the 

chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. No one was strong enough to subdue him. 5 Night and day 

among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones. 

6 When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. 7 He shouted at the top 

of his voice, “What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? In God’s name don’t torture 

me!” 8 For Jesus had said to him, “Come out of this man, you impure spirit!” 

9 Then Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 



“My name is Legion,” he replied, “for we are many.” 10 And he begged Jesus again and again not to send 

them out of the area. Mark 5 

What Can Demons Do? 

Temp Us/Deceive Us/ Lie to Us 

Persecute Us -  10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of 

you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of 

death, and I will give you the crown of life.  11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. Revelation 2 

Cast Guilt, Fear and Doubt 

Inflict Pain or Disease 

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of 

Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to 

me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all 

the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 2 Corinthians 12 

Teach False Doctrine 

The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and 

things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been 

seared as with a hot iron. 1 Timothy 4:1 

12 And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to cut the ground from under those who want an 

opportunity to be considered equal with us in the things they boast about. 13 For such people are false 

apostles, deceitful workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder, for Satan himself 

masquerades as an angel of light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also masquerade as servants 

of righteousness. Their end will be what their actions deserve. 2 Corinthians 11 

 19 Do I mean then that food sacrificed to an idol is anything, or that an idol is anything? 20 No, but the 

sacrifices of pagans are offered to demons, not to God, and I do not want you to be participants with 

demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too; you cannot have a part in 

both the Lord’s table and the table of demons. 1 Corinthians 10 

Can a Christian be Possessed? 

32He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But when Jesus 

turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. "Get behind me, Satan!" he said. "You do not have 

in mind the things of God, but the things of men." Mark 8 

10On a Sabbath Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues, 11and a woman was there who had been 

crippled by a spirit for eighteen years. She was bent over and could not straighten up at all. 12When 



Jesus saw her, he called her forward and said to her, "Woman, you are set free from your infirmity." 

13Then he put his hands on her, and immediately she straightened up and praised God.  

14Indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the synagogue ruler said to the people, "There 

are six days for work. So come and be healed on those days, not on the Sabbath." 15The Lord answered 

him, "You hypocrites! Doesn't each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead 

it out to give it water? 16Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has kept 

bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?"  Luke 13 

25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all 

members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still 

angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but 

must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with 

those in need. Ephesians 4 

Demonic spirits cannot penetrate to the core of this person’s being and snatch away what belongs to 

God.  A believer may yield to the evil impulse or to a demonic spirit, allowing it to assert a dominating 

influence over mind, will or emotions or even the body.  But the person’s new identity as a child of God 

cannot be erased or stolen.  Nor do demonic spirits have the ability to evict the Holy Spirit of God.  

Clinton Arnold, 3 Crucial Questions About Spiritual Warfare   

How do you give the devil a foothold? 

1. Unrepentant habitual sin 

2. Adherence to false teaching 

3. Adherence to false religions 

4. Exposure to witchcraft/the occult/psychic 

5. Family history 

Jesus has Defeated Satan 

22Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so 

that he could both talk and see. 23All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of 

David?"  24But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, "It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, 

that this fellow drives out demons."  

 25Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, "Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and 

every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided 

against himself. How then can his kingdom stand? 27And if I drive out demons by Beelzebub, by whom 

do your people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28But if I drive out demons by the 

Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29"Or again, how can anyone enter a strong 

man's house and carry off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man? Then he can rob his 

house.  Matthew 12 

 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he 

loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. Colossians 1 

 


