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•  Is a request to stand in body or in spirit 
 
Prelude     Prayer (Cherubini); Offertory in E-flat (Dubois); Adagio (Fauré) 
  

Listening as we Gather 
Acknowledgement of the Land                                                         Rick Heemskerk 

We acknowledge that we gather on the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee, Anishnawbe and Neutral peoples and acknowledge their 
stewardship of this land throughout the ages. We seek a new relationship with 
Original Peoples of this land, one based on honour and deep respect. 
 
We aspire to create a safer space for everyone.  We welcome you and the gifts 
you bring as part of your sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, 
age, race, cultural background, or abilities. 

 
Welcome and Opportunities for Ministry and Fellowship 

 

Introit  Feed Us with Hunger for Justice                    
                     Feed us with hunger for justice.  

                Feed us with thirst for peace 
  

• Procession of the Light and Word  
 

• Call to Worship                                                                 
 

      ALL: In the midst of the world’s chaos, 
Come to this place and find peace. 
When your mind is overwhelmed with what you experience, 
Come to this place and find hope. 
If your heart is heavy with fear, with worry, with sorrow, 
Come to this place and find strength. 
As you long for community in a world torn apart, 
Come to this place and find love. 
 
   

• Opening Hymn      My Soul Cries Out                                               MV 120  
 



 

  1. My soul cries out with a joyful shout 
 that the God of my heart is great, 
 and my spirit sings of the wondrous things 
 that you bring to the ones who wait. 
 You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, 
 and my weakness you did not spurn, 
 so from east to west shall my name be blest. 
 Could the world be about to turn? 
 
 Refrain 
 My heart shall sing of the day you bring. 
 Let the fires of your justice burn. 
 Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
 and the world is about to turn! 
 
2. Though I am small, my God, my all, 
 you work great things in me, 
 and your mercy will last from the depths of the past 
 to the end of the age to be. 
 Your very name puts the proud to shames, 
 and to those who would for you yean, 
 you will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
 for the world is about to turn. 
 
3. From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
 not a stone will be left on stone. 
 Let the king beware for your justice tears 
 ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 
 The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
 for the food they can never earn; 
 there are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, 
 for the world is about to turn. 
 
4. Though the nations rage from age to age, 
 we remember who holds us fast: 
 God’s mercy must deliver us from the conqueror’s crushing grasp. 
 This saving word that our forebears heard 
 is the promise which holds us bound, 
 ‘til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
 who is turning the world around. 
 

 



 

• Prayer of Approach         
One: In a world with too many who go hungry, 
All: We come for the bread of life. 
In a world where too much of the harvest rots undistributed, 
We come to share in the harvest of God’s word. 
In a world where a few have too much, and too many have so little, 
We come seeking the peace of God in our hearts. 
In a world of farmers living hand to mouth to feed people in other countries,  
We come to move from “just us” to justice. 
We come, O God, in prayer: 
Persist within our hearts, O Christ, that your law of self-giving love may 
become the centre of our living faithfully, may empower our reaching out 
to others, may widen our vision for a global perspective, and may extend 
our embrace to include everyone. Come to us in word, song, prayer and 
praise. Amen 
 
Ministry of Music:       Cydney Morris 
   

Listening For God’s Word 
        
Old Testament Reading: Micah 6: 6-8                Reader: Muriel Omand-Naylor 
 
With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down before the exalted God? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 
 
7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive 
oil? Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of 
my soul? 8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord 
require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly[a] with your 
God.  
  
 One: Herein is wisdom. 
 All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsive Psalm    Psalm 119:105-112, part 5                VU 840- 841 
        Refrain:  Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light for my path. 
 
Your word is a lamp for my feet, and a light for my path. 
 I have sworn an oath and confirmed it,  
 To keep your righteous judgements. 



 

I am in deep distress; 
Give me life, O God, according to your word.  
 Accept, O God, the willing tribute of my lips, 
 And teach me your decrees.  R 
 
I take my life into my hands continually, 
Yet I never forget your law; 
 The wicked have laid a snare for me,  
 But I have not strayed from your precepts.  
Your testimonies are my heritage forever, 
The very joy of my heart. 
 I have set my heart to fulfil your statutes,  
 Forever, even to the end.   R 
 
The Gospel:  
• Gospel Reading Matthew 22, 15-22                  Reader: Rev. Dr. David Pfrimmer 
Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar 
15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They 
sent their disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in 
accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, because you pay no 
attention to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay 
the imperial tax[a] to Caesar or not?” 
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to 
trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They brought him a 
denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?” 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. 
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what 
is God’s.” 
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away. 
 
 
     One: This is the Gospel of Jesus the Christ. 
     All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
  Ministry of Music:       Litany for Ukraine                                          Jeff Enns 
                                        Gallery choir 
    
Sermon:  What Does God Require of Us? Faithful Public Citizenship Part 2  
        Dr. David Pfrimmer 
  



 

• Hymn   Commonwealth is God’s Commandment          Tune: RESTORATION 
 

1. Commonweatlh is God’s commandment, common goods are meant to 
share. 
Tables set and doors wide open welcome angels unaware.  
 
Refrain: 
Plead for the peace of all creation. Pray for a place where grace is found. 
Shanti, pax, shalom, maslaha: common good is holy ground. 
 

2. Sharing lavish gifts and blessings, love that not one mite withholds,  
Stretch out arms to friends and strangers; God has sheep of many folds. 
Refrain 
 

3. Genders, races, tribes and nations, hear the Holy One who talks, 
Bidding all to work together, bridging lives and breaching walls.  
Refrain 

 

Responding to God’s Word 
 
Time of Offering  
 
Prayer of Dedication 

God’s gifts are all around us and live within us. 
Let us respond in faith, love, and generosity. 
AMEN 

. 
 
Call to Prayer Come, bring your burdens to God                      (South African) 
 Come, bring your burdens to God (3x) 
   For Jesus will never say no.  
 
Prayers of the People 
Please join in prayer, first, a prayer for these times: 
ONE: You are with us every day and in every way, Loving God 
ALL: When life is easy, and the going is smooth, you smile with us. 
ONE: When peace is shattered and conflict rule, as we face climate change, wars, 
and economic uncertainty, you are our rock. 
ALL: When we hear disturbing news, you will not leave us. 
ONE: You are with us when we are troubled and afraid. 
ALL: In the heat of crisis and indecision, you calm us. 



 

ONE: Your presence transforms and strengthens us. 
ALL: You will never leave us and for this we give thanks. 
ONE: In silence, we offer our personal prayers for peace and comfort. 
[time of silent prayer] 
We remember those close to our hearts who are facing challenges, may your 
comfort be felt and present in these times 
[time of silent prayer] 
 
And now we join in the Maori Lord’s prayer: 
 
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
Source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all, 
Loving God, in whom is heaven: 
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on 
earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us. 
From trials too great to endure, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
The New Zealand Anglican Maori Lord's Prayer 
- The New Zealand Book of Prayer | He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa. Originally published in 1989, 

The New Zealand Prayer Book (created by the Anglican Church in Aotearoa) was re-published in a 
new version by Harper Collins in 1997. 

 
• Sending Hymn Jesus Christ is Waiting                                                 VU 117 
 

1. Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets, 
No one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
Make me friend or stranger, fit to wait on you. 
 

2. Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, 
Where injustice spirals and real hope retreats.  
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too.  



 

In the Kingdom’s causes let me rage with you. 
 

3. Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets, 
Curing those who suffer, touching those he greets. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. 
Let my care be active, healing just like you. 
 

4. Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, 
Where each sign of hatred he, with love, defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too.  
On suspicion’s graveyard let me dance with you. 
 

5. Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 
“Who will join my journey?  I will guide their feet.” 
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few.   
Walk one step before me; I will follow you.   

 

• Benediction and Sending Forth  
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and in God’s son, Jesus Christ out Lord; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, remain with you 
always. AMEN       
 

• When you walk from here       
When you walk from here, when you walk from here,  
Walk with justice, walk with mercy, and with God’s humble care. 

  
Recession of the Light and Word       
           
Postlude:       Trumpet Tune                                                         Martha Slotbaje 

 

Guest Biographies 
 
Dr. John Milloy currently serves as Assistant Professor of Public Ethics; Director, Centre for Public 
Ethics; Practitioner-in-Residence, Department of Political Science, Wilfrid Laurier University. 
 From 2003 to 2014 Dr. Milloy served as the member of provincial parliament (MPP) for 
Kitchener Centre, holding five cabinet portfolios. Prior to that he worked on Parliament Hill as a 
political adviser to a number of senior cabinet ministers as well as spending five years on the senior 
staff of former prime minister Jean Chrétien. 
He completed my undergraduate education at Carleton University in Ottawa. received an MA in 
International History from the London School of Economics, and a DPhil in Modern History from the 
University of Oxford. 
 

https://luther.wlu.ca/centres/centre-for-public-ethics.html
https://luther.wlu.ca/centres/centre-for-public-ethics.html


 

Dr. David Pfrimmer served as the principal-dean and professor of applied Christian ethics at 
Martin Luther University College (formerly Waterloo Lutheran Seminary) from May 1, 2005 to Aug. 
31, 2015. After stepping down as principal-dean, he continues to serve as fellow in the school's 
Centre for Public Ethics. 
 David was the executive secretary for the denomination. For 25 years, he served as 
director of the Lutheran Office for Public Policy. He has served as chairperson of numerous 
ecumenical and multifaith organizations including the Canadian Council of Churches’ Commission 
on Justice and Peace and was a founding member and chairperson of the Interfaith Social 
Assistance Reform Coalition. 
 He has represented the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada (ELCIC) on a wide range 
of ecumenical and multifaith coalitions that have addressed issues of economic globalization; social 
and health policy; Canadian foreign policy peace and disarmament; human rights and aboriginal 
rights. He has represented the ELCIC on the governing council of the Lutheran World Federation 
and has been frequently a member of numerous election observer, human rights and ecumenical 
delegations. 

 

 


