
30th Annual Convention Highlights 

Northwestern Minnesota  

Synodical Women’s Organization of the ELCA 

Fall  2017 Volume 1, Issue 1 

SNOW Newsletter 

Special points of 

interest: 

 Mary Magdalene 

Awards 

 Convention High-

lights 

 First Timers—Grant 

Recipients 

 Stewardship: All 

Anew 

 Board Cuts Budget, 

Extends Executive 

Director Term 

 President’s Message 

 

Inside this issue: 

Mary Magdalene 

Awards 

2-4 

Letter from the Desk 

of the President 

5 

Stewardship: All Anew 

by Audrey Riley 

6 

First Timers Scholar-

ship Recipients 

8 

 Physical Offering 

Recipient—Pinehaven 

Youth & Family 

9 

Board Cuts Budget, 

Extends Executive 

10 

  



Mary Magdalene Award Recipients 

Page 2 

SNOW Newsletter 

CONFERENCE 1 - Cynthia Baker  
Cynthia is a member of Mt. Carmel 
Lutheran Church, Roosevelt, MN and 
is a Synodically Appointed Minister 
(SAM) within the Northwestern Min-
nesota.   

Cynthia was a Domestic Violence 
Awareness Educator for a battered 
women’s shelter in Bemidji.  Pastor 
Thomas Oberg (now retired) would 
ask her to fill in for him at Mt. Carmel 
when he needed a Sunday free.  At 
the beginning he’d leave a sermon to 
read, but then found out she was 
rewriting them using his points, but 
her own voice.  He pointed her to 
some resources to help guide her 
theologically in sermon writing 

Cynthia found she had a love and 
calling for preaching the gospel.  She 
found  a lay class offered by the NW 
MN Synod that was focused on “The 
Craft of Preaching”.  The class was 
let by Karoline Lewis—one of the 
main contributors to Working Preach-
er.  She was very informative and 
invigorating. 

Pastor Thomas Oberg decided to 
retire.  Pastor Oberg had recom-
mended Cynthia to Bishop Wohlrabe 
to fill in for Bethany and Mt. Carmel.  
Bishop Wohlrabe asked her to fill out 
an application for )(parish specific) 
and when they met for coffee and 
had a face to face discussion, he 
decided to take a chance on her. 

Cynthia covered preaching for Beth-
any and Mt. Carmel for three 
months.  She works full time and has 
a family.  It was a very intense learn-
ing experience.  Both congregations 
helped her along and the details of 
the service and were very patient 
with her learning curve. 

After Pastor Rufus came, Cynthia 
was looking forward to taking more 

classed and read more books, but 
the need in this area for ELCA 
SAM preachers is high.  She is 
currently serving Concordia/Ross 
Pinecreek ELCA parish Northwest 
of Roseau.  She is there the 1st 
and 3rd Sunday of every month.  
Bonnie Nordvall (another SAM) 
serves there the 2nd and 4th Sun-
days.   

Cynthia has been a Sunday 
School teacher for Mt. Carmel, a 
secretary on their church council, 
and she fills in as a Sunday School 
teacher at times for Bethany Lu-
theran in Williams.  She organizes 
the newsletter for Bethany/Mt. Car-
mel as well.  Cynthia joins in 
WELCA events when her schedule 
permits for both parishes.  

CONFERENCE  2 - Irene Rosten 
Irene is a member of Salem Lu-
theran Church, Oklee, MN.  
Through the giving and sharing of 
her talents, Irene’s actions spread 
the Good News and tell of God’s 
love.  For almost 60 years, 59 to 
be exact, Irene Rosten has been 
sharing her talents with the Salem 
Congregation and beyond.  Irene 
has held every office in Salem 
WELCA over the years, serving as 
treasurer for 15 years.  She rarely 
misses a meeting.  For numerous 
years she was on the altar commit-
tee, seeing that the correct colors 
were up and the wine and bread 
were ready for communion.  She 
still fills in when someone can’t do 
their Sunday. 

Irene has taught Sunday School, 
been a Foster Grandparent in the 
local school, and made too many 
quilts to count for Lutheran World 
Relief and local charities, such as 
the VIP shelter in Thief River Falls, 
Northland Rescue Mission in 
Grand Forks, and Project Linus.  
She has handed down her love of 

quilting for charity to her daugh-
ter, Sandy.  Every year the Sa-
lem WELCA makes school kits.  
Irene and Sandy contribute addi-
tional kits that they have made 
on their own.  Irene is also one 
of the sewers of the backpack 
bags for the WELCA  school 
kits. 

At Easter and Christmas our 
church sanctuary is blessed with 
the beauty of Easter lilies and 
poinsettias, thanks to Irene.  She 
puts out a sheet for members to 
sign up and to list whom they 
are honoring.  She purchases 
the flowers, brings them to the 
church, and sets up the displays.  
She also waters those plants as 
needed as they are around for 
several weeks. 

If WELCA needs someone to 
order a cake for a reception, 
order rolls for Easter breakfast, 
just ask Irene.  However, Irene 
does many things without being 
asked.  For example, she cleans 
the church (although she proba-
bly shouldn’t be doing it because 
of her fibromyalgia) if she sees it 
needs to be done.  Secondly, 
Irene keeps the supply of confir-
mation and baptism gifts from 
Thrivent updated as needed.  
Finally, our basement dining 
room tables have beautiful cen-
terpieces that get changed with 
the seasons.  Irene quietly goes 
about doing this with most peo-
ple being unaware.  These are 
just some examples of Irene 
doing things without being 
asked. 

Tirelessly working for the Lord, 
whether asked by others or not, 
Irene spreads the Joy of the 
Lord.  Her selfless acts of kind-
ness and service exemplify “Well 
done, good and faithful servant” 
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Mary Magdalene Award Recipients Continued 

CONFERENCE 3 - Marian Bakken 
Marian Bakken has always been a 
leader, a friend and someone many 
look up to for guidance.  When I 
hear of the fruits of the spirit:   
Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kind-
ness, Goodness, Faithfulness, 
Gentleness, and Self Control, they 
describe her.  She not only tells of 
her love for Jesus, but she shows 
her Faith and Love in all she does 
every day.  She is a true woman of 
God.   By Marilyn Flateland 

CONFERENCE 4 — Karen Olson 
Karen is a member of First Luther-
an Church and is the current Presi-
dent of their FLCW.  She has a 
kind, accepting and positive attitude 
in this leadership role for the wom-
en of First Lutheran Church.  Karen 
always helps with the Wednesday 
night meals at First Lutheran.  She 
also works with the younger women 
to find programs that will meet their 
Christian needs.  People going 
through difficult times in their lives 
often find their way to Karen’s 
home to stay for a while. 

Karen’s love for doing God’s work 
shows in all that she does. 

CONFERENCE 6 - Norma Smith 
Norma is a member of First Luther-
an, Detroit Lakes. Norma is the cur-
rent president of the FLCW Wom-
en’s organization and totally devot-
ed to her church. 

Norma has been leading our group 
for several years, helping plan our 
annual programs and Mother 
Daughter events, summer lunch-
eons and other women’s activities 
like bus tours to a variety of places 
like Gardens and summer theaters 
in the area.  Norma and her daugh-
ter have also served breakfast for 
many years to the summer Bible 
Schools staff  and teacher recogni-
tion events, and coffee and cookies 

for the Children’s Christmas Store eve-
ry December for two days.   

She has spearheaded a fleece making 
event for high school seniors by help-
ing buy the fleece and setting up a 
work day so that all HS seniors take 
home a fleece blanket and book from 
our church each year. 

She works on Action Teams, at funer-
als and encourages women to become 
involved in our circles and Bible Stud-
ies.  Her faith and courage have been 
a source of strength to all women in 
our congregation. 

Norma has been part of the Women’s 
group for 60 years.  Wherever she 
lived, she became involved in order to 
meet other women.  In Circle, she led 
Bible studies, served refreshments 
regularly and participated wherever 
she could.  She served several times 
as secretary and president.   

LWR has been a passion of hers, put-
ting together School Kits, and personal 
Care Kits.  Making layettes, she en-
joyed the most  She collected clothes 
all summer and assembled them dur-
ing the winter.  She would sometimes 
sew 2 pieces of flannel together to 
make a large receiving blanket, but the 
rest were gently used or new items.  
She was quite particular about match-
ing colors since she thought of it as 
“What if it were my grandchild getting 
this”. 

She served on Altar Guild, helped at 
many funerals and during Lenten and 
Advent Services, helped when soup 
and sandwiches were served.  Along 
with her husband and daughter, many 
gallons of soups were made for those 
occasions. For several years she orga-
nized day trips to interesting places in 
the area.  It was fun for men or wom-
en, but the older women who didn’t 
drive especially enjoyed. It. 

The last several years she has been 
part of co-council, planning programs 

and attending to business matters.  
Norma feels that a church as big 
as First Lutheran needs a Wom-
en’s Organization and will do what 
it takes to keep it going.  She has 
remained faithful and an active 
member of First Lutheran Church, 
Detroit Lakes, MN. 

CONFERENCE 7 - Nellda Lehne 
Nellda is is a member of Zion Lu-
theran Church of Amor.  Our 
church often feels like home to us 
and like our home, we do what we 
need to do to help it survive.  With-
out that care, our church might not 
be as “whole”.  Especially active 
members, however, enale our 
church to thrive, to become more 
than just a building.  One of hose 
important people in our church, is 
Nellda Lehne.  Her vital commit-
ment to Zion is impressive and we 
would be lost without her.  \After 
working in the Twin Cities for 31 
years as an office supervisor,.  
Pickerel Lake became her home 
where she lives with her husband, 
Floyd.  They have been active 
members at Zion for 22 years. 

Crucial to the urging of the “Go and 
Tell” word of Jesus are those who 
are visibly out front, but just as es-
sential are those who work quietly 
and unobtrusively.  At Zion, Nellda 
is involved in WELCA, providing 
rides to and from events.  She is 
involved with her circle, and quilt-
ing, but many ties she can also be 
found in our kitchen cleaning 
stoves and refrigerators.  Weekly, 
she visits shut-ins and residents in 
nursing homes, often bringing 
baked goods or flowers from her 
gardens. 

A Master Gardner for 19 years, 
Nelda is a member of the Fergus 
Falls Garden Club, providing over 
200 plants each year for their  



(Nellda Lehne, Conf. 7 continued.) 

 Annual spring plant sale.  We 
appreciate her skills at Zion 
where she does most of the 
planting and weeding in the flow-
er beds around the church.   

To keep our church strong, we 
need all our members to be ac-
tive, however they are able.   
Nellda goes above and beyond in 
following Christ’s words to “Go 
and Tell”. 

CONFERENCE 8 -  
Joan Burguest 
Joan is a member of Esther Lu-
theran Church, Parkers Prairie, a 
rural church ten miles from any 
town.  She is married to Tom, 
they have four children and four 
grandchildren.  Joan is a busy 
mother and grandmother, yet has 
time to be a vital part of our con-
gregation.  Joan has been the 
church’s treasurer since 2008 
and youth group adviser since 
2003.  She is actively involved in 
WELCA circles and is part of the 
serving group for funerals at Es-
ther. In our congregation, as the 
treasurer, Joan is responsible for 
coordinating payments with the 
church council.  She interacts 
with the bank and any individuals 
in the community.  Joan runs re-
ports for the monthly and yearly 
council meetings.  She is always 
able to balance those responsibil-
ities with running their own farm.  
Joan has a great passion for the 
youth of our congregation.  Our 
rural congregation has many 
young families, with nearly 30% 
of our active members are 0-19 
years in age, Joan knows that the 
youth are the future of the 
church. 

She is a wonderful example of “Go 
and Tell” to our congregation and 
youth in so many ways. 

As youth group advisor, Joan 
helps them lead worship services 
with meaningful songs and mes-
sages, she makes sure that eve-
ryone who wants to participate 
has a part in the service.  She 
organizes fund raisers for a stu-
dents from Africa that the youth 
groups sponsor.  She coordi-
nates fun events in our church for 
the youth.  The event that is the 
biggest hit, not only with our 
youth, but the youth within our 
community, is the annual lock-in, 
where Joan outlasts the kids in 
the sleep department. 

She coordinates our youth at-
tending both the Middle School 
and High School Youth Gather-
ings in NW MN Synod and every 
three years to the National Youth 
Gatherings.  Joan was one of the 
chaperones to the Youth Gather-
ing in Detroit, Michigan. 

She suggests inspirational books 
to kids for many occasions, or-
ganizes trips to see any of the 
Christian movies that play in the 
area or Christian music group 
concerts. 

Our youth go Christmas Caroling 
to some of our congregation’s 
shut-ins, because Joan drives 
them around.  She has the youth 
fill boxes of goodies to church 
youth in college for encourage-
ment during finals week.  With a 
lot of Joan’s help, our youth re-
cently served our congregation’s 
Easter Breakfast. 

From the youngest to the oldest 
youth, her belief in involving them 
in educational, interesting and 
fun church activities will increase 
and strengthen their faith and 
bond them to the church insuring 
its future.   
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Mary Magdalene Award Recipients Continued 

Our Mission 
Mobilizing women to act boldly on 
their faith in Jesus Chris 

Our Purpose  
As community of women created in 
the image of God, called to disciple-
ship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit, we commit our-
selves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, 
support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and 
promote healing and wholeness in the 
church, the society, and the world. 



Dear Women of the ELCA: 
 

Thank you for electing me to lead this organization for another 2 year term. I 

am humbled and proud by the trust you give me and the rest of the board of 
the NW MN Synodical Organization to make decisions that positively impact 

our organization. 

 

Thank you to our outgoing board member Margaret Kragerud and Treasurer 
Carolyn Nelson for the fine job they have done for the past four years. Car-

olyn will remain treasurer until the end of the fiscal year which is January 31, 

2018. They will be missed. We welcome a new board member, Mary Peter-
son from Fergus Falls and our new treasurer, Roxanne Goulet from Roosevelt. 

 

I thank everyone for the generosity with the physical offering at the convention. When we finished counting duffle 
bags and suitcases for kids in crisis, we ended up with 451 duffle bags and suitcases!!! Pinehaven Youth and Fami-

ly Services took 195 bags back with them and the rest were given to crisis centers and county social services with-

in NW MN. We have received many heartfelt “thank you” letters from various agencies for the generous donation.  

You ladies rock! 
 

I am excited to announce the dates and location for our 2018 SWO Convention. It will be held Friday-Saturday 

September 14 – 15, 2018. It will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes and will be hosted by the la-
dies from Trinity Lutheran, First Lutheran and Grace Lutheran, all from Detroit Lakes. Your board is looking at 

speakers and themes for the convention. If you have thoughts and ideas and suggestions for speakers for the up-

coming convention, please share them with any of the board members.  
 

Roxanne Goulet and I have the great honor to go to the ribbon cutting of the solar grid project at the Phebe Hospi-

tal in Liberia. This solar grid provides all the daytime electrical needs for the hospital, and this is a huge step. 

Many units from our SWO have contributed to this project and have help make it a reality. We thank you for gifts 
of money given at the Fall Conference Gatherings to help us offset some of the expenses of this trip. When we re-

turn, we both are willing to come and share about our time in Liberia.  

 
Another item of importance I would like share with you. We need your help to fund the scholarships that are 

awarded to high school seniors that are attending ELCA Colleges. Looking back at the original memorial that was 

passed, only as many scholarships were to be awarded as money was available. The past few years, the number of 

seniors applying for scholarships has exceeded the money donated. The board chose to award scholarships to all 
that applied, as they were all worthy of the scholarship. Going forward, we will only award as many scholarships 

as we have money donated. At year end, as your units look at places to donate money, please consider the scholar-

ship program. 
 

Thank you for believing in and supporting the Women of the ELCA. 

 
Peace and blessings! 

 

Sue Ellwanger 

NW MN SWO President 

From the Desk of the President 
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Stewardship and support:  All Anew 
by Audrey Riley 
In July of this year, thousands of women gathered 
in Minneapolis under the theme, “All Anew.” For 
many—more than 1,300—the event was their first 
triennial; for others, it was their second or third; for 
some, it was their tenth triennial gathering of Wom-
en of the ELCA. 
Together, all these women (and a few men) sang and prayed and learned and played—and 
they gave in an All Anew way. They gave blood for the Red Cross blood drive, sweat in the 
Run, Walk and Roll 5K, and handiwork in quilts, finger labyrinths and more, as well as in-kind 
gifts and offerings of money, all poured out and overflowing in loving service and generosity. 
The opening worship service of the Tenth Triennial Gathering was a Thankoffering service, 
following the outline included in the Fall issue of Interchange. What an offering of thankful-
ness and praise! The women who took part in that service gave a total of nearly $50,000 in 

joyful gratitude for blessings received. That’s a lot of gratitude—but then again, there’s a lot to be grateful for, isn’t there?  
Amen and amen. 
Thankofferings support the ongoing ministries of the churchwide expression of Women of the ELCA. Some of the activities 
supported by our Thankofferings include the work of our elected churchwide board, the publishing ministries of Women of 
the ELCA, our scholarships committee, and much more. Your faithful generosity makes all the work of Women of the ELCA 
possible.  (Fall issue of Interchange is available online at www.welca.org) 

Audrey Riley is 
director for stew-
ardship and devel-
opment for 
Women of the 
ELCA. 
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First Time Grant Recipi-
ents, Judy Jones, Faith Lu-
theran, Goodridge, MN 
and Karrie Walters, Our 
Sav-
ior’s Lutheran, Moorhead, 
MN attended the NW MN 
Synod Women’s Organiza-
tion Convention at Fair 
Hills in September. 

To encourage the partici-
pation of women in the 
Women of the ELCA 
(WELCA), the NW MN SWO 
invites up to 8 women as 
guests to participate for 
the first time in our con-
vention.  The SWO pays for 
the convention registration 
and lodging for the Grant 

First Timer’s Grant Recipients 
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Recipients. Local congrega-
tional units are responsible 
for transportation, if neces-
sary. 

The Mission Growth Com-
mittee provides First Timers’ 
Grant Applications on the 
NW MN SWO Website and 
in the first Convention Mail-
ing in February to Units pri-
or to the Fall NW MN SWO 
Convention. Interested par-
ticipants are encouraged to 
apply.  

Margaret Kragerud 

Pastor Laurie Natwick led the Bible study following 

the Worship Service. She used the scripture theme 

verse Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind to one another, tender-

hearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 

forgiven you.” She also included the verse before that 

“Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and an-

ger and wrangling and slander, together with all mal-

ice.” She gave examples from her family’s experiences 

preceding and after her mother’s death. Kindness can 

be shown to and appreciated by staff members in a 

care facility, fellow shoppers at the grocery store, and 

everyone who benefits from our hospitality.   

By Diane Teigland 

Bible Study 

The Keynote speaker for our annual SWO Convention this 
year was Kevin Wallevand.  Kevin is a native of Vining, Min-
nesota, and is a reporter at WDAY.  Kevin has been a re-
porter for WDAY for 34 years and has touched many lives 
around the world with his acts of kindness.  He is Fargo’s 
most recognizable reporter on screen and off. 
His series and documentary work has brought him to Afri-
ca, Vietnam, Haiti, Kosovo, South America, Mongolia and 
the Middle East.  He is an Emmy and Edward R. Morrow 
award recipient. 
Kevin spoke to us about sex trafficking and the “dirty little 
secret” in the Bakken.  Along with the oil boom came 
crime, prostitution and sex trafficking.  The oil patch has 
become a big concern, and he told of different organiza-
tion that are working to control and help these women 
recover from this trauma.  We also watched his documen-
tary on Sex Trafficking in the Bakken. 
Thank- you Kevin for your presentation.  He certainly has 
shown us that the power of kindness can change the 
world. 
 
By Carol Gealow 

Keynote Speaker 

Worship & Communion 

Presiding Minister-Pastor Rachel Stout, First Evangelical 
Lutheran, Parkers Prairie 
Preaching—Bishop Larry Wohlrabe, NW MN Synod 
Music-Jon Dahl and Matt Endreson, Church of Good 
Shepherd, Moorhead 
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Root Beer & Hymn Sing 

Pinehaven Youth & Family Services 

The team from Pinehaven Youth and Family Services Inc gave us 
information on how foster parents are licensed for their program 
and the support they provide foster children and foster par-
ents.  They also spoke to us about the differences between their 
services and the services provided by county programs.. The pic-
tures show some of the "Bags of their Own" that were donated by 
you the NW MN SWO.  Almost 450 bags were donated by the units 
and individuals. We loaded 196 bags into the Pinehaven van and 
car.  The remaining bags were donated to programs in Bemidji, Bau-
dette, Wadena, Ottertail county, Moorhead, Kittson county, Pen-
nington county, Marshall county, Roseau  county, Hawley and 
Crookston.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 
By Marilyn Grandstrand 

We ended our day by having a Root Beer and Hymn 

Sing in the fellowship hall.    We were treated to 

rootbeer floats and popcorn, which everyone en-

joyed.   Pastor Wade and Hollie Dutton, Stephane 

Schindeler and Pastor Dean Greir led our singing.  

We had FUN singing old hymns.    The harmony 

sounded great!   It was a perfect way to end the 

day on our theme of “Be Kind”. 



The 2017-2020 Women of the ELCA executive board adopted a revised 
2018 budget that increased funds for programming and eliminated two staff 
positions. The board also offered Linda Post Bushkofsky her fifth four-year 

term as executive director. 

In an October 19-21, 2017, meeting in Chicago, the board, in executive ses-
sion, adopted a revised budget of $3,120,231.The 2018 budget allows for a 
full-time staff of 11, a reduction of two; sets aside adequate funds for the 
2020 triennial convention (one-third of the total cost); adds $35,705 to a 
program budget, making it $67,705; and allows for salary adjustments and 
raises. It also funds a vacant director for justice position.  
 
Program areas of the churchwide organization include discipleship, steward-
ship, intergenerational, justice, and accompanying resources.  In her report 

to the executive board, Bushkofsky said, “It’s an exciting, heady time to be Women of the ELCA. We’re coming off a very successful triennial 
convention and gathering.”  She said the triennial gathering had higher than expected registration numbers (about 3,300), with more than 500 
already signed up to attend the Eleventh Triennial Gathering 2020 in Phoenix, Ariz. The result of better-than-expected registration numbers at 
the gathering, Bushkofsky said, resulted in “the first time in a long time that income has exceeded our expenses.”  However, she said, the 
final budget numbers from the triennial gathering have not yet been tallied.  “There is much to celebrate, but we have the capacity to do so 
much more,” she said. “As we move into year 31, we can sit back and congratulate ourselves for what has been. Or we can challenge our-
selves to live into the fullness of our foremothers’ visions of this organization as a radical change agent in the church 
 
With Thankofferings and Regular Offerings down, Bushkofsky said the organization must look at additional ways to raise money.   “I think the 
time has come that we have to be more strategic and intentional about how to grow,” she said.  Regular offerings are those co llected in con-
gregational units that benefit the unit, the synodical organization and the churchwide organization. Thankofferings are gifts made to church-
wide, in appreciation for all that God has done, historically collected in October or November.  At the end of September, with the new budget 
year beginning February 1, 2018, revenue is at $1,275,085 ($1,222,014 below fiscal year projections), according to Executive Board Treasur-
er Anna Sarver. Expenses at $1,778,374 were at 57% of the budget ($3,093,318) with four months left in the fiscal year. 
 
The board elected three members to serve on the executive committee. They are Elizabeth (Liz) Burgess of Augusta, Maine, Joy Michalicek 
of Duluth, Minn., and Karen Voris of Anchorage, Alaska. They join the four officers to comprise the executive committee. The officers are Lisa 
Plorin, president, Upham, N.D.; Becky Shurson, vice president, Eugene, Ore.; Freddie Jordan, secretary, Columbus, Ohio; and Anna Sarver, 
treasurer, Greensburg, Penn.  
 
The board also voted to extend the executive committee term from one year to three, allowing the at-large members to serve the entire trien-
nium.  Voted to remain committed to anti-racism training, allowing for no fewer than two hours training in its April 2018 meeting with additional 
reading and study beforehand.  Approved a request from the Virginia Synodical Women’s (SWO) organization to reduce the size of its board 
from eight members to six.  Approved requests the Southwestern Pennsylvania SWO to reduce the size of its board from nine to seven, and 
the Florida-Bahamas SWO to reduce the size of its board from eight to six provided they make consistent the language in their constitutions 
and advise the board of those revisions.  Denied a resolution forwarded from the Tenth Triennial Convention (2017) that would allow two 
members of one congregational unit to serve on a synodical women’s board.  Heard a report about a proposed partnership with Equal Ex-
change, a fair-trade non-profit organization, that could include workshops, training and trips.  Heard reports from the president, treasurer, 
executive director, staff and advisors.  In her report, newly elected Executive Board President Lisa Plorin said, “I’m really looking forward to 
the next three years with each of you. It will be a journey—some of it will be fun, some of it not so 
much. We won’t always agree on everything, but please know, you were elected to this position 
because you are a bold woman. Your voice matters.” 
 
The next board meeting is April 20-21, 2018. 
 
 
Written by Terri Lackey, Director of Communication for Women of the ELCA   
Photo L to R:  Becky Shurson, Lisa Plorin, Anna Sarver, Laura Kruger 

BOARD CUTS BUDGET, EXTENDS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TERM 
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DO YOU KNOW WHO THE WOMEN OF THE ELCA ARE? 
Do you know someone that does 
not know who the Women of the 
ELCA are?  Do you think there are 
women in your congregations that 
would like more information about 
Women of the ELCA?  This is our 
brochure – A Place for You.  This is 
a great brochure that you can in-
clude in your “New Member pack-
ets” at your church, or have availa-
ble at the church information desk.  
This works well when you use it 
along with the short power point 
presentation that is available for you 
to use to present to a group. It has a 
script that goes along with each 
slide – you can adjust the script it to 
make it your own too.  You are en-
courage you to use the power point 

along with this brochure to 
reach out to congregations that 
may not have a unit right now, 
or others that just need a bit of 
re-energizing.  These can be 
ordered online and they are 
free of charge!!! The power 
point is on our website at 
www.welca.org under tools for 
leaders. 

Bold Connections is a free monthly  
e-newsletter of Women of the ELCA. 
Whether you participate a little or a lot in 
Women of the ELCA, you'll find helpful 
news and information on our programs 
and activities, and stories of how together 
we live out our purpose and mission.  Bold 
Connections is also a great resource for 
information that you can include in your 
congregational newsletters.  Make sure 
your editor is signed up.  Remember it’s 
free!!! 

Idea Corner 

I think most of us have been 
asked the question – “How do 
we get younger or more wom-
en involved in our units?”  
Here is my answer:  Go to 
your New Member’s meeting 
at your church – talk about the 
Women of the ELCA – why 
you are involved,  Also, you 
could hold a forum on a Sun-
day morning to re-introduce 
women to the Women of the 
ELCA by utilizing the Power 
Pont Presentation.  Hosting a 
Café POP UP Event, is a 

great way to introduce women 
to Café.  You can invite young-
er women to the local coffee 
shop and talk to them about 
Café - meeting for Bible Study 
at unconventional places.  In-
vite them in conversation – 
Host a Wine & Cheese event – 
just think outside the box.  
These are just a few sugges-
tions – I know you have ideas 
as well – try something new!  
 
By Lois Bylund, SNOW Editor 
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Daily Grace is an on-the-go 

companion for your journey, 

offering a faith reflection every 

day. Encounter God’s extrava-

gant, boundless and often sur-
prising grace by signing up for 

a daily email message. You 

can also download the newly 

updated app for 

your IOS and Android devices.  

http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
http://womenoftheelca.us7.list-manage1.com/subscribe?u=38d837d7f50973ead605ee94e&id=2aa8313408
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/daily-grace/id425207945?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.elca.dailygrace

