
Happy summer! 
This issue of our SNOW Newsletter will be full of lots of information 
recapping the Spring Gatherings and our upcoming SWO Conven-
tion.  I was able to attend many of the 8 spring conference gather-
ings, and they all were great events. The speakers, the music and in 
kind gifts were inspirational and of course, the fellowship, a very 
important part of all these events—it was a joy to experience. 
Thank you for your warm welcome as I attended your events. 
Our Annual SWO Convention will be held Friday - Saturday, Septem-
ber 14th & 15th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes. The 
ladies from First Lutheran and Grace in Detroit Lakes are co-hosting 
the convention.  Our theme is Hospitality and our theme verse is 

Hebrews 13:2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have enter-
tained angels without knowing it.   Sally Hanson, from Long Prairie is our keynote speaker and she 
will tell about hospitality as it relates to her life.  Pastor Laurie Natwick will again lead our Bible 
Study on Saturday morning.  Breakout sessions include, Amber Kraftnick, presenting a session on 
“Bible Crafting” Jean Raines and Hailey Coffield’s session will be on a Synod program called “Mission 
Interpreters”.  Mary Jo Mettler will be with us and presenting on the dedication of the solar array at 
the Phebe Hospital in Liberia and the next solar project “Current for Curran” at the Lutheran Hospital 
in Curran, Liberia. There will be a leadership training session led by our Vice President Bonnie Wag-
ner, treasurer, Roxanne Goulet and our church wide representative Freddie Jordan.  This year for our 
in kind offering, you will have the opportunity to provide fleece for our two Outdoor camps, Luther 
Crest and Pathways for their campers to make fleece blankets.  Our other in kind offering will to pro-
vide specific items to go into the gift bags for the Lutheran Campus Ministries All the information for 
the upcoming convention will be coming out after July 1st, either electronically or by mail.  There will 
bandage rolling for you to take part in and putting together gift bags for Lutheran Campus ministries, 
in Moorhead and Bemidji.   
 My other exciting news is the NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization was awarded a 
matching grant by the Trinity Lutheran Foundation, Moorhead.  For every dollar that is raised for 
“Current for Curran” solar project from now to May 1, 2018, the grant will match dollar for dollar up 
to $3,000.00.  At our last board meeting, the board voted to match dollar for dollar up to $3,000.00 
for the solar project.  Your $1.00 donation will equal $3.00.  
 Thank you for all you do for the NW MN Synod women. I am looking forward to seeing 
many of you at our SWO convention in Detroit lakes. 
God’s Peace and Blessings. 
 
Sue Ellwanger 
President, NW MN SWO  
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It’s time to plan for the new program year! Take the op-
portunity to evaluate your model for mission as you help 
women live out our 2017 triennial gathering theme of All 
Anew. 

Consider the questions: How do we get started? What can 
we do to inspire more women to become involved in the 
organization we love? How can we make a difference to-
gether? 

You can get started by evaluating your ministries. Discuss 
how you can build on the strengths of your congregational 
unit and synodical women’s organization. Survey women 
who are involved in the organization and find out why 
they continue to come. Ask women who are not involved 
in your women’s ministry what interests them and what it 
would take for them to participate. 

Our speakers and preachers from the Tenth Triennial 
Gathering gave us more than enough inspiration to live 
out the All Anew theme. They challenged us to be holy 
troublemakers. Our purpose statement and mission are a 
testament to how we live out our call to be bold women. 
Let’s continue to embrace the process of being All Anew. 

As you plan, share information on our work to end human 
trafficking and other actions taken at the Tenth Triennial 
Convention. Include several of these actions in your plan-
ning and stay connected to Women of the ELCA’s latest 
news through our website and social media. Sign up for 
Bold Connections e-newsletter to get monthly news. 

Here are four ways you can plan for the new program 
year: 

Start with prayer—Remember we are a community that 
prays and takes action. 

Evaluate your model for mission—Download and read Six 
Models for Mission to evaluate your model for ministry.  

Involve women in your group using Gather’s Bible studies 
and articles and by reading Café, our online magazine for 
young adult women who want to grow in faith.  

Select and download our free program resources, many of 
which are offered in both Spanish and English. 

Invitation 

Start by inviting all women in your church and community. 
Reach out to women you have not previously contacted or 
who you have not seen at your meetings lately. Make space 
for new voices and ideas at the planning session and at your 
events. 

Plan a WELCA open house and share how you have been sup-
ported on your faith journey by your community of women. 
Give away Women of the ELCA identity items or subscriptions 
to Gather magazine. Check our online e-store or call me, Eva, 
at 773-380-2450 to find out how to order our identity boxes. 

Build new relationships 

Reach out to women who need prayer or fellowship. Form 
prayer or quilting circles. Start a book group. Find ways to con-
nect and support one another. 

By Eva James Yeo is director for membership for Women of 
the ELCA 

DO YOU WANT TO ENGAGE MORE 
WOMEN IN YOUR ORGANIZATION? 

HELP US END HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 

Women of the ELCA is raising money to help young Luther-
ans advocate against human trafficking in our exhibit 
space at the ELCA Youth Gathering, June 27-July 1, 2018. 
We will assist two organizations in Houston that help vic-
tims of trafficking by sharing in-kind support assembled by 
30,000-plus youth who visit our exhibit space. Go to 
www.welcal.org for more information or to donate. And 
thanks!  



 

 

Director for justice joins WELCA staff 

Jennifer DeLeon, an educator, grassroots organizer and consult-
ant with faith-based organizations, joins Women of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America as director for justice April 9. 
She fills the position vacated by Inez Torres Davis’ retirement in 
March 2017. 
“I’m excited about the breadth of experience Jen brings to the 
position of director for justice,” said Linda Post Bushkofsky, ex-
ecutive director of Women of the ELCA. “While the organization 
continues its longstanding commitment to racial justice, Jen will 
also be able to lead participants in justice areas that haven’t 
seen as much emphasis in recent years. I am especially excited 
about a re-emphasis on advocacy and renewed partnerships 
with the ministries of the ELCA Washington office and state pub-
lic policy offices.” 
DeLeon served at Lutheran Social Services of Illinois (LSSI) for 12 
years as director of government relations and advocacy. 
In that role she identified and tracked legislation important to 
LSSI and the ELCA; led advocacy events and strengthened coali-
tions; developed relationships that led to a new fundraising 
event and annual holiday appeal; and testified at legislative 
hearings, among other duties. 
Prior to serving with LSSI, she was a community organizer for the 
Logan Square Neighborhood Association in Chicago. 
“Jen brings to the position direct experience with a wide range 
of social issues including hunger, immigration, housing, child 
welfare, human services, health care and faith-based responses 
to injustice,” Bushkofsky said. 
A member of Trinidad Lutheran Church (Chicago), DeLeon is 
completing a master of arts degree in theological studies at Lu-
theran School of Theology at Chicago this spring. She is a gradu-
ate of DePaul University with a bachelor of liberal arts degree in 
nonprofit management. 
She has been involved with Women of the ELCA serving as vice 
president of the Metro Chicago synodical women’s organization 
from 2007-2008.  She’s also worked with ELCA Glocal Mission 
Gatherings as a musician and keynote speaker. 
She is bilingual and bicultural, fluent in English and Spanish and 
proficient in Portuguese. 

Current for Curran 

Curran Hospital is a Lutheran hospital located in North-
ern Liberia, about 200 miles from the capital city, Mon-
rovia.  The hospital has 125 beds, outpatient services, a 
school of nursing, and supervision for 23 community 
health centers and clinics.  Lutheran women have been 
supporting Curran Hospital for over 100 years. Reliable 
energy supply is necessary for quality health care deliv-
ery. In Liberia, where less than 1% of the population has 
access to the electricity grid, generating needed power 
at rural hospitals literally is a life-or-death scenario.  
Solar presents an opportunity for a more reliable energy 
supply--more reliable for the hospital and the many 
people it serves. This Skip the Grid installation will pro-
vide clean, renewable energy to the hospital so it can 
continue caring for more Liberians. First Solar has gen-
erously donated all of the panels needed for this instal-
lation, but more contributions are needed to make this 
project happen. 
 

The project aims to install an array of photovoltaic (PV) 
solar panels at Curran Hospital that will cover the 
hospital’s energy needs, with energy storage to allow 
the hospital to function throughout the night and during 
daytime periods without direct sunlight.  
 

NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization was award-
ed a matching grant by the Trinity Lutheran Founda-
tion, Moorhead.  For every dollar that is raised for 
“Current for Curran” solar project from now to May 1, 
2018, the grant will match dollar for dollar up to 
$3,000.00.  NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization 
will match dollar for dollar up to $3,000.00 for the so-
lar project.  Your $1.00 donation will equal $3.00.  



 Katie’s Fund Supports Ministry 

Your gifts develop leaders,  bridge cultures and nurture 
faith. 

Leadership Development:  providing opportunities for 
current and future leaders to participate in and further 
the mission of Women of the ELCA. 

Global Connections:  providing opportunities for current 
and future leaders to participate in and further the mis-
sion of Women of the ELCA. 

Living Theology:  nurturing faith through Bible studies, 
worship experiences and educational theological forums. 

These three areas are central to the life of Women of the 
ELCA.  They represent ministries that prepare, nurture 
and sustain participants as they further the mission of 
Women of the ELCA:  mobilizing women to act boldly on 
their faith in Jesus Christ. 

INSPIRED BY OUR HISTORY, WE BUILD A PROMISING 
FUTURE. 

Women of the ELCA established the Katie’s Fund Endow-
ment in 1997 to honor the legacy of Katharina von Bora 
Luther, raise up bold leaders for the women’s organiza-
tion and support bold and creative ministry for genera-
tions to come.  Katie’s fund supports ministry in three 
areas:  Leadership development, global connections and 
living theology. 
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All Anew Campaign  
Has your unit sent in a nominee for 
the Mary Magdalene Award?   Every 
unit is eligible to submit a nominee 
for the award which is given at our 
SWO Convention in September.  We 
are looking for women, and there are 
many of them in each of our units, 
that “Go and Tell, Go and Serve”. 
There still is time to submit a nomi-
nee. The board will be choosing the 
winners at our Board Meeting on July 14th.  If you need a 
form, please go to www.nwmnsynod.org and click on “synod 
organization” and go to “Synod Women’s Organization”.  
Forms need to be submitted to Bonnie Wagner by July 10th.  

 
19508 390th St. NE  

Middle River MN 56737-9358  
Questions: call 218-686-3674 Or e-mail fluffylady@wiktel.com 

Mary Magdalene Awards 

Gather, the magazine of Women of the ELCA, offers a mix of 
articles, theological reflections, devotions and stories of com-
fort and challenge that help readers grow in faith and engage 
in ministry and action. Gather is published 10 times a year 
with combined issues in January/February and July/August. A 
print subscription is $19.95 a year. Digital access (computer, 
iPad, Android) is free to print subscribers. For more infor-
mation, or to subscribe by phone, call 1-844-409-0576.  This 
makes a great gift idea too! 

Daily Grace 
You can get Daily Grace as an app on 
your smart phone or you can have it 
emailed to you.  Recently, new fea-
tures were added like the ability to 
share a post with a friend via text 
message, email, twitter, facebook and 
more!  

mailto:fluffylady@wiktel.com


Keynote Speaker 
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Sally Hanson 

Sally Hanson of Long Prairie, MN, loves 
people!  She thrives on investing in peo-
ple’s lives and building relationships with 
all ages!  This includes “coffee friends”, 
leading a Young Moms  weekly Bible 
study, neighbors, missionaries, or supper 
guests. Sally loves her family, too! Sally is 
married to Harley Hanson, her sweetheart 
for 44 years!  They have 4 Sons, 4 
“Daughters in loves” and 12 grandchildren 
(they are 12 and under!)! Their home is 
wild and crazy...welcoming family and 
friends to sweet fellowship of making 
lasting memories.  Sally will remind us of 
how precious hospitality is...as you “Open 
Your Heart and Open Your Home” to 
those whom God puts in your path on 
life’s journey.  

Churchwide Board Rep 

. Freddie was elected as secretary to the executive 
board of Women of the ELCA in July 2017. She serves on the 
programs and communication committee and the executive 
committee. 
 Previously, Freddie served as vice president of the 
Southern Ohio Synodical Women’s Organization (6F) and 
supported programs for Lutheran Social Services, Lutheran 
World Relief and Anti-Human Trafficking initiatives.  
 As a resident of Columbus, Ohio, Freddie had been 
an active member of St. Philip Evangelical Lutheran Church 
for many years. She is a member of the church choir, teaches 
Sunday school and works with Women of ELCA’s outreach 
ministry to clients at Twin River Valley Facility. She has also 
served on her church council as a member and president of 
her congregation.  
 Freddie is a native of Mississippi, where she began 
her education in the sciences at Jackson State University. 
She received her Ph.D. in biochemistry from Meharry Medical 
College, Nashville, Tennessee, followed by a postdoctoral 
fellowship in neuroscience. 
 Much of her professional career has been spent as a 
Buckeye at Ohio State University, Columbus, in both aca-
demic and professional settings. (Go Bucks!) She has served 
as faculty and administrator at the oldest historically black 
college in the U.S., Wilberforce University, and currently 
serves as an adjunct faculty of chemistry at Central State 
University in Wilberforce, Ohio. 
 She is the proud parent of three young adult chil-
dren, the eldest of five siblings, and knows how to twirl a ba-
ton. She believes that the most valued investment one can 
make in self and community is education and family  

Freddie L. Jordan 
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Physical Offering for Convention 

 

 

Silent Auction 
Theme Baskets 

Ideas: 
 

Garden 
Baby 

Personal Care 
Meditation 

Books 
Cooking 

 
All proceeds go to those 

attending the 2020  

Triennial Gathering 

 

Fleece for our two outdoor 
camps, Luther Crest and 
Pathways for their campers 
to make fleece blankets 

Filling Gift Bags for  
Lutheran Campus Ministries  

 Bemidji, MN 
 Moorhead, MN 
Further details will be available on our 
web page at www.nwmnsynod.org 
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Conference 1 Spring Gathering 
 

The Conference 1 Spring Gathering was held on April 29, 2018, at First Lutheran Church in Karlstad.  Bethel 
Lutheran Church of Karlstad provided rolls and beverages to enjoy during registration and fellowship.  Kristen 
Olson provided prelude music as we were welcomed to the sanctuary by Eldonna Grahn.  Pastor Caitlin Jensen 
led devotions using the story of Joseph and included her own story of how God lead her life in a different direc-
tion than she had planned.  A hymn was then sung and speaker, Lay Pastor, Kathy Levenhagen entertained us 
by having us draw 7 different lines on a paper while she told us stories of her life. The lines depicted foundation, 
experiences impacting our lives, struggles we faced, humorous experiences, difficult decisions we made, God’s 
surprising answers, and a calming line. When finished, we were to write through all the lines “God Was There” to 

show that HE is there no matter what the circumstances.  Hailey Barth sang a beautiful selection prior to chairperson Carolyn Eeg conducting 
the business meeting.  The business meeting included:   Secretary and Treasurer’s reports being approved, Roll Call with 11 congregations 
responding and 46 attending (47 registered).  Nominating committee is requesting volunteers for positions of the Recording Secretary and 
Chair or Co-Chairs for election at Fall Gathering.   Carolyn Eeg also informed us of the upcoming Gatherings—Fall Gathering to be held at 
Zion Lutheran Church in Warroad on October 6th and the Spring 2019 Gathering will be held at  Bethel Lutheran Church, Greenbush, date to 
be determined.  Sharon Smith shared her idea of an offering being collected in memory of Janice Wollin, Carolyn’s co-chair, who passed 
away suddenly this year.  Sue Smith, SWO Synod Board representative, also updated us on LWR pick up dates and locations, reminder of 
‘Going Green’ and to contact Lois Balko, Board Secretary, if not receiving electronic information, that Roxanne Goulet is current Board Treas-
urer so all monies are to be sent to her and that the 2018 SWO Convention is September 14th-15th at Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit 
Lakes with First, Trinity, and Grace of  Detroit Lakes hosting and the election  of Vice President, Secretary, 3 Board members, and 3 nominat-
ing committee members will take place. All forms and locations of where they are to be sent can be found  on the NW MN Synod Website 
which is: nwmnsynod.org under the “Synod Organization” tab.  The meeting was adjourned. Table grace sung before dismissing to enjoy a 
tasty lunch provided by First Lutheran in their dining area. The table centerpieces being beautiful bouquets of fresh tulips. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Karen Hanson, Conference 1 Recorder 

Conference 2 Spring Gathering 
 

Conference Two held its Spring Gathering, Saturday, April 28, 2018 at Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 
Thief Lake, rural Middle River, Minnesota.  Theme for the day was “Joy comes in the morning based on 
Psalm 30:5.”  United Lutheran ladies served morning coffee and treats. 
 
We opened the program with the hymn “Morning has Broken,” accompanied by Pat Hanson. 
 
Conference Two Coordinator, Judy Scramstad, welcomed the group.  Pastor Rufus Kudee led us in devo-
tions.  Pastor Rufus Kudee and Roxanne Goulet were our guest speakers.  Rufus Kudee is the pastor of 
the Williams-Roosevelt Parish.  He was born in the Phebe Hospital in Liberia (where the solar project was 
installed at the hospital) and told his story.  Roxanne is currently a member of Mount Carmel Lutheran, 
Roosevelt, Minnesota.  She is an SWO Board Member and spent some time in Liberia seeing the work of 
the Phebe Hospital first hand.  Her presentation was JOY...experiences in Liberia. 
 
A presentation was given by Tammy and Lew Wallace of Honker Flats Greenhouse rural Middle River, “what's new in gardening.” 
 
Special music was provided by Arlene Jensen from Greenbush.   
 
Greetings and information were extended by Marilyn Grandstrand, SWO Board Representative.  She introduced the rest of the SWO Board 
Members present, Sue Ellwanger, President, Bonnie Wagner, Vice President and Roxanne Goulet, Treasurer.  Offering Meditation by Linda 
Kaushagen, Conference Financial Reporter and roll call by Marjorie Iverson, Conference Two Recorder with 81 attending.   
 
After closing comments, the Lord's Prayer was said, table grace sung, with a delicious noon luncheon served by the women of Our Savior's 
Lutheran.  Several prizes of flowers were given out to those ladies attending.   
 
Marjorie Iverson, Conference Two Reporter 
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Conference 5 Spring Gathering 
 

Theme:  “We Are Called to Serve” 
The WELCA Conference 5 Spring Gathering was held at the North Buffalo Lutheran Church in rural Moor-
head on Tuesday, April 24, starting at 6:00 pm.  Carol Johnson, Conference Coordinator, and Joy Eidem, 
from North Buffalo Church, extended warm welcomes to the 120 attending this event.  Pastor Mark Nerland 
gave the devotion and all sang the table grace.  The meal was wonderful.  Music was played by Alex Swan-
son during the meal.  The theme song “We Are Called” was sung by everyone. 
Carol Johnson introduced the speaker, Pastor Sue Koesterman, Executive Director of Churches United for 
the Homeless in Moorhead, MN.  Pastor Sue is shared her insights and dedication to Churches United.  She 
was an inspirational speaker and all were educated by her message and touched by the stories she told. 
Carol Johnson opened the business meeting with the roll call of the 34 member churches, of which 20 
churches were represented.  The Treasurer and Recorder minutes were available on the tables and were 
approved by motions, seconded, and carried. 
Loree Hanson showed the binder with the archives from the fall and spring gatherings of clusters 5 & 6 start-
ing in 1989.  A new binder started last year for Conference 5.  She also invited all to attend the Fair Hills 
Retreat on June 11-12. 
Sue Ellwanger, President of the NW MN Synodical Women’s Organization, extended greetings from the 
SWO board.  She highlighted several activities for our conference including:  LWR pick up in our area;  
scholarship applications for ELCA colleges;  NW MN SWO meeting Sept. 14-15 in Detroit Lakes at Trinity.  
Sue reported on her trip to Liberia and the dedication of the solar array at the Phebe Hospital.  We were 
reminded to send in our quilt and kits report so we have a more accurate number for our synod. 
Carol noted the proposed rotation of churches for the gatherings.  The Fall Gathering for conference 5 will 

be held at Dilworth Lutheran, probably in October.  Nominations are needed for the conference nomination committee to find a new confer-
ence recorder and treasurer. 
Offerings were collected for local scholarships to ELCA colleges and for the Phebe project.  In kind offerings collected for Churches United for 
the Homeless were reported:  1700 diapers and over 100 bath towels.  Also donated were the 18 cute center pieces consisting of a paper 
towel roll wrapped with beautiful kitchen towels and decorated with colorful kitchen utensils. 
We thanked the women of North Buffalo for 
their hospitality.  They were so organized and 
friendly.  All their help was greatly appreciated. 
The meeting was adjourned with prayer. 
 
Loree Hanson, recorder    

 

1/3 cup onion 
1 cup cashews 

 Dressing: 
1 14oz sweetened condensed milk 
1/2 cup vinegar 
1/4 cup sugar 
2 cups mayo 
1 tsp. pepper 
 Blend well and pour over salad. (This makes a 

large amount. You may not use it all.) 

Wild Rice Salad 

3 cups cooked wild rice  
(we used pasta) 
1 cup grapes 
8 ozs. water chestnuts 

Our Purpose  
As a community of women created in 
the image of God, called to discipleship 
in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to 
grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support 
one another in our callings, engage in 
ministry and action, and promote heal-
ing and wholeness in the church, the 
society, and the world. 
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Conference 7 Spring Gathering 
“Dispatched: First Responder Friends” was the theme of the Conference 7 Spring Gathering held on April 9th, 2018 
at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fergus Falls, MN. 
The Conference was opened with a Welcome by Norma VanSickle and Devotions by JoEllen Thacker, Co-Presidents 
of Bethlehem WELCA. “Be Present at Our Table Lord” was sung before the women were ushered to a delicious din-
ner. 
The meeting was opened with “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”, accompanied by Nita Schultz. 
Conference 7 Coordinator, Cindy Wallace, opened the business meeting with a welcome and the Purpose Statement 
was recited. Synod President, Sue Ellwanger, installed Christine Thysell as Financial Recorder.(Christine was unable 
to attend the Fall Conference). 

Roll Call was taken, with 165 women representing Conference 7 and 3 guests present. The Fall Recorder and Financial Recorder reports were 
accepted as printed. Cindy Wallace asked for volunteers to be on the Nominating Committee. JoEllen Thacker, Marlys Jackson and Else An-
dersen volunteered. 
Jody Johnson, Luther Crest Bible Camp Representative, gave a short message on “Getting Out of God’s Way”. She talked on opportunities for 
women to take part in during the summer at Luther Crest.  Sue Ellwanger, Synod Representative, reported on the Scholarship funding, going 
green, and the Synod Convention to be held on Sept. 14th-15th at Trinity Lutheran in Detroit Lakes. She also told us about her experience 
traveling to Liberia. 
Taunya Todd, the Guest Speaker, presented “Dispatched: First Responder Friends”. Her theme Bible verse was John 15:13, “There is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” Due to her believe that affirmation for her deeds would come through her volunteer 
ministries in her church and community. This belief led her to both physical and mental overload and needed friends and other responders to 
help her through this time. She also sang a song that she had written herself. 
Val Johnson played her violin during the offering. The Offertory Hymn, “We Give Thee but Thine Own” and the “Lord’s Prayer” were sung. Cin-
dy Wallace closed the Conference with the Benediction.  

Women of the ELCA Pops Popcorn at the 
NW MN Synod Assembly—Supporting 
Churches United for the Homeless 

Sue Ellwanger, Presi-
dent of NW MN Syn-
odical Women’s Or-
ganization along with 
board member Carol 
Gelow pops popcorn 
for voting members at 
the Synod Assembly—
donations totaled 
$160.00 to help with 
the ongoing ministry 
of Churches United for 
the Homeless.   
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