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WILLIAMSTOWN CHURCH OF CHRIST 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 

Sunday 14 November 2021 – Chapel and via YouTube 
Livestream 

 
 

Chairperson:   Frank Morabito 
Minutes Secretary:  Megan Jung 
 
1. Welcome and declare the meeting open: Frank Morabito 

16 People present in the chapel 
4 People present on YouTube Livestream 

 
2. Apologies  

Lynette and Athol Leach 
Tex and Karen Houston 

 
3. Election of Executive  

Under Section 7.4 of the Church’s Constitution, each elected position shall be for two 
years, and 50% of the positions are to be vacated for a new election each year.  

 
Executive Membership: 

1) Janet Pearson:  2-year term expires in 2022 
2) David Fenn: 2-year term expires in 2022 
3) Scott Lanyon: 2-year term expires in 2022 
4) Frank Morabito: 2-year term expires in 2021 
5) Karen Hartman: 2-year term expires in 2021 

 
• Resignation of Janet Pearson. 

 
With the expiry of Karen Hartman and Frank Morabito’s 2-year term and the resignation 
of Janet Pearson, 50% of the positions are vacant and these positions are open for 
elections (excl. Janet Pearson’s position). 

 
1. Nominations: Karen Hartman and Frank Morabito 

 
Electronic Ballot Papers via SurveyMonkey were distributed to all Church Members by 
Tiffany Gilmour on behalf of the Church Executive.  
 

• Results of the Election: 
Karen Hartman and  Frank Morabito were re-elected. 
 

4. Confirmation of minutes of 2020 AGM meeting 
Confirmed as accepted as a correct record. 
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5. Business arising 

The AGM warmly thanked Janet Pearson for her many years of service on the Executive. 
 
6. Presentation and Acceptance of Reports:   Frank Morabito 

 Taken as read; no questions or comments arising. 
 
7. Chair of Executive Comments: Frank Morabito 

Grateful thanks expressed to the Ministry Team for their excellent work in the 
continued ministry in our church and its fellowship and community life through the 
challenging Covid period. 

 
8. Lead Pastor’s Comments: Megan Jung 

A year of growth – Connect Groups (huge thank you to our CG leaders), Vision Team 
launched in June 2021 (Bron Lanyon, Liz Hunter, Megan), Inner West Mainly Music led 
by Tiff, Celebrating HH Café’s 16 years of neighbourhood mission and looking at fresh 
expressions of neighbourhood engagement into the future. Megan encouraged the 
church family around their commitment to Christ and their discipleship and everyday 
mission and a lifestyle of prayer. 
 

9. Finance and Auditor’s Report: Frank Morabito  
Surplus recorded of $53,162 for 2021 
Grants, funding, and support for Covid-affected organisations (including Job Keeper) 
have been highly beneficial to our cash flow. General Offerings have continued to be 
generous. We are incredibly grateful for the church giving.  

 
10. Proposed Church Budget: Frank Morabito 

The Chairperson presented the budget and highlighted that the Executive prayerfully 
discerned that an additional three day a week assistant minister role to replace 
Jonathan Prince be included in the budget and this requires an annual increase in 
tithes and offerings. 

 
Proposed Budget: Accepted 

 
11. Appointment of Auditor: Louise Sutton (Acc0untable Business Services) re-appointed 

as church auditor for 2022. 
 

12. Closing Prayers: David Fenn 
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Chairperson’s Report 

 
Greetings Church, 

It’s difficult to reflect over the past twelve months without reference to Covid-19 and the 
impact of intermittent directives from the Victorian Government on our Church activities. 

We finally began to operate in a post-Covid environment, reconnecting in person at our 
church building and finding the new normal, which included the recommencement of 
morning teas and lunches together. 

Our Connect Groups which have been pivotal over the last few years continued to 
provide a supportive community to share stories of encouragement, growth and 
blessings. We also saw the positive impact that streaming our Sunday service to YouTube 
was having with new visitors coming along to our service on site. 

We saw a new appointment to our Ministry Team with Bronwyn Fernando joining us in 
the position of Associate Pastor in January, and we continue to be blessed by her giftings 
especially with our youth outreach, Connect Groups, Alpha and her preaching. We also 
saw the appointment of Bronwyn Lanyon in a three day a week (voluntary) role as our 
Intergenerational Team Leader which has been a huge blessing and asset to our Church 
community in 2022.  

On a more personal note, we saw the baptism of Shay which was a wonderful moment 
for Shay’s life journey and for all of us. We sadly said goodbye to Ray Curwood, husband 
of Bev at a funeral held in our church. Bev and Ray were married at our church in 1965 
and Ray was a member of our church for 62 years. 

Once again, and as always, when we look to the future, we remain mindful, and 
respectful, of the saints of our past and of the continuing stewardship of our story. 

So thanks to the Ministry Team, the Vision Team, Connect Group leaders, Pastoral Care, 
our volunteers at Church and in our outreach – Mainly Music, Alpha, Seeds, Youth and 
BeTween – and thanks also to my fellow Executives, Karen, Scott and David for their 
support and hard work.  

Thanks also to all our Church community for continuing to be a part of our story and our 
vision. We look with anticipation and excitement to all God has in store for us in the 
coming year.  

Frank Morabito 
Chairperson of Church Executive (board) 
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Lead Pastor’s Report 
 
2021/22 has been a year of growth and change and continuing to be the church in fresh 
ways, and a year when God has brought us deeper into prayer, our outward focus, 
community and discipleship, a time when God has grown us closer to one another as the 
body of Christ and a time when God has been at work for His purposes, even through the 
ever-changing environment and continued challenges of Covid. 
 
Here are some highlights of our year together as Willi Church: 
 
- Sunday Gatherings  God is moving in our Church in this season! There is an 

openness to the Spirit, a desire for God, a passion for the Word of God, care for one 
another, new growth, new people and a focus on prayer that is so tangible across 
our Church.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was fabulous to gather in the Williamstown Botanic Gardens through Sundays in 
January for ‘Church in the Park’, we enjoyed great community time and 
conversations, encouraging times of prayer and a relaxed start to the new year, as 
we gathered outdoors. Another highlight of the year was celebrating Shay’s Baptism 
and Kate and Jason’s Wedding in May, two very special moments in our Church life 
this year. We also celebrated Willi Church’s 136th birthday at our June 2022 
Intergenerational Brunch Church.  
 

- Welcome, Bronwyn!   In January, we were blessed to welcome our new Associate 
Pastor Bronwyn Fernando who joined us after an extended and at times, challenging 
pastoral search process (14 months). Bronwyn has been a great gift and asset to our 
Church community, she has been embraced by you all as she has brought valuable 
leadership to our new Youth ministry partnership with Footscray Church of Christ, 
Connect Groups, Alpha as well as preaching, leading, providing pastoral care and 
supporting many aspects of our Church life. Bronwyn has done well to fit in an 
impressive number of coffee and lunch catch ups with members of our Church family 
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this year! I want to thank Karen Hartman and Scott Lanyon who together with myself 
served as our Pastoral Search Team– we praise God for His goodness in bringing 
Bronwyn to us for this new season. 
 

- Staying Connected in Covid  We didn’t know it at the beginning of 2021, but our 
YouTube Worship Livestream which we launched in January 2021 has proved to be a 
crucial tool for us as the Pandemic has continued to affect our everyday lives and 
capacity to gather together. We went into a short lockdown in July 2021 and then we 
endured the extended Melbourne lockdown from August to October 2021, during 
which time we were able to broadcast our Sunday Worship service live from the 
Chapel with a broadcast team of 5 hosting the service – our connection with one 
another remained strong and the YouTube ‘Live Chat’ was a place of real-time 
connection, sharing and community. Our YouTube Channel continues to be a 
wonderful support and an integral part of our digital presence in our community – 
whether people join us live on Sundays at 10am or catch up on services on demand. 
Over the first half of 2022 we continued to have several of our Church community 
isolating at any one time due to Covid and illness which has to a degree, impacted 
our community life and sense of togetherness and momentum, but our digital 
connection and engagement has been a great asset and has served us well. 
 

- Vision 2025 Vision Sunday in May 2022 was a really exciting moment, as we 
gathered to celebrate what God has been doing in our Church and get excited for 
our future and the great things God has in store for us. Members of our leadership 
and vision team (with some members absent due to Covid isolation) Megan, Karen 
Hartman, David Fenn and Bronwyn Lanyon shared the Vision Team journey of 2021/22 
– I want to acknowledge and thank Liz Hunter and Bron Lanyon for their investment 
and discernment serving on our Vision Team alongside myself. On Vision Sunday we 
were excited to shared our fresh Focus, Values and our 15 Core Practices as a 
community, as well as our 10 Strategic Directions for 2022-2025. It feels an exciting 
time to be part of Willi Church! 
 

- Mainly Music  Another highlight of this year has been our vibrant Inner West 
Mainly Music playgroup ministry. Under the gifted leadership of Tiffany Gilmour, and 
from April 2022 onwards, Sarah Thompson whose leadership has been a huge 
blessing to us, together with a gifted team of volunteers, Mainly Music has 
continued to provide an atmosphere of fun, support, welcome, nurture and 
community for our Mums, Dads, Grandparents and Carers and their babies and 
young children. When we could not meet in-person, Mainly Music moved seamlessly 
online to continue to engage our local families.  
 

- BeTween  In March 2022, we launched BeTween, a new, free program for 
Tweens in our community aged 8 to 12. Packed full of games, activities, craft, snacks 
and a chance to chat about being you and finding your fit in the bigger story, we held 
two fabulous and fun after school sessions in Term 2, with a great response. We look 
forward to seeing this ministry continue to grow and blossom into 2022 and beyond. 
Thank you to Tiff and Sarah and also helper Laura for their amazing work and passion 
for BeTween! 
 



Williamstown Church of Christ Annual Report 2022 
            
 
 

8 
  

- Thank You Tiffany and Jess!  Easter 2022 was a time of celebration and 
thanksgiving as we acknowledged and blessed Tiffany Gilmour as she concluded her 
role on our Ministry Team after 7 years on the team. Thank you Tiffany! We are 
delighted that the Gilmour family are remaining part of our Church community. In 
2021 we were blessed to have Jessica Bouchier serve on our Ministry Team as a 
Ministry Intern and we have seen Jess grow and develop in her leadership and 
personal formation in so many ways, over the past year. Thank you 
Jess! 
 

- Our Pastoral Care Team   Barb, Sue, Patti, Tiffany and Bronwyn have 
continued to play a behind-the-scenes yet central role in of our Pastoral Care this 
year. I thank our gifted Pastoral Care team and indeed all of you our Church 
community for the care, prayer and support you offer to others. 
 

- Digital Church We have continued to be active in sharing stories and inspiration, 
video content, and elements of Church life and community on our Facebook and 
Instagram channels which is a key first point of connection for almost every 
newcomer who connects with us on site. 
 

- Grants   We were blessed to be able to install two large umbrellas in our 
Church garden, thanks to a $15,000 Vic Health Grant we received from the 
Department of Health Shade Grants Program. These umbrellas have created a well 
shaded space for us to share community time together and have been used for 
Sunday fellowship and by our Mainly Music playgroup. We also received a Hobsons 
Bay Children’s Week Grant of $780 to run a Children’s Week event at the end of 
October. Our ‘Family-Friendly Alternative Halloween Walk-By’ event was a great 
success and was a fantastic opportunity to bless and (re)connect with our Seeds 
families, Mainly Music families and families from our local neighbourhood. We were 
also very thankful for a $500 grant from the Churches of Christ Winston McKenzie 
Trust which helped to fund our Alpha campaign. Unfortunately we were 
unsuccessful in our Grant submissions to Gospel Future Fund and Collier Charitable 
Fund, we are still waiting to hear if we have been successful in our Grant submission 
to the Joe White Bequest which would help fund our Mainly Music ministry. 
 

- Systems to support Ministry  We rolled out our new our church volunteer tool and 
app ‘Elvanto’ across the Church in July 2021 which has been a really effective tool for 
our church worship planning and volunteer management.  
 

- The complexity of Covid  Over the past year we as a Church leadership have 
had to navigate significant pastoral and governance challenges in relation to Covid, 
vaccines and mandates. The issues have been complex, pastoral, personal, ethical 
and weighty, and our Executive have done an amazing job prayerfully leading the 
Church through this challenging season, doing what we could do to protect 
vulnerable people and where possible, mitigate against Covid transmission. Praise 
God for the way He has continued to unify us as a Church in a time when many 
churches have struggled to maintain momentum or unity. 
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Thank You to our Executive 
Throughout the year the church has been fortunate to have visionary and committed 
leadership from the Executive team in Karen Hartman, Frank Morabito (Chair), David 
Fenn and Scott Lanyon. We are also richly blessed in our Ministry Team, I thank Bronwyn 
Fernando, Tiffany Gilmour, Sarah Thompson and Jess Bouchier who have offered their 
ministry and gifts to our Church over this past year with enthusiasm, creativity and 
generosity. We are excited to have Bron Lanyon recently join the Ministry Team in her 
new (volunteer) role of Intergenerational Team Leader, it is going to be a great year 
ahead! 
 
‘We Don’t Know How But We Know Who’ 
In recent weeks I had the privilege of travelling to Perth on a Churches of Christ Vic-Tas 
Pastors Study Tour, it was truly an inspiring week of having our ’sights lifted' to see 
how God is at work in some large growing churches in WA; common amongst all of the 6 
churches was a dissatisfaction with the status quo, intentional community connections 
and outreach, strong leadership, and holy, faith-filled risk taking without a fear of making 
mistakes. It was so inspiring and timely for me in my ministry at Williamstown and 
leadership journey. Many of our Church community will remember the word that the 
Lord gave us back in March 2020 when we had our Growing Churches weekend with 
Michael Vanderree from Churches of Christ Vic-Tas, it was a word God gave Tex for us: 
'the ship in the harbour is safe, but it is not what ships are built for'. On the final day of 
the Perth study tour as we concluded our team time together and got ready to travel 
back together to Melbourne, one of our team spoke a word to me for our Church, 
that ‘God has our church as a boat in the shore, it is moored, it is ready to go out, 
everyone on the boat is equipped, and God is saying to cut off the ropes and leave the 
harbour and sail’. After the week of God stirring me up with fresh vision for our Church 
and further growth I felt God was saying, I have Willi Church positioned ready to sail, to 
take some calculated risks, to see disciples made, to reach and connect with our 
community in fresh ways, to share Jesus with creativity and hospitality and an outward-
looking posture. I feel excited to see God move us forward into this next season, by His 
Spirit; some big ideas are being stirred and we are now moving into a new strategic 
phase of asking God to guide us to know what His dream for our church is - including our 
facilities and building – I am excited to journey with you all as we look to Him to reveal 
what His best future for us as a Church community looks like in our next season together.  
 
Thank you to each of you for the ways in which you continue to serve Jesus, and our 
church with passion and dedication.  
 

(Rev) Megan Jung 
Lead Pastor 

 
 
Associate Pastor’s Report 
 
Connect Groups 
We began 2022 with 3 Connect Groups meeting regularly; 2 online and 
1 in-person, which have continued to meet throughout the year. In 
term 1, I (Bronwyn Fernando) launched an in-person women’s Connect 
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Group which was put on pause during Alpha and relaunched in term 3. These groups 
have been a great place of growth and pastoral care for many members of the Willi 
Church community. The Connect Group leaders have met together once for dinner early 
in the year and will have 2 training sessions later in the year to help support and equip 
the leaders as they take on this important discipleship role in our Willi Church community.  
 
Alpha 
After a hiatus over the Covid pandemic, we relaunched Inner West Alpha after Easter and 
it was a great experience for everyone who took part; we had 9 guests on site & 5 guests 
online with quite a few helpers. While everyone there had a faith, my understanding is 
that everyone was at different places on their journey and grew through their Alpha 
experience. It was a great time to go over things foundational to our Christian faith and 
many people really enjoyed the course. This was also a great time to work out as a team 
what worked and what didn't as it was the team’s first time running Alpha. We look 
forward to and are already making plans to run Inner West Alpha 2023, and we are also 
excited to see Youth Alpha run in collaboration with Footscray Church of Christ in 2022 
which has been really encouraging.  
 
Youth 
Early in 2022 Megan & Bronwyn met with Jarrod Davies, Senior Pastor of Footscray 
Church of Christ, to explore joining with their youth group to create a place for the Willi 
Church teenagers. This joint partnership has been a great success. We regularly host 5 
teenagers from Willi Church coming along on a Friday night, which can range anywhere 
from 8-20 teenagers. Most of these events are run by Lorien, a gifted young adult from 
Footscray with support from 2 youth volunteers, which so far has predominately been 
carried out by Jarrod (Footscray) and Bronwyn (Willi Church). Lorien has been running 
the fortnightly events, such as laser tag, lawn games and escape room nights. In term 3 
we are planning on running Youth Alpha on the alternate Friday night, to be run by Emily 
& Elliott Lanyon. We hope to continue the weekly meeting, alternating between the 
‘Energise’ nights where we run events and the ‘Encounter’ nights where we run things 
like Alpha or a Bible study. 
 
Safe Church 
We have been updating our Safe Church processes and policies as a part of our 
commitment to being a safe church, and to comply with the increasingly rigorous child 
and community safety laws which have come into effect in 2022, particularly around child 
safety. A new Child Safety Policy and Privacy Policy has been created and is available on 
the Policies page of our website: www.willichurch.org.au/policies. The Ministry Team is 
continuing to focus on ensuring our Church environment is a safe place for everyone, 
with child safe training planned for early 2023. Bronwyn Fernando has taken on the role 
of Safe Church Officer at Willi Church. 
 

Bronwyn Fernando 
Associate Pastor 
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Inner West Mainly Music  
 
Inner West Mainly Music, our music centred 
playgroup for children aged 0-5yrs and their 
carers, has continued to play an important 
role in the lives of families and volunteers and 
is a key expression of our mission and 
neighbourhood engagement at Willi Church.   
 
With several sessions online in the second half 
of 2021, and then the much anticipated (and 
joyous!) relaunch of playgroup on site, we 
thank God for continuing to flourish our 
playgroup ministry and help us to connect 
with more than 20 families this past year.  We 
celebrate the opportunity to journey 
alongside parents, carers and children both in 
person and through online videos, email, our 
active and supportive WhatsApp group and 
Facebook as the children grow and change 
and adults have continued to navigate the 
twists and turns of life in a pandemic and a 
challenging year of Covid and illness in 2022.  
 
Mainly Music doesn’t happen without a 
brilliant team: I want to thank Tiffany for her 
wonderful leadership of Mainly Music up until 
Easter 2022. I want to thank Ali, Laura, Kat, 
Jason, and Sue who are such enthusiastic, 
encouraging and caring team members who 
bring a strong heartbeat of welcome and 
connection to this vibrant ministry. I also want 
to thank Patti and Barb who are faithful in 
praying for our sessions each week, and for 
any pastoral care prayer points for our Mainly 
Music community members. 
 
Thank you everyone.  
 

Sarah Thompson 
Mainly Music Coordinator  

  

Our Inner West Mainly Music Team – February 2022 
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Seeds & Intergenerational Ministry 
 
The ‘Seeds’ volunteer team is a multi-generational group of creative 
and invested volunteers from Williamstown Church of Christ. They 
embrace the importance of faith formation in our children and 
young people wholeheartedly. 
 
Each week our Seeds teams are committed to creating a safe 
environment where curiosity and wonder about God, His people 
and His world are explored creatively through Scripture, practices 
and experience. The following is a glimpse into the Seeds Weekly 
Framework: 
 
Gathering - It is God who gathers us. 
 
Engage - We engage interactively in the storytelling of the 
Scriptures through craft, games, drama and discussion - connecting 
our own stories with God’s BIG story. In 2022 our teaching themes 
have been ‘Following Jesus Together’ (Luke 9-12) and ‘God’s 
Amazing Promises’ (the big story of the Bible). 
 
Pray - Community prayer has always been part of the Seeds 
morning. We are expanding our understanding of prayer through 
the ‘Lectio for Families’ app pattern - P.R.A.Y:  
P - Pause R - Rejoice A - Ask Y- YES to God 
 
Send - A time of Blessing at the end of each week. 
 
‘On the Spot’ questions for the children and ‘2 faith questions’ for older Seeds and volunteers to 
share their faith journeys are enjoyed before we share morning tea together. 
 
To equip our Seeds Team we have ‘Seeds Team Gatherings’ after our Sunday service once a term 
to familiarise everyone with the new curriculum. We discuss ideas, share stories and make 
improvements to the morning program so we keep evolving and stay relevant to our children’s 
needs. Seeds Training for teachers and team members is planned for the beginning of 2023. 
 
This year we have enjoyed ‘Intergen’ songs in our Sunday morning worship services. Every song 
has been received by our wider church family with enthusiasm J - it has been a great 
encouragement to our children and the ‘grown-ups' seem to have a lot of fun too! 
 
I want to thank each member of our Seeds team for their energy, commitment and time given to 
our children and intergenerational ministry. I also want to thank and acknowledge Tiffany Gilmour 
for her wonderful creativity and leadership which she brought to our Seeds and Intergenerational 
ministry, in her Ministry Team role with Willi Church, and Kate Skene who does a fabulous job as 
our Early Seeds Group Coach; we are blessed with a great team! Our Seeds ministry is poised for 
another year of wonderful growth, fun and experiencing Jesus together. 
 

Bronwyn Lanyon 
Intergenerational Team Leader 
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Our Focus, Values, Practices & Strategic Directions 2022-2025 
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Financial Statement – Actuals 2021-2022 
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Balance Sheet  
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Auditor’s Report 
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Williamstown Church of Christ 
Website: www.willichurch.org.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/willichurch 
Instagram: www.instagram.com/williamstownchurch 

YouTube: ‘willichurch’ 
PO Box 137 Williamstown 3016 

Cnr Douglas Pde & John St Williamstown 3016 
Email: office@willichurch.org.au  

Church Office: 9397 5715 


