
"What was meant to bless me has become the boss of me."

"The price of greatness is responsibility." Winston Churchill 
Responsibility is a blessing, not a burden. A 'get to", not a 'have to' 

Sermon Notes, October 23, 2022
Text: Nehemiah 9 & 10

Introduction
Time flies and change is inevitable - the older you get, the more you’re aware of those two truths!
But why is it that some things seem to change so quickly and effortlessly and others seem to take
so long? It seems like we can hardly keep up with the latest tech trends and changes because they
come so fast, but try to make changes to your waistline or your bank balance and it seems to take
forever! Then, once you make the changes, maintaining them can be a grind! For Nehemiah,
seeing the walls go up in record time wasn’t “mission accomplished”, it was only the start to deeper
changes God wanted to work in the heart & soul of his people

With the walls up and the gates hung, you'd think there was nothing left but the clean up,
Nehemiah's burden & vision had never really been about rebuilding walls -  Nehemiah 1:2-4

Walls, left broken and burned for 170 years were a symptom of a much deeper issue. God's vision
for his people was a renovation of heart and a restoration of soul.

Progress in one area of their lives inspired the people to confront another area - Nehemiah 8:1

"The starting point for life is in the words of the One who gives us life." 

3 Major Areas of Neglect:
1) Neglected the Temple - "heaven meets earth"
2) Neglected the Sabbath - a day for rest & worship
3) Mixed Marriages - adoption of paganism and unbelief 

Repentance: a central part of Jesus' call to being a disciple - John 1:14,15, Romans 2:4

Slaves in the land of plenty: Nehemiah 9:36

GOD ALWAYS PLAYS HIS PART, WILL WE PLAY OURS?

Assume Responsibility - Nehemiah 9:38, 10:39

Jesus, the true & better Nehemiah: Revelation 21:1-3

BRICKxBRICK: "Built to Last" -  Pastor Jeremy Bates



Life Group Discussion

Warm-Up: 
Time flies and change is inevitable - the older you get, the more you’re aware of those two truths! If you
could "press pause" on one thing to keep it from changing, what would it be? If you could speed up the
change on one slow changing thing, what would it be? 

Study & Discussion:

1) What resonated with you from the sermon? What challenged or surprised you? What questions do you
have? 

2) It's a long one, but Read Nehemiah 9 & 10 together.

 
3) How does this passage show us what real & healthy repentance looks like? How can we make
repentance less about what we've done and more about who God is? 

5) In Nehemiah 9:36, the people achknowledged they were "slaves in the land of plenty...meant for their
enjoyment." Pastor Jeremy said, "What was meant to bless me, has become the boss of me."  How might
we relate to this sentiment today?

5) "God always plays his part. The question is, will we play ours?"  - Ephesians 2:8,9 are clear that
salvation is a gift from God alone, but what is our part in assuming responsibility, both for our spiritual lives
and for the burden & vision God gives us to build "lives of faith & a city of hope"? 

6) Jesus is the true & better Nehemiah, bringing more than cosmetic improvements to the exterior and
modifying behaviour, he brings a renovation of heart and a restoration of soul that is built to last.  Read
Revelation 21:1-7 and begin your prayer time thanking God for this incredible hope we are looking forward
to.... 
 

Prayer: 


