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where we are 

Pray… 

Why are we HERE? 

Why are YOU here?   

And when I say “here”, I’m not thinking existentially, but locally.  I’m 

talking about the here of VICTORIA – this city and it’s surrounding communities.   

Why are we HERE – in Victoria?  Why are you HERE? 

Are you HERE because you’ve got family here?  Or you’re here to get an 

education?  Or there’s work and opportunity here?  Or you love the ocean air, or 

the forest trails – or both?  Or your drawn to the freedoms here…  the fact that 

here is not there (wherever there is for you). 

Why are you HERE? 

And let me drill down a bit more local for each of us…  So not just WHY 

ARE YOU HERE in or around Greater Victoria, but HERE in the particular sense 

of the places that make up your daily stomping grounds – the here of your 

Monday to Friday, the here outside your window, the here of your Saturday 

afternoon…  Your street, complex, apartment building, neighborhood, dorm… 

Your go-to coffeeshop, your bike or bus route, your daily workplace, familiar 

study haunt – your everyday places?  

Think about these places for a moment – picture yourself in them. 
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WHY ARE YOU HERE - wherever your here is. 

And what about the right now here of us worshipping in Gordon Head –

every Sunday?   

WHY ARE WE HERE?  Why does God have us here? 

I’m sure part of it has to do with the fact that this is where the founders of 

Lambrick could find available land in Gordon Head in 1969.   

But with that, even in that, should we not trust that our being in this place 

– this neighborhood – has somehow been shaped by the sovereign heart of 

God?  That God has placed US here – for a reason. 

And that He has placed YOU where you are – in the places of your daily 

living and our shared worship – in and around Victoria – for a reason…   

Why?  

Well, over the next while, I want to explore together the reality that WE 

ARE HERE BECAUSE OF THE GOSPEL.  That we are HERE – in this place – 

because of God’s heart for this place – this community, this bit of the world. 

Because of God’s desire and intention to work the gospel out - in our hearts, 

and in and through our lives – in this place – for this place à for the sake of this 

city…  In a way that will ultimately serve to contribute to God’s good purposes 

in and for this city – this community – for the places in which we live and move 

and have our being.   
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One of my favorite books on following Jesus in our day is a book by Rick 

McKinley called This Beautiful Mess (Rick is a pastor in Portland, who’s taught 

me a lot).  His book is a study on the gospel of the kingdom, the gospel of Jesus 

and what it means to truly seek Jesus’ kingdom on earth as it is in heaven – right 

where we are…  Because, as he says:  

“The practical promise of our faith journey together is this: As we live in 
fidelity to Christ the King, His in-breaking reign will have a transformational 
effect on us, our communities, and our world.” (McKinley, 15) 

 
And more and more, Jesus is convincing me that THIS IS WHY WE ARE 

HERE – because of God’s passionate heart for our city and for our world…  That 

the gospel would be made manifest – known, embraced, experienced, savored 

– right here – in Gordon Head and Victoria and the Westshore and the Saanich 

Peninsula as it is in heaven….  in us + through us…   to a world that needs to 

know and experience THE LIFE-GIVING, SHALOM-BRINGING REIGN of JESUS.   

On earth as it is in heaven…  which includes RIGHT HERE! (rt?) 

Isn’t this what Jesus is after?  Isn’t this what He teaches and 
invites us to pray for and seek after..?  

 
But, as many of us know, IT DOESN’T JUST HAPPEN.  And so for the next 

8 weeks (or so), we’re going to slow down and lean into this together – how God 

intends for the gospel is to have its way and be worked out in the real stuff of 
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our lives – in our hearts, in our life together, and in our life in the world… for the 

sake of the world…  

If you’ve been paying attention in recent years – this is really our vision as 

a church – our vision of what we believe God wants for us: LIFE WITH GOD FOR 

THE WORLD…   

In truth, the framework of this fall study comes from a resource called 

“Gospel in Life” by Timothy Keller (the pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church 

in New York).  And my prayer and hope is that God will use this to help us 

(myself included) learn and grow as a church, and as people – that we would 

seek and experience a LIFE WITH GOD FOR THE WORLD…  and specifically, 

our corner of the world… right here… where we are. 

And so, I want to begin today by talking together about our calling in this 

place.  So if you have a bible with you, I want to invite you to open it with me to 

Jeremiah chapter 29. 

Now, let’s be honest, most of us don’t know Jeremiah well. It’s not on our 

regular devotional reading list.  But many of us know one verse from Jeremiah – 

and it’s from this very chapter.  (I’m sure some of you could quote the verse by 

heart.)   

Jer 29:11 – “For I know the plans I have for you, plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a 
future.” 
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It’s a beautiful verse.  BUT IT IS AN EVEN MORE SIGNIFICANT 

CHAPTER.  One that we need to spend some time in as we think about our lives 

here – in the places we find ourselves…  

Now, thankfully, for those who haven’t read Jeremiah before, or recently, 

Jeremiah 29 v.1 sets the scene pretty well for us – introducing us to something 

of the context of this chapter.  It reads, 

“This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent 
from Jerusalem to the surviving elders among the exiles and to the 
priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.” 

 
So right here – right in this opening verse we find the Israelites in a 

particular place – the ancient pagan city of Babylon.  Which to them must have 

felt a deeply foreign and hostile place.  And especially, because they had NOT 

chosen to be here – but had been forced here – by their Babylonian conquerors. 

And because of this, they found themselves wrestling, profoundly, with 

questions about this life now HERE - in this place…  Asking: Why?  Why are we 

here?  And what are we to do here?  And how long will we be here?  And: 

Where is God was in all this?  What does God want of us here? 

Finding themselves in Babylon would have shaken them to the core… 

Having their city (Jerusalem) overthrown, and being taken from their homes, 

their land, and their beloved city – and forced now to live in the pagan city of 
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Babylon, among and for their captors.  What a confusing, demoralizing, 

shattering experience this must have been. 

And especially since many of them had thought IT WOULD NEVER 

HAPPEN.  They had heard the warnings, but many of them had just assumed 

that God wouldn’t let it happen.  That God would, at some point, intervene and 

not allow them to be taken into captivity.  As some of their so-called “prophets” 

had been promising. 

But IT DID HAPPEN.  In 605 BCE, we’re told that many of the Israel’s 

leaders and inhabitants (skilled workers, artisans, and others) were taken into 

exile to the great and terrible city of Babylon. 

And what were they to do?   

How were they to live in this place?   

How were they to remain faithful to their God in this place?  Could they? 

How were they to relate to Babylon – this pagan city – they now called 

home? 
 

[Can we just pause for a second here to name that this is something we 

all experience at times.  We step into a new place – maybe our work place, or 

extended family, or the UVic campus – and we find ourselves grappling 

(knowingly or unknowingly): How am I to live in this place?  How am I to relate to 

the foreign land, the pagan culture in which I’ve just found myself? 

I know some of our college students are feeling this.  I got an email this 

week asking for prayer because of exactly this… So, this is real…  These are real 

questions…  ] 
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And so here, in Babylon, the Israelites found themselves grappling with 

these question + hearing two dominant + conflicting responses or invitations – 

for how to go about life HERE. 

IN ONE EAR they heard their captors – the Babylonians – inviting them:   

Come. Come, move into our city, and make a new life here.  
Leave behind your former way of life – your distinct values and 
identity – and embrace our ways – and become useful to us… 
 
This WAS the explicit purpose of their exile – of bringing Israelites to 

Babylon – as opposed to simply destroying them with their city.   

Nebuchadnezzar brought them to Babylon – with the obvious intention 

that slowly, over time, as they lived and worked in this city, among the people, 

they would – the Israelites – be stripped of their God-given identity, values and 

ways; adopt the culture, values and ways of the Babylonians; and assimilate – 

become good Babylonians – useful to Babylon and its purposes… 

This was the invitation the Israelites heard from the Babylonians…   

And in the other ear, the Israelites heard their prophets – false-prophets, 

sadly (who had already falsely promised that the exile would never happen. We 

hear this in Jer 28)…  But once in Babylon, their prophets advised them to keep 

their distance from anything and everything Babylonian.   

Sure, be here.  And use Babylon.  Exploit it.  But otherwise, 
keep your distance from it.  Despise it. Stand against it + preserve 
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your unique identity and values…  And hold on for just a little while.  
You won’t be here long anyways – God will soon take you away from 
this horrible place. 

 
This is what Israel’s false prophets were saying…   

And in contrast to both of these, in Jeremiah 29:4-7, God speaks…  

Listen with me to what God says to the Israelites entering exile in 

Babylon.  Jeremiah 29:4-7   

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon:  

 
“Build houses and settle down;  
plant gardens and eat what they produce.   
Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and 

give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and 
daughters.   

Increase in number there; do not decrease.   
 
Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have 

carried you into exile.   
Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 

 
Or as the ESV translates this last line, 
 
“Pray to the LORD for it, for in its welfare you will find your 

welfare…” 
 
Can we acknowledge how startling this word from God would have been?   

In one ear, they heard the Babylonians saying: Come, move into the city, 

leave behind your God-given identity and become useful to us.   
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And in the other, they heard their prophets saying: Stay out of the city as 

much as you can. Use it but despise it.  All that matters is that you keep your 

God-given identity.   

And here God was saying… 

First of all that HE WAS THE ONE who had actually brought them to 

Babylon!!! 

That their exile wasn’t simply the work of Nebuchadnezzar. No, God had 

intervened in their national life – and the exile was HIS intervention.  Twice in 

our passage, we’re told this (v.4 + 7).  God himself – Israel’s covenant-keeping 

God – the LORD Almighty – says, (v.7) “I have carried you into exile from 

Jerusalem to Babylon.”   

Which might seem disturbing to us – to think that GOD would send his 

own people into exile.   

But let me ask you (with Friday’s “Truth and Reconciliation Day” and all it 

means still in your heart and mind), would you rather that God didn’t take his 

people’s rebellion and unholy ways seriously?  Would we rather that God simply 

allowed His people to disregard His commands, to turn from His ways, ruining 

themselves + abusing others – and do nothing in response? 

Although a severe measure, according to Jeremiah 29, exiling His people 

was an expression of God’s loving concern for them – with the ultimate aim, 
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vision, intention that this exile would serve to lead His people back to true 

repentance and restoration.   

That’s what God tells them (Jer 29:12f),  

“THEN you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will 
listen. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your 
heart.”  

 
And yes, Nebuchadnezzar took them, but the God of Israel carried them 

– for His good purposes.   

And in this place of exile, God invites + commands His people:  

Move into the city and seek, learn + follow My Ways HERE.   

Settle in – build houses and settle down. Plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. Build a life here.  Grow your family here…  

But in all this, Seek the peace and prosperity of the city.   

Seek the welfare of Babylon. 

Pray to the LORD for it – for if it prospers, you too will 

prosper. 
 

I suspect that this last part would have especially shocked them.  This call 

– this command – to seek the welfare – the peace and prosperity – to pray for 

Babylon?!  Not Jerusalem, but Babylon… 

Why?  Why would God want them to PRAY FOR BABYLON?   

Well as we discover through the whole story of the Bible – God’s heart 

doesn’t just beat for Jerusalem.  It beats for Babylon.   
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As it does for every city and country and land… including OURS… 

And this is part of WHY God sent the Israelites to Babylon.  It wasn’t just 

for their own sake – for their own welfare (though that was part of it).  But with 

this, God sent the Isrealites to the city of Babylon – FOR THE SAKE OF 

BABYLON…  

That they – God’s people – would seek the welfare of the city – seek the 

peace and prosperity of the city.  That they would represent God’s values and 

interests in the places where they would find themselves.   

Which was ALL THROUGHOUT THE CITY – because, as we’re told (in v.1-

2) the exiles were made up of government officials and artists, priests, and 

skilled workers (business leaders, architects, physicians).  The Babylonians didn’t 

bring everyone.  No, they chose people of influence – in all sorts of spheres – in 

the hopes that they could slowly assimilate them and ultimately impact the 

broader culture of the Israelites.   

But in doing so, in the sovereignty of God, the Babylonians ended up 

inviting a diverse mix of God’s people, with diverse gifts and skills and influence 

– to spread out across their city – representing God’s values and priorities 

wherever they ended up – and PRAYING FOR THE CITY – for God’s kingdom 

and will to come – for God’s blessing and shalom to break in and take root and 

spread throughout Babylon. 
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It’s curious how many Christians quote and cling to the promise of Jer 

29:11 – this promise that God will prosper us and not harm us, that God will give 

us a hope and a future – without ever realizing that this promise is spoken to 

those who will follow God in seeking exactly this - FOR OTHERS…  

“For if the city prospers, you too will prosper.” 

Or as the ESV says it,  

“For in its welfare you will find your welfare.” 
 

To be honest, this is why I love Rick McKinley’s book This Beautiful Mess 

– because it tells story after story of a church like ours, in a city like ours, made 

up of people like us, who heard God’s call to stop just LIVING IN the city and it 

surroundings, and USING the city for their own benefit – and started praying: 

“God give us your heart for our city… and for our neighbors.”   

And with that, asking: “GOD, how could we honestly and practically seek 

the welfare of our city?”   

And they began to do it.   

They began to ask:   

Where are God’s interests not being represented?   

Where are people being neglected and treated unjustly?   

Where are structures harming people rather than serving people?   

Where is beauty being overtaken by ugliness?   

Where is truth being twisted and replaced with lies?   

Where is creation being exploited, instead of cultivated? 
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And slowly, as they prayed and repented of their selfishness – and as they 

sought to live with their eyes open to the reality of their city (Portland, Oregon) – 

they began to follow Jesus in simple, but real acts of selfless love – planting 

gospel roots into the hard soil of their city.   

And over the years the fruit has started to be felt by many…  and their 

church has grown a reputation for being for others…  Christians willing to lay 

aside their wants to serve + meet the needs of others…  a church alive in God’s 

heart for its neighbors and city…  

 

Which sounds like Jesus’ way, doesn’t it? 

John 1:14, “The word became flesh and blood and moved into the 

neighborhood.”  Why? For the sake of the neighborhood… Right?  Because 

God so loved the world…  

 

In truth, this is why we are HERE today at 1780 Feltham Rd in Gordon 

Head.  Because in the 1950’s, an ordinary Christian man named Harry Penman, 

lived in this neighborhood and was moved by God’s heart for his neighbors – 

young and old – to know the Reconciling Life of Jesus.   



Scott b. Anderson  LPC 2022 “Life with God for the World” study 
Jeremiah 29      “1. where we are” 

 14 

And with the blessing of the elders at Oaklands Chapel (where he 

attended), he began a Sunday school work in the community hall a block away – 

and prayed for God to use him for the blessing of his neighbors + community…   

And within a decade that Sunday school work grew into a church called 

Lambrick Park Church – and 70-something years later, we are still here…   

Because Harry Penman didn’t just live here.  No, Jesus – alive in Harry 

Penman – lived here…  And his life with God was lived for the world… for the 

blessing of his world…   

 

So, Why are you here? 

And how are you living your life HERE? 

Which invitation do you think most honestly shapes your life here these days? 
 
• Are you dug in deep, but abandoning your God-given identity and calling bit 

by bit?  Are you becoming more like Victoria with every passing season or 
year (because Victoria is pretty good at making disciples!)? 

  
• Are you here but only for yourself?  Keeping your distance – USING this 

place, but otherwise despising it? 
 
• Or are you HERE FOR THE SAKE OF THIS PLACE – seeking the peace and 

prosperity of this place?  IN JESUS AND WITH JESUS.     
 

Because this is what He is after – for us and for this place.  That 

we would discover + learn, embrace + embody LIFE WITH GOD 

FOR THE WORLD.   
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Planted 
I have called you - to be planted 
Build your life here - and settle down… 
Spread your table – for friend and neighbor 
Share your harvest – all around… 
 
 Here is where you’ll know Shalom 
 As you make this place your home 
 And give your life for those you see 
 Here is where you will find Me. 
 
I have called you - to be planted 
Build your life here - and settle down… 
Let your next prayer - be for others 
And your blessing - be their peace. 
 
 Here is where you’ll know Shalom 
 As you make this place your home 
 And give your life for those you see 
 Here is where you will find Me. 
 
So put your roots down - and spread your branches 
Seek My Kingdom - life for all… 
 
 Here is where you’ll know Shalom 
 As you make this place your home 
 And give your life for those you see 
 Here is where you will find Me. (repeat) 
  (2nd time) - Here is where they will find Me… 
 
You have called us - to be planted 
Build our life here - and settle down… 


