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St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
24 East Baltimore Street | PO Box 148 | Funkstown, Maryland 21734 

301.791.1738 | www.stpaulsfunkstownmd.org 
 

 Praise & Patter – November 2022 
The purpose of the church is to worship the God who never changes. We learn 
about God and grow in our relationship with Him by reading and studying the 
Bible. It may be thousands of years old, but it is still relevant today.  All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  
2 Timothy 3:15-17 (NIV2011).  The scriptures do not change but the way we deliver and share the 
good news of Jesus is always changing. The traditions we think “have been around forever” were at 
some point “new and radical.”  
 

Change is hard, especially in the church. People expect their church to stay the same while the world 
is spinning around them. “I can’t keep up with technology. It’s doing this. It’s doing that. Oh my 
goodness. Well, one thing I know for sure that my church is going to be the same. I’m going to go sit 
in the same pew, know the order of worship, and receive Holy Communion. At least the church is not 
going to change.” 
 

The presence of change causes people to naturally assume the worst. Our brain is wired to pick up 
threats and negative possibilities around us, which creates fear. And, the number one fear is of the 
unknown. When we don’t know what the future holds, it can be a fearful thing. When it comes to 
change in the church and its ministry, we don’t always know what the end result is really going to look 
like. And, that’s scary for people. 
 

In times of change, there are some who long to return to the “glory days.” Of course, we all have a 
different opinion of when that was. Some think it was when the church was bursting at the seams and 
all of its rooms were filled with “church activities.” Others would settle for a return to before the 
pandemic, when worship attendance was 120, there were 8-10 kids in Sunday school and 50-60 kids 
at Vacation Bible School. The fellowship hall hosted numerous fellowship events and a Cub Scout 
Pack filled the basement with activity. 
 

Our ministry in 2022 looks different than it did before the pandemic. But, there are many positive 
changes taking place. We are reaching out to an average of 100 people online each week with our 
Live Stream and others via telephone. We are hosting a Line Dancing group, the GadAbouts Square 
Dancing Club, and Bright Beginnings Childcare Center. God has brought new people to our doors 
and the building is being used to connect with our community. Of course, these activities represent a 
change from “the way we’ve always done it before” and it may feel uncomfortable. 
 

We have experienced many changes in our personal and family lives over the past two years, as we 
have navigated through a pandemic. The church and its ministry has changed in significant 
ways. Some things do not change – the truth of Scripture, moral absolutes, and the message of the 
gospel. However, the methods we use to communicate the timeless truth of the gospel can and will 
change over time. And, they are going to change even faster in the months and years to 
come because our society is changing very quickly. 
 

The good news is that this congregation has navigated change in the past and we will get through this 
time of change too. Just think about some significant changes that have taken place in the last 40+ 
years of our 251 years together. 
+ 42 years ago, our place of worship for 130 years was razed and a new building constructed in its 
place. 
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+ The parsonage was relocated from Baltimore Street to Chestnut Street. 
+ 9 years ago, the education building of 59 years was replaced with a new mission center. 
Over the years, the way we worship and operate as a church has changed with the introduction of 
new hymnals, education resources, and new leadership. And, each of the pastors who served this 
congregation brought with them unique gifts and perspectives for ministry in the community. 
 

Is change uncomfortable? Yes. Is it new? No. It has been and continues to be a part of our personal 
lives and our church community. The best way to deal with change is to embrace a common mission 
to share the good news of Jesus Christ. We have a timeless message to share with our community 
and the world. Instead of trying to return to a time in the past, let us live into the future and focus on 
our shared mission: “Faithful disciples serving in Christ’s name.” Pastor Lee 
 

JOIN US FOR WORSHIP at 9:00 am EACH SUNDAY! 
Livestream www.stpaulsfunkstownmd.org  www.facebook.com/stpaulsfunkstown 

Telephone  978-990-5000, Access Code: 811703# 
 

Tithes and Offerings 

Holy Father, you’ve commanded us to give, and you’ve instructed us to give generously and 
joyously. Even when we’re tempted to keep back some of that for our own use, we thank you for the 
virtue of generosity. You have taught us to be generous in our giving to God’s work. You’ve also 
taught us to be generous in our employment, working hard, with all our might. You’ve taught us to be 
generous to those in need. As we give today, remind us that generosity to others enriches us in many 
ways. Amen. 

THANK YOU for your faithful and generous giving, which helps us to share the good news of 
Jesus.  Please visit our website www.stpaulsfunkstownmd.org and click GIVE to learn about 
electronic giving options.  You can also mail your offerings to the church or drop them off during office 
hours, which are 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. 

September Receipts  $ 58,674.14 September Expenses  $ 47,213.93 
 

Noisy Offering is collected on the second Sunday of each month.  Our Noisy Offering for November 
will go to LWR-animals. 
 

Second Mile offering for November will go to Community Free Clinic. 
 

Bible Study is held on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 am.  Everyone is invited!  Please come as you are 
able (weekly attendance is wonderful but not required). 
 

Thanks to your generosity we donated $60.91 to the Hope Center, $87.78 to REACH of 
Washington County and $170.00 to CASA, Inc. 
 

Prayer Ministry  

Remember these brothers and sisters in Christ in your daily prayers: 
November 6 Karen Luther, Meghan Luther, William Luther III, Jackie Lyles, Courtney, Alex, Jack 

and Hazel Maguire, Heather McCleaf, Ronald and Dru McNamee, Kristen McNamee, 
Dan and Charlotte Miller, David Miller 

November 13 Terry Miller, Janet Moats, Anneliese Moats, Mary Moats, Robert, Jeanna, Kaiden, and 
Kendyl Moats 

November 20 Bill and Judy Morningstar, Todd Morningstar, Ted, Marianne, Joshua, Heather, Aaron, 
Ryan, Megan, Trey, and Devin Morningstar Jr., Keldra Morningstar and Zachary 
Morningstar   

November 27 Christie Mose, Charles Mowen, James Mowen, Barbara Mumma, Christopher 
Mumma, Deborah Myers, William and Mary Myers, 
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Newsletter News deadline to receive information for the December newsletter is NOON November 
15, so we can publish it by the end of November. 
 

Night Out will be held on Tuesday, November 15, at Tony’s Pizza 14224 Pennsylvania Ave., at 6:00 
pm.  Come and have a relaxing, casual dinner and fellowship with your fellow disciples.  Remember, 
all men and women of the congregation (and your friends) are invited to participate.  
 

Don’t Forget Daylight Savings time ends on Saturday, November 5.  Set your clocks back one hour 
before going to bed and you’ll wake up from the extra hour of sleep and ready to worship here at St. 
Paul’s on Sunday November 6.  See you then! 
 

November Birthday 
2 Nancy James 11 Ronald Brown 18 Elliott Reichard 
      
3 Susan Logan 12 Lorraine Troxell* 19 Betty Cline* 
 Robert Nigh  Derek Davis   
    20 Timothy Brumback 
6 Dru McNamee 14 Samantha Secrest   
    27 Matthew Ritter 
7 Diana Smith 16 Nelda Prather*   
 Brianna Price  Marsha Secrest 28 Bobby Doyle 
   Cory Shank   
9 Donna Schmidt   29 Stephanie Schminkey 
  17 Sara Renner   
10 John Doarnberger   30 Brian Hebb 
 Jeanette Smith*     
     *=80 years and over 

November Anniversaries 
2 Dan & Charlotte Miller 9 Ronald & Robin Brown 14 Don & Cheryl Obitts 

3 Jim & Jean Duffey 
Chris & Stacy Purnell 

12 Robert & Penny Kline   

 

Thank You for the many cards, gifts, and kind words for Pastor's Appreciation Day.  We also 
appreciate your support during Matthew's surgery and ongoing medical treatment.  Pastor Lee, Tori, 
Timothy, & Matthew 
 

Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, November 20th immediately after 
worship.  Agenda items for that meeting include reviewing and voting on the 2023 Faith spending 
Plan and election of new council members.  All voting members are encouraged to attend this 
meeting. 
 

The council is currently seeking congregation members who would be willing to serve on council. The 
primary commitment is to attend the monthly meeting, typically held on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 7:00 pm.  If you would be willing to serve, or have any questions about what is involved in 
being on the council please speak to outgoing council members (Judy Bowers, Penny Kline and 
Connor Shank) or any other member of the congregation council. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve Service, November 23 at 7:00 pm at St. Andrew’s United Methodist.  Leaders 
from Emmanuel United Methodist and St. Paul’s will be participating.  Please invite your friends and 
neighbors to join in as we give thanks to God for all our blessings.  
 

Property Committee:  Anyone interested in helping to decorate the church for the Christmas 
Season, please plan to meet at the church 8:30 am on Saturday, November 26.  There will be lots to 
do, so the more the merrier and the less time it will take.  Please see Judy Bowers for more 
information. 
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Partners In Care has partnered with Maryland Community For Life (CFL) in order to offer guaranteed 
services to older adults. Members pay a monthly fee for a designated amount of transportation, home 
maintenance, social engagement, wellness classes, and more. Membership is $216 a month, which 
includes 8 hours of service. If you are interested in learning more, please contact the church office 
301-791-1738. 

 2022 Christmas Flower Fund 
It is our tradition, members of the congregation are given the opportunity to purchase Poinsettias or to 

make a monetary donation towards the cost of the sanctuary decorations for Christmas.  Those who choose 

to purchase Poinsettias are reminded the flowers are yours to take home on Christmas Eve. 

If you wish to participate, please complete this form. 

The cost of the Poinsettia if $10.00 each. 

A Christmas Gift 

(Please Print Clearly) 

In Memory of:  ________________________________________ 
 

In Honor of:  __________________________________________ 
 

Given by:  ____________________________________________ 

Env. #:  _____ 

I wish to purchase _____ (number of flowers), and I will take the flowers home on Christmas Eve 

following either service.  Plants will be labeled with your name. 

OR 

I wish to make a DONATION ($6.00 minimum) of $_________ toward the cost of decorations.  I am 

NOT taking the flowers home. 

Questions:  Please contact Judy Bowers. 

Deadline for orders is Sunday November 27. 

Return this form, along with payment or donation, either to an usher by putting it in the offering 

plate, dropping it off to the church office or by mailing it to: 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

P. O. Box 148 

Funkstown, MD  21734 

 

Up Coming Events 
November 1,8,15,22,29 Bible Study 
November 8   Council Meeting, 7:00 pm 
November 13  Noisy Offering 
November 15  Newsletter Deadline, Noon 
    Night Out, 6:00 pm 
November 20  Congregational Meeting 
November 23  Thanksgiving Eve Service at St. Andrew’s United Methodist 
November 24  Thanksgiving Day 
November 26  Decorate Church  
 

Church Office Hours Monday through Friday, 9:00 am – 12:00 pm 
Church Secretary  Carol Ann Rossman | 301-791-1738 | office@stpaulsfunkstownmd.org 
Pastor   Lee Brumback | 540-335-1710 | prlee@stpaulsfunkstownmd.org 
Director of Music  Cara Price 
Council President  Connor Shank | 240-313-5107| cshank@stpaulsfunkstownmd.org 
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