
Will not the judge of all the earth do right?
Gen 18-19

[based on the sermon preached on 23.10.22 – available on the church app or at

https://lwac.org.au/sermons]

KEY IDEAS
1. The focus of these chapters is on God’s merciful justice.
2. God both judges sin and evil and restores the righteous.  Those who trust God are saved

while those who reject God are judged and punished.
3. The judgement day of God will come but God knows how to rescue and save his people.

CONNECT

● In Chapter 19 Lot gives a rebuke to the men of Sodom who came to his door, and they were
in need of it.  Have you ever been in a position where you had to rebuke someone?  What was
that like?  Was it easy or difficult to do?  Have you ever been in a position where you were in
need of a rebuke and received one?  What was that like?  Was that easy or difficult to
receive?

STUDY

Read Genesis 18:1-15

● Do you think that Abraham recognized who these three men were?  Did he realise that they
were sent from the Lord?  He states that he knows they have come to him, but do you think
he understood at this point why they had come?

● In addition to the three men investigating the wickedness of Sodom and Gomorrah, one of the
men brings the message that in one year’s time, Sarah will have a son.  In other words,
Abraham and Sarah’s 23 years of waiting will finally be over; in less than three months Sarah
will be pregnant.  Given the long wait and Sarah’s being post-menopausal, can you blame her
for doubting and laughing?

● There is much scholarly debate about who these three men were.  The beginning of this
passage (18:1) says “The Lord appeared to Abraham . . .”, and again in v. 33 it says “When the
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Lord had finished speaking with Abraham . . .”  Yet, in 19:1 it says “The two angels arrived in
Sodom . . .” implying the same two who had previously been with Abraham, only now they are
called angels (heavenly messengers) whereas previously they were referred to as “the Lord.”
So, who do you think these three men were:  God in a pre-incarnate human form (referred to
as a theophany), angels, or men/prophets?  How important is it to figure this out?

Read Genesis 18:16-33

● If God, as infinite, is all-knowing (omniscient), why do you think he had to come down and
physically investigate the situation in Sodom to see whether the outcry was justified?  Was
this visit for God’s benefit, Abraham’s benefit or Lot’s benefit, or possibly some combination
of these?

● When Abraham bargains with the Lord about how many righteous people God will spare
Sodom for, Abraham knows his nephew, Lot, lives in that town.  How much do you think this
impacts Abraham’s bargaining?  Do you think Abraham would have pleaded so earnestly if his
nephew Lot had NOT been in Sodom at the time?

● In this discussion/bargaining, Abraham starts at 50 righteous people and ends up at 10.  Do
you think that God’s thinking was 10 or fewer all along?  Remember, Abraham starts this
bargaining, not God.  Do you think that Abraham had in mind the figure of 10 all along but
wanted to get there slowly rather than in one step?  Do you think Abraham knew that it might
be tough to find even 10 righteous people in Sodom, which is why he risked going so low?

● If initially Abraham’s understanding of just punishment is 50 righteous being destroyed along
with all the wicked, and yet God willingly whittles this down to 10 righteous, what does this
say about God’s mercy in the midst of his justice and judgement?  In other words, who is
more merciful, Abraham (us) or God?

● Does God’s abundant mercy towards a wicked city like Sodom give you hope and confidence
that you can take your guilt and sin before God and he will willingly forgive you and not punish
you as your sins deserve?

Read Genesis 19:1-13

● Clearly Sodom was a wicked city as all the men, young and old, surrounded Lot’s house
where the angelic visitors were staying to force them to come out so they could have sexual
relations with them.  If all the men of the city were this wicked, doesn’t it make you wonder
why Lot bothered to stay there?  Had he and his family left of their own accord earlier, this
entire dramatic episode would not have happened.

● Lot’s offering of his virgin daughters for the men to have sex with them instead of his godly
visitors is probably hyperbole, not meant to be taken literally.  But on another later occasion,
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in Judges 19, an elderly man from the tribe of Benjamin offers his daughter and the concubine
of a visiting guest Levite to an angry mob of men demanding that the Levite be handed over
to them so they could have sex with him.  And in this situation, the offer was serious as the
Levite did hand over his concubine, who was abused by the men of the city.  But the Bible
never states this action by the Levite was approved or inspired by God.

● Notice that in v. 7 Lot calls these wicked men demanding his guests for their own sexual
abusive pleasure his friends.  Do you find this strange or problematic?

● Are you surprised that the wicked men do not listen to Lot’s reasoning or to his rebuke?  Do
you know of people who are living in rebellion from God (possibly involved in overt
wickedness) who won’t listen to reason or rebuke?

● Note that the angelic visitors’ extend their offer of merciful deliverance to other members of
Lot’s family - his wife, daughters and sons-in-law - and anyone else in the city associated with
Lot.  They instruct Lot to compel everyone important to him to leave the city with him, in other
words, tell them with deep conviction.  In this light, when we present the gospel, do we do so
with similar deep conviction, or do we tend to display a nonchalant, take it or leave it attitude?

Read Genesis 19:14-29

● Why do you suppose Lots’ sons-in-law mocked him and rejected his pleading, thinking he
was only joking?  Why do you suppose they were so blind to the sin of the city and to the
possibility of God’s judgment?

● Like his uncle, Abraham, Lot negotiates with the angels, requesting to flee to a smaller town
nearby rather than going all the way to the mountains.  And, like with Abraham, the angels
grant his request, once again displaying God’s mercy and compassion.

● Though the text states Lot’s wife looked back, the meaning is stronger than this, that she
attempted to go back.  Why do you think after all the evidence of the sin, of the angelic
visitors, of their having left the city, she still wanted to go back?  Why is being in a sinful
environment so comfortable to us?  What is so attractive about it, even if we ourselves are not
participating in the sin?

● Do you find yourself numb to and tolerant of the sin of others, or are you hurt and angered by
it?  How do you find the middle ground or balance of being around sinners and their sin
without wearing your anger and your sin constantly on your sleeve?

APPLY
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● What is one area of your life for which or in which you need the merciful justice of God
right now?  Share this with someone else, as appropriate.

● Which other aspect of this study has struck you the most and why? What are you
going to do as a result ?

● Identify one or more truths from this study which speak to and can be applied in your
life.

1.

2.

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH AND FOR ONE ANOTHER
● According to need.
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