
The Enemy  

 

Who is Satan? 

7And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his 

angels fought back. 8But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9The great 

dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world 

astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. Revelation 12:7-9 

 13 You were in Eden,  

       the garden of God;  

       every precious stone adorned you:  

       ruby, topaz and emerald,  

       chrysolite, onyx and jasper,  

       sapphire, turquoise and beryl. 

       Your settings and mountings  were made of gold;  

       on the day you were created they were prepared.  

 14 You were anointed as a guardian cherub,  

       for so I ordained you.  

       You were on the holy mount of God;  

       you walked among the fiery stones.  

 15 You were blameless in your ways  

       from the day you were created  

       till wickedness was found in you.  

 16 Through your widespread trade  

       you were filled with violence,  

       and you sinned.  

       So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God,  

       and I expelled you, O guardian cherub,  

       from among the fiery stones. Ezekiel 28:13-16 

What may not be widely known is that Lucifer was already defeated the moment he sinned. He was 

defeated strategically, since as one of God’s creatures he would be forced to depend upon God for his 

continues existence. Any power he would exercise would always be subject to God’s will and decree. 

Thus moment by moment he would suffer the humiliation of knowing that he could never be the 

ultimate cause of his existence and power. Erwin Lutzer 

He Has been Given Limited Authority 

31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. John 

12:31 

4The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 2 Corinthians 4:4 



As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you followed 

the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those 

who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 

Ephesians 2 

What’s his Strategy? 

 

He is the Tempter  

 

 1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 2 The woman said to the 

serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from 

the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.' "  4 "You will not 

surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 5 "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."  Genesis 3:1-5 

 
5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to find out about your faith. I was afraid that in 

some way the tempter had tempted you and that our labors might have been in vain. 1 Thessalonians 

3:5 

 

He is the Deceiver  

 
3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may somehow be 

led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 4 For if someone comes to you and preaches a 

Jesus other than the Jesus we preached, or if you receive a different spirit from the Spirit you received, 

or a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it easily enough. 2 Corinthians 11 

 

He is a Liar 

44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a 

murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 

speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. John 8:44 

He lies about God 

He lies about the benefits of sin 

He lies about the work of Christ 

 8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and 

judgment: 11about judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. John 16 

 

 



Satan’s Primary Strategy is Against God’s People 

8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 

to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers and sisters 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1 Peter 5:8-9 

25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance 

leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the 

trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 2 Timothy 2:25-26 

10Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to 

test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will 

give you the crown of life. 11He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. He 

who overcomes will not be hurt at all by the second death. Revelation 2:10-11 

 

Jesus has Defeated Satan 

 
14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 

break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their 

lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.  Hebrews 2 

 

The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 1 John 3:8 

 

Resisting Satan 

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. James 4:7 

8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone 

to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers and sisters 

throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 1 Peter 5:8-9 

Satan’s Final Defeat 

 
10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and 

the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. Revelation 

20 

 
47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of 

fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the 

good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels 

will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and throw them into the blazing furnace, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Matthew 13 

 

 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them 

will fall to the ground outside your Father’s care.  30 And even the very hairs of your head are all 

numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 32 “Whoever acknowledges 



me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But whoever disowns me 

before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. Matthew 10 

8 He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be 

punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 

his might 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at among all those 

who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our testimony to you. 2 Thessalonians 1:9 


