
 

 

October 6, 2022 

To the dioceses of the Province of Rupert’s Land 

 

Greetings, in Christ’s name, from the Provincial Executive Council, meeting in Saskatoon on October 4-6, 

2022. We are writing to you regarding a discussion which has been taking place regarding the name of 

our church Province and how it might be changed. 

This discussion began two years ago, with the recognition that “Rupert’s Land” has a specific historical 

meaning, that does not adequately represent the cultures and peoples Indigenous to our region. 

Increasingly, we are recalling that our Province was founded in the encounter between Indigenous 

people and the missionaries and settlers of European origin. Our faith community, as it exists now, 

acknowledges and celebrates our origins in a time before settlement, when the gospel was received and 

welcomed by Indigenous Christians. 

When this question about the Province’s name first came to light, a consultation took place with 

Indigenous members of the Provincial House of Bishops, to explore whether the re-naming of the 

Province would be a welcome step, and if so, what new name or names could best reflect our true 

history and identity. The discussion continued at the 50th Session of Provincial Synod, held this spring at 

Prince Albert.  

Members of synod warmly received the idea that the Province could take on a new name, and agreed to 

two next steps. Synod directed the Constitution and Canons Committee to consider what it would take 

to accomplish a legal change of name. We also agreed that we would consult with the dioceses that 

make up the Province, in order to seek broader input and, if possible, discern a consensus. 

These preliminary discussions explored a number of potential new names, but the greatest consensus 

emerged around associating the Province with the northern lights. The northern lights are a distinctive 

feature of our region; they hold significance across many cultures, both Indigenous and settler; in many 

Indigenous traditions they signify a relationship with the ancestors; and people of all cultures can share 

the wonder at God’s creation which is inspired by seeing them. 

A secondary question came up concerning the language in which our name is expressed. There are many 

languages, Indigenous and settler, spoken in the church in our Province. The name of the Province 

should be something which can be expressed in those many languages, but the official or legal name 

needs to be well defined. Three possibilities have been advanced: 

a) The Province of the Northern Lights (with translations into other languages) 

b) The Province of Aurora Borealis (the Latin name for the Northern Lights) 

c) The Province of Auroramiut (Aurora, with the Inuktitut ending denoting the place we are from) 



We are sharing this information with you in order to solicit your response to the following questions: 

1. What is your response to the proposal that the Province change its name? 

2. Do you favour one of the suggested names, and if so, which one? 

3. Do you have an alternative proposal you would like the Province to consider? 

If your diocese wishes to make a formal response, you are welcome to adopt a memorial to the next 

Provincial Synod. Informal feedback can be sent by letter to the Provincial Secretary, the Rev. Victoria 

Luke. (EPRLSecretary@outlook.com)  

The next Provincial Synod, scheduled for May 2024, will make a decision informed by the feedback we 

receive. It will not be possible to make a complete legal change of name in a short time frame, but if a 

decision is reached in 2024, we hope to be able to begin using the new name in our day-to-day activities. 

We look forward to hearing back from you, and we are grateful for your thoughtfulness in responding to 

this invitation to consult. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Iain Luke, Prolocutor, Province of Rupert’s Land 
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