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THE  

The 75th Anniversary of our church is coming in 2023. We 
would love to have you share any photos you might have from 
the facilities and events of years-gone-by and even more recent 
years.  The photos will be scanned and possibly used in our   
calendar or on other memorabilia. Of course they will returned. 
Please bring your photos, clearly labeled with your name,  to the 
church. 

 

Associate Pastor  
Call Committee 

Update 

Pam Burmood, church council president, called to order a      
congregational meeting on October 16. Its purpose: give          
perspective on the environment in which the call committee is 
operating; provide clarity on the associate-pastor call process; 
and update the congregation as to the current status of the call 
committee. The meeting was informational only. 

 

After an opening prayer by Pastor Erich, Pam presented sobering 
statistics for protestant churches: 

• 20,400 pastors are projected to quit in 2022. 

• 50% of current pastors say they would leave their ministry  
today if they had another way to earn a living. 

• Only one in 10 pastors retires as a pastor. 

• Seminary graduation rates are less than half what they were 
five years ago. 

• Ordination of pastors has declined by more than 60 percent 
since the 1980s. 

 

Pam also reminded the congregation that American Lutheran 
Church is a member of the North American Lutheran Church 
(NALC) synod and the Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ (LCMC) association. As such, ALC must follow the 
NALC guidelines. These guidelines, and ALC’s constitution, 
stipulate only one candidate may be brought forward to the    
congregation for consideration. The call committee has not yet 
selected a candidate to bring forward for a congregational vote. 

 

Call Committee Status 

The call committee charged with finding an associate pastor was 
formed in April 2022, and includes seven members: two attend 
contemporary services, three attend traditional services and two 
attend both. Their ages reflect the broad range of our             
membership. Pam emphasized that committee members’ hearts 
are united in their desire to identify God’s will for ALC and     
address the congregation’s wishes for an associate pastor.  

 

Julie Darr, call committee liaison, said the associate pastor job 
postings started in May 2022. To date, the committee received 11 
applications.  

Six were not qualified. 

Three candidates are ordained (one withdrew; one accepted a 
position elsewhere; and one was interviewed by the      
committee as a potential candidate).  

Two candidates are not yet ordained (one completed a master 
of divinity degree [MDiv] and was interviewed by the 
committee; one is still working toward that degree). 

 

Christian Thao is the non-ordained candidate with a MDiv,      
interviewed by the committee. He was raised in the Missouri 
Synod, his father, grandfathers and uncles are Christian pastors, 
and he interned at Redeemer Lutheran Church (LCMC) located 
in suburban Minneapolis/St. Paul. After reviewing his resume 

and letters of recommendation, viewing his preaching at          
Redeemer, and interviewing Christian via ZOOM, the call      
committee was impressed by his deep Lutheran background,     
humility and spirit-filled nature. In short, they see a great deal of 
potential and asked the church council to approve his visit to 
ALC and our community. Christian will be here on Sunday,    
October 23; you can meet him between services. He also will  
attend our new-member orientation session that day to learn more 
about us. 

 

If Christian Thao is the one God is calling to serve our church 
and If Christian feels the same way: 

The call committee will be put on hold. 

Church council will hire Christian as a contract-employed 
pastor (a called pastor must be ordained). 

ALC will sponsor Christian through his ordination process, 
mentoring him as he preaches/participates in pastoral   
functions/etc.). 

The congregation and staff will get to know Christian while 
he finishes his classes for ordination. 

Once ordained, the call committee and council will determine 
if Christian should be brought forward as the called      
candidate for a congregational vote. 

 

If at that point, no call is issued or Christian declines the call, the 
call committee will reconvene and the call process will continue. 
Although a different path through the call process, the call     
committee sees this as a win-win opportunity for both ALC and 
Christian. 

 

While much attention was given to Christian Thao during the 
meeting, the call committee continues to accept applications and 
proceed with interviews for the associate pastor position. 

 

Lastly, Pam emphasized that any remaining questions regarding 
the call process and its status should be submitted to the call 
committee via alc2022callcommittee@gmail.com. She reminded 
the congregation that only the call committee has the most      
current information and misinformation can be harmful to the 
unity of our church. 

 

Following a Q&A session, Pastor Erich closed the meeting with 
prayer. 
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Hand-in-Hand Widow’s Group is meeting for lunch and                   
socializing on Tuesday, Nov. 8 at 11:30 AM at Casa Sanchez, 

1459 W Gurley St, Prescott. 

If you would like more information or would like to join us 
please call Mary Drake at (928)778-7430. 

You’ve read the book 
now walk the land!  

Join us on our ALC tour to Israel March 2-13, 2023! 
 You may have picked up one of the fliers that share details 
of our Israel trip and then forgotten about it. Our trip to Israel in 
2019 blessed several of our ALC members in ways they will      
remember for the rest of their lives. When they pick up their Bible 
now, they read it in 3D. Imagine fully understanding what Jesus 
was doing at the Pool of Bethesda with the crippled man. See 
where Jesus would have preached the Sermon on the Mount. Visit 
Capernaum. Understand why Jesus said not one stone would be 
left standing at the Temple in Jerusalem. All this and so much 
more await you. Our tour guide is a Messianic Jew (a believer in 
Jesus who is Jewish) who makes the Bible come alive and       
connects Old and New Testament in a fresh new way that will 
make you want to sing new praises to our Savior. Pastor Erich and 
Elke Speliopoulos have been to Israel and will add additional 
commentary. Our fellowship and worship times will be forever 
burnt into your memory. 

But time now is ticking down toward our registration deadline. 

Here are some key dates to remember: 

December 1, 2022: $300 non-refundable deposit per person & 
completed reservation forms for all passengers. 

January 6, 2023: Final payment More information can be found 
here:  

www.pilgrimtours.com/groups americanlutheranchurch2023 

Another info meeting is scheduled for Sunday, November 6th at 
noon in the Parlor.  

American Lutheran Church’s Passion for Life Concert Series 
welcomes: The Prescott Camerata Singer and High Desert 

Ringers Presenting: 

“Cathedral Reflections” 

Sunday, October 30, 2022 at 3:00 PM 
Join the Camerata Chamber Singers on a journey of choral music 

from Gregorian Chant to the 20th century. 
Once again, the High Desert Ringers will collaborate with CCS 

for a captivating concert sure to entertain you. 

Ticket’s are available at the door. 

General Admission - $25   Youth (Under 18) - $10 

Scout Troop 7006 and 7106, sponsored by American Lutheran 
Church, are kicking off their annual Christmas Wreath sales 

and fundraiser. 

 

Scouts will be available before and in between services       
Sundays, October 23 and 30  to take your orders. 

 

Information can also be found on the entryway table. 

Christmas 
Wreaths 


