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1. Read Rom.8:18. Restate this verse in your own words. Is Paul saying suffering does not 

matter and is of no account?  

2. Paul here is simply stating what he has found to be true in his own experience. Do you 
think Paul is qualified to speak on suffering? Why/why not? 

3. Read 2 Peter 3:10. The day will come when our present cosmos will be destroyed, and a 
new heaven and new earth will take its place. Should this reality change the way we view 
our lives today? If so, how? See also Rev.21:1. 

4. Jesus will return to judge the world and to usher in the new age. Read Matt.26:64. How 
does this understanding make you feel? 

5. Read Isaiah 11:6-9. The prophet here is describing what the new age will be like. 
Rev.21:1-4 also describes these things. Which characteristics of the age to come 
encourage you the most?  How do they make you feel? 

6. Read Rom.8:21. What do you think Paul meant when he wrote, “the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay?” 

7. Read 2 Cor.5:1-2. Why do you think the apostle described our bodies in this life as 
“earthly tents?”  

8. Paul compares our bodies, designed for this life, with our future resurrection bodies. See 1 
Cor.15:42 and 1 Cor.15:53. How does this knowledge make you feel?  

9. Our inheritance in Christ is secure and unfading. See 1 Peter 1:3-4. How can we be certain 
that our inheritance cannot be taken from us?  

10. “Most think we are in the land of the living and going to the land of the dying, but for the 
Christian we are in the land of the dying going to the land of the living.” What does this 
statement mean? 

11. When Paul suffered he thought of the eternal age to come and that brought perspective to 
his suffering. Why would this be so? 


