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I 
f you are a visitor with us today, we welcome you in the name of Christ. 
We encourage our guests to join us in the communion meal because Jesus welcomes 
all to his table of grace, uniting and filling us for love and service. Christ is our host 
and our food, bearing to us God’s forgiveness and grace through this harvest of field 
and vineyard. 

Lectionary 30 October 23, 2022 

Genuine repentance and pretentious piety stand in stark contrast in the gospel and all 
around us. All creation stands in need of God’s forgiveness. Keep the faith. God’s 
people shall be accounted righteous for Jesus’ sake. Our God is merciful to sinners. For 
this we worship and glorify God forever. 

* Please Stand 

 

 My Lord, What a Morning ELW 438  

  

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
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Pastor: Let us pray.  God of faithful surprises,  
All:  throughout the ages 

you have made known your love and power 
in unexpected ways and places. 
May we daily perceive 
the joy and wonder of your abiding presence 
and offer our lives in gratitude 
for our redemption. 

 

All: Amen. 
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The conclusion of this letter to a young minister offers a final perspective on life from 
one who faced death. Though others let him down, Paul was sure of his faith in the 
Lord, who stood by him and lent him strength. 

 

Assisting Minister: 
6As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure 
has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 
8From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 
 
 16At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! 17But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through 
me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was 
rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and 
save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Assisting Minister: The word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 

  



7 

  1How dear to me is your dwelling, 
  O Lord of hosts! 
 2My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
  my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 
 3Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest where she may lay her 
young, 
  by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my king and my God. 
 4Happy are they who dwell in your house! 
  They will always be praising you. 
 5Happy are the people whose strength is in you, 
  whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 
 6Those who go through the balsam valley will find it a place of springs, 
  for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 
 7They will climb from height to height, 
  and the God of gods will be seen in Zion. 
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Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

The coming reign of God will involve unexpected reversals of fortune with judgment 
rooted in mercy. Jesus tells a parable in which the one who humbles himself is exalted 
and the one who exalts his own righteousness is humbled. 
9[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous and regarded others with contempt:10“Two men went up to the temple to pray, 
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was 
praying thus, ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, 
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my 
income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this 
man went down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves 
will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 

  

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  ELW 588  
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I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead.*  

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven,  

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.  Amen 

 

Assisting Minister: In gratitude and humility, let us join together in prayer on 
behalf of all of God’s creation... 

.. 
 Hear us, O God  
All: Your mercy is great. 

… 

Pastor: With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent 
prayers to you, O God; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 
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Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
All: And also with you. 

  

We worship God with our tithes and offerings.  Offerings may be given in the plate as 
you enter or leave worship, through automatic bank transfers, or by using the online 
giving option found on our website. www.sttim.org. 

 

You are invited to use this time to offer prayers to God or to dwell in the music. 

  

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from 

the earth and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts 
toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know 
your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

All: Amen. 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 

  
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them to the Lord. 

  
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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 Many Gifts  Choir 

Assisting Minister to uncover communion 
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The congregation may be seated 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,  

 your will be done,  
  on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those  
  who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  
 now and forever.  Amen 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
 and the power,  and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen 

or 
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The body of Christ, given for you. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 

  

 Praise to You, O God of Mercy. ELW 208   

Assisting Minister: Please stand.  Let us pray. 
 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed 

us through the healing power of this gift of life. In your 
mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you 
and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

  

Pastor: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 
 grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
 in accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen. 
Pastor: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 
All: Amen. 

Pastor: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
All: Amen. 
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 Guide My Feet.  ACS 987  

Assisting Minister: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
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Textual elements from Sundays and Seasons.com. © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. 
ELW Holy Communion Setting Six 
 

All Elements are Used by Permission.  All Rights Reserved. 
Augsburg License #23225     ⬧     CCLI License #2883346     ⬧     OneLicense License #A-706342 

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister: Carrie Hoerauf 

Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Jon Gerdes 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Foundation  

Pastor: Rev. Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

Usher: Lucille Snyder Pires 

Altar Care:  Volunteer Opportunity 

Assistant Minister: Carrie Hoerauf 

Cantor(s): Jon Gerdes 

Sound: Jim Helgason  

Video: Volunteer Opportunity 

Counters: Dee Holland 

Refreshments: Dee Holland  

Refreshments will be served after the 
service in the lounge. 



16 



17 

October 23, 2022 

LECTIONARY 30 

Fractured Hearts 

At first glance, the Pharisee in Jesus’ parable seems to be doing everything right. He at-
tends worship faithfully, he offers thankful prayers to God, he tithes 10 percent of his 
income, and he even fasts regularly. That’s an impressive list! However, it’s not the state 
of his spiritual habits that Jesus reproaches, but the state of his heart. The Pharisee is dil-
igent and observant, but he is putting trust in himself and his own piety rather than in 
God. 

Martin Luther interpreted the first commandment, “You shall have no other gods before 
me” (Exodus 20:3), to mean that we should put our whole confidence in God alone, 
trusting in God above all else. Our hearts should cling to God, Luther said. When our 
hearts start clinging to other things, as the Pharisee’s did to his religious routine, we turn 
those things into idols. 

In one version of the communal confession we use in worship, we admit to God: “We 
have not loved you with our whole heart” (ELW, p. 95). Despite our best intentions, our 
hearts can become fractured, clinging to all kinds of things before they cling to God. 
Sometimes all that’s left for God is a tiny portion of our hearts. The words of the confes-
sion reorient us by reminding us of our dependence on God and our need for God’s 
grace. We echo the prayer of the tax collector in Jesus’ parable: “God, be merciful to us 
sinners!” 

No matter how fractured our hearts become, though, God’s response to our prayers will 
always be the same. God overflows with mercy and compassion toward us. At the end of 
our confession, we receive the assurance of forgiveness in Christ. That good news is for 
everyone—Pharisees and tax collectors alike. We are all God’s beloved children, freed 
and forgiven by the radical grace of God. 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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T 
he St. Timothy Foundation’s Person of the Year for 2022 is Adrian Johannsen. 

 

Adrian has been a member of St. Timothy Lutheran Church since the late 1990s.  She 

has sung in the choir and served as cantor.  She is a former member of the Worship 

and Music Committee and has been on the church council for several terms, both as Secretary 

and as President.  The past three years have been particularly challenging as we navigated a pan-

demic, moved to live streaming the worship services, and lost several members to passing on or 

moving to new locations.  Perhaps the most challenging was Pastor Clark leaving to take a call 

as an Interim Pastor in Pleasanton.  This required scheduling supply pastors for six months, re-

cruiting parishioners to fill in where needed, organizing fund raisers, and overseeing personnel.  

In addition, issues that arose with outside groups required a great deal of attention.  In May, the 

Council interviewed and hired Pastor Sandi as Interim Pastor.  

 

Prior to her retirement, Adrian taught Culinary Arts at Pacific Grove High School where she 

was hired by Linda Mann, a former member of St. Timothy’s.While at PGHS, she mentored 
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nine ProStart competition teams.  At her retirement, she was named the California Restaurant 

Association Education Foundation’s Teacher of the Year.   

 

For the past 36 years Adrian has been a very involved member of the P.E.O. Sisterhood.  Within 

her local chapter she has served as an officer in many different capacities, including 5 years as 

President.  In addition, she has been on several state committees and is currently vice chair of 

their state convention next May.   

 

She is a charter member of the Aria International Women’s Choir.  She finds the weekly re-

hearsals challenging and looks at them as “brain food.”  In 2014, Adrian sang with Aria at Car-

negie Hall.  Singing brings her a great deal of joy, especially when she can share it with our 

church members.  

 

Adrian and Bob share five children, their four spouses, nine grandchildren, and two gray cats.  

This gives them lots of reasons to visit NY, FL, WA and locally to spend time with their fami-

lies.  The two of them enjoy camping with the Silver Draggin’ ,especially in state and national 

parks.  Bob has even convinced her to go on a couple of cruises.  Both are looking forward to 

resuming a busy travel schedule next summer. 

 

Congratulations to Adrian and we are blessed to have her as a member of our St. Timothy com-

munity.   
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Dear Timothians, 

Thank you so much for you love and support in this very difficult time for me.  Coming 
to St. Tim’s and being with you 9by phone, mail, tech mail, or even in person) is one 
more place I feel God’s Love so strongly. 

It keeps me. 

I pray I can, with God’s Guidance, give and give and receive; and that those of us who 
need an “atta-guy or girl, or???” will let us at St. Tim’s know! (I think that’s all of us.)  
Dare I say that sometimes we Lutherans (as well as others) think asking for help is 
weakness or a sin…Oh Dear! 

I am looking forward to celebrating Tom’s life with those of you who desire and are able 
to do so on Sunday, October 23, 2022 at 2:00 pm at church with fellowship (that means 
food) and story time to follow downstairs. 

Again and again… many thanks for all your love! 

 

Ida Barber 
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James of Jerusalem, martyr, died around 62 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 

One of three early-church leaders named James, this man is identified in the New Testa-
ment and by a historian of the time as a brother of Jesus. Scholars are uncertain whether 
this means a blood brother. He was a leader of the church in Jerusalem. 

Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 
1676; hymnwriters 

Wednesday, October 26, 2022 

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war 
and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He 
wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." 
Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. Ger-
hardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin. 

Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Friday, October 28, 2022 

We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in New 
Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had 
revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world. 

From sundaysandseasons.com. 

 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg For-
tress Liturgies Annual License #SAS003225. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights re-
served. 

 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg For-
tress. Used by permission. 
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• Preparing for communion:  Our online Sunday worship will include communion.  As you 
feel called, prepare to share in communion by setting aside some bread or crackers, and 
some wine or juice, as you have them available.  If you need any of these items, please con-
tact Ida Barber. 

• Offering: Please remember your offerings to St. Timothy.  Offering can be mailed to the 
church office, sent automatically using your bank, or given online by visiting our website 
www.sttim.org.  

 

 

Adult Education has resumed in the Music Room – 11:15 on Sundays 

We are currently discussing Honoring Grief and Coping with Change. St. Timothy’s has 
said goodbye to its pastor and to many beloved members in the last 18 months. We have 
all lived through the roller coaster of an ongoing pandemic. Grief is a process and an 
experience of saying goodbye to what was, expressing the sadness and the warm memo-
ries, and discovering a new reality. Sometimes, people try to ignore or avoid grief. Oth-
ers can find themselves “stuck” in grief. Together we will learn about some of the un-
spoken dynamics of grief and share conversation about how new life and resurrection 
comes from goodbyes. Grab some coffee and treats in the lounge, then join us in the Ed-
ucation/Music Room at 11:15 on Sundays. 

Grief and Coping with Change – 5 weeks together (if you miss a week, that’s ok!): 

Week One 9/11/22 Overview  
    (definition of grief, types of grief, responses to grief) 
Week Two 9/18/22 “Stages” and the emotions of grief 
Week Three 10/2/22 Creative coping 
Week Four  10/9/22 When grief seems too much 
Week Five 10/23/22 New life and a “New Normal,” Resurrection 
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Please continue to pray for the ongoing concerns of these listed here. 

Please call Dorothy Kirk with any new or changed prayer concerns at 375-1043. 

 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Laura Snyder, daughter-in-law of Lucille Snyder Pires, who has had a stroke. 

The family and friends of Tom Barber. 
Dave Fleishman who has ALS. 

Bernita McClain, Desma’s aunt, whose cancer has returned. 

Marjorie Knight, pray that she becomes stronger. 

Diane Bakhit who is recovering for neck surgery. 

Josh Bakhit who has a brain tumor. 

Phyllis Cook who has a lung condition. 

Ed Olson, undergoing cancer treatment . 

Sandy Hoskin, continued recovery from a heart issue. 

Colbie Schueneman, grandniece of Adrian, with a neurodegenerative disease.  

 

For those living in war-torn regions and all refugees, especially Ukraine. 

For the mission of this congregation, the Monterey Bay Conference, the entire  

Sierra Pacific Synod, our Interim Synod Bishop Claire Burkat, our leaders and 
the leaders throughout the world. 

Delores Heyl  

Jim McMullins   

Gloria Llenaresas  

Riley Ann Holland  

Ronnie Lyons  

Peter Kracht  

Shawn Leonard 



24 

October St. Timothy Foundation Month 

This Week 

Sunday, 10/23 Worship 10:00 am 

 Tom Barber Memorial 2:00 pm 

Wednesday, 10/26 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

Next Week 

Sunday, 10/30 Worship 10:00 am 

 Annual Meeting Following Service 

Wednesday, 11/2 Bible Study 2:00 pm 

 

 

Saint Timothy Lutheran Church, ELCA 
52 Soledad Drive, Monterey, CA  93940  (831) 375-2042 

home page: http://sttim.org 
E-mail: office@sttim.org 

Sharing God’s Love Together 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev Sandi Olson Decker 

Music Director: Desma Johnson 

pastorsandi@sttim.org 

Office Hours: Sunday afternoon, Mondays, and Thursdays 

Available by phone Monday through Thursday,9-6 and anytime for emergencies:  

831-262-6222 


