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In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 

and with all thy strength….” (St. Mark 12.28ff) 

As human beings, we love to make comparisons – about everything. We compare notes on 

recipes; cell phone contracts; school grades; and vehicles. And, although it may seem friendly 

enough, our tendency to compare ourselves with others stems from a deep longing within us to 

measure up. We are afraid of being ‘less than’, and of being ‘left out’. So we ask ourselves, 

‘How am I doing in comparison to my friends?’ 

In ancient Palestine this question translated into a running conversation about the 613 statutes 

of the Jewish Law. Which ones were more important to keep; which ones were greater – the 

big, more important ones? And which of those was I confident about, in terms of my religious 

practice? And how did that measure up with what you were doing? 

It was in that context that the scribe approached the Lord Jesus in today’s Gospel, with this 

question: “Which is the first commandment of all?” The Lord’s answer, of course, did not 

distinguish or highlight one single commandment. Instead, He said, “You shall love the Lord thy 

God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength – 

this is the first commandment.” Then He added, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 

And in that simple word, Jesus swept aside all the elaborate and twisted systems of comparison 

that went with the Jewish Law and the human need to measure up.  

It is important to note that, although the Lord’s answer was simple and straight-forward, it was 

definite. In fact, He was careful to use the opening words of the ‘Shema’ (from Deuteronomy 

6.4), meaning ‘Hear! Hear, O Israel!’ It is thought that these words had been used as a call to 

prayer every morning and evening, since the second century, B.C.. We might understand their 

importance in terms of how we view the creed. The Shema – ‘Hear, O Israel’ – was a call to 

religious duty, and with it came the little word ‘all’. 

 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength. This same 

command had been given by God to His people, Israel, through Moses. And now, Jesus 

underlined it as the most important thing in a person’s life. One commentator put it this way: 

“Jesus demands a decision and readiness for God, and for God alone, in an unconditional 

manner.” This cannot be covered off legally. It is a life-long commitment – in which the will 

must be completely engaged. And in speaking about this loving God with our ‘all’ must be 

demonstrated in sacrificial love for others. “A whole-hearted love for God necessarily finds its 

expression in a selfless concern for another person”. (William Lane)     

In his book, Making the Best Of It: Following Christ in the Real World, Dr. John Stackhouse (who 

will lead the adult class at 9:15 this morning, and preach at 10 o’clock) raises an important point 



about all that we have been considering. He notes that Jesus’ command is positive – “love”. “It 

is not negative: ‘avoid sin’”. In saying that loving is positive, we may also say that it is ‘active’ 

rather than passive. We know this because of what the Lord has done for us. Our Heavenly 

Father actively responded to our need when we were helpless enslaved by the powers of 

darkness. He sent His only-begotten Son to take our sins upon Himself, and through His 

suffering, Death and Resurrection, to defeat the power of sin and hell for us. 

And so, as recipients of this holy, active and perfect love, He calls us and empowers us by His 

Spirit to be channels of His life-giving love. As the Church – the Body of Christ on earth -- we are 

not to be like bathtubs; we are to be like garden hoses. 

John Stackhouse goes on to raise another point which is very interesting, in my opinion. He says 

that “while love is expected of individuals, a lesser standard of justice is (often) applied to 

governments and other secular institutions”. But, he says, this cannot be the way because 

“Love is crucial to the God-given task of cultivating the world”. Therefore, “love is required of 

states, of governments at every level, of institutions such as hospitals and universities, of 

businesses, and every human group – not just individuals”. Then he clarifies what he means by 

‘love’: “I mean the act of going beyond the stricter requirements of justice, beyond satisfying 

some standard of correct behaviour, to seeking the welfare of the other, to acting so as to 

benefit the other beyond his or her just deserts. Businesses, schools, hospitals, and 

governments, among other collectivities can indeed love in this sense.” 

As the Church – members of Christ – we have a high calling. We are children of the Most High 

God: the Holy and Blessed Trinity Whose very Essence and Being is sacrificial Love. He calls us to 

be salt and light in a broken world – to be witnesses of His life-changing and life-giving Love. 

May we trust Him in this calling and seek Him with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength as 

we await the return of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ; to Whom with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit be ascribed all majesty, dominion, power, honour and glory forever and ever. Amen.         

     

     


