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HOLY COMMUNION 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    

 

PRELUDE  

                                          

*CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days.  Amen. 

 

Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 

our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God of mercy and forgiveness, 

we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.  Amen. 

 

Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN “O Word of God Incarnate” ELW #514 
 

GREETING ELW p. 184 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all.  And also, with you. 

 

*KYRIE   ELW p. 184 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE “This Is the Feast”  ELW pp. 187-188  

 

 

 

 



*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray, 

O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. 

Teach us to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for 

all this suffering world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

FIRST READING:                  Genesis 32:22-31 

Returning to the home he had fled many years before after stealing his brother’s birthright and 

his father’s blessing, Jacob wrestles all night long with a divine adversary who ultimately 

blesses him and changes his name to “Israel,” a name that means “he wrestles with God.” 

 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 

and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 

likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 

socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me 

go, for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he 

said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no 

longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 

prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that 

you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I 

have seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed 

Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM (Read Responsively)  PSALM 121 

 1I lift up my eyes | to the hills; 

  from where is my | help to come? 

 2My help comes | from the LORD, 

  the maker of heav- | en and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your | foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you | fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keep- | er of Israel 

  will neither slum- | ber nor sleep;  

 5the LORD watches | over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at | your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike | you by day, 

  nor the | moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you | from all evil 

  and will | keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your | coming in, 

  from this time forth for- | evermore.  

  
 



SECOND READING 2 TIMOTHY 3:14--4:5 

The writer of this letter continues his instruction of Timothy, his younger colleague in ministry, 

by emphasizing the importance of faithful teaching despite opposition. 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 

you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 

instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that 

everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 

view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 

persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with 

the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound 

doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own 

desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5As for you, 

always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.   
 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (sung)  ELW p. 188 

 

The holy gospel according to Luke 17:5-10 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

*GOSPEL READING  LUKE 18:1-8 

Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling 

God’s people to cry out for justice and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately 

grant the plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to those who call. 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, 

“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that 

city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what 

the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day 

and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. 

And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

*SONG “The Church of Christ, in Every Age” ELW #729 

  

*THE APOSTLES’ CREED  ELW p. 105 

 

 



*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P:  In gratitude and humility, let us join in prayer on behalf of all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

A: For all the baptized, that they become skilled in compassion and grace and equipped to share 

the good news with all. Grant your follower’s persistence in proclamation and prayer. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For air and sky, clouds, and sun, that they provide rain to parched land and relief to flooded 

ground. Renew and restore our polluted atmosphere and empower us to be worthy stewards of 

creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For judges, juries, and all who work in the judicial system, that they desire wisdom, seek 

truth, rule with fairness, and have the courage to do what is right. Eliminate oppression and 

injustice in our criminal justice system. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For all who are lonely, especially those who have newly arrived in an unfamiliar city or 

country, political prisoners without recourse to justice, hospital patients without visitors, and 

any who are ill or grief-stricken. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For those in our congregation and community engaged in advocacy that with the 

persistence of the widow, they lift their voices in seeking justice on behalf of others. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

A:  For those who have taught us faith and now rest in your heavenly peace, that we remember 

and give thanks for these saints who shared the gospel through word and deed. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

P:  With grateful hearts we commend our spoken and silent prayers to you, O God; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

* PEACE 

 

OFFERING   

   

OFFERING PRAYER       

Gracious God, in your great love you richly provide for our needs. Make of these gifts a 

banquet of blessing and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, who 

sets a table for all. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING & HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 190 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 191, right side) 

Our Father, who are in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste, and see. 
 

COMMUNION “Lamb of God” ELW p. 191 

 

 “I Lift Up My Eyes” John Michael Talbot 

I lift up my eyes to the mountains, from where shall come my help. 

My help shall come from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal with 

bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve our neighbors 

with joy, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and peace.  And 

may the holy Trinity, + one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. Amen. 
 

*SENDING SONG “If You But Trust in God to Guide You” ELW #769 
 

*DISMISSAL 

Go in peace with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

*POSTLUDE  

Participants 

Presiding and Preaching Pastor Rita Augsburger 

Assisting Minister Isaac Ford  

Coordinator of Music and Technology/Organist/Handbells Rick Strine 

Technical Director Jeremy Hahn 

Audio/Visual Dan Lynch/Jeremy Hahn 

Bell Ringer Bob Tyler 

Greeters Pat Dalen, Patricia Cox, Bob & Carol Tyler  

Check-In Ruth Nihiser, Marsha Thornhill  

Money Counters Larry Haab & Sheryl Brilley & Gary Beck & Jim Summers  

Altar Flowers Patricia Cox in memory of Parents, William L. & Bertha A. Glore 

Flautist  Colleen Hillyer 

Youth Bells Youth Faith Foundation 



Prayer Requests  
Matt Andrews and Family, Molly & Baby Berry,  

Mary Ellen Burns, Greg Lage, Carolyn Renton,  
  

If you’d like to add someone to the Prayer Request list, please contact Kay at the office. 

Prayer requests remain on the list for 3 weeks and can be extended longer at your request. 

 

****** 
“THANK YOU" to Executive Director, Helen Michelassi for speaking to us today and sharing the mission and 

stories from her work with Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc. 
 

Decatur Office, 4857 US Route 36 East, Decatur, IL 62521 

Phone: 217-362-6128  Web:  psci.info 
 

What is Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc.? 

PSCI is a not-for-profit 501 C (3) Corporation providing service coordination for persons with developmental 

disabilities which are attributable to mental retardation or a related condition such as autism, cerebral palsy, or 

epilepsy. Funding for services is provided through the Illinois Dept. of Human Services and private donations. 

This Department completes annual quality assurance visits through their Bureau of Quality Management. PSCI 

has consistently met a high compliance level. The key to improving the quality of life for persons with disabilities 

is dependent upon the efforts of a qualified, trained staff dedicated to providing services for this population. 

The Mission of Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc. 

The mission of Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc. is to provide lifespan individual service coordination to 

individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities Prairieland is here to help people with disabilities 

receive the assistance they need, want, and deserve to navigate daily living and to connect people with disabilities 

to their community. 

The History of Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc. 

Prairieland Service Coordination, Inc. began providing lifespan individual service coordination to persons with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities in 1994. 

When Prairieland began, services were provided in five Central Illinois counties, DeWitt, Macon, Moultrie, Piatt and Shelby 

serving just over 300 individuals per year. One year later, PSCI assumed services in seven new counties, Clark, Coles, 

Cumberland, Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, and Vermilion, for a total of 12 counties served. Today, Prairieland continues to 

provide services in 23 counties and serves over 5,000 individuals per year. 

From its inception, Prairieland’s goal has been to help people with disabilities receive the assistance they need, want, and deserve 

to navigate daily living. It is important for individuals to have a choice in the services they receive, and Prairieland has been 

honored to be a partner in ensuring that their hopes, dreams, desires, and needs are supported.  

 

“THANK YOU” to the FELC Foundation for their work of distributing funds  

to help our neighbors in need. 


