
                                                        Prayers of the People    
                                Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost, October 16, 2022 
                                               Intercessor: Karen Haslam 
 
Creating God, we acknowledge that we are on the ancestral land of the Anishinaabe, 
Attawandron and Haudenosaunee people, the Dish With One Spoon Covenant and Huron Tract 
Treaty. As the leaves turn with the turn of the season we pray for the wisdom to see the changing 
of the seasons as your gift to Creation as the First Peoples did. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy  
 
Creating God, we pray for our church, for Todd our Bishop, Anne our Metropolitan; Linda our 
Primate; Sidney, Interim National Indigenous Bishop; Marinez, Bishop of Amazonia and  
Bishops, Priests, Deacons and all who minister in the church. May they break the bread of life 
and proclaim the living word for our world. We hold in our prayers The Reverend Canon Rob 
Lemon and his family as they look for a house in this community in preparation for their move to 
Stratford and St. James. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
Creating God, We pray for government leaders that they work for social justice. As the widow in 
the Gospel sought justice, we pray that all who govern should strive for justice and equity for 
those they serve. We pray for the people of the Occupied Territories, Ukraine, Afghanistan, Sri 
Lanka, Ethiopia, South Sudan, Yemen, Taiwan, Libya, Pakistan, Cuba and all who are recovering 
from the ravages of hurricanes Fiona and Ian. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God we pray for this city of Stratford and all communities represented here today. We 
continue to give thanks for the Connection Centre at St. Paul’s, St. James Food Bank and St. 
Stephen’s ‘Our House’ initiative for the wonderful work that they are doing in the community. In 
the face of the escalating price of groceries, housing and all commodities we pray for those who 
are hungry, homeless or abused because of their gender, race or age. May they have their needs 
satisfied, we pray that we may sacrifice some of what we have to feed those who struggle to put 
food on their tables.  
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy, 
 
Creating God, we continue to pray for the people of the James Smith Cree Nation and Weldon 
communities. We pray for all who have suffered the injustice of colonialism. Knowing that you 
know their needs we pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit and for those who have asked 
us to pray for them: Marilyn, Angela, Niki, Rob, Judy, Richard, Mary, Robert, Bob, Heather, 
David, Stephen, Doug, Jim, Maribel, Carol, Ellen, Nancy, Diane, Eric, Terry, Susan, Jim, 
Jenny, Anne,  David, Ann, Mary Lou, Olivia and the family that S.A.L.T. III is sponsoring as 
they are finally preparing to travel to Canada. 



Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
Creating God, we pray for those in our St. James family who are celebrating birthdays this week 
Melanie Hughes, Bruce McClaren, Chase Taylor, Cole Andrew Parish, Linda Dietrich, Scott 
Boyce, Duncan McIssac, Peter Ellis and for those celebrating anniversaries Dianne & Brian 
Hern. Let us always be mindful that there are many who feel they have nothing to celebrate and 
no one to celebrate with. 
 
Creator Hear and Have Mercy. 
 
We pray for all who have died in the faith of Christ, and those whose faith is known to you alone. 
May they share in your heavenly banquet where none go without. May they rest in peace and rise 
in glory. May light perpetual shine upon them. We ask your comfort for all who mourn the loss 
of a loved one. 
 
Creator, Hear and Have Mercy 
 
“Brisk is the breeze of autumntide which sweeps in its path crowds of leaves from countless 
trees, collecting them in amber-coloured communities to share bright memories of the summer 
sun. Fall is homecoming time, a reunion and return to remember and so to re-meber what has 
been disremembered by the choice of different pathways or severed by the sharp knife of time.  
“Dust we are and to dust we shall return’, sing orange-brown leaves. As they circle-dance and 
cluster in colonies of the dead. Crumbled and crushed in time’s crucible, stroked and soaked by 
rain’s wet fingers, we shall once again become rich soils, the stuff of earth’s dark flesh. Autumn 
wind, dance master of fallen leaves sing to me of my reunion, my re-memberment and great 
homecoming, my return to the huminous flesh of God,” 
Amen 
 
*Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim, Psalm of Autumn Homecoming 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


