
Ezra 9 & 10 
“Separate yourselves from the people”



Ezra 9:1

After these things had been 
done, the leaders approached 
me [Ezra] and said: “The people 
of Israel, the priests, and the 
Levites have not separated 
themselves from the 
surrounding peoples whose 
detestable practices are like 
those of the Canaanites…
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Ezra 9:2

Indeed, the Israelite men have 
taken some of their [Gentiles] 
daughters as wives for 
themselves and their sons, so 
that the holy seed has become 
mixed with the surrounding 
peoples. The leaders and 
officials have taken the lead in 
this unfaithfulness!”
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 Ezra 9:3 When I heard about the unfaithfulness of God’s people, 
I tore my tunic and robe, I pulled out some hair from my head 

and beard, and sat down devastated. 



9:4 Then everyone who 
trembled at the words of God 

gathered around Ezra



MALACHI 2
11 Judah has been unfaithful. A detestable thing has been committed in 
Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the Lord 

loves by marrying women who worship a foreign god. 

14b the Lord is the witness between you and the wife of your youth. 
You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of 

your marriage covenant.

16 “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the Lord, the God 
of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says the Lord 

Almighty. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful.



5…Then Ezra fell on his knees and spread out his hands to God (to pray).



Ezra 10:1

While Ezra prayed and confessed, 
weeping and falling facedown 
before the house of God, an 
extremely large assembly of 
Israelite men, women, and children 
gathered around him. The people 
also wept bitterly. 



Ezra 10:2-4
2 Then Shekaniah responded to Ezra: “We have been 

unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from 
the surrounding peoples, but there is still hope for Israel in 
spite of this. 3 Let us therefore make a covenant before our 
God to send away all the foreign wives and their children…

Let it be done according to the law. 4 Rise up; this 
matter is in your hands. We will support you, so take courage 
and do it.” 5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading priests and 

Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had been 
suggested.



Ezra 10:2-4
2 Then Shekaniah responded to Ezra: “We have been 

unfaithful to our God by marrying foreign women from the 
surrounding peoples, but there is still hope for Israel in spite 
of this. 3 Let us therefore make a covenant before our God 
to send away all the foreign wives and their children…Let it 
be done according to the law. 4 Rise up; this matter is 

in your hands. We will support you, so take 
courage and do it.” 5 So Ezra rose up and put the leading 
priests and Levites and all Israel under oath to do what had 

been suggested.



Ezra 10:11-12
“Separate yourselves from 
the peoples around you and 
from your foreign wives.” 

Then all the assembly 
responded with a loud voice: 
“Yes, we will do as you say!



2 Timothy 3:12

In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life 
in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,



Ezra 10
16 So the exiles did as was proposed. 
Ezra the priest selected men who 
were family heads, one from each 
family division, and all of them 
designated by name. On the first day 
of the tenth month they sat down to 
investigate the cases, 17 and by 
the first day of the first month they 
finished dealing with all the men who 
had married foreign women.



CULTURAL ISSUES
DRAWING LINES



CULTURAL ISSUES
DIVORCE, MARRIAGE & DATING

1 Cor 7:12

If any brother (sister) has a wife who is not 
a believer and she is willing to live with 

him, he must not divorce her.



CULTURAL ISSUES
DIVORCE, MARRIAGE & DATING

(1 Cor 7:39)

A Christian is bound to their spouse as long as they 
live. But if the spouse dies, they are free to marry 

anyone they wish, but they must belong to the 
Lord.



CULTURAL ISSUES 
MILLENNIALS





CULTURAL ISSUES - 
MILLENNIALS



CULTURAL ISSUES - GEN ZS 
SECULARIZATION



Matthew 5:10

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Ezra 9 & 10 
“Separate yourselves from the people”



COMMUNION REFLECTION 
QUESTIONS

1. Are there any lines that God wants you 
to personally draw to show your 
faithfulness to Him?

2. How does Jesus’ death motivate you to 
take a stand for God?


