
St. Philip’s Parish Council Minutes 
Tuesday June 21, 2022, 7:00 PM 

In person at the Church 
 
Attendees:   
Peter Parker, Karen van Rheenen, Evelyn Savage, Dave Conway, Gillian Fosdick, Mark Graham, Ester 
Graham, Mark Laidlaw, Marcus Schlag, Jennifer Sharlow, Dana Reiter, Larry Anthony 
 
The meeting came to order at 7:04pm. 
 
We welcome our interim priest, Peter Parker, among us.  
 
1: Prayer.   
 

Peter opened with a reading from Colossians 3: 12-14.  He reminded us of international indigenous 
people’s day with a prayer published by the Anglican Church of Canada found here: 
https://www.anglican.ca/wp-content/uploads/honouring-the-four-directions.pdf  

 
2: Regrets: None 
 
3: Minutes May 17, 2022 
 

Moved: Gillian Fodsick, Second: Ester Graham 
“That the corrected minutes from May 17 be approved and circulated in the normal way” 
Carried 

 
4: Treasurer’s Report 
 

Mark Graham presented his previously circulated report. 
Treasurer and council discussed concern about gap between giving and expenses, and about specific 
unbudgeted expenses.  These expenses included maintenance necessary to keep parish assets functional.  
While many of the expenses are essential for the ongoing operationof the parish (such as roof and water 
heater repairs) council considered it prudent to take a curatorial approach to proposed expenses. 
In response to a question there was a discussion of the history and practice of “stewardship campaigns” 
within St Philip’s, including that the parish tradition has been to not have specific campaigns. 
It was noted that giving via offering envelopes fluctuated significantly more week-to-week than pre-
authorized or electronic giving; council briefly discussed strategies to lower barriers to giving. 

 
5: Status of youth worker position:  
 

Karen and Larry reported hosting a goodbye lunch with Grace Brodie as she leaves the position. 
Emma Litzenberger to convene and organize youth group for upcoming month (2 events) 
1 application for youth worker position, Karen and Larry (with Grace) to interview. 
Wardens hope to have Gavin McGhee continue in support and facilitation role. 

 
6: Photocopier 
 

Karen reports that a replacement photocopier is coming to replace copier. 
Delivery pending finalization of leasing paperwork. 

 
 
 



7: Funding for garden plants 
 

Karen reports that a request came from the Altar Guild for funding for garden plants; will follow-up 
with detailed request including scope and budget. 

 
8: Selection Committee update 
 

Wardens report that Committee has had a Zoom call with candidate.  
An in person interview is scheduled for July 25-July 27.  
Council asked about candidate’s availability and timeline; Wardens reported guarded hopefulness that 
we will know whether the search was successful in the early fall. 
 
St. Dunstan Rectory:  Larry reports that the Diocese has let St Philip’s know that the property which was 
occupied by the former Rector of St Dunstan’s is now vacant and available for rent at a rate affordable 
to an incoming Anglican priest. 

 
Moved Larry Anthony, Second Evelyn Savage 
"That we empower the wardens to negotiate with St Dunstan’s and the Diocese to rent St 
Dunstan’s rectory for an appropriate period." 
Carried 

 
9: Indigenous Consultant: Amanda Weinerman’s offer 
 

Larry reports that after some initial lack of success in finding an interlocutor, he has identified someone 
through the Diocese willing to undertake an initial conversation.   

 
10: COVID protocols:  
 

Council reviewed and noted no change to Diocesan guidance, which can be found here: 
https://bc.anglican.ca/resources/covid-19  
Medical masks remain required for clergy celebrating and distributing communion. 
After discussion acknowledging both the health risks of not masking and the impediment that mask 
mandates pose to the full participation in the life of the church for some, council decided to mirror 
diocesan guidelines and messaging that masks remain strongly recommended in a context of evolving 
towards personal choice.  

 
11: Connection to Syrian Church 
 

Council expressed thanks to Larry for publicizing the Church’s response and use of our donation by 
showing the videos at 9am service. Council heard that due diligence completed with CRA to satisfy 
them about charitable status of the donation and use of funds. 
Potential fundraiser suggested for September; Karen to liaise. 

 
12: Stairwell Gallery 
 

Sharon Richmond no longer coordination.  Norma Laidlaw potentially interested in setting up display of 
knitting and handicrafts for the fall. 

 
 
 
 
 



13: Bishop’s visit to St. Philip August 21 
 

Reminder to council of upcoming pastoral visit.   
Peter to communicate with the Bishop and relay her preferences to Wardens about 1 or 2 services and 
timing. 

 
14: Thursday eucharist; gathering after eucharist 
 

Peter not able to hand around and chat after based on agreed scope of working hours. 
 
15: Coffee/beverages through summer 
 

Evelyn provides update on roster for July: coffee still outside; no coffee on picnic day.   
 
16: July 3 at Willows 
 

Council notes event has been announced, permit procured.  A short discussion ensued which clarified 
that not all members agreed on what decision council had taken last month.  Council agreed that it 
would be excellent if the youth group were to do face painting for younger parishioners.  Wardens to 
break it to the youth group. 

 
17: Liturgical considerations:  
 

Peter brought forward a number of suggestions for changes to consider in our worship practice to bring 
it closer into line with common Anglican practice, providing council with some detailed liturgical 
background.  In part this will help make the parish a less “foreign” place for the new Rector.  
 
After discussion council decided to place the offertory plate at the back of the church with signage 
reminding people that this is a freewill offering.  Plate to be brought up after the Confession and 
Absolution and the Peace, but prior to the Eucharistic Prayer. 
Wardens and office staff will collaborate on the wording of the signage and will make sure that notice is 
given of the change in emails to parish. 
 
Council considered the question of whether to resume receiving in two kinds at communion, and a 
related question about whether to use bread or communion wafers.  As adequate stores of communion 
wafers for the next few months have been procured, and council perceived a current unease with the 
common chalice, council decided to retain the current practice of the congregation receiving wafers at 
communion with reconsideration at the September meeting.  It was recognized that when the chalice is 
reintroduced there will need to be education including discouraging the practice of intinction. 
 
Council considered whether to resume the practice of having four readings in Sunday services, typically 
including an Old Testament reading, a psalm, a reading from an epistle, and the Gospel.  Council agreed 
that the practice of two readings was established for at least 10 years, and did not find consensus on the 
practice at St. Philip’s in the 1990s.  Peter indicated he had chosen two readings from the lectionary 
through the summer.  Council decided to keep the two reading practice for now and discuss again in 
September. 

 
18: Concerns about the live stream not meeting needs for interactivity. 
 

Council heard some reports that the live stream of the 9am service was not meeting the needs of people 
participating via zoom. 
In discussion a few concrete issues were identified: 



Sound balance between singing and readers; Dave to investigate pulpit microphone 
Framing and who is on screen; Peter suggested tweaks for how he addresses the in person and 
online congregation 
Decided to include readings in the overheads; either chapter and verse or full text. 

 
 
19:  BAS and bibles in pews. 
 

Responding to a request from a parishioner Council agreed to return the prayer books and bibles to the 
pew backs.  They had been removed while Covid was thought to primarily exhibit surface transmission.  
This will be convenient for the 8am congregation, as well as for the 9am congregation when there is a 
less common event, like a baptism. 

 
20: Next meetings:  

September 20th at the Church;  
October 15th by Zoom;  
November 13 at the Church;  
December 13th 

Items agreed for consideration at the Sept 20 meeting: Timing of services, Communion in two kinds, number of 
readings. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 9:12pm. 
 
 


