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Introduction to the day 
Pray always. Do not lose heart. This is Christ’s encouragement in the gospel today. Wrestle with 
the word. Remember your baptism again and again. Come regularly to Christ’s table. 
Persistence in our every encounter with the divine will be blessed. 
 
WELCOME  (PLEASE POWER OFF OR AIRPLANE MODE YOUR DEVICES) 
Here in Athens, in SE Ohio, we are occupying the traditional homeland of the Shawnee people. 
Before the Shawnee, this land was occupied by the Osage people, and by the Adena, Hopewell 
and Fort Ancient cultures. 
 
PRELUDE  SPIRT OF GOD DESCEND (arr. C. Yoder)  MEN’S ENSEMBLE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
In the name of the +Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
“The heavens are telling the glory of the Lord; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.” 
(Psalm 19) 
All around us are signs and wonders, fingerprints of the creator. Praise be to God! 
 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it; the world, and all who live in it.” (Psalm 24) 
All around us we find life; all the created world is related to us. Praise be to God! 
 
Come, let us dwell in God’s work of art! Here in this wondrous world we are not alone. We 
share this life with the heavens and the earth… 
With the waters and the land, with trees and grasses, With fish, birds, and animals, with 
minerals and creatures of every form, And with all humankind. Praise be to God! 
 
God is good and everything God makes is good.  
Praise to the creator of all that is, seen and unseen!      
Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come (ELW 693) 
 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  
O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always ready to hear our cries. Teach us 
to rely day and night on your care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering 
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31 
A reading from Genesis. 
22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, and his eleven children, 
and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and 
likewise everything that he had. 24Jacob was left alone; and a man wrestled with him until 
daybreak. 25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip 
socket; and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, 
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28Then the man said, “You shall no longer 
be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans, and have 
prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you 
ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For I have 
seen God face to face, and yet my life is preserved.” 31The sun rose upon him as he passed 
Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM: Psalm 121 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the LORD, 
  the maker of heaven and earth. 
 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 
  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 
  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5the LORD watches over you; 
  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
 6the sun will not strike you by day, 
  nor the moon by night. 
 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 
  and will keep your life. 
 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 
  from this time forth forevermore.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 
A reading from 2 Timothy. 
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, knowing from whom 
you learned it, 15and how from childhood you have known the sacred writings that are able to 
instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All scripture is inspired by God and is 
useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17so that 
everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 
 4:1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly urge you: 2proclaim the message; be 
persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage, with 
the utmost patience in teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not put up with 
sound doctrine, but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit 
their own desires, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 
5As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your 
ministry fully. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, 
“In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that 
city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 
and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 
so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what 
the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 
night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 
yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright (ELW 745) 

 
CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING – THANK YOU!  YOUR GENEROSITY MAKES OUR MINISTRY POSSIBLE.  
Giving is easy online through our website at https://www.clcathens.org/give  
There you will also find instructions for how you can text to give or by downloading our church 
app!  
 
OFFERTORY  My Shepherd is Leading (arr. C. Yoder)  Men’s Ensemble 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the whole world 
for all creation, for every living creature 
for plants and flowers, 
for animals and for fragile human beings. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for those who suffer, 
For the sick and dying. 
For the homeless, unemployed and all those in danger. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
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Let us pray for the nations of the world and for all people, 
For peace in Ukraine and all other places in the midst of war 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Let us pray for the leaders of nation and cities; 
May they remember to lean into you 
and to listen to your words. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, protect those who have no place to live 
and no one to love them. 
Help them to know you, and to know your love. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
We offer up our prayers of concern particularly for those we love: 
family and friends, either silently or aloud. 
Fill us with Your Spirit. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
For all the blessings of this life we offer thanks, 
help us to have generous hearts and giving spirits. 
Help us to be your hands in the world. 
Gracious God, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS   
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BLESSING 
People of God, you are Christ’s body, 
bringing new life to a suffering world. 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG     On What Has Now Been Sown (ELW 550) 

 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERVING TODAY: Preacher: Lucy Crawford; Organist: George Weckman; Asst/Lector: John Molinaro; 
Time with Children: Puppets!; Children’s Church Leader: Chris Snoddy; Livestream: Sam Hanson; Greeter: 
Tammy Thompson; Ushers: Andrew Kirsop, Nick Claussen; Acolyte: Dessa Thompson-Kelleher 


