
Dear family and friends,  
Rejoice! Celebrate! We made it to Colombia for full time ministry!!! This is our first newsletter while here since 
we weren’t able to get one written in time for last month. We have been super busy! 
Before we left the USA, things got quite hectic as we packed our bags and prepared to say goodbye to so 
many friends and family. We felt very blessed that we were able to see all of our family within the past few 
months and most of them within a few days of leaving. Also, during August we were blessed to meet with 
several pastors and present the ministry to 
them and even had time to present in one 
of the churches. We praise God because 
out of that He has blessed us with new 
financial supporters and many new prayer 
partners. Our sending church, Open Door 
Baptist, had a send off service for us and 
gave us an amazing send off gift to help 
cover some of our relocation costs! God 
has been so good to us through every 
stage of this journey so far! 
We are currently staying in Bogota with Eri’s parents and brother. We are ready to be in our own house…
which is almost finished. Hopefully we will have our house by Oct 14. How Exciting!!! Once we get the house, 
we will still have to do all the outside areas like driveway, back patio, landscaping etc… We’ve been using this 
waiting time to research and buy appliances and electronics for the house. We’ve also been looking into 
furniture and vehicles. We would really like to get an suv and a motorcycle. We’ve received some advice 
recently that the car market here should be coming down in the next couple months, so we are trying our best 
to wait and find a great price on a car that fits our needs. Thankfully, we have the ministry van we can use in 
the meantime. Speaking of which, we had the interior of the van reupholstered. A new floor, some patches on 
the rear seats, and recovered the two front seats and the steering wheel. It came out so nice!!! It only cost us 
$350 USD. We also want to fix the exterior in the near future because it needs to be repaired and repainted.  

We’ve already visited Ambalema once with our pastor 
Eder during September, it was very exiting to see 
everyone again; they were very excited as well. We 
were able to continue with the Bible studies. Eri  
reconnected with the kids and they did a review of the 
lessons they have learned so far, so now she has a 
starting point.  
One of the special visits that marked our hearts was 
visiting Luz Dary(Loose DAH-ree) whose husband 
was murdered in front of her house a couple weeks 
ago. The Lord had his plans for us to be able to visit 

her, because we didn't have an appointment with her, but while we were around town she saw us and asked us 
to come to her house. We told her we would go, but that we had many more visits to do so it would be night 
time before we could get there. We made it, but pastor Eder was wondering if we should go knowing that the 
area was dangerous. We decided to go, and during the 5 minute drive, Luz Dary’s brother called us to make 
sure we were coming. That was the fist time that Luz Dary’s brother heard the gospel, and we were able to use 
the death of her husband to show that the need for salvation is urgent. It was a very special time to also pray 
for them to have peace during this time. We also prayed for her 10-year old son, Leandro, who saw his step-
dad killed. Please put this family in your prayers.  
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On a lighter note, the Ambalema families are getting hens from the government to produce eggs and generate 
a much-needed income. They are so loving towards us and gave us eggs. We observed from them that even 
having very little they like to bless others. We will be there again on Oct 3-4. Looking towards the long-term, 
we are praying for the completion of our house soon so we’ll be much closer and can interact more often. 
We have news recently that between the town of Alvarado(our house) and Ambalema there is a bridge that 
partially washed out and so it’ll take an additional 15-25 minutes for us to travel to Ambalema until they get 
that fixed. (Not a big deal, just another challenge) 

After we return from Ambalema on Oct 4th, we leave from Bogota on the 6th to attend a Bible conference in 
Medellin which is about 8.5 hours from Bogota to the northwest. We will be accompanied by several others 
from Renacer Baptist. (Eri’s home church in Bogota) 
As we mentioned, we didn’t get a letter out in time last month and part of the reason was that right around that 
time Eri’s Grandpa passed away. It was extremely difficult for the family and especially for Eri’s mom and 
aunts. On the other hand, we just celebrated Eri’s birthday on Sep 28. Her mom fixed a special breakfast and 
lunch. Some of her family that live nearby were able to come for a special dinner too. She had a delicious cake 
and her closest cousin spent the night so they got to stay up late talking and enjoying some girl time. God has 
blessed me with an amazing wife, and I enjoyed spoiling her on her special day! 
As always, thank you for your prayers and support! God bless you! 

In Christ,  
Stephen & Erika  

Drive-In Ministries  P.O. Box 680250  
Prattville, AL 36068  P. 334.361.1660  

Email: Stephenpj10@aol.com                      

Prayer Requests:  
• Our house to be completed and to our satisfaction. 
• The bridge to be fixed soon. 
•  Adjusting to our new lives in our new home. 
• Developing the ministry further with intentionality. 
• Believers in Ambalema to come together soon to form the local church. 
• Eder and Claudia as God transitions them from Bogota to Ambalema in the 

near future  
• A car for Eder and Claudia-traveling back and forth to Ambalema from Bogota.  
• For Luz Dary and her family.  
• For the Jones family.


