
Christ’s Victorious Work 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to 

fullness. He is the head over every power and authority. 11 In him you were also circumcised with a 

circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you 

were circumcised by Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 

with him through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with 

Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood 

against us and condemned us; he has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the 

powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. 

Colossians 2 

No One Understood God’s Plan 

6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of 

the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a mystery that has 

been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. 8 None of the rulers of this 

age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 1 Corinthians 2 

The Promise of Victory (from the beginning) 

14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

    and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

    and you will eat dust 

    all the days of your life. 
15 And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” Genesis 3 

 

The Battle Ensued 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty days 

and forty nights, he was hungry.  

Temptation of Satisfaction 

3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 

the mouth of God.’” 



Temptation of Privilege  

5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you 

are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

Temptation of Power 

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and 

their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 

10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 

only.” 11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. Matthew 3 

The Coming Victory 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 18 He 

replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample on 

snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, 

do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Luke 10 

This image does not refer to an ecstatic vision that Jesus had of Satan’s fall from heaven either in the 

past (his initial rebellion) or in the future (either at the cross or at Jesus’ Second coming). Jesus is 

revealing how their aggressive confrontation with Satan’s kingdom was meeting with victory over 

Satan’s power and influence. Clinton Arnold 

23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How can Satan drive out 

Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25 If a house is divided against 

itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself and is divided, he cannot stand; his end 

has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s house without first tying him up. Then he can 

plunder the strong man’s house. Mark 3 

 31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. John 12 

Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, 

he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment…11 about 

judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. John 16 

Incomparably Great Power 

 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 

he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great 

power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised 



Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 

authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in 

the one to come. Ephesians 1 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and in Christ you have been brought to 

fullness. He is the head over every power and authority…13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having 

canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, which stood against us and condemned us; he has taken 

it away, nailing it to the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public 

spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross. Colossians 2 

The resurrection demonstrated that even death could not be victorious over Christ. The strongest 

weapon in Satan’s arsenal was not sufficient for conquering Christ. Neither will it prove sufficient for 

destroying His people. Clinton Arnold  

 

 


