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THE

MOUNTAIN

KNOWING THE TRUE GOD

Exodus 19:16-20:3(N1V)
*0On the morning of the third day there was thunder and
lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, and a

very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled.

"Then Moses led the people out of the camp to meet
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.

8 Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because

the LorD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up
from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole
mountain trembled violently. °As the sound of the
trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the
voice of God answered him.

2The Lorp descended to the top of Mount Sinai and
called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses went
up 2*and the LoRrD said to him, “Go down and warn the
people so they do not force their way through to see the
LorDp and many of them perish. 2 Even the priests, who
approach the LORD, must consecrate themselves, or
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the Lorp will break out against them.”

B Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come
up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, ‘Put
limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.””

*The Lorp replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with
you. But the priests and the people must not force their
way through to come up to the LoRD, or he will break out
against them.”

%S0 Moses went down to the people and told them.

20 And God spoke all these words:

2“l am the LorD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

*“You shall have no other gods before me.

Introduction

“>Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, ¢ you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words

you are to speak to the Israelites.” Exodus 19:5-6

“9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 1°Once you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. ** Dear friends, | urge you,
as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul.” 1 Peter 2:9-12

From Principles to Pragmatism
From Absolutes to Relativism

From Community to Individualism



From Service to Selfishness
From Sacrifice to Hedonism

From Monotheism to Pluralism

1. Heis the God who reveals himself

e Hereveals himselfin creation

“For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have
been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse.”
Romans 1:20

e Hereveals himselfin Christ

Earth’s cramm’d with heaven

And every common bush aflame with God
But only those who see take off their shoes
The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.
—Elizabeth Barrett Browning

2.He is the God who redeems

“BFor he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves, *in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” Colossians 1:13-14

3. Heis the God who reconciles

God has given us the ministry of reconciliation and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
2 Corinthians 5 paraphrase

“4Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. > Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your strength. ® These commandments that | give you today are to be on your hearts.”
Deuteronomy 6:4-6



