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Jesus tells a parable of an unjust judge who is worn down by a 
widow’s pleas. Jesus is calling God’s people to cry out for justice 
and deliverance. For if an unethical judge will ultimately grant the 
plea of a persistent widow, how much more will God respond to 
those who call. 

GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8 

The holy gospel according to Luke.      Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray 
always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 
3In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a while he 
refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of 
God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear 
me out by continually coming.’ ” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to 
what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his 
chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. 
And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?” 

The gospel of the Lord.       Praise to you, O Christ. 

Prayer 

When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth? 
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Jesus winds up his story about the unjust judge with this 
question about faith.  It is a good question, as we consider 
today’s waning interest in organized religion and declining 
participation in church.  The shifts in our culture have changed 
people’s attitudes about spirituality and caused many to 
question things that were taken for granted in previous 
generations.  

The questioning of faith extends far beyond religion.  
Revelations about historical facts that were buried or denied for 
decades leave us wondering what is true.  An example of this is 
the suffering of indigenous children at residential schools and 
the general treatment of indigenous people by government 
agencies that all along claimed to be protecting the Indian 
population.  The history of the Indian Act is a chilling one once 
you scratch the surface of how its policies negatively affected 
people’s lives.   

South of the border many people have lost faith in the 
democratic process, and it was reported that about 300 of the 
candidates for these upcoming mid-term elections are 
campaigning on the assertion that the 2020 election results 
were not legitimate.  Accusations of systemic fraud are a daily 
occurrence, and these politicians are pledging to do something 
about it if they are elected.   

We should be disturbed by the implications of these claims and 
the level at which they are being made.  This is not the sound of 
grumbling on coffee row.  These are potential national 
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legislators who seem to believe that the institutions of 
democracy are corrupt and need to be overridden.  And the 
cynics among us marvel that people will say whatever they think 
might serve their quest for power.   

The word cynicism came up in confirmation class recently.  In a 
discussion about God, I said to one student, “You sound a bit 
cynical.”  They asked, “What does that mean?”  so, I described it 
as being suspicious or skeptical about something.  To that they 
replied, “Yes, I am cynical.”   

That can be a good place to be on a journey of faith.  It is 
important to question the things that don’t seem to make sense.  
We should challenge authorities and hold them accountable.  In 
the realm of faith, we may each have our own wilderness 
struggle to come to terms with God, like Jacob wrestling with 
God at the Jabbok River just before his name was changed to 
Israel.  And along the way, we should be prepared to explain our 
own beliefs and actions.  Being aware of our doubts and 
questions makes our spiritual quest an honest journey with 
integrity.  This helps us move beyond cynicism toward genuine 
personal faith. 

I like the way it is described in 1 Peter: “In your hearts sanctify 
Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defence to 
anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in 
you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your 
conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who 
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abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be put to 
shame.”  (RSV) 

We are all tempted to just give up on faith once in a while.  
When expectations go unfulfilled, while things don’t seem to go 
our way, when we get little support from the faith community, 
when the answers we seek elude us, it is hard to keep the faith.   

Imagine the frustration of the woman in the gospel parable.  As 
a vulnerable member of society this widow had little power and 
her voice was not very influential.  When even the judge refused 
to hear her case, she had little recourse.  So, she persisted and 
doubled down on her efforts to get him to hear her case and 
give her justice.  Her relentless pursuit yielded results.  But how 
many others would have given up long before the unjust judge 
caved in to her constant badgering.   

The story intends to make a point about prayer, but it is an odd 
way to do it.  Jesus basically tells a story about a judge who is 
reluctant to do his job properly, who would gladly leave the weak 
and vulnerable to fend for themselves.  His delayed response of 
justice is motivated only by a desire to get the woman to stop 
asking him for it.    

In essence, Jesus says, “God is NOT like that.”  But we should 
persist in asking God for what we need through prayer.  And 
surely God will quickly come to help and will grant justice.  
Prayer is an act of faith that assumes God is present in the here 
and now.   Jesus makes a connection between prayer, justice 
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and God’s mercy.  It is an act of faith that asserts God is 
everything the unjust judge is not.   And if we have faith that 
God hears and responds to prayer then we need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. 

The unlikely example of an unjust judge in Jesus’ parable about 
prayer may be exactly the kind of example we need to make our 
prayers more realistic.  So that we don’t expect magic when we 
pray, Jesus describes a context of frustrating disappointment.  
While God is not like THAT JUDGE, our prayers may feel very 
much like the relentless petitions of the widow.   

But in another sense, our prayer creates a bond or union 
between us and God. Theologian Dorothee Soelle says 
communing with God in prayer does not lead “to a new vision of 
God but a different relationship to the world—one that has 
borrowed the eyes of God.”5  What do we see when we borrow 
the eyes of God?  Can we pray with a greater awareness of the 
many injustices that people face daily?  Can we recognize the 
wrongs of the past and become motivated to take action toward 
healing?   Seeing the suffering of others enables us to stand in 
solidarity with them against systemic injustice.  It connects our 
spiritual awareness with our material circumstances.   Our 
prayers embody action.   

So let us persist in prayer.  And may prayer be embodied in our 
action from day to day so that our prayers are not just an 
expression of sympathy when we tell others that our thoughts 
and prayers are with them in their suffering.  Let our prayers 
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help us see the world differently and renew our relationship with 
others so that we may work towards a more just and humane 
world that reflects God’s wellspring of mercy and healing.  And 
let our praying continue through our actions which respond to 
the needs of this world and of those around us. 

Since this gospel emphasizes persistent prayer, I would like to 
conclude with an actual embodied prayer.  And today we may 
also pray for God’s healing in all aspects of our lives.  We may 
voice our longing for wholeness and well-being as  

For body. For mind.  For soul.   

For the community.  For the nation.  For the world.   

For this time of pandemic. 

For the racialized hatred that divides us.  

For wars and political unrest.  

For the climate crisis that confronts us.   

We pray for God’s presence with strength and comfort in times 
of suffering.   

For God’s promise of wholeness and peace.   

For God’s love embodied in the community of faith.   

One tradition for becoming more engaged in our prayers is the 
body prayer inspired by Julian of Norwich.  Julian lived her 
entire life under the oppressive burden of a global pandemic, the 
bubonic plaque.  She was well acquainted with isolation, with 
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suffering and with death.  In fearful and distressing times, she 
was spiritually grounded and continued to affirm the goodness 
of life, creation and humanity.  I invite you to pray with your 
whole body to God who is present among us and receive the 
healing power of divine love in Christ.  Using words from the 
Order of Julian’s motto, “Await, Allow, Accept, and Attend,” you 
may do this prayer sitting down or standing up, as you prefer.   

Together, let’s pray this prayer four times.  Twice with 
descriptive guidance.  Once with just a word to accompany each 
action.  And once in silence.   

AWAIT (hands at waist, cupped up to receive): Await God’s 
presence, not as you expect, hope, or imagine, but just as it is in 
this moment. 

ALLOW (reach up, hands open): Allow a sense of God’s 
presence (or not) to come and be what it is, without meeting 
your expectations. 

ACCEPT (hands at heart, cupped towards body): Accept as a 
gift whatever comes or does not come. Accept that you are not 
in charge. Accept the infinity of God’s presence, present 
whether or not you are aware. 

ATTEND (hands outstretched, ready to be responsive): Attend 
to what you are called to, actions that God invites you to from 
this stance of openness. 

When we pray, we open ourselves up to a place of healing. 
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AWAIT (hands at waist, cupped up to receive): Await God’s 
presence, of inner strength and healing.  Offering up the 
stresses and burdens of this moment in your life.  Receptive to 
what God has to offer you right now.   

ALLOW (reach up, hands open): Allow a sense of God’s 
presence to be with you.  Become open to whatever it is God is 
doing in your life and in this church and in our world.  Let the 
Spirit of healing move freely before you and around you.   

ACCEPT (hands at heart, cupped towards body): Accept as a 
gift the love of God through Christ.  Nothing can take that away.  
It is not even in your control.  God’s Love is now and always 
present.  God’s shalom is beyond our understanding.   

ATTEND (hands outstretched, ready to be responsive): Attend 
to what is needed at this time to complete what is lacking, to be 
made whole, to share in the fullness of God’s grace.   

May God’s healing presence revive and renew our spirits. 

AWAIT. . .   ALLOW. . .  ACCEPT. . .   ATTEND. . .  

(In silence)  AWAIT. . .   ALLOW. . .  ACCEPT. . .   ATTEND. . .  

God of Creation, for Jesus’ sake send your Holy Spirit upon your 
servants.  Drive away all sickness of body and spirit; make whole that 
which is broken; deliver us from the power of evil; preserve each one in 
true faith, to share the power of Christ’s resurrection and to serve you 
with all the saints now and evermore.  May the Peace of the Risen Lord 
Jesus renew us in grace.  AMEN 


