
Our Prayer 
O God guide us in 

Seeking  
Our Next 
Rector 

Amen
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T hank you for considering  
St. James as a parish to which 
you may be called.  We are 

looking forward to meeting you  
and welcoming you.  We are 
searching for someone who will  
feel at home with us.  This profile 
will tell you who we are, what we 
value and how we worship. 

Our congregation is composed of individuals 
with diverse religious backgrounds and political 
beliefs. Some are lifelong Episcopalians while 
others have come from other traditions to find a 
home at St. James. 

We respect our differences while actively 
following the tenets of the Episcopal Church and 
remaining open and affirming to all. 

We value our commitment to be Jesus 
followers. In practice, that means being kind, 
welcoming and highly involved in  
all aspects of worship, fellowship, education  
and outreach.   

We have learned to be resilient in the age  
of Covid and found creative new ways to worship 
and stay together. Our family has continued to 
grow despite all the disruptions of the pandemic.  

      At St. James we worship 
together faithfully through 
regular Sunday services  
in-person and online, 
coffee hour, a weekly 
healing service, adult and 
child Sunday School, and 
nightly online Compline 
services.  Lay leaders are 

active in choir, vestry, altar guild, hospitality, and 
altar ministries to assist, support and enhance our 
worship experience.   

Lay members regularly lead the  
Compline services and educational offerings.  
Many of us are involved in multiple ministries  
in the church.  

Over 90% of our congregation is involved  
in one or more active ministries. 

The St. James congregation is looking for  
a rector who will appreciate our strengths and 
help us to continue to grow into loving God  
and our neighbors.  We are looking for someone 
dynamic and creative who can take us  
in new directions to serve our Lord.   

If that interests you, we hope you will study  
this profile and apply.

Our Parish Profile

Our Strengths As Expressed In Our Parish Survey
We are warm  Friendly • Love and Kindness • Welcoming • Family Feeling 

We are caring  Clergy/Pastoral Care • Accepting • Inclusive • Diverse • Supportive 

We are spiritual  Worship Services • Spirit, Prayer Focused • Music 

We are generous  Outreach • Servant’s Heart



3

CHARISMATIC 
Be genuine and exciting with joyful 

presence and attitude

PASTORAL 
Be present in our joys and sorrows,  

and be approachable

OUTREACH FOCUSED 
Support the weak and fainthearted  

and help us be authentic in faith 

Our Potential Pastor

• Caring and pastoral 

• Friendly and approachable 

• Open to all, open minded, non-disciminatory 

• A visionary for the future  

• Strong in spirit and prayer 

• Biblically and theologically knowledgeable 

• Present in our lives 

• Calm when life throws us a curve ball 

• Visit with us in person or at home 

• Helpful for us to become our best selves 

• Vibrant and challenging 

• A strong leader with a listening heart 
who also knows when to be silent and  
when to speak 

• Collegial, collaborative, and communicative 

• Financially responsible 

• Tech savvy and willing to learn

Pastoral Virtues:  Be…
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60 Years Strong 
In 1958 Bishop Edward Wells appointed 

Roy Black to be Lay Reader in charge of  
the newly formed congregation.  

The first service was Morning Prayer 
held at the home of Mr. Black in 1959, with 
28 adults and 11 children in attendance.  In 
1960, the church met in the Tower Theater, 
a local movie theater. 

The first service in the new Southside 
building was in 1961.  The Reverend 
William McGill became Vicar in 1962, and 
the mission attained parish status in 1963.   

The rectors that followed McGill  
were John McGlynn, Donald Salman,  
Earnest Johns, John Biggs, Ross Stuckey, 
Charles Uhlik, Charlie Caskey and in 2017 
we called Jos Tharakan as our rector.  
In 2022, the Diocese of Idaho called 
Tharakan to be their 14th Bishop.  

The Reverend Ross Stuckey, our  
longest serving rector, ministered to the 
congregation for over 19 years.

Our History

2020 UPGRADE
There have been three major renovations since 1961.  Most recently, during the 2020 

pandemic when we could not meet in person, we renovated the sanctuary (bottom left). 
We enhanced the central focus, furnished it with beautiful Christian symbols, a new altar, 
improved seating with greater access and capacity, and new livestreaming technology. 

Many of our new sanctuary furnishings are made from our previous sanctuary 
furnishings thus honoring the values of our historic past while looking forward  
toward a new future.
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New Technology 
All Of Our Services 
From The Sanctuary 
Are Livestreamed. 

When we renovated our 
sanctuary in 2020 we upgraded  
our technology to be able to 
livestream everything to Facebook, 
YouTube and Twitter.  

We have an easy to remember 
church website, www.sj.church.  
The church app tithe.ly can be 
downloaded onto any mobile  
device to access church information, 
announcements, schedules and  
live events. Recorded services can  
be found on St. James YouTube 
channel. 

We also have an online Compline 
service every evening, led by laity  
and clergy.  People join for these 
prayers from many locations.   
People can actively participate by 
acknowledging their presence and 
sending in their prayer requests. 

Our technology team stays 
active on various social media 

platforms, and also supports our 
Compline as it is livestreamed 

from individual homes.

(Above) The view  
you see of the 

Sunday service as  
it is livestreamed  

from the booth  
at the back of the 
sanctuary (Right).

Our Future

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTfQ1YwbS8_YzPwEqXtYArg/videos
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Altar & Worship Ministries 
The congregation is welcome 
to serve in all ministries at 
the altar. 

Organist,  
Choir, College 
Musicians 
We are very  
blessed to have  

Dr. Jeremy Chesman and his choir 
members who provide uplifting 
musical settings (traditional and 
praise music) for our worship 
services.  In addition, we have an 
endowment fund that supports 
eight music students to 
supplement our choir. 

Eucharistic Visitors 
Men and women, often couples, 
take communion to those who  
are shut-in. 

Altar Guild 

A devout team of men and 
women help with all the 
preparation of the altar and 
sanctuary for various liturgical 
celebrations. 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Adults and youth assist with the 
distribution of the consecrated 
bread and wine during  
communion services. 

Acolytes 

Adults, youth, and children serve 
at the altar. 

Ushers and Greeters 
Several persons serve as ushers 
and greeters to ensure that all 
who come to St. James are made 
to feel welcome and valued. 

Lay Readers 

A group of very faithful  
persons who enjoy reading  
during our services. 

Educational Ministry 
Adult Christian Formation 

Our congregation is blessed  
with lay persons who are well 
educated and trained in providing 
uplifting offerings such as bible 
study, retreats, and topics of 
current interest relating to our 
Christian response to current 
conditions. 

Children’s  
Programs 

Our children’s 
minister, B.J. Amigon, 
provides innovative, fun and  
Bible based activities for our 
children, as well as a very  
popular and clever portrayal  
of the Easter Bunny. 

Organizational Ministries 
The Vestry 

Members of our congregation  
are willing to serve as vestry 
members. Many of our members 
have served multiple times on 
Vestry to offer their expertise  
and institutional memory. New 
members are encouraged to serve 
thus sharing new perspectives. 

Our Ministries & Activities
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Finance Committee 

Knowledgable financial advisors 
from the congregation ensure that 
our finances have oversight and 
are managed responsibly. 

Technology Team 

Working behind the scenes, they 
broadcast our Sunday Services 
and our nightly Compline 
services.  In addition, various 
Zoom meetings provide 
opportunities to gather remotely. 
The team supports our internet 
presence through our website, 
Facebook, YouTube and Twitter. 

Buildings and Grounds 

A dedicated team of people 
ensure that the physical plant  
is maintained and physically 
attractive. Gardeners care for the 
various flower beds so that these 
gardens are welcoming places  
for reflection and prayer.  

Diocesan Services 

Congregation members offer their 
services to various Diocesan and 
Deanery Committees. 

Outreach & Prayer Ministries 
Prayer Chain 

Our prayer chain has been active 
for many years.  Currently, over 
35 persons pray daily for those 
who have requested our prayers 
or for those who need our 
prayers.  We are a congregation 
devoted to prayer. 

Compline Team 

Begun as a Lenten discipline, 
nightly online Compline services 
are provided by a team of six 
persons.  To date, over 950 
services have been broadcast. 
Our Compline services are  
shared with persons beyond  
St. James, across the United 
States and abroad as well. 

Prayer Shawl 

A weekly gathering of persons 
craft prayer shawls to give to 
those who may be ill or hurting.  
The idea is to wrap that person in 
a shawl for comfort and to know 
someone cares for them.  

 

Outreach Committee 

This committee is active and 
dedicated to help those outside  
of our congregation.  It provides 
support to Crosslines (a food 
pantry), shoes for elementary 
school children, holiday meals, 
international support, and to 
respond quickly as numerous 
needs arise.  Our congregation  
is very generous and dedicated  
to outreach. 

Fellowship Ministries 
Hospitality 

Dedicated members of the 
congregation provide 
refreshments for our weekly 
coffee hour.  In addition, the 
hospitality team helps host  
other events and picnics.  If  
there is an event, the hospitality 
team springs to action. 

Young Family Fellowship 

Parents of young children gather 
to meet together for support,  
fun, and ministry. 
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On Sound Footing

‘13 ‘14 ‘15 ‘16 ‘17 ‘18 ‘19 ‘20 ‘21

We have good controls in place, good leadership 
and knowledgeable financial management, a growing 
endowment, great contributions, and very good  
giving habits.  

The church plant is paid for and there are no other 
debts. We encourage everyone in our parish to grow  
one step each year in their giving and stewardship  
of time, talent, and treasure.

Our Finances

Income ($)
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Attendance

Members

Strength In Numbers

• Approximately a third of our congregation are children, young adults, and career age,  
while two-thirds are of retirement age.  

• Over 40% of our members have joined within the last five years. 

• Almost 90% of our congregation attends Sunday services regularly.

A Meaningful Presence of All Generations 

*Online 
attendance  

is not  
included  
for 2021.
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St. James 
St. James is located on a prime piece  

of property in a pleasant neighborhood.  
The potential for physical plant expansion  
is unlimited with eight acres of spacious 
lawn and wooded land. 

The grounds border a popular and well 
maintained walking/biking nature trail, 
which makes it a beautiful location for 
events, creative ministry, and opportunities 
for evangelism in non-traditional ways 

Although we are a suburban church, we 
have inner city ministries to the poor and 
the less fortunate through our vibrant 
outreach ministry. 

The Rectory 
The 2400 sq.ft. rectory has a fenced 

backyard with beautiful trees and shrubs.  
It is in a peaceful location with excellent 
schools nearby and is located adjacent  
to the church.  

The home has four bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
a two car garage, screened in back porch, 
brick fireplace, formal living room, a large 
family/dining room, and comes with central 
heating and air.  All kitchen appliances  
are included.  

Springfield, MO 
Springfield, the seat of Greene County,  
is the third largest city in Missouri.  
A variety of services, employers, 
universities, cultural and recreational 
opportunities are available in Springfield 
and the surrounding scenic Ozark 
countryside. To learn more visit: 
www.springfieldmo.org 
www.liveinspringfieldmo.com

Our Place and Our Potential
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What we promise to you 
• We will be genuine. 
• We will care for and support you, your family, 

and ministry.  
• We will be there when you need us.  
• We will be open. 
• We will be helpful and straightforward.  
• We will do everything we can to make your 

ministry successful.  
• We will seek your guidance in spiritual matters.  
• We will be present for you. 
• We will attend at worship and fellowship. 
• We will forgive you when you fail, and rejoice 

in your success.  
• We will financially contribute to pay you 

competitively. 
• We will be mindful of your time for rest, 

renewal and prayer. 
• We will encourage you to care for yourself.  
• We will be your best advocate for your  

greatest success.  
• We will provide the necessary help in worship, 

liturgy, and administration.

 

What we hope from you 
• Be a person of prayer to help us to pray. 
• Be genuine and honest. 
• Care for us and support our families of  

all ages, sizes, and orientations. 
• Be present to us in our times of need and 

celebration.  
• Be honest and straightforward with us.  
• Help us grow as a community first, and  

then as a church.  
• Help us grow spiritually. 
• Forgive our failures, challenge us to grow,  

and help us see all sides of a situation. 
• Help us see Christ in all persons.  
• Work with our different ministry teams,  

groups, and leaders.  
• Be present at least twice a week in our 

compline ministry.  
• Provide the necessary guidance to help  

us grow. 
• Be present in the community. 
• Be secure in your own call and actively  

support ours.  
• Be creative in stewardship.

Our Promise and Our Hope!
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2645 E. Southern Hills Blvd, Springfield, Missouri 65804 

search@sj.church  •  www.sj.church 

417 881-3073

Is This Your Calling? 
Call Us! 

The Diocese of West Missouri 

816 648-0731 
The next step is yours.

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

mailto:search@sj.church
http://www.sj.church
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