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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 29 

Chapter 22 

 

• Tonight we come to the conclusion of our study of the Revelation of Jesus Christ, as given to 

the Apostle John 

• 22:1-6 are really a continuation of the description of Heaven which began in chapter 21 

o Rev 22:1-21 

• But this description of the New Jerusalem harkens back to the description given in Genesis 3 

of the Garden of Eden 
 

1) v.1-2, “And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. And on either side of the river was 

the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of 

the tree were for the healing of the nations. 

a) In the Garden of Eden, there was a river that branched 4 times and it watered the garden 

b) It seems the river of the New Jerusalem is the one described the Psalmist in Psalm 46:4, 

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, The holy dwelling places of 

the Most High.” 

c) Verses 1-2 are interesting for we read of a, “river” being present in heaven 

d) 21:2 tells us that in the New Jerusalem there is, “no sea” 

e) Some commentators take the absence of the sea to represent the absence of all water, but 

we see in these verses that interpretation doesn’t, “hold water” 

f) John is describing 2 different bodies of water 

g) 21:2, the word translated “sea” in Greek refers to oceans, great bodies of water like the 

Mediterranean  

h) 22:1, the word translated “river” in Greek refers to a brook, fresh water, and running 

water 

i) Why is there a need for a “river” and not a “sea” in heaven? 

j) The key is found in the source of the river, v. 1 says the river comes, “from the throne of 

the God and of the Lamb.” 

k) According to v. 2, this river will be found, “in the middle of its (Jerusalem’s) street.” 

l) Growing along the sides of this river will be found, “the tree of life” 

m) This tree is unlike anything we have ever seen here on earth for this tree will bear, 

“twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for 

healing of the nations.” 

n) AMEN . . . we will be eating in heaven! 

o) What kind of fruit are we talking about here . . . apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries? 

p) We don’t know, but John tells us that these fruits will always be “in season” meaning that 

they will be the very best! 

q) That means no card board tasting Washington state apples anymore! 

r) The Greek word translated, “healing” is “therapeian” which is where we get the word, 

“therapy and therapeutic” 

s) Walvoord says the term should be, “understood as health-giving as the word in its root 

meaning has the idea of serving or ministering.  In other words, the leaves of the tree 
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promote the enjoyment of life in the new Jerusalem, and are not for the correcting of ills 

which do not exist” (Walvoord, p. 330) 

2) v.3, “And there shall no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 

in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him;” 

a) What is the curse to which John is referring . . . the curse of sin! 

b) During the Millennium, there is a temporary removal of sin . . . but once Satan is loosed 

from the pit of Hell, we find that sin once more invades our ranks 

c) However, by the time the events of chapter 22 occur Satan will have forever been 

sentenced to the eternal “lake of fire” 

d) When the new Jerusalem is established, the temptation, the occurrence, and the curse of 

sin have all been eternally eradicated from the face of the earth! 

3) v.4, “and they shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.” 

a) What a blessed promise we have been given, that we, “shall see His face” 

1) You ever have someone says, “I just wanted to hear your voice” 

2) Or say, “It’s so go to see your face!” 

3) Just imagine what she’ll do to Jesus!?! (pinch His cheeks and hug His neck!) 

b) The fact that they see His face, supports the fact that these are the glorified saints of God 

to whom John is referring in these verses 

c) READ I John 3:2 

d) Remember, the Antichrist placed his number/name upon his followers to show his 

possession of their loyalty and allegiance.  To show the early church of Christ’s 

possession of His children, John speaks using similar terms. 

4) v.5, “And there shall no longer be any night; and they shall not have need of the light of a 

lamp nor the light of the sun, because the Lord God shall illumine them; and they shall reign 

forever and ever.” 

a) v. 5 simply repeats what John stated in 21:23, God who spoke the sun and moon into 

existence at the beginning of time will once again create a new light 

b) This is a beautiful picture of how God will meet our EVREY need in for all eternity! 

c) The visions of Revelation are now complete 

d) Criswell says, “In the remaining verses of chapter 22, John writes an epilogue, a 

benediction, an affirmation, an authentication.  Thus God’s Holy Word is closed.” 

5) v.6, “And he said to me, "These words are faithful and true"; and the Lord, the God of the 

spirits of the prophets, sent His angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must 

shortly take place.” 

a) Remember, it has been an angel that has been talking to John and showing John all these 

glorious things since chapter 21:9 

b) T. Pierson summarizes v.3-5, “And there shall be no more curse – perfect restoration.  

But the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it – perfect administration.  His 

servants shall serve Him – perfect subordination.  And they shall see his face – perfect 

transformation.  And his name shall be in their foreheads -  perfect identification.  And 

there shall be no more night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for 

the Lord giveth them light – perfect illumination.  And they shall reign forever and ever – 

perfect exultation.” (Walvord, p. 332) 

c) The angel tells John that these things, “must shortly take place” 

d) The emphasis is not upon the chronology, but upon the completion of these events 

e) Meaning, when these events begin . . . they will move VERY quickly! 
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f) There is also the implication that these events could begin at anytime! 

6) v.7, "And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy 

of this book." 

a) This is a reference to Christ’s return for the church at the rapture, as opposed to His 

establishment of the Millennial reign or the new Jerusalem, but the implication broadly 

covers all three of these events 

b) v. 7 includes the 6th Beatitude found in the book of Revelation 

c) Walvoord says, “How ironical it is that this final book of the Bible, more neglected and 

misinterpreted than any other book, should carry these special notes of promised blessing 

to those who properly regard its promises and divine revelation.” 

7) v.8, “And I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I 

fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things.” 

a) Just as we saw in 19:10, John is overcome by all that he sees and hears and falls to his 

feet to begin to worship 

8) v.9, “And he said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren 

the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book; worship God." 

a) The angel, though chosen of God to be one of the 7 who pour out the bowls/vials of 

judgment tells John that they are equal in God’s eyes! 

b) Just think of the difference we could/would make in this world if each of us looked upon 

others as being equal in God’s eyes! 

9) v.10, “And he said to me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the 

time is near.” 

a) Daniel was told to “seal up” the words of his prophecy for the time was yet to be fulfilled 

b) But now we see that in the fullness of time, God opens/reveals these important words to 

us! 

c) There is blessing in store for those who “keep the words of the prophecy of this book”  

d) v. 7, therefore John is told to openly, publicly, and boldly proclaim these things! 

10) v.11, "Let the one who does wrong, still do wrong; and let the one who is filthy, still be 

filthy; and let the one who is righteous, still practice righteousness; and let the one who is 

holy, still keep himself holy." 

a) This verse DOES NOT imply that Christians have a license to sin! 

b) Nor does this verse encourage unbelievers to remain in a lifestyle of sin! 

c) The implication of v. 11 is that for those who reject the prophecies of this book, and 

reject the Savior of whom they speak, then there is no other message that can move them 

to salvation! 

d) There is a time coming when those who are wicked by choice, will become permanently 

wicked, for there will be no other opportunity for repentance and change. 

e) Walvoord says, “If the warnings of this book are not sufficient, there is no more that God 

has to say.” (Walvoord, p. 334) 

11) v.12, "Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man 

according to what he has done.” 

a) I believe that the “rewards” to which Jesus refers are to those that will be awarded 

AFTER Christians the judgment seat of Christ (II Corinthians 5:10-11) 

b) Believers WILL be held accountable for all they do and do not do, in obedience to Jesus 

in this life 

c) However, I believe the greater emphasis of this verse is upon the reception of the reward 
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d) Jesus says that He brings His reward to those who shall receive it 

e) Have you ever been told by your employer, “Congratulations, you have won 

___________ award!”? 

f) Only to find out that you have to travel to some far off place, and miss so much work that 

it’s hardly worth the effort to go get the award? 

g) When Jesus comes again, He will bring His reward to YOU! 

h) You think people get excited when the Publisher’s Clearing House van pulls up in their 

driveway . . . wait until Jesus meets you face to face with your eternal reward! 

12) v.13, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end." 

a) Again, John repeats the words of Jesus in 21:6 and 1:8 reminding us of the diety, 

authority, and identity of Christ as being one with Father 

13) v.14, “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 

and may enter by the gates into the city.” 

a) Here’s where I have a problem with the KJV and NKJV, for in that translation, v. 14 

reads, “Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the 

tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.” 

b) The emphasis of this verse is NOT upon the tree, but upon the requirement for partaking 

of the fruit of the tree of life 

c) So has John given us a works oriented salvation . . . NO!  For when you study the Greek 

texts, the translation should read as the NAS. 

d) So what’s the problem with the KJV/NKJV? 

e) The problem is found in the Greek text used in 1611 to translate Revelation 

f) Since 1611, archeologists have found older Greek texts than what was used in 1611, and 

in Biblical research, the older the text the more authoritative the text for the older text is 

closer to the original text 

g) It’s like reading a history book written about the Civil War 

h) Which book is a more accurate eye-witness account, one written in 1900, or one written 

in 1990? 

i) Again, the emphasis of this verse is upon the mode/method of salvation 

j) Salvation IS NOT received by “doing His commandments” salvation is received through 

the, “blood of the Lamb” 

k) With what shall our robes be washed?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus! 

l) All who have been “washed in the blood” shall partake of the “tree of life” 

14) v.15, “Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and 

the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.” 

a) This is a reference to all who reject Jesus, who fail to, “wash their robes” and in so doing 

are forbidden to enter heaven, the new Jerusalem 

b) This statement is for us, for the unbelievers in that day will have already been cast into 

Hell, their choices on earth having permanently sealed their fate 

c) But you and I still have a choice, as do our family and friends! 

d) Let us commit to sharing the good news of Jesus with them, in order that too might enter 

into that city and enjoy the tree of life! 
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15) v.16, “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the 

root and the offspring of David, the bright morning star.” 

a) Jesus closes this book nearly the same way He began the book by once again establishing 

to John, and to those who will read this book, exactly who He is. 

16) v.17, “And the Spirit and the bride say, "Come." And let the one who hears say, "Come." 

And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without 

cost.” 

a) This is the invitation of God, through the Spirit, through His people (the bride) to all who 

are “thirsty” . . . “Come . . . take the water of life without cost.” 

b) Remember, salvation is given freely, “without cost” to anyone and everyone who will 

receive Jesus by faith! 

17) v. 18-19 give us the final warnings . . . 

a) v.18, “I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone 

adds to them, God shall add to him the plagues which are written in this book; 

b) v.19, “and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall 

take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this 

book.” 

c) Remember, Jesus told us in Matthew 5:18, that, “For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven 

and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 

fulfilled.” 

d) For you and me, we must accept and apply the whole counsel of God, that means all of 

the scriptures as having authority over our lives if we want to be obedient servants of the 

Savior 

e) Just look around us at the denominations that are struggling over the issues of abortion, 

homosexuality, adultery, alcoholism,  . . . these are the groups that rejected the authority 

of God’s Word long ago! 

f) Add nothing to it, take nothing from it . . . the Bible is the Word of God!  Believe it, 

follow it, trust it, but NEVER worship it.  ONLY worship the Savior of whom the Bible 

reveals. 

g) And if you enter into a personal relationship with Jesus, then you too shall be a recipient 

of all the blessings we have examined/study in these final chapters of Revelation. 

18) v.20 “He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming quickly." Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus.” 

a) It’s been a long time, in our minds, since Jesus was last on earth . . . but in the mind of 

God it has only been a moment.   

b) The last thing my wife says to me nearly every day is, “Will you be home for 

lunch/supper/bath time for Aaron?” 

c) A lot of times I have to say, “I don’t know or depends or hopefully.” 

d) It’s almost as if John has asked the question, “Will you be coming back?” and Jesus has 

answered, “Yes, I am coming quickly.” 

19) v.21, “The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.” 
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