
The Church Caller
A monthly publication of the Ellington Congregational Church, UCC October 2022

Whoever you are and wherever you 
are on your faith journey, you are 

welcome here!

Sunday Worship 10:00
Church School 10:00

 Intentional Interim Pastor Joanne Myer
Director of Music Julie LaRocca

Director of Faith Formation Lee Carman

Upcoming Events SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday Oct. 16

To vote to extend the temporary by-laws 
adjustments approved in September 2021.

Members of the Ellington Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ, 

of Ellington, Connecticut, 
are hereby notified that a 

Congregational Meeting will take place on

Sunday, October 16, 2022 
following the 10:00 service. 

The purpose of the meeting shall be:

CALL TO A 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Trunk or Treat
Oct 30, 11:30 am - 1 pm 

Parking Lot

Farmhouse Fair Preview
Oct 15 10:00 am 
Historical Society

All Church 
Potluck Dinner

Nov 12, 5 - 9:00 pm

Congregational Meeting
Oct 16 following worship

Social Room

Adult Movie Night
Nov 19, 6pm - 8:30 pm

Social Room

5th Sunday Collection
October 30

Cocoa, Cookies and 
Candy Canes

We encourage you to join us immediately following 
worship for this important in-person meeting. Lunch 
will be provided.

We will have a congregational vote regarding the bylaws 
- please see the call below.

There will also be a presentation led by Pastor Joanne to 
discuss the future of our faith community, with question 
and answer period. We hope you all make plans to 
attend this very important meeting.



ECC Operating Results
Year to Date through August 30, 2022

Income excluding Trust Fund & Carry-forward:  $136,937
Expenses:  $179,057
Deficit/Surplus:  ($42,120)
Numbers exclude cell tower rent which is used exclusively for capital improvements

Please try to stay current on your pledges
Based on the gift each one has received, use it to serve others, as good managers of the varied grace of God. 

– 1 Peter 4:10

Church school, Confirmation Class, SEED and 
TELOS youth groups have started. However, it is 
not too late to join in!  Please contact Lee Carman 
for more information (christianed@eccucc.org).

Are you able to host a 
trunk?  We'll provide 

the candy!
Please sign up at 
https://www.signupgenius.com 
/go/10C0C48AFAA29AAF4C07 
-trunk or contact Lee Carman
(christianed@eccucc.org).

On November 1st, the Friendship Class will have a 
guest speaker, Irene Moser, who will speak to us about 

her life growing up in a Salvation Army Family. 

We meet at 1 p.m. in room 202, upstairs. 
All are welcome to join us. 

Friendship Class

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48AFAA29AAF4C07-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48AFAA29AAF4C07-trunk
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C48AFAA29AAF4C07-trunk


FARMHOUSE FAIR
November 4: 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
November 5:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm

Homemade and Handmade

All proceeds support church projects.
 

We appreciate your donations to support the church!
 

Questions can be directed via email to jenniferatraynor@yahoo.com

Home-baked Goodies
Pies, Cakes, Brownies, 

Cookies for your holiday 
entertaining.

Farmhouse Fair Cafe
Dine In or Take Out
Dinner Friday 5 - 7

Lunch Saturday 11 - 1 

New Features This Year!!

Food, Food, Food at the Fair!

How you can help the fair now:
Check the poster at church for items that 
need to be donated to help with the Cafe 
menu
Start baking freezable cookies now or make 
plans to bake for the Bakery.
Suggested Cookies for variety:

Gingersnaps & Gingerbread
Snickerdoodles
Thumbprint
Sugar 
Oatmeal Raisin
Snowball or Sandies

Suggested Baked Items:
Cakes
Pies
Breads
Dessert Bars
Muffins

Featuring Fair Favorites Chicken a la 
King, Pasta Fagioli Soup, Baked Pasta 

with Meatballs, Apple Cake, Carrot 
Cake, Indian Pudding, children's menu 
and more! Visit www.eccucc.org for full 

menus.

Wooden Snowman Kits - A unique lawn decoration - easy family activity
American Colonial Period Broom Squire - Demos and products for sale
Reading Parlor - An adult space to relax, read, or take a book home

Cookies can be dropped off at Karen's house: 236 Smith St, South Windsor, CT 06074 (cell; 
860.305.8583), or ECC anytime before or even during the fair. Package any way that is 
convenient - they will be removed and displayed under a sneeze guard so people can select 
their baker's dozen. Baked items can be brought to ECC Thursday or Friday before 4:00 pm.



Re-Opening Team Update October 2022

Mark 10:27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible but not with God; all things are possible with God.” 
(NIV) 

Covid is still around, but the reporting by the State of Connecticut has been reduced. We continue 
doing our usual monitoring of numbers, maps and reports from the CDC, State of CT guidance, and 
the limited information from the UCC conferences. We also consider feedback from local churches, 
businesses and municipalities. The ReOpening Team is meeting on an “as needed” basis as 
determined by our Chair, Chas Gross. (Please remember that the covid situation is very fluid and can 
change fairly rapidly. There is also about a one-week lag time now from submitting our article to 
distributing the Caller.)  The CDC very recently loosened guidelines. The changes are explained here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7133e1.htm

As of September 22, 2022 the positivity rate for Connecticut was 9.89% and does not include the 
unreported self-testing done by the public. There were 14 deaths during 7 days prior to September 22, 
2022 which were attributed to covid as well as 400 hospitalized patients.

Current Protocols: Masks are optional, but please do wear them if you prefer or if you are health 
compromised. There are no other restrictions – groups may meet, food may be served if desired, 
ministries are meeting in person, again, etc. Virtual meetings will continue being offered indefinitely 
and are still encouraged if that works best for the group or committee. Virtual worship will continue 
to be offered on the church website and the church YouTube channel. For questions or concerns, 
please contact us at reopening@eccucc.org.
Blessings,

Re-Opening Team Chas Gross, Chair 
Mary Iovine
Sharon McLaughlin 
Robin Miller 
Joann Scott

With the increasing covid cases, the ReOpening Team is encouraging the 
congregation to resume mask wearing.  It is not required, but encouraged.

Thank You!
Robin Miller for your 
generous heart and we 
wish you well in your 
upcoming Moderator 

position.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/71/wr/mm7133e1.htm
mailto:reopening@eccucc.org


The Women’s Fellowship of the Ellington Congregational Church is open to all members and 
friends of the church. We encourage you to participate in our organization.

Women's Fellowship News

Dear Women of ECC,

Here we are already in October, and weeks away from the Farmhouse Fair, which will be 
held on Friday, November 4 and Saturday, November 5, 2022.  Summer is over and it is 
time to finish up projects and get ready for our Fair! We are still seeking additional hand- 
crafted items to sell at the Fair to help us make our 60th Anniversary Fair the best one ever! 
 
On Saturday, October 15 from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in conjunction with the Ellington 
Historical Society  Fall Festival, we will be offering a preview of our Farmhouse Fair. This 
will be a few tables manned by Jen T. and Alexis K. It will also be an opportunity to promote 
the upcoming Fair. Lee Carman will also be participating on behalf of BCE.

Coat Ministry for hawkwing – currently suspended: Thanks for very much to Jan and Dave 
Danforth for their years of service collecting gently used and new coats for hawkwing.  This is 
a ministry started years ago by Peg Doffek and Janet Wieliczka. Unfortunately, at this time we 
do not have a person or team willing to continue this ministry. We will not start up 
collections for coats again until we have someone willing to manage this ministry which 
means collecting the coats from church and inspecting them, packing them in boxes and 
periodically bringing the boxes to Glastonbury. Please see Penny Gates if you are interested 
in helping with this ministry.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry’s next meeting will be on October 27th (the fourth Thursday of 
the month) from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. Everyone who would like to help is welcome! Please 
contact Jan Starkweather at 860-875-1543 for more information. Sacred Stitches is meeting 
on the third Thursday of each month from 9:00 a.m. to noon on October 20th in the Social 
Room.  The blankets (and maybe quilts in the near future) will be sent to hawkwing. 
Everyone who wants to sew is welcome to join. Please contact Jan Schaeffer at 860-875-5581 
with any questions.

Thanks to Al Tourneau for building beautiful, new shelves in the kitchen pantry! Women’s 
Fellowship will be paying for a commercial cleaning of the kitchen in October, which is 
something we do annually.

Women’s Fellowship is also planning an all-church potluck on Saturday, November 12, 2022 
in the Social Room beginning at 5:00 p.m. This is a celebratory potluck for the success of the 
Fair and it is for our entire church. All are welcome. Please join us. Last names beginning A - 
M, please bring a main dish to share. Last names beginning N - Z, please bring a side dish or 
salad to share.Desserts and beverages will be provided. 



4 cups chopped seeded, peeled zucchini
1/3 cup lemon juice
½ cup sugar
½ teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg
2 cups all-purpose flour
1 cup sugar
½ teaspoon cinnamon
¾ cup cold butter, cubed

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees, Lightly grease 7X11 inch baking dish.
Combine the zucchini and lemon juice in a medium pan and cook over medium-high heat until 
the zucchini is soft, 10-15 minutes. Stir in the ½ cup sugar, ½ teaspoon cinnamon and nutmeg; 
cook an additional minute then remove from heat.
In a large bowl, stir together the flour, 1 cup sugar and cinnamon. Using a pastry cutter or fork, 
cut the butter into the flour mixture until it resembles coarse crumbs.
Mix ¾ cup of the crumb mixture into the zucchini mixture. Press half of the remaining crumb 
mixture into the bottom of the prepared pan. Pour the zucchini mixture on top of the crust, then 
sprinkle the remaining crumb mixture evenly on top.
Bake in the preheated oven for 35-40 minutes, or until golden brown on top. Let cool before 
slicing.

By popular request, here is the Zucchini Bar recipe from Penny Gates: 

Zucchini Cobbler Bars
Prep time 35 mins.
Cook time 35 mins.
Total time 1 hour 10 mins. Serves: 15 bars

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Our next Women’s Fellowship Executive Board meeting is Friday, November 11, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 
on Zoom. 

Blessings, Penny Gates and Sharon McLaughlin, Co-Presidents



It’s been a busy year for the Trustees.  In April, the roofs over the education wing, office area 
and elevator addition were replaced.  With the sanctuary roof being replaced last year, the 
interior of our building is now well-protected from leaks.

Work continues on the combined clock mechanism replacement and bell stabilization project.  
Electrical work is underway to snake the necessary cables up the interior of the steeple to the 
bell deck, and an electrical control box has been installed in Room 1 near the “dungeon”.  A new 
control panel will allow the bell to be programmed to ring at selected times.  Once connected to 
the internet, the steeple clock will automatically set itself for daylight savings.  In the event of a 
power failure, the clock will also correct itself to the exact time once power is restored.  All this 
means that Ben West will no longer have to climb a series of ladders to work on the clock.  We 
are grateful for Ben’s many years of careful attention to the workings of our clock!

Most of the shrubbery in the front of the church is overgrown.  During the week of September 
19, the shrubs will be removed, and the affected areas will be reseeded.  At some future time, we 
could entertain a new plan for shrubs in the front of the church.

We are working with the town Fire Marshall to bring our fire doors up to code.  This will be an 
expensive project that may have to be done over multiple years, with the highest priority 
requirements placed at the top of the list.

Down in the kitchen pantry, the storage shelving has been replaced and the metal doors have 
been freshly painted.

Caroline Takach, our Office Administrator, has been trained on the operations of the new 
locking system for the back door.  We plan on converting from metal keys to the new wireless 
fobs in the coming weeks.

Keep in mind that our church would be hard-pressed to pay for these projects if it were not for 
the rent that we collect from the cell phone companies.  We are truly blessed to have this 
income source that is dedicated solely to capital projects.

Chas Gross, Chair

TRUSTEE'S CORNER



MISSIONS is on a Mission

Shopping Cart Ministry
October Most Needed Items

 Spaghetti sauce in plastic jars 
(such as Francesco Rinaldi)
 Canned pasta
 Small bottles of salad dressing
 Ramen noodles
 Pouches of instant potatoes
 Pasta Roni or Hamburger Helper
 4-packs of pudding cups  
 Packages of cheese or peanut 
butter snack crackers
Packages of cookies
Money or gift cards for responding 
to changing needs

Never be afraid to try something new --Remember 
amateurs built the ark. Professionals built the Titanic!!!   

unknown

THE NEED IS GREAT!
We have  been told by Cornerstone that food 
donations have dropped, while the need has 
increased. They give out food twice a week on 
Tuesday and Saturday. They are very grateful, 
but if we could get just one item from every 
member, that would be a significant increase in 
our support of their mission.  

Because they provide clients with pre-packed bags of nonperishable foods, they must 
limit the weight and size of food items. Please donate regular size food items instead of 
large or family size items or multi-pound items.  They cannot put glass jars in the bags of 
food.



 Ellington Congregational Church Presents

 
 
 

Saturday, December 3, 2022
Save the Date!

Come Join the Celebration!
We have a few activities planned this year for Winterfest and we 
are working on the final plans. There will be more details in the 

November Caller.
 

We'll have e a Carol Sing in the afternoon, led by our Director of 
Music, Juliane LaRocca!

 

From 4:00-6:30 p.m. is the Winterfest Café! Our Dinner 
Committee will be offering a “family-friendly” menu, with 

continuous seating in the Social Room. We will be offering our 
special Macaroni & Cheese, Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup, Grilled 

Cheese, Beverages and Brownies! 
 

This year we are bringing back the Gingerbread House Contest. 
Entries will be set up in room 201 for public viewing!

 

There are many town events happening as well, including the 
Tree-Lighting Ceremony on the Green with Santa, Open House 
at the Nellie McKnight Museum, the Torchlight Parade, many 

activities at the Hall Memorial Library and much more. 
 

Would you like to be part of the fun? The committee can use 
additional help with set-up, hosting, serving, and clean-up. Please 

contact the office for information. Officeadmin@eccucc.org.  
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