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Wednesday Evening Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson 28 

Chapter 21 

 

• Our study this evening takes us to one of the most thrilling and inspiring chapters of all the 

Bible 

• In Chapter 21 we find that God’s  judgements have been completed, and God’s wrath upon 

the sin and wickedness of this world has been totally and thoroughly poured out 

• Our view now takes us to a place that no human eye has ever seen 

• v. 1 tells us John saw, “a new heaven and a new earth” 

• Remember, the Bible speaks of 3 heavens 

o The dwelling place of the birds (sky)  

o The dwelling place of the stars (space) 

o The dwelling place of God (heaven of heavens) 

• I think we have a good handle on what John is referring to when he speaks of a new “earth” 

but what does he mean when he speaks of a new, “heaven?” 

• When John speaks of a, “new heaven and a new earth” I believe He is speaking of these first 

2 heavens 

• I believe that the air pollution and ozone layer problems of this earth will be gloriously made 

new, as will all creation be made new in that day 

• If God created it all in the first place, it will be a simple matter for Him to redeem it in that 

day! 

• God is NOT going to destroy the earth and fashion a new one, but He will gloriously 

transform the world as we know, into the world that He originally designed! 

• Much the way the God transforms men/women who come to Jesus confessing their sins and 

seeking salvation . . . God does not destroy us, but gloriously transforms us and redeems us! 

• READ Criswell quote, p.105 

 

1) Why does John see a new heaven and a new earth? 

a) v. 1 says, “for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.  Also there was no 

more sea.” 

b) I believe this verse fulfills the prophecy of Christ in Mark 13:31, where in the parable of 

the fig tree Jesus says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means 

pass away.” 

c) The Greek word used in both of these passages does not mean to annihilate or destroy, 

but rather to move through 

d) The implication is that of a ship that passes by a port, and having crossed the horizon is 

no longer visible/present (but it still exists) 

e) Something MUST change about this world, for the Bible promises us in several places 

that the earth is part of our inheritance 

1) Matthew 5:5, “Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth” 

2) Psalm 37:9, “They that wait upon the Lord, they shall inherit the earth.” 

3) Psalm 37:11, “But the meek shall inherit the earth” 

4) Psalm 37:29, “The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein forever.” 

f) We will see the fulfillment of these promises in Revelation 21 
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g) Interesting to note that there will be, “no sea.” Commentators have a variety of ideas 

about what this statement means 

h) Some believe that because we will have glorified bodies in heaven, we’ll have no need 

for the waters of the ocean and the aquatic life that lives within it 

i) Others believe that this statement is only symbolic  

j) Earlier in Revelation, we saw that the sea represented sinful man, therefore the absence of 

the sea refers to the absence of sinful man  

k) What about the hymn, “Holy, Holy, Holy, all the saints adore Thee, casting down their 

golden crowns around the glassy sea” 

1) That’s heaven as we now know it, but there’s a change coming in v. 2 

l) Here’s my theory . . . 

m) The majority of the earth is not covered by water, “the seas.”  I believe in that day,  all of 

the earth that is now covered in water will be taken and covered by the New Jerusalem! 

2) v. 2, John sees the “holy city, New Jerusalem” 

a) I believe that this city exists now in heaven, the dwelling place of God, and in that day, 

God will bring heaven to earth 

b) Is heaven simply a city, Claremont, Hickory? 

c)  think John calls this a city, because it’s simply the best word/term that you and I can 

understand 

d) So much of what John saw was beyond his ability, and our ability, to understand and 

comprehend . . . therefore, I believe God gave John words/terms that only give us a 

glimpse of what we will really see in that day! 

e) This city is, “coming down out of heaven from God” 

f) This will be a glorious site, one that John likens to seeing a bride coming down the aisle! 

3) v. 3, John hears a voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 

He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and 

be their God.” 

a) This tabernacle is unlike the tabernacle the Hebrews had in the wilderness 

b) v. 22, tells us that there is no temple in this city, “for the Lord God Almighty and the 

Lamb are its temple.”  

c) When we think of worship today, many times we erroneously think we must go to the 

church, the tabernacle, the temple to find God’s presence 

d) In that day there will be no need for a building in which to seek God’s presence, for His 

presence will be every, in everyone and everything 

e) (In my mind, I don’t believe there would even be a building that could hold the presence 

of God!) 

f) John emphasizes the presence of God with man in that day, “God is with men, and He 

will dwell with them, and they shall be His people.  God Himself will be with them and be 

their God.” 

g) This will truly be heaven on earth! 

4) v. 4, Note the things that will and will not be present in the New Jerusalem 

a) “God will wipe away every tear from their eyes” 

b) Walvoord says, “The emphasis here is on the comfort of God, not the remorse of the 

saints.  The tears seem to refer to tears shed on earth as the saints endured suffering for 

Christ’s sake, rather than the tears shed in heaven because of human failure.” 

c) “there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying” 
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d) Nothing moves people to tears more quickly than to hear of a death, to feel sorrow, or to 

see others crying!  And these will all cease when the New Jerusalem comes down! 

e) “there shall be no more pain” 

f) Do you know anyone with chronic pain?  What a place heaven twill be! 

g) How is it that all these things can be true . . . v. 4, “for the former things have passed 

away” They have moved beyond the horizon and are forever removed from our presence! 

h) But “where” have these things passed to?  Will they or can they ever return? 

i) No, for they pass into the lake of fire, and no one that enters there shall ever return! 

5) v. 5, Who is speaking in this verse . . . Jesus! 

a) Notice what He says, “Behold I will make all things new” 

b) WOW!  What a follow-up to v. 4!!!! 

c) How can Jesus be the one who makes all things new? 

d) READ Colossians 1:15-17 

e) Jesus tells John to, “write, for these words are faithful and true” 

f) That’s an important statement in the NT, whenever you read, “these things are faithful 

and true” make a note! (Give other examples of this) 

6) v. 6-8 seem to be odd words for Jesus to utter at the establishment of the New Jerusalem.  

a) I believe that Jesus gives John these words for you and me today!  Those who are present 

in that day will have already realized these truths and become the recipients of these 

promises. 

b) By the same token, those who reject Christ will have already experienced the 2nd death 

7) v. 6, Then Jesus proclaims, “It is done! I am the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the 

End.  I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to Him who thirsts” 

8) v. 7 tells the saints of their inheritance, “He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will 

be His God and he shall be My son” 

a) Some are critical of this verse for not telling us exactly what the saints shall inherit 

b) If you want to know, read the rest of the Bible!  For there are MANY passages that reveal 

portions of our inheritance! 

9) v. 8 tells the sinners of their inheritance , “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, 

murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake 

of fire and brimstone, which is the second death.” 

10) v. 9, The one of the “seven angels who had the seven bowls filled with the last seven 

plagues” invited John to come behold, “the bride, the Lamb’s wife” 

a) The city is NOT the bride, but the bride is coming with the city 

b) Hold on, hasn’t the marriage supper of the Lamb taken place . . . yes! 

c) But the marriage supper comes before the marriage.  I believe what we see here is the 

actual ceremony, the official union of Christ and His bride for all eternity 

11) v. 10, John is carried away by the angel to a “great and high mountain” and is shown, “the 

great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God” 

12) v. 11-21, Notice how John describes the New Jerusalem 

a) “having the glory of God” 

b) Walvoord says, “As the glory of God is the sum of His infinite perfection’s in their 

manifestations, so the new Jerusalem reflects all that God is.” (Walvoord, p. 320) 

13) v. 11-21 are interpreted one of 3 ways 

a) Symbolically – meaning that this description is NOT of a real city, but only symbolizes 

the eternal blessings of God upon the saints 
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b) Strictly literal – meaning that this description is exactly the way the new Jerusalem will 

look and by adorned 

c) This is my view, meaning that the New Jerusalem is a literal city, and that the description 

here is the best that John could give us, for he was looking upon that which human eye 

had never seen before! 

d) “Her light was like a most precious stone, like a jasper stone, clear as crystal” 

14) v. 12, “a great and high wall, with twelve gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names 

written on the them” 

a) Whose names are written on these gates, “the names of the twelve tribes of the children 

of Israel” 

15) v. 14, “the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names” 

a) Whose names are written upon the foundations, “the names of the twelve apostles of the 

Lamb” 

b) We see by these 2 statements, that God will fulfill all his promises of blessing for the 

saints of both the Old Testament and the New Testament 

c) The faithful from each group will be rewarded and blessed in different ways, but that is 

the decision of God 

16) v. 16, “the city is laid out as a square; its length is as great as its breadth.”   

a) Hence, the reference to the “city that is built four-square” 

b) The city’s measurements are in v.16-17 and depending upon your translation, you will 

find differing units of measure, but each equaling the same  

c) NIV – 12,000 stadia NKJV – 144,000 cubits  KJV – 12,000 furlongs 

d) All of these are equal to 1,500 miles, that is the distance from Maine to Florida 

e) Criswell says, “It is so vast in its length, its breadth, and its height that the city would 

cover all of Ireland, all of Great Britain, all of France, all of Spain, all of Germany, all of 

Austria, al of Italy, all of European Turkey and half of European Russia.” 

17) v. 17, “its wall, seventy yards” (NAS) = approximately 250 feet high 

a) NIV refers to the wall’s thickness, where other translations refer to the wall’s height 

18) According to v. 18, the wall is made of “jasper” and the city is, “pure gold, like clear glass” 

19) v. 19 tells us the “foundations of the wall” will be covered with, “all kinds of precious 

stones” 

a) John then names them, “the first foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the third 

chalcedony, the fourth emerald, the fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, 

and the twelfth amethyst” 

b) It’s difficult to understand all that John saw in this part of his vision, for the name of 

some of these stones has been transliterated, rather than translated 

c) When you search out the definitions/meanings of some of these stones we are told they 

are of an, “unknown origin” 

d) Transliterated = finding the letter in English that corresponds to the letter in Greek  

e) Translated = finding the word in English that corresponds to the word in Greek 

f) For this reason, Criswell says that he believes that the Greek word we transliterated to 

Jasper, really refers to diamonds. 

g) v. 11 speaks of the city is “jasper, clear as crystal.”  Jasper isn’t clear like crystal, but 

diamond is. 

h) Does this mean that there is an error in the Bible? 
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i) No, it simply means that John described to the best of human understanding that which 

we cannot understand! 

j) The Spirit maintained the integrity of the text, but the meaning of the text still transcends 

our comprehension. 

20) v. 21, The twelve gates will be made of “pearl” 

a) What John sees is so beautiful, he describes each gate as being an individual pearl! 

b) The streets of the city will be, “pure gold, like transparent glass” 

c) Will the streets be gold?  May be, or it may be that the streets were so pure and clean that 

the best way John could describe them is as “gold” 

d) John makes some other interesting observations about the New Jerusalem . . . 

e) “the city has no need of the sun, or of the moon to shine in it” 

f) How shall we see?  “for the glory of God illuminated it.  The Lamb is the light” 

g) “It’s gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no light there)” 

h) The purpose of gates are to protect the people of the city, and to limit the people of the 

city from leaving 

i) The presence of sin has forever been removed, therefore there’s no fear of any intruder 

entering the city 

j) There’s also no reason for the saints to be restricted to the city for this is now a “new 

earth” and God will grant us freedom to enjoy His redeemed creation! 

k) The last phrase of v. 27 is again, a word to the people of our day, “But there shall by no 

means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, by only those who 

are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

l) We must share with our friends, families, and loved ones that, “Jesus is the way, the 

truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father, except through Me.” 
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