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1. Read Phil.3:4b - 7. What do you think Paul meant when he wrote in v.6, "as for legalistic 
righteousness, faultless"? What do you think he meant in v.7  when he wrote "But whatever 
was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ"? 

2. Why do you think Paul hated Christianity and the early church so much?  

3. Paul thought that by persecuting the church he was doing God's will. Can you think of any 
examples today where the same thoughts are held? 

4. Read 1 Tim.1:12-13. Here Paul is writing as an older man looking back upon his life. From 
these verses, why did God show mercy to Paul? 

5. Read Acts 9:1-9. Here God suddenly intervened in Paul's life in a way Paul was not 
expecting. Share how God first intervened in your life to begin to draw you to faith in Christ. 
Does conversion always have to be sudden and unexpected to be genuine? 

6. Read Acts 9:4 -5. Why might Paul find Christ's words here confusing?  

7. In Acts 9:4 Christ addresses Paul personally. Can you think of the time when the call of 
Christ became personal to you? Do you think it is possible to understand the gospel message 
and yet not have made a personal commitment to Christ? 

8. Do you believe God sometimes convicts us of past sins which we need to deal with before 
Him? See John 16:8. 

9. Read Ps.51:4. What do you think King David meant when he wrote these words after his 
adultery with Bathsheba? How can all sin at root be a sin primarily against God?  

10. Read Jer.17:9. Do you believe it is possible for our own hearts to deceive us? If it is true, how 
may we minimize the danger?  

11. All have sinned before God. See Rom.3:23. How can we be reconciled to a holy God? See 
Isaiah 53:5-6 and Isaiah 1:18.  

12. The apostle wrote that before he came to Christ he was "according to legalistic 
righteousness, faultless." Could his legalistic righteousness have reconciled him to the 
father? 


