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*October’s Prayer for Thought* 
 

We are living in unprecedented times.  There is much that we cannot control, but 
we can control our choices of behavior. Now is the time to intentionally choose 
healthy patterns to offset the grief and lament related to these times as we shift to 
a new normal. 
 

Healthy choices includes faith practices. The Affirmation of Baptism provides 
five faith practices to integrate into our daily life. Receive each as a gift from 
God: 
· live among God’s faithful people 
· hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 
· proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed 
· serve all people following the example of Jesus 
· strive for justice and peace in all the earth 
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Important Confirmation Information 
 

· Wednesday, October 12th @ 6:00pm 
 Meet with Pastor Beckius 
 Work on final requirements for Confirmation  
 Bring Chromebook to class 
· Wednesday, October 19th @ 6:00pm 
 Work on final requirements for Confirmation 
 Bring Chromebook to class 
· Sunday, October 23rd @ 9:30am 
 Confirmation reception for students & guests 
· Sunday, October 30th @ 11:00am 
 Affirmation of Baptism during worship 
 

*Please note the time changes on Sunday, October 
30th, 2022  
 Sunday School @ 9:30am 
 Worship Service @ 11:00am 
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                       Gifts & Offerings through September 29th, 2022 
 
 

· General: $8,706.00 
 YTD:Ê$107,993.46 
 2022ÊBudget:Ê$169,779.00 ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
            
· Mission Share: $461.00 
 YTD:Ê$10,144.50 
 2022ÊPledgedÊBudget:Ê$13,000.00Ê  
 
· World Hunger/Receive Bread-Give Bread: $555.35 
 YTD:Ê$5,898.66 
 2022ÊGoal:Ê$5,000.00Ê    
    

                                              Total: $9,722.35 
 
 

*PleaseÊnote,ÊtheseÊtotalsÊareÊbeforeÊallÊonlineÊgivingÊfeesÊhaveÊbeenÊassessed. 

 

    
 Check out our website at         
 www.salemlutheranponca.org 
 

  
  
 Find us on Facebook /  
 Salem Lutheran Church  

 

Communion will be on Sunday, October 9th, 2022.   
(Communion will be held on the second Sunday of the month) 
 

Bible Study is every Thursday @ 9:30am.  All are welcome to attend.  
 

Sunday School is every Sunday @ 9:00am. 
 

Confirmation is every Wednesday @ 6:00pm. 
 

Fellowship Church Council Person of the Month Fellowship will be on the second Sunday of 
the month during Sunday School.  

 

As a follow-up from the Mutual Ministry Team’s Mission Minute,  
they would like to invite Salem Lutheran Church Members to an Open 
Forum following our worship service on Sunday, October 16th, 2022.  

 

They will be mailing out a letter in regards to this Open Forum.  There will be 
information regarding their research, available on the welcome desk  

beginning on October 9th, 2022.   
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We are Thankful for our 

Spectacul  Salem Stew ds 
 

submitted by Salem’s Stewardship Ministry Team. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gratitude for Generous Salem Servants 
 

We are so grateful for all the Salem Stewards who continue to serve so well during this time. 
September brought us wonderful new messages on Sunday mornings, thanks to D.J. Smith, 
Bruce Erickson, Brad & Codi Hrouda, and John Street. Many thanks for sharing your time and 
talents. We all learned and grew through your work. We also enjoyed delicious treats Bruce 
provided for Council Person of the Month Fellowship on the 11th.Thank you! 
 

Salem once again provided amazing contributions of time, talents and treasure as we worked 
together with the other churches to set a new record of meals provided through the Orphan 
Grain Train food packing activity. Special thanks to Heather Craig-Oldsen and the Global Mis-
sion Team as well as the Salem Youth Group, who all worked hard in the planning and to all 
Salem Stewards who provided the funds and the work to complete this activity to help those in 
such dire need of food! 
 

Salem teamwork was also evident as the Salem Women of ELCA worked together with E-team 
and Sunday School to collect and pack 104 school supply kits for the Luther World Relief 
School Kit Project. 
 

Special thanks to those continuing work: Michelle Rinas for her continued wisdom and work 
as she leads our Thursday morning Bible Study sessions, to all of our Sunday School teachers, 
confirmation mentors and to our strong staff who keep things going smoothly. 
 

Blessings to all of our Salem family members who are such great help! 

Thanks to Contributors! 
Ponca businesses, church youth fundraising groups, and indi-
viduals made the Orphan Grain Train food packaging possi-
ble with their generous contributions. Together they raised 
$11,757 to purchase food supplies and cover volunteer ex-
penses. Donations above those required for the food packing 
event will be shared with local food pantries. 
 

Business and organization contributors include Bank of Dix-
on County, Christ the King church and youth group, Keller’s 
Drugstore, Nebraska Journal Leader, Ponca Area Communi-

ty Club, Ponca Co-op, St. Joseph’s Altar Society, St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and youth 
group, Salem E-Team, Salem Thrivent Chapter, Salem Lutheran Church and youth group, 
United Methodist Church, and United Methodist WINGS. Individual contributors beyond those 
who contributed to the church youth group fundraising efforts include Bob and Cindy Ander-
son, Dave and Jane Armstrong, Kim Bainbridge, Kenton and Tammy Book, Leon and Jenny 
Conrad, Bob and Pam Curry, Rob Davey, Tom and Bonnie Ferry, Teri Harder, Craig and 
Heather Oldsen, Kathy Thompson, and Murray and Pam White. 
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Global Mission Team Report:  

Orphan Grain Train Food  
Packaging Event Breaks All Records 

 

Ponca broke all community records for feed-
ing the hungry on September 14 and 15. In 
2021 Ponca raised over $6,000 to buy supplies 
for packing 40,369 meals for hungry people 
during their 24 hours of service. This year 

Ponca achieved a new record, raising over $11,500 and packing 70,000 meals. Jim and Deb 
Kirsch provided transportation and leadership from Orphan Grain Train. 
 

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is an international philanthropic organization with headquarters in 
Norfolk, Nebraska. This year OGT received a 100% overall score and rating for financial ac-
countability and transparency by Charity Navigator. Only 118 out of 9,000 rated charities re-
ceived this perfect score. Last fiscal year Orphan Grain Train sent 257 full shipments of donat-
ed food and supplies within the United States and internationally to 19 different countries 
 

The event’s success is dependent on the leadership of Salem’s Global Mission Team and on 
local volunteer help. Church youth groups from Christ the King Church, St. Joseph Catholic 
Church, and Salem planned their first ecumenical fundraising effort, donating over $4,000 and 
packing food during the community event, as well as at school. Over 285 students and commu-
nity volunteers created this year’s remarkable success.  
 

Ponca State Park provided a cabin at a discounted price for the Orphan Grain Train volunteers 
Deb and Jim Kirsch, who brought the OGT truck from Norfolk and provided leadership. Ponca 
Co-Op again provided a skid loader and helped unload the supplies and load the 324 boxes 
ready to ship around the world to feed hungry people. Thrivent provided funds for T-shirts, 
meals and lodging for volunteers, as well as a generous $3000 donation. 
 

Ponca students tasted the meals during their lunch period the day before the packing. They 
were impressed that each Mercy Meal packet feeds six people at a total cost of 96 cents, or 16 
cents a meal. Last year the six meals cost 72 cents, or 12 cents each. 
 

Community volunteers packed 15,336 meals on Wednesday evening. Of the 54,664 meals 
packaged by the students during the day on Thursday, the 10th and 11th grade students packed 
23,976 meals. Grades 9 and 12 packed a total of 23,112 meals. Grades 7 and 8 packed 7,576 
meals in half the time allowed for the older students. 

 

Greetings from Sanya Juu, Tanzania 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. How are you doing 
with your family as well as our sister church? 
 

In Sanya Juu we are doing well, only missing you. Our congregants 
are doing well but we are in dry time again. We expect a few rains 
early in October as God wishes. 
 

We are preparing for our special children festival which will be held 
on the coming Sunday, (San Angel Michael and Children Day). We 
expect to have about 800 to 1,000 children. 

 

Regards to our colleagues over there. 
 

Yours, 
 

Mselle, Godwin 
Sanya Juu Parish  



 

 
 

Salem’s Transition Timeline 
 
 

· Calendars:  please be sure to let Katie in the church office know of any meetings/events 
etc...that way she can get them updated on all our calendar resources.  

 

· Communion: will be on the second Sunday of the month. 
 

· Congregation Member Visits: Bob Anderson has graciously volunteered to continue mak-
ing our homebound, hospital, nursing home, etc… visits.  In effort to protect our members 
privacy the request for a visits/added to our prayer list needs to come directly from the 
member or an immediate family member.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob 
Anderson. 

 

· Pastoral Emergencies: please contact any Church Council member (Codi Hrouda, Julie 
Sydow, Michelle Rinas, Katie Uthof, Todd Anderson, Amy Dohma, Bruce Ericksen, Abbie 
Hrouda, Deb Mahler, Andrea Stewart, or John Street) and they will be able to assist you 

 

· Questions: if you ever have any questions, please contact any of the Church Council mem-
bers.  They are working very hard to make this transitions period as seamless as possible. 

 

· Worship Service Leaders:  fortunately, we have been blessed with individuals who are 
willing to step forward to lead our worship services.  If you are interested in leading a wor-
ship service, please contact Bruce or Nicole Ericksen.   
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             Salem Senior’s Ministry Team 
 

  If you are interested in joining the Salem Senior’s, please contact  
  Deb Mahler.  

 

World Hunger 
 

Due to the change in our communion schedule to once a month, 
(Second Sunday) we will now be displaying the Receive Bread/
Give Bread basket in the narthex on non-communion Sunday’s to 
collect those offerings.    
 

 
Travel to Tanzania in January 2023 

 

Thinking about going with Michelle Rinas to Tanzania in January 
2023?  
 
The cost is approximately $4600. There is a Sanya Juu Travel Fund 
(Salem memorial fund from Craig Christensen) available for any-
one who needs financial help for the trip.  
 
Talk to Michelle Rinas or Heather Oldsen if you have any ques-



 

Salem Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes   September 21st, 2022 
 

Attendance: 
 

Salem Lutheran Church Council met on Wednesday, September 21st, 2022, at 7:00pm.  
Those in attendance included: Codi Hrouda, Julie Sydow, Michelle Rinas, Katie Uthof, 
Todd Anderson, Amy Dohma, Bruce Ericksen, Abbie Hrouda, Deb Mahler, and Andrea 
Stewart,  Mark Gehring was also in attendance.   
 

Call to Order/Devotions/Approve last month’s meeting minutes: 
 

Co-President Codi called the meeting to order at 7:02pm.  Bruce led everyone in a prayer.  
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous Church Council meeting on 8/3/22 
was made by Michelle and was seconded by Deb.  MCU.   A motion to approve the 
minutes from the Special Church Council meeting on 8/24/22 was made by Todd and se-
conded by Bruce. MCU. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: 
 

Saumbra was not in attendance of the meeting, but she did provide everyone with a copy 
of the July and August financial reports. She noted that Church Council may considering 
transferring some funds to savings and that she re-issued (the initial check had not been 
cashed/lost) a check to Pastor Kim for $385.00 for her social security.  Bruce made a mo-
tion to approve transferring $20,000.00 from checking to savings and was seconded by 
Amy.  MCU.  Todd made a motion to approve the July financial reports and was seconded 
by Deb.  MCU.  Amy made a motion to approve the August financial reports and was se-
conded by Deb.  MCU. 
 

Correspondence: 
 

There was no correspondence.  
 

Old Business: 
 

Codi reported that Pastor Chad Beckius has agreed to do our Confirmation on 10/30/22 @ 
11:00am.  He plans on meeting with the confirmands on 10/12/22.  It was also decided to 
push back our Sunday School start time on 10/30/22 to 9:30AM. 
 

Codi reported that Dan Schweers and Heather Oldsen have shown interest in filling the 
Church Council member vacancy with a term ending in February of 2023.  Julie noted that 
in an email that Heather sent to the Church Council that Heather agreed to be considered 
to fill the vacancy and she is very willing to serve, but if there is someone else who has 
shown a strong interest as well, she would encourage Council to vote for that person.  
Bruce made a motion by acclamation to select Dan Schweers to fill the vacancy and was 
seconded by Andrea.  MCU.  Deb noted that she would call Dan and let him know.  
 

Julie noted that we have a piano in the old cry room and discussed what our possible op-
tions are.  It was decided that if a family would like to have it, they can.  Katie will put an 
announcement in the bulletin/newsletter.  
 

Julie noted that they still have not received a bid back from Outdoor Environments.  She 
has called Country Nursery and they will get back to her with a bid for landscaping op-
tions around the new bench outside.  
 

Katie reported that we have received memorial donations from the Stading and Hamar 
families.  She has spoken with the families, and they would like the funds to go towards 
the new wood enclosure for the electric piano and landscaping for the bench.  Codi noted 
that she will talk to Brad in regards to the wooden enclosure and report back at the next 
Church Council meeting.  
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Katie reported that she mailed out 188 letters in regards to opting out of the newsletter and 
received 101 responses back.  Everyone was very pleased with the response.  She also not-
ed that she is continuing to work on the formatting of the newsletter, so that it can be 
emailed to everyone, along with updating the directory.  
 

New Business: 
 

Codi reported that the Worship Leading Team met in August, and they had some ques-
tions in regards to worship services on Sunday, December 25th, 2022 (Christmas Day) and 
Sunday, January 1st, 2023 (New Year’s Day).  The following was decided: On 12/25/22 
we will not have our typical Sunday Worship Service, but the church will be open to listen 
to pre-recorded Christmas hymns, Christmas stories, and then a Christmas brunch.  On 
1/1/23 we will have our typical Sunday Worship Service.  Bruce will talk to Nicole to let 
her know and they will communicate that with the Worship Leading team.  
 

Julie reported that she had received bids from Stanley Steamer to clean the church’s carpet 
and duct cleaning at the parsonage.  Stanley Steamer cleaned the parsonage carpet after 
Pastor Kim moved out and was very pleased with their services.  She received four differ-
ent bids: the carpet in the church hallways/classrooms/office, the carpet in the sanctuary, 
the fabric on the pews, and for the duct work at the parsonage.  The total for all four bids 
came to $1,843.04.  Michelle made a motion to approve the bids received from Stanley 
Steamer and Amy seconded it.  MCU.   
 

Katie reported that our custodian and others have expressed the need to have someone 
come and professionally spray for spiders/insects, etc…  Deb made a motion to have 
someone come and professionally spray the church and was seconded by Julie.  MCU.  
 

Todd had a question about benevolence (mission share) in regards to designation of funds.  
Currently, if we are short our $13,000.00 pledged budget, we will take the difference from 
the general account.  Julie noted that we are sitting fairly good at approximately 
$10,000.00 of our $13,000.00 pledged budget to Mission Share and we have already sur-
passed the $5,000.00 World Hunger goal.   
 

Todd reported that the Mutual Ministry Team will be having a meeting on 10/28/22 @ 
7:00pm.  A lot of discussion was had, and it was determined that Todd will report back to 
the Mutual Ministry Team at their next meeting and state what the Church Council’s rec-
ommendation is for them:  First, assign a Chairperson and Second, schedule/plan an open 
forum of questions and answers for the entire congregation.  
 

Additions to the Agenda: 
 

Amy asked about our AED machine in regards to it being expired etc…she is going to 
check into this further and report back at next month’s meeting. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  
 

There was no Pastor’s report.  
 

Ministry Team Reports: 
 

Budget and Finance: 
 Chairperson: Mark Gehring 
 Co-Council Liaison: Codi Hrouda and Julie Sydow 

Report:   
Cemetery:   
 Chairperson: Teri Harder 
 Council Liaison: Codi Hrouda  

Report:  
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Communication:  
 Chairperson: Barry Krusemark 
 Council Liaison: Katie Uthof 
 Report:  Katie reported that the new computer and copier/printer/scanner are work-
 ing great-there is a huge increase in efficiencies.  
Endowment:   
 Chairperson: Brian Burrell 
 Council Liaison: Todd Anderson 

Report:  Todd reported that Sally Eiler and Amy Evans have agreed to fill the two 
vacancies and that there is also still money available for disbursement.   

Evangelism Team (E-Team):  
 Co-Chairperson: Tammy Book  
 Council Liaison: Michelle Rinas 

Report:   
Faith Formation (Christian Education):  
 Co-Chairperson: Saumbra Hall and Michelle Rinas 
 Council Liaison: John Street 

Report: Michelle reported that letters were mailed out last week to the 2022 confir-
mation families explaining all the confirmation details, etc…  She also mailed out 
the Confirmation (Thrivent) reception invites.  The reception will be held on 
10/23/22 @ 9:30am.  She also asked about First Communion, there was discussion 
and Amy suggested that she should go back to the Faith Formation team and revis-
it the plan for First Communion. 

Global Mission:  
 Chairperson: Heather Craig-Oldsen 
 Council Liaison: John Street 

Report:  Michelle reported that they had a great event.  They reached their 
$9,000.00 goal and $11,725.00 was raised and 70,000 meals were packed.  It also 
worked very well to have the event on a Wednesday night and the local youth 
groups all participated. 

Memorial: 
 Chairperson: Saumbra Hall 
 Council Liaison: Amy Dohma 

Report:   
Music & Worship:  
 Co-Chairperson: Bruce Ericksen and Diane Smith 
 Council Liaison: Bruce Ericksen 
 Report: Bruce reported that they met earlier tonight and selected hymns for Octo-
 ber.  
Mutual Ministry:  
 Chairperson:  
 Council Liaison: Todd Anderson  

Report:  See the information listed under new business.   
Property:   
 Chairperson: Doug Bauman 
 Council Liaison: Todd Anderson 

Report: Todd reported that he is going to talk to Morningside Plumbing in regards 
to getting our water fountain working again.    

Salem Seniors:  
 Chairperson: Deb Mahler 
 Council Liaison: Deb Mahler 

Report:  
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Stewardship:  
 Chairperson: Jane Armstrong 
 Council Liaison: Andrea Stewart 
 Report:  Andrea reported that they plan to meet on the Third Monday of every 
 month @  7:00pm via Zoom.  She also noted that they want to begin sharing Faith 
 Statements in the monthly newsletter and asked if someone on Church Council 
 would share theirs for the November newsletter. Codi agreed to share her faith 
 statement in the November newsletter.  
Thrivent: 
 Chairperson: Michelle Rinas 
 Council Liaison : Codi Hrouda 
 Report:  Michelle reported that they gave $3,000.00 towards the Orphan Grain 
Train  

Food Packing Event and she plans to meet with Thrivent members on Sunday fol-
lowing worship in regards to the Confirmation reception.  

Women of the ELCA (W/ELCA): 
 Chairperson: Jan Schempp 
 Council Liaison: Michelle Rinas 

Report:  Working on the LWR Kits with the Sunday School children.  They plan to 
assemble them during Sunday School on Sunday, September 25th, 2022. 

Youth Group Ministry:  
 Co-Chairperson: Lisa Balvantin and Codi Hrouda 
 Council Liaison: Abbie Hrouda 

Report:  Abbie reported that they raised/met their goal for the Orphan Grain Train 
Food Packing Event and that the Youth Group will have a Mission Minute on Sun-
day to thank everyone for all of there efforts.  

 

Announcements: 
 

The next Church Council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 12th, 2022 @ 
7:00pm.  Bruce made the motion for adjournment, and it was seconded by Andrea. MCU.  
Church Council closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 8:38PM.  
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Katie Uthof, Salem Lutheran Church Council Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

to everyone who  
participated in this years 
School Kits for Lutheran 

World Relief! 



 

10-3 Steve & Marni Brinkmann 
10-8 Dan & Jaime Schweers 
10-12 Doug & Lynette Bauman 
10-14 Zane & Shannon Webb 
10-15 Michael & Sarah Hamilton 
10-27 Darrell & Cheryl Roland 
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10-4 Anna Schweers 
10-4 Barry Krusemark 
10-8 Les Albrecht 
10-8 Julie Sydow 
10-10 Patti Boyle 
10-14 Dick Schweers 
10-15 Broderick Hogan 
 

10-24 Tate Taylor 
10-25 Sam Curry 
10-29 Judy Peterson 
10-29 Darrel Heald 
10-29 Jaime Schweers 
10-29 Sheryl Persinger 
10-31 Kayla Stark 

 

October’s  Worship Assistants:  
(IfÊyouÊareÊunableÊtoÊbeÊaÊworshipÊassistant,ÊpleaseÊfindÊaÊreplacementÊandÊemailÊsalemponca@gmail.com) 
 

   Council Person of the Month: Katie Uthof 
 

   Communion Assistants: Katie Uthof and Amy Dohma 
 

   Communion Set-up: Lindsay Burrell and Amy Dohma 
 

   Ushers/Greeters: Scott Bottorff, Brian Burrell, & Barry Krusemark  
 

   Acolytes:        Power Point:    
    2nd:  Edyn Brummond & Karlee Rohan            2nd: Broderick Hogan 
    9th: Cipton Stewart & Cooper Stewart       9th: Landon Uthof 
    16th: Landon Uthof & Karlee Rohan       16th: Broderick Hogan 
    23rd: Bronsan Schweers & Broderick Hogan      23rd: Edyn Brummond 
    30th: Cipton Stewart & Karlee Rohan       30th: Cooper Stewart  
 
   Worship Service Led By:      Scripture Reader: 
    2nd:  Olivia Hrouda         2nd: Michelle Rinas 
    9th: Bruce Ericksen          9th: Past Stingley 
    16th: Cheri Albercht         16th: Cheri Albrecht 
    23rd: Heather Craig-Oldsen        23rd: Cindy Anderson 
    30th: Pastor Chad Beckius         30th: Cindy Purucker 
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Office Hours are Monday & Thursday 8:00am-1:00pm 

 
October 2022 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 
 

 

 1 
 

2 
 

Sunday School @ 9:00am  
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
 
 
 

3 

 
4 
 

5 
 

Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 

6 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 
 
 

 

7 

 
8 

 

9 
 

Sunday School @ 9:00am 
 

Council Person of the Month 
Fellowship during Sunday 
School 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
(Communion) 
 

Global Mission Team meet-
ing following worship 
 

10 

 
11 12 

 

Music & Worship @ 
4:45pm 
 

Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 
 

Church Council @ 
7:00pm 

13 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

14 
 

15 

 

16 

 

Sunday School @ 9:00am 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am 
 

Salem Lutheran Church 
Members Open Forum fol-
lowing worship 
 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 
 

 

20 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

21 22 

 

23 
 

Sunday School @ 9:00am 
 

Confirmation Reception @ 
9:30am 
 

Worship Service @ 10:30am  

24 
 

Stewardship @ 
7:00pm via Zoom 
 
 
 
 
 

25 26 
Confirmation @ 
6:00pm 

27 
 

Bible Study @ 
9:30am 

28 29 

30 
 

Sunday School @ 9:30am 
 

Worship Service @ 11:00am 
 

Confirmation during  worship 

31 
 

Halloween 
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