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THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Greeting 
 
Presider 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 
Kyrie 
 
Lord, in your love you invite us to be your friends: 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Lord, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit: 
Christ, have mercy.  Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses: 
Lord, have mercy.  Lord, have mercy. 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
Grant us, Almighty God, after the example of your holy servant Francis, to do 
what you would have us do, and always to desire what is pleasing in your sight, 
that cleansed by your love, enlightened by your truth, and kindled with the fire 
of your Holy Spirit, we may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son and 
make our way to you, O God most high; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

 
The First Reading:  Galatians 6.14-18 
 
Reader 
A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. 
 
May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  For neither cir-
cumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything!  As 
for those who will follow this rule — peace be upon them, and mercy, and 
upon the Israel of God.  From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I 
carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body.  May the grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ be with your spirit, brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm of the Day:  Psalm 148.7-14 
 
Psalmist 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
 
7 Praise the Lord from the earth, * 
 you sea-monsters and all deeps; 
8 fire and hail, snow and fog, * 
 tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
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9 mountains and all hills, * 
 fruit trees and all cedars; 
10 wild beasts and all cattle, * 
 creeping things and wingèd birds; 
 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
 
11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, * 
 princes and all rulers of the world; 
12 young men and young women, * 
 old and young together. 
 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
 
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, * 
 whose name only is exalted,  
 whose splendour is over earth and heaven. 
14 The Lord has raised up strength for this people * 
 and praise for all loyal servants,  
the children of Israel, * 
 a people who are near to the Lord.   
 Hallelujah! 
 
The name of the Lord only is exalted. 
 
The Gospel:  Matthew 11.25-30 
 
Deacon 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have re-
vealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  All things 
have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except 
the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him.  Come to me, all you that are weary and are 
carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The Sermon 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
Intercessions, Petitions and Thanksgivings 
 
Leader of the Prayers 
Let us pray. 
 
Loving God, our source and our final home, we give you thanks for the gifts of 
life on earth, for our human bodies and all you have created.  In your great 
mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Merciful God, by the wounds of your Son we are healed.   Bring your saving 
health to all people.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Holy God, your Spirit came upon us in the waters of baptism and brought us 
into the communion of saints.  Renew in us the grace of baptism, by which we 
share in Christ’s death and resurrection.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
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Mighty God, your Son Jesus brought healing and wholeness to all.  Bring your 
healing presence now to all who are sick or in pain.  Grant hope to all who are 
discouraged or in despair.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Compassionate God, the strength of those who suffer, bring hope and peace 
to all who are in mental, physical or spiritual distress.  In your great mercy, 
hear us, O God. 
 
Almighty God, source of human knowledge, give skill, wisdom and compassion 
to all who provide medical care.  In your great mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
Loving God, our creator and redeemer, give gentleness and courage to family 
members, friends and caregivers of those who suffer.  In your great mercy, 
hear us, O God. 
 
Gracious God, we hold before you those personal intercessions, petitions and 
thanksgivings that are in our hearts and minds.  (Other petitions may be of-
fered, including particular needs and requests for healing.)  In your great 
mercy, hear us, O God. 
 
God of great and abundant mercy, with your presence sustain all for whom we 
pray.  Drive away their suffering, give them firm hope, and strengthen their 
trust in you; through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Exchange of the Peace 
 
Presider 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 
The Prayer over the Gifts 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
Loving God, join our offering to the sacrifice of your only Son, that our service 
may be stamped with his humility and bear the image of his obedience; 
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
Presider 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you 
thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, because in the fellowship of 
your saints you have given us a glorious pledge of the hope of our calling.  
Therefore we join our voices with theirs as earth and heaven unite to proclaim 
the glory of your name. 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. 



Page 7 of 9 
 

 
When the world was a formless void, you formed order and beauty.  When 
Abraham and Sarah were barren, you sent them a child.  When the Israelites 
were enslaved, you led them to freedom.  Ruth faced starvation, David fought 
Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you 
granted the people your life. 
 
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.  He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, he wept over the city.  With infinite love, he granted 
the people your life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.  Celebrating his resurrection, we 
shout Amen.  Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. 
 
O God, you are Breath:  send your Spirit on this meal.  O God, you are Bread:  
feed us with yourself.  O God, you are Wine:  warm our hearts and make us 
one.  O God, you are Fire:  transform us with hope. 
 
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the 
nations.  Grant us such life, the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the 
Spirit of our risen Saviour, life in you, now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Presider 
As our Saviour taught us, let us pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
Presider 
We break this bread, 
communion in Christ’s body once broken. 
 
Let your Church be the wheat which bears its fruit in dying. 
If we have died with him, we shall live with him; 
if we hold firm, we shall reign with him. 
 
Dear friends in Christ, God bids you welcome to this table.  Here we are 
strengthened for the journey.  Here strangers become friends and the seeker 
finds God’s wisdom speaking to them.  See who you are and become what you 
see. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Communion 
 
If you are not physically receiving Communion, then offer this prayer. 
 



Page 9 of 9 
 

In union, O God, with all your faithful people gathered wherever the eucharist 
is celebrated this day, I offer you praise and thanksgiving for creation and all 
the blessings of this life, for the redemption given to us through the life, death 
and resurrection of Christ, and for the means of grace and the hope of glory.  I 
pray you come into my heart, my soul and my mind.  Let nothing separate me 
from you.  May I serve you in this life until, by your grace, I come to your prom-
ised reign of justice and peace; through Christ and in the unity of the Spirit.  
Amen. 
 

THE SENDING FORTH OF THE COMMUNITY 
 
The Prayer after Communion 
 
Presider 
Let us pray. 
 
God of all goodness, who gave to your servant Francis a will to be the servant 
of all, grant us in our service of your gospel to hold back nothing of ourselves 
for ourselves, that Christ may receive the whole of our lives into the habita-
tions of light and glory; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Doxology 
 
Glory to God, whose power working in us, can do infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church 
and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
Deacon 
Let us go forth into the world bearing the cross of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 


