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Thanks!
A message filled with appreciation and love to all those 
who supported me though my knee replacement surgery.  
So grateful for our care net of food led by Carol Bardi, 
Susan K, Madora B, Karen F, BJ, Susan W, Elaine S, Ann 
M, Carol B thanks to each of you. Your cards of support, 
many trips to rehab, flowers, visits, and phone calls made 
it possible for a complete recovery. Epworth members, I 
am blessed.  Pat Holmberg

Thanks to the quick thinking of Epworth members Liz 
& Dick Lehto, volunteering at the annual LPGA, many 
Epworth partners received a blessing of fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meat, and staple items, from the LPGA caterer, 
the week of September 4! The caterer expressed dismay 
at having to discard unused food items and Liz made 
the call to Epworth's Outreach Missions Director so that 
it could be donated. Liz & Dick, along with other LPGA 
transportation volunteers, brought truckloads of the fresh 
and still packaged food to Epworth, where it was sorted 
and then distributed to St. Paul's Community Center, 
Feed Your Neighbor, and Food for Thought, benefiting 
hundreds of individuals. 

October 2022
2-3    ANNOUNCEMENTS
 +   Newest Members
	 +			Church	Office	
	 +			Worship	Opportunities
 +   Thanks!
	 +			Letter	from	Pastor	Steve
	 +			Sunday	6pm	Worship
	 +			Bible	Studies
	 +			Troop	2	Update
	 +			Sympathies

4    STEWARDSHIP & CARE
	 +			Celebration	Fest	2023
	 +			Stewardship	Letter	2023
	 +			Healing	&	Wholeness	Service

5 CARE & GROW
	 +			Blood	Drive
	 +			Friends	in	Faith
	 +			Vespers	Service
	 +			Adult	Singles
	 +			Stephen	Ministry
	 +			Flu	Shot	Clinic
	 +			Save	Date:	Christmas	Concert	

6 KIDS & YOUTH
	 +			Epworth	Kids	in	October
 +   Trunk or Treat
	 +			SWAT	in	October
	 +			Hawkins	Update

7 SERVE
	 +			Feed	Your	Neighbor
	 +			Support	Flower	Fund
	 +			Arts	&	Crafts	Bazaar
	 +			Fundraiser	Day	at	Shorty's
	 +			Legacy	Fund
	 +			Funiture	Ministry

In Person & 
Livestream Worship

SATURDAY:
4:30pm worship: Focuses	on	the	scripture	and	message	of	
the	week	in	a	condensed,	30-minute	style.

SUNDAY:
• 8:30am Classic w/ Weekly Holy Communion: Includes	

Holy	Communion	served	every	week.		
• 9:45am Classic: Steeped	in	the	warm-hearted	 

Methodist	tradition	featuring	choral	and	organ	music.	
• 11:00am Modern: Fast-paced,	featuring	our	praise	band.
• 6pm worship: Focuses	on	the	scripture	and	message	of	

the	week	in	a	condensed,	30-minute	style.

WEBSITE & FACEBOOK:
Watch	our	worship	online	at	epworth.com/live	or	on	our	
Facebook	page	at	facebook.com/epworthtoledo:
• Sunday at 8:30am: LIVE! 
• Sunday at 9:45am:	Rebroadcast	of	8:30	worship	service
• Sunday at 11:00am: LIVE! 

TELEVISION BROADCASTS:
Sunday at 8:30pm - WLMB	-	Televised	broadcast	of	last	
week’s	worship.	[Cable	channel	40,	Local	channel	6]

Archived Sermons
All of our previous sermons are available at 
any time and on the go!
• Podcasts:	We	can	be	found	on	Apple,	Spotify,	and	

Google.	Visit	epworth.com/podcast	for	links.
• Website: Access	any	of	our	previously	streamed	 

sermons	24/7	at	epworth.com/sermons.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

Dick	and	Deb	Lantz Jim	and	Laurie	Linn

CHURCH OFFICE 
The church office will be closed on Monday, October 10 in 
observance of Columbus Day. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Welcome to October!  
Even just a casual review of this month 
reveals a lot of exciting opportunities 
at Epworth United Methodist Church, 
including World Communion Sunday, 
Good Works Mission Trip, Trunk or 
Treat 2022, new members joining, and 
our expansion to 5 in-person Worship 
services, just to name a few.  This 

month is also full of other days celebrated across America 
such as International Coffee Day, Vegetarian Day, National 
Taco Day, National Teachers Day, Columbus Day, All Saints 
Day/Halloween, and perhaps everyone’s favorite… National 
Homemade Cookies Day. There is a lot to experience, enjoy, 
and become a part of this month. The color orange, the 
smell of pumpkin spice and apples and the feel of cooler 
temperatures will attend these adventures.  

As we approach this Holiday time of year (Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas) it can be easy to get swept up in 
the work, stress, and pressure of daily existence.  In these 
times it is always helpful to remember the words of the 
Apostle Paul who wrote in Romans 15:13, “Put your hope 
(some translations say trust) in God and He will fill you with 
peace, joy, and assurance.” In the Old Testament we read 
Isaiah’s triumphant words, “those who hope in the Lord will 
renew their strength. They will soar with wings like eagles, 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not 
faint,” (Isaiah 40:31). Aren’t these wonderful promises?

Hope means to desire something with confident expectation 
of its fulfillment. The opposite state of hopelessness has 
been described as a kind of “hell on earth.” The Good News 
is that Jesus is our solid rock. Because of Him we have a 
genuine source of hope that does not disappoint. As believ-
ers we celebrate with the Corinthians, “For no matter how 
many promises God has made, they are all YES in Jesus” (2 
Cor. 1:20). And we ponder with the Psalmist, “Why are you 
cast down, O my soul? Why so disturbed within me? Put 
your hope in God, for I will yet praise Him, my Savior and 
my God,” (Psalm 42:5). Expect great things in your life this 
month, look for them to unfold, watch as God brings bless-
ings to and through you and those you love. When you do, 
hope will dawn and a new day will unfold before you.

Have an Outrageously Blessed and Joy-filled October,
Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher 
Senior Pastor

•	 THE LATSHAW FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	
George	Latshaw	(husband	of	June).

•	 THE BAUMBERGER FAMILY on the passing 
of	Bill	Baumberger	(husband	of	Susan).

•	 THE WELLS FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	Jack	
Wells.	

•	 THE KOSTER FAMILY	on	the	passing	of	
Gerry	Koster	(father	of	Matt).

Sympathies .......... recent deaths

SUNDAY 6PM WORSHIP!
We are pleased to announce that our Sunday evening 
worship has returned at 6pm. We know life can get busy 
for everyone, especially in the fall for our families starting 
school and new extracurricular activities, which is why we 
are providing this 30-minute service. 

TROOP 2 UPDATE
Troop 2 is hitting the ground running! In our recent Court 
of Honor, our Scouts managed to earn 120 merit badges, 
four rank advancements, and 11 other awards. We have also 
gone on our first campout of the year, where we rode our 
bikes on the Wabash Cannonball Trail.  Troop 2 is preparing 
for many upcoming activities including monthly campouts, 
our fall popcorn sale, and next January a large group will 
make the trip up to Northern Minnesota to BSA's High Ad-
venture cold weather camp, Northern Tier!

BIBLE STUDIES:
Sunday School Classes:
• 9:45am  |  Adult Bible Study  |  Rm 214  

Currently studying Freedom. Join us, all are welcome. 
• 9:45am | Coffee	&	Conversation | Rm 213 

Discuss modern day issues/current events and exam-
ine the teachings of Jesus in light of them.

Weekday Bible Study:
• 3:30pm | Thurs.	Afternoon Bible Study | Lobby 

Through Nov. 17: Pastor Swisher and Ed Bardi will 
co-lead an adult Bible study class. The topic is ACTS 
1-12 and they will use the book, Acts 1-12 For You, by R. 
Albert Mohler, Jr.  Sign up on the connections card, call 
419-214-3777, or email anneliese@epworth.com.

• 2pm  |  Tuesday Women's Study  |  Deep End 
Beginning Tuesday, Oct. 4, we will start Chapter One of 
the 4-week Adam Hamilton study, Why? Making sense 
of God's will. In Why?, best-selling author Adam Hamil-
ton brings fresh insight to the age-old question of how 
to understand the will of God. Rejecting simplistic an-
swers and unexamined assumptions, he lays out core 
ideas for comprehending God's plan for the world. He 
addresses questions such as: If God is all powerful, and 
if each one of us is a beloved child of God, then how can 
God allow tragedy and suffering to mar his creation? 
Where is God when tragedy and suffering strike? And 
more.  All are welcome, join us!
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Dear friend,
You matter. You are important. You are a Blessing. I know in today’s world we don’t hear that often enough. The busyness of life, the 
challenges and opportunities of daily existence can distract us from the wonderful gifts of life around and within us.  

Christianity is all about relationships. Our relationship with God, His relationship to us, & our interconnectedness with each 
other.   
As I write this note to you I’m sitting in our Chapel experiencing the sound of refreshing water circulating through our fountain just outside, 
listening to the breeze rustle through the rapidly changing trees on our campus, and watching sunlight glance through beautiful stained glass 
windows. All of these are gifts from God pointing directly to our own ability to bless, heal, strengthen, and encourage others.  

Everyday I hear stories of how this ministry helps to lift, feed, clothe, and facilitate  miracles in the lives of our neighbors here at home and 
literally across the Globe. This happens because of God’s Grace and your partnership. Thank you!

One of the key ways we grow our relationship with God is through giving to Him. Sometimes this is incremental, but always growing. Most 
importantly, this bond of relationship is vital to lives far beyond our time on this earth. Please visit epworth.com/interconnected to find a helpful 
giving graph. I invite you to take the next step up in committing your best gift to God through Epworth UMC. When you do, you are actively 
building your relationship with Him and offering life saving hope to others.   

Thank you very much. 
Dr. Stephen Lowell Swisher,  Senior Pastor

STEWARDSHIP 2023 & CARE

celebration fest celebration fest 
Join us on Commitment Sunday, 

NOVEMBER 13
A robust brunch will be served in the Epworth lobby from 8am-12:30pm so that 
everyone attending our morning Sunday worship may enjoy the festivities!

Pastor Steve Swisher will also serve up a brief inspirational message between services.

HEALING AND WHOLENESS 
On October 17 at 7pm the Healing and Wholeness team welcomes you to join us for the monthly 
service held in the chapel (across from the sanctuary). Laity will lead you with Scripture and prayer. 
Hymns will be sung, joys and concerns will be shared either vocally or just a chance to open your 
heart to God. 

We seek to reconnect with the source of our hope and strength. We seek to recognize God's presence in our lives through the 
many distractions our journey in this life may provide.  We invite you to join us if you seek God's healing, need to reconnect 
with God, or just to take a break from your hectic schedule to reach out to God. We offer a chance for anointing with oil and 
personal hands-on prayer for those who choose to accept it. Prayerfully inviting you to join us on October 17.
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GROW & CARE

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BUNCO
We meet at 6:30pm. Bring friends, no Bunco experience  
necessary! Bring an appetizer, side dish, or dessert to share. 
Join us on Monday, October 10, hosted by Debbie Sebring at 
Judy Sebring’s house 4830 Leamington Ave., Toledo. RSVP to 
debs0405@aol.com or text 419-270-2161.  [November Save-
The-Date: November 14, RSVP gorsuch2@bex.net.]

FRIENDS IN FAITH: BOOK CLUB
If you are interested in joining Book Club, we meet on 
Tuesdays at June Galvin’s house, 3641 Christie Blvd., Toledo 
at 7pm. Dessert and interesting conversation are served up! 
Join us on: 
• October 25: Black Cake by Charmaine Wilkerson
• November 22: Sooley by John Grisham

STEPHEN MINISTRY
Fall Fatigue

Are you feeling mentally and 
emotionally exhausted by every-
thing that’s going on right now? 

We all face different kinds of life challenges: loneli-
ness; anxiety over health; grief; juggling work, child-

care, and schooling responsibilities; financial strain or 
job loss; and uncertainty about the future… the list 
goes on. It’s no wonder we might be hit by fatigue.

But you don’t have to go through it alone. If you or 
someone you care about is experiencing difficulties 
like these, our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, 

care, encourage, and be there to offer support.  A 
Stephen Minister will meet with you privately to focus 
on you and your needs. It’s free and completely confi-

dential, and it offers real care, comfort, and hope. Find 
out more by contacting us at 

stephenministry@epworth.com. Our Stephen 
Ministers are there to care.

NEXT VESPERS SERVICE
The next Vespers service at Sunset House will be on 
October 11, all are welcome. Sunset house is located at 
4020 Indian Rd, Toledo, OH 43606. 

BLOOD DRIVE
Calling all Vampires, Ghouls, Creepies, 
and Monsters! 
Epworth is sponsoring a Halloween Blood 
Drive on October 29 from 9am 2pm. Join 
us in the Community of the Giving and 
enjoy some spooky fun! Each donation 

can save up to 3 lives (outside of the vampires). If you would 
like assistance in scheduling your account, contact Gordy 
Krueger. He’ll be delighted to assist. Contact Gordy via email 
gordy59@hotmail.com or call/text 419-279-2583.

ADULT SINGLES
Single, divorced, and widowed adults in the Toledo 
community are invited to join. 
• Wednesday, October 5 - Lunch at Lourdes University. 

Meet at 11:30am in the student dining hall for an all-
you-can-eat buffet. Cost $10. Lourdes University, 6832 
Convent Blvd., Sylvania. 

• Saturday, October 15 - Trip to Hidden Lake Gardens 
fall color tour in Tipton, Michigan. Take the 6-mile drive 
through the gardens and visit the conservatory and 
bonsai courtyard, admission $5.

• Sunday, October 30 - Afternoon play: Waterville play-
ers present "She Loves Me" at 2:30pm in the Maumee 
Indoor Theater, 601 Conant Street, Maumee.

• Saturday, November 5 - Arts & Crafts Bazaar, meet at 
12 noon at the coffee bar.  

SAVE-THE-DATE
Christmas Music for Academy Brass Quintet & our 
Chancel Choir 
Join us for the Academy Brass Quintet and our Chancel Choir 
on Wednesday, December 7 at 7pm. This concert features 
the Chancel Choir and The Academy Brass Quintet. We’ll sing 
favorite Christmas carols for choir and congregation and fea-
ture favorite Christmas carols as arranged for Brass Quintet 
and choir. 

FLU SHOT CLINIC
Epworth UMC is holding a walk-in Flu 
Shot Clinic on October 30 in the gym 
from 8am–1pm. The CDC recommends 
everyone 6 months and older be vacci-
nated every flu season. It takes about 
2 weeks for protection to develop after 
vaccination. 

This year’s vaccine is called quadrivalentand a Hi-Dose is 
available for those 65+. Please print and fill out the To-
ledo-Lucas County Health Dept. consent form located at 
epworth.com/flushot and bring your photo ID and current 
health insurance card. If you do not have insurance, cost is 
$21.25, however, no one will be turned away for inability to 
pay. Masks are required and safe distancing will be main-
tained.
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KIDS & YOUTH 
EPWORTH KIDS
Elementary  |  This month, 
Epworth’s Elementary kids will 
meet at 9:45 in the children’s 
wing and continue to explore 
God’s Big Story. We will focus on 
what the Bible teaches us about 
Grit! You don’t need to be climb-
ing a mountain to know that 
sometimes life gets tough. Everyone faces moments where 
they need to push through to achieve their goals or reach 
their full God-breathed potential. Here’s how we define this 
month’s virtue Grit: Refusing to give up when life gets hard. 
During their large group worship and small group discus-
sion time the kids will focus on this month’s memory verse: 
“Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we 
will gather a crop if we don’t give up. (Galatians 6:9)” Our 
prayer this month is that your kids discover that when they 
stick with His plans for them, even when things get hard, 
they can live the awesome life God wants for them!

Preschool & Toddler 
This month, we continue our 
in-person gatherings during 
all Sunday morning worship 
services with hands-on, ac-
tion-packed large group/small 
group time. Epworth’s Pre-
school and Toddler kids will 
explore the Biblical truth: God 

has plans for me. October’s theme will help early childhood 
children explore the idea that God has a plan for their lives!  
Much like a mini-golf course, sometimes it is difficult to see 
what is around the corner or what God’s ultimate goal is for 
our lives. However, if we can learn to trust in Him and stay 
the course, we will eventually realize that every twist and 
turn had a purpose! During their Bible story time, they will 
work on memorizing this Bible Memory Verse: “‘For I know 
the plans I have for you,’ says the Lord.” (Jeremiah 29:11, 
NLT) It is our prayer that your little one will discover God 
loves them A LOT and He has an awesome plan for their 
lives. 

TRUNK-OR-TREAT	IS	OCTOBER	23	
Trunk-or-Treat will go from 5-7pm 
and is FREE to the entire community!  
Be sure to wear your costumes and 
be ready to Trunk-or-Treat for candy.  
Bring your friends!

Trunks: To sign up, email 
trunkortreat@epworth.com or call 
Jeff Roesti at 419-467-9932 to let 

us know! We need dozens of trunks to make this event a 
success.  

Donate candy & non-food treats:  If you can’t attend the 
event but would still like to lend your support, consider do-
nating a few bags of candy or non-food “treats” (to include 
children with dietary and medical restrictions) donations of 
store bought, individually wrapped pieces of candy and non-
food treats may be dropped off in the church office during 
regular business hours.

Trunk -or-
Treat

FAMILY NIGHT AT HAWKINS
The Epworth-Hawkins Partnership’s annual Kindergarten Family Night took place Septem-
ber 27 from 5:30-6:30pm at Hawkins. Families of all kindergarten students were invited to 
this event, with the goal of engaging families and young children in reading. 

The evening began with a pizza meal for students and families. Epworth volunteers then 
provided childcare while parents and caregivers attended a presentation by Hawkins 
Principal Veda Winfield and kindergarten teachers Mary Kaufman and Crystal Purdue on the value of reading 
with your child. Each family attending received a new book, Fish Eyes: A Book You Can Count On, to take home 
and read together. If you’d like to join us as a volunteer at future special events like this, or learn about other 
opportunities at Hawkins, contact Barb Machin at bmachin@bex.net. 

SWAT IN 
OCTOBER

Thank you for all the 
support that has been 
given to SWAT ministries. 
We have good things on 
the horizon. If you have 
any questions or comments, please let me know at 
jay@epworth.com or 419-214-3781. 

October 14-16: Confirmation Retreat 1
October 23: Trunk-or-Treat no SWAT meeting
October 29: High School game night
[Donuts and the Bible and Swat meetings as 
normal unless noted.]
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SERVE

SUPPORT THE FLOWER FUND
Secure your preferred date for 2023!
Contributing money towards flowers for the Sunday pedes-
tal flowers is a special way to support Epworth and honor 
loved ones, past or present.  Flowers enhance our experi-
ence of weekly worship while providing a beautiful tribute 
to the special people and events in our lives. 

We have some available dates for Pedestal Flower dona-
tions. If you would like to honor a loved one, or celebrate a 
special occasion, by donating flowers for a Sunday worship, 
please contact Anneliese in the office at 419.214.3777 or 
email anneliese@epworth.com to see what dates are 
available. 

FEED YOUR NEIGHBOR
Thank you, Epworth, for your continued generosity! It may 
seem like many of the same items but as soon as we put 
them on the shelf, they are gone. 

• pork & beans
• canned potatoes
• canned spinach
• crackers
• peanut butter & jelly
• cream of mushroom 

soup

• ramen noodles
• shampoo
• bar soap
• deodorant
• brown paper grocery 

bags

EPWORTH PRESCHOOL 
Fundraiser At Shorty's BBQ
Join Epworth Friends & Fam-
ilies at Shorty’s as we host 
our annual Preschool Shorty’s 
Day. Plan to make a lunch date 
with friends, order and pick up 
carry out, or join us for dinner 

at Shorty’s on Monroe Street on Monday, October 10. 

Please present your special Shorty’s Coupon (can be found 
on Sunday, October 9 inserted into the Weekly Reminders 
or print the coupon at epworth.com/shortys) to ensure 
that Epworth Preschool will get 15% of the sales. This is an 
all-day event. This is a great fundraiser and we set aside the 
money each year to purchase a new piece of equipment for 
our school.

ARTS & CRAFTS BAZAAR
The Biggest Day in UMW 
Fundraising!
Yes, the annual Arts and Crafts Bazaar 
on November 5 is the major fundrais-
er for the United Methodist Women’s 
efforts to support local missions! Its 
success depends on us all.

What will you do to support it?
• Volunteer?  There are many opportunities for both men 

and women on Friday, Nov. 4 and Saturday, Nov 5. Sign-
up in the lobby or on the opportunities insert.

• Donate an item, gift card, service, or dinner for the 
silent auction? Contact Carolyn Kaminski at  
u70m@bex.net or 419-350-3382 to donate. 

• Bake your favorite pie, cake, cookies, or  
casserole for the pantry? Deliver Friday, Nov. 4. 

Help Us Promote The Arts & Crafts Bazaar!  
Pick up a flyer at the Welcome Desk in the lobby and post 
at your hairdressers’, gym, teachers’ lounge, etc. Spread the 
word!

FURNITURE MINISTRY

STATISTICS    SEPTEMBER
Families:			 11
Adults:		 11
Children:			 14
Furniture:			 110

YTD
88
101
105
899

BLESSINGS ITEMS 
MOST NEEDED:

crockpots and can 
openers

A MESSAGE FROM THE EPWORTH LEGACY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
2022 tax filing season is just around the corner!  Many giv-
ers take advantage of directing part of their IRA retirement 
plan’s Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) to Epworth 
Church in the form of what is known as a fully tax-deduct-
ible Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD). There are 
several options for your tax-free donation:
• Support to the Epworth Legacy Endowment Fund
• Support for Epworth’s annual operating budget
• Other specific Epworth programs or projects you may 

wish to support

If you have any questions about how to accomplish your 
giving plans, please contact the Epworth Business office for 
assistance.
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4855	W.	Central	Avenue
Toledo,	Ohio		43615-2337

- masks are required & social distancing will be maintaned -

October 30
8am-1pm | gym


