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DISCUSSION NOTES 
 
Core Values: Recognizing & Releasing: | Dave Solmes 

September 25, 2022 
 
Questions:  

• What are some values that have influenced your decisions lately?  
• What is important to you as you read our value preamble that says: 

 
We are a community  

• Yielded to Jesus 
• Shaped by Scripture 
• Dependent on the Spirit?  

 
We value recognizing and releasing because Jesus wants everyone involved.	We want to encourage and 
empower each other to be who Jesus uniquely made us, to serve and share with many different people and 
places. We’re passionate about the good news Jesus brings, believing each of us plays a part in Jesus’ work 
in our local and global neighbourhoods. 
 

RECOGNIZING  
 
#1. First thing we consider is how: Jesus wants everyone involved  

 
Read: 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead, he 
is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
The word “everyone” within our values statement and in this “verse” is meant to literally mean everyone. 
God cares about “everyone” – “all people.”  And wants No One to perish.  God wants everyone to receive 
of His generosity - fulness of grace, mercy, and to benefit from the anticipation of an eternal destiny and 
reward.  EVERYONE. 
 
Our value of authenticity speaks of how Jesus always draws us into truth ... so we need to speak the truth 
as we pay close attention to the spiritual narrative in our lives + others. Never to judge, offend, rather so 
that we can be led by the Holy spirit to appropriately come alongside, encourage, and invite in a timely 
manner.  

 
#2. Secondly, Recognizing involves encouraging and empowering others to be WHO JESUS UNIQUELY 

MADE THEM TO BE 
 
This ties so closely with our Growing value.  We encourage and give each other opportunity to grow 
up and into the one that Jesus has uniquely called each of us to be.  
 
This value is for “everyone”, so this growing begins with evangelism – people finding Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior and these relationships continuing as we encourage spiritual formation in each other’s lives.  
We are not talking, here, about self-improvement – this recognizing people by way of praying with 
people, and for people, to receive supernatural conversion + transformation ...  
 
Ezekiel 36:26 26	I will give you a new heart	and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of 
stone	and give you a heart of flesh. 
 
This speaks so much to our value of generosity – the generosity of God – He graciously meets us in our 
sin and selfishness. He seeks to transform us, change hearts, and renew minds – He does this 
supernaturally as we yield to the Holy Spirit.    
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Oswald Chambers says, “If we are to be disciples of Jesus, we must be made disciples supernaturally. 
Our Lord’s making of a disciple is supernatural. He does not build on any natural capacity of ours at all. 
God does not ask us to do the things that are naturally easy for us— He only asks us to do the things that 
we are perfectly fit to do through His grace, and that is where, the cross we must bear, will always come. 
 
So, as we grow we recognize, more acutely, how we are uniquely gifted and called. This frees us up to be 
fully human and to lead our ministries with our signature strengths and spiritual gifts while we serve God 
and those around us.  

 
#3.  This types of recognizing most naturally leads us into community with others. This is often where our 

gifts and calling matures. This includes participating in the life and activity of a local church.  
 
 
RECOGNIZING: Our value says: Each of us are called to serve and share with many different people and 
places.  
 
 
Question: How do we walk this out? What is the call to action?   
 

1. Again, God wants everyone involved: We want to recognize people by being a people of invitation 
and by making room. Know each other’ names, know each other stories, and come alongside each 
other as we promote Jesus and His will for each other’s lives. Furthermore, we want to be a 
community where you can bring your family, friends, your neighbor, and with your help, these people 
can be introduced to an authentic generous community of faith. So let’s recognize people:  Invite 
people to church.  Don’t answer for them: Let them say their own, “YES or NO …”  
 

2. Put a name on your personal calling and gifting.  Put a name on your generosity.  Put a name on the 
opportunity. Put a name on your service.  Be ALL IN. As a community - We will do our best not slot fill 
roles and positions ... no will we have all kinds of sign-up sheets … rather - we discover who we are in 
Christ, and we go from there   

 
 
 

2nd word is RELEASING 
 
We’re passionate about the good news Jesus brings, believing each of us plays a part in Jesus’ work in our 
local and global neighbourhoods. 
 
Romans 10: 14	How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 
one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15	And how 
can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good 
news!”  
 
This value of releasing - is about sending.  LWC is a sending people because EACH OF US IS a sent person – 
where?  “To many different people and places.”   
 
In Judges 6 we are introduced to Gideon: 

• The nation of Israel was settled in their promised land. Enjoying the benefits of the grace + generosity 
of God. After many years of wandering in the wilderness they had settled down and were getting 
rich.  

• As the story goes – the Midianites invaded the land to ravage it. They regularly stole Israel’s crops, 
sheep, cattle, and donkeys.  

• To combat the crisis … Israel goes into hiding. Because the power of the Midianites was so 
oppressive,	the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves in mountain clefts, caves	and strongholds.  
They gathered all their stuff and protected what they had.  
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• In Judges 6: 11-16:  The angel of the Lord catches up to Gideon. Who was threshing wheat on a 
winepress “to keep it from the Midianites.”  

• Gideon was, Hiding, protecting, guarding. Perhaps thinking about his own future, security, and future 
generations.  

• God says to Gideon (verse 12), “The Lord is with you mighty warrior.” 
• 13	“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the	Lord	is with us, why has all this happened to us? 

Where are all his wonders	that our ancestors told	us about when they said, ‘Did not the	Lord	bring us 
up out of Egypt?’ But now the	Lord	has abandoned	us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 

• Where are the miracles? The Lord has abandoned us 
 
WELL, perhaps simply stated: a lot to that answer …  

• But as a nation they didn’t need miracles to maintain status quo.  
• They didn’t need miracles to hide, protect, and guard what they had. 
• Gideon spoke of the miracles of their ancestors – Gideon’s ancestors needed miracle after miracle, 

because of the calling they were living out.  As a nation they were pursuing a very specific call to 
action: They were being sent to new people and places, specifically, out of Egypt and into a 
promised land. 

• Perhaps stating the obvious – just maybe many miracles would happen if you and I walk from our 
secure places and on to suitable and appointed platforms of service – service that reaches new 
people and new places.  Perhaps there is an absence of the miraculous in your life (my life) because I 
/ we have lost site of the WHY … and that is - the mission God has called me / us into. 

 
Look how it played in Gideon’s life.  

 
14	Judges 6 :14 The	Lord	turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have	and save	Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 
15	“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan	is the weakest in Manasseh, 
and I am the least in my family.” 
16	The	Lord	answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 
 

This is what happened.  He defeated their enemy and did not just guard their own stuff but faced new 
people and new places and by doing so was faithful and fruitful to his call to action.  
 
“Go in the strength you have”:  Judges 7 – with a small army of 300 men .. great things were accomplished.  
 
LWC has a beautiful history.  A history that speaks about this: God’s blessing and generosity. There are many  
reasons for this, which include story after story of answering a call to “going”. Simply going with what our 
congregation has, getting started., getting involved, making more room, multiplying the ministry of the 
church.   
 
In 2011: LWC Sent and financially supported a team member and a few others to move to Burnaby to replant 
a church.  This congregation are rooted in ministry in the city of Burnaby. It is called City Lights.  
 
By doing so LWC has lived out this value by serving many different people and places.  
 
 
Over the years ...  

o We have begun new Sunday services 
o began new networks  
o Recognized and released new life group leaders 
o Recognize and released many field pastors.  
o Have be committed to giving generously to local and global work. 
o Between the years 2015 – 2020 a ministry at a second location in Willoughby at Yorkson Creek 

Middle school took place, this began by the sending of 75 or so to new people and places  .. this 
resulted in 5 good years of ministry in this community.   
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Over and Over - The times we have stepped out - God has shown up. 
Each of us plays a part in Jesus’ work in our local and global neighbourhoods. 
God has a plan to love people through your life and love people through this community.  As our values say:  
 
Question:  When we think local neighborhoods what comes to mind?  
The obvious is - that there are people that live all around us.  
 
I also think specifically the actual neighborhood where our building is: Fort Langley / North Langley  
 
And of course, in Willoughby: as I said - during the years between 2015-2020 we served very intentionally in 
WB. We offered Kids ministry, outreach, Sunday services at Yorkson Creek Middle School – so much more.   
What happened in 2020.  
 
 
2 THINGS: 
 
First:  The pandemic imposed many restrictions on things we could and could not do. Most significantly we 
were not able to meet in Yorkson Creek Middle School because they closed the schools to outside rentals. 
The school was closed for two years.  
 
Second:  As a church we were faced with a need to re-prioritize things to serve within a new format and 
pandemic reality. We had to pivot, change.  
The pandemic required of us to undergo a bit of a ministry team shuffle.   
 
Because of these 2 significant changes – we felt we had no other option but to call our congregations back 
to one central meeting place – and that was in Fort Langley.  We are glad we did.  
 
While making this decision based on necessity, our priority has always been to get back serving with 
intention + direction within the WB neighborhood .. I am so happy to say that this has been happening this 
last year.  
 

1. All last year there was a group praying for our ministry in WB, there were prayer walks around the WB 
community, Asking God, what would you have for us. Last year Trunk and Treat at Yorkson Creek – 
over 300 from our community came by.  

2. After prayerful considering, and after a few doors closed on us when trying to find a place for us to 
meet again.  We were reminded after a study of WB demographics of the need of English language 
discussion classes. These classes started this past spring (2022) with an awesome team who rallied,  
and I am happy to say that a team is starting again in a few weeks to serve out of Willoughby Hall on 
208 street. .  

3. Going forward as a team we are committed to a multiplication strategy of: 
Serving + Gathering – 2 lanes  

o This English conversation class begins next week for 10 weeks 
o On October 31 a trunk or treat outreach event is being held at Yorkson Creek Middle School  
o We want to form life groups and community groups that serve specifically within the 

Willoughby neighborhood specifically. If you live in the Willoughby or have a heart to serve 
new people and new places please let us know.   

o We want to serve continue to serve within schools in WB.  One of our ministry team members 
hosted a chess club over the lunch hour the second half of the school year. We also worked 
closely with the administration at Yorkson Creek Middle school and then gathered Christmas 
hampers for some awesome families last Christmas 

o Now We are presently considering ways to serve at Christmas .. and wondering how we can 
serve in January.  
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Serving people + Gathering with people:  Ultimately our imagination is for weekly serving opportunities + 
week gathering places: these gathering could include small and large groups, and of course - would 
eventually include what we would think of as regular church services.  
 
Why do we do this? Because our values speak about a passion & urgency to let people know of the good 
news Jesus brings.  God wants everyone involved.  God is sending us .. it is not time to hide, protect our stuff.  
God is asking us to ‘Go” and do so in a very generous way. Tell the world about Jesus – with our actions and 
our words.  
 
Because of what our values say about “many people, places and neighborhoods”. We feel God is asking us 
to grow with a unique strategy which says, We are one church - with multiple locations.  
 
 
HOW?  

Releasing:  
1. Each of us plays a part in Jesus’ work in our local and global neighbourhoods. Our values remind 

us that the church is not a. “come when I can”, type of community. We are not consumers ... we 
are community builders. This value carries a call to action for each one of us: We have found that 
we are at our best when we are showing up for one another – serving alongside each other – 
and giving generously.  Thank you for your generosity. We continue to ask you to give financially 
so that we can  

 
Recognizing 

2. How will they “go” unless they are sent? We are sending people because we are sent people. 
God calls us to this intention and direction. As a community we must call each other on to action. 
May you have many opportunities this fall to where you share your faith with others,  

 
 

Our value of recognizing and releasing .. and actually - all our values for that matter remind us that God has 
so much more for us.   

• Imagine if all 800 plus showed up  
• Imagine if all 800 felt recognized and released to serve  
• Imagine if all got involved in giving generously – LWC is not a storehouse … the generosity that could 

be given – locally and globally.  
 
 
Questions: 

• In what way do you feel recognized at Living Waters? 
• What unique spiritual gifts and talents have you been given? 
• Over the years how have your gifts and talents been developed? 
• What are some specific examples of how you have encouraged and inspired someone in their walk 

with God? 
• Gideon was called a “mighty warrior”. Do you feel like a warrior? What war are you being enlisted 

into?  
• Gideon’s story reminds us not to guard our material possessions but rather trust God and place a 

priority on obedience. How has that been for you over the years? 
 
• In what ways do you feel released at Living Waters? 
• When you think about Living Waters being a “sent and sending people” what come to mind? 
• What opportunities for growth and ministry would open up if Living Waters was “one church with 

many locations”  


