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     MINISTER’S MESSAGE—REV. BOB 

One day in May I found 
myself standing at the 
arches of the Abbey of 
Dulce Cor, better 
known as Sweetheart 
Abbey, just outside 
Dumfries. It was found-
ed in 1275. (The picture 
is from that day) It 
many ways it was a 
perfect day. The sun-
shine lit the arches and 

cast shadows in a way that was almost spiritual. Just 
standing there you had a sense of the generations of peo-
ple who’d worshiped at this site since it’s founding. The 
people who were baptized, married, buried. I stood there in 
the afternoon sun wondering what stories those arches, still 
magnificent after years of being exposed to the elements, 
would tell us if they could. The changes they’ve seen. King-
doms and governments rise and fall. Economies flourish 
and collapse. Communities unite and self-destruct. All of it 
seen by those stones over 747 years. They were a remind-
er that while the world changed and changed again the 
faith that laid the first stone was still there. The whole expe-
rience brought different emotions to the surface. Awe was 
one for sure, yet the one that was most prevalent was grati-
tude.  
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As the light changed and the shadows lengthened it was grat-
itude that settled in my heart. Gratitude for those who shared 
their faith with the people of Dumfries all those years ago. 
Gratitude for those who shaped that community of faith. Grati-
tude that as reformers destroyed so much in their zeal to not 
be Roman Catholic that the Abbey wasn’t destroyed. Grati-
tude that during the intervening years no one thought condos 
would be a better use for the site. Gratitude that I was able to 
stand in that holy place before time erodes even this astound-
ing structure. Gratitude for the sabbatical time that Trinity 
United supported and encouraged. It’s an experience I’ll nev-
er forget, and it was made possible by my faith community, by 
you. I was and I am grateful.  

 

That day reminded me of another reason I’m grateful – how 
many people it took to build the Abbey of Dulce Cor and how 
many people it took to make my sabbatical happen and our 
ministry together at Trinity United to be vital and vibrant. It 
might seem cliché, yet I’ve become keenly aware that without 
each worship leader and assistant, greeter and tech operator, 
Board and choir member ,our community of faith would be 
very different. I am grateful for each one, especially Marion 
Bartlett, Gabriele Slatter, Karen Hynd, Doug Hofstede, Diane 
Kjorven, Roberta and Sandy Long, CJ Klitch, and Kendra 
Mitchell-Foster. Each one of them in a significant way ena-
bled my sabbatical and help make our community amazing. 
As I look around and ponder what a post-pandemic church is 
going to look like, I am grateful that our community has re-
mained pro-active and resisted being reactive. I’m grateful for 
the leadership role our community is taking and the ways in 
which we’re caring for our sibling communities. I’m grateful 
that we’ve named anti-racism and reconciliation as a priority 
along with care of creation and building community. Each 
time we engage in a ministry activity that addresses one of 
these goals we make a different in people’s lives and in our 
community. From new LED lights to ceiling fans, to nails 
pulled and screws countersunk, to food programs, to music, 
to wearing an orange shirt and bearing witness to the raising 
of an orange flag, to contemplating how various faith tradi-
tions abhor racism, to dinners and sandwiches, to engaging 
with students, and faith@home packages it all makes a differ-
ence and I am grateful for each one, yet my gratitude extends 
further.  
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In July we learned that our application for a Northern Develop-
ment Initiatives Trust grant was successful. The grant set things 
in motion for us to leverage the restoration work being done at 
Trinity Downtown to undertake some key renovations that will 
extend our ministry and renew the building for years to come. 
The lower hall and kitchen will have new floors, a new ceiling, 
and LED lighting. Upstairs the sanctuary will have a larger open 
stage, a new in-floor heating system, the pews and pipes re-
moved, new flooring, new ceiling fans, new insulated emergency 
exit doors, top notch professional sound and light, and a new 
roof on Brunswick side of the main building. There are so many 
pieces that are making all this possible, yet the one I’m most 
grateful for is Gary Dean. Without his skill, attention to detail, 
and hour after hour of time and organizing a team of people join-
ing together in joyful service, I don’t think any of it would be hap-
pening. When we’re done it will be a one-of-a-kind space and I 
can’t wait to discover what ministry we’ll be able to do because 
of it.  

 

In August I learned that we have reached the final stage of pre-
development for the Harmony House project. While it might not 
look like much has been happening, behind the scenes the pro-
ject team has been busy at work with architects, engineers, get-
ting the required permits, doing site visits, and ironing out all the 
details like doorknobs and furniture selection. In short everything 
is ready to go and now we await the final block of funding – for 
construction. I’m grateful for people like Maria Brouwer who 
have a dream and relentlessly pursue it, onboarding others until 
they too are just as passionate and just as dedicated to seeing 
the project become a reality. I am cautiously optimistic that we 
will break ground this fall. 

 

On September 20
th
, Rev. Victoria and I became grandparents 

squared when Rowan Autumn Dusk Fillier was born to our son 
Bobby and his spouse Ashlee. I’m grateful that our second 
grandchild arrived without any issues and that both grandchil-
dren and their parents are adjusting well to a new family of four 
reality. Even if the parents are more than a little sleep deprived. 

 

So, what are you grateful for? Take a moment. Maybe stand 
outside in the sun and notice the changing colour of the leaves. 
Let that sense of gratitude fill your soul. Name it outload, even if 
you’re the only one who can hear it. In a world where pessi-
mism, popularism, and suspicion seem more prevalent every 
day, may we choose to embody gratitude instead and ground 
ourselves in the same faith that laid a corner stone 747 years 
ago. 
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CHOIR—ERICA SKOWRON 

On December 11, the choir will present our annual Advent/

Christmas Cantata.  This year we will be presenting “The 

Advent of our God “  by James Hansen    

We are in need of extra voices especially male voices to fill 

out our choir for this event.  If you would like to sing with us, 

please come out to our choir practises on Wednesday nights 

in the sanctuary.  We currently are starting the Cantata por-

tion of the rehearsal at 8:15 pm and rehearsal until 9 pm.  

As we get closer to December 11 we will begin rehearsing 

the Cantata at 7:30 pm.  No experience is necessary just a 

joy for singing.  We look forward to seeing you on Wednes-

day.   
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James 1:17 - Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  
 

The Finance committee and I would like to thank Trish Appleton 

of all the wonderful years of professional and diligent support she 

has given our committee. She is moving on from her support role 

and leaves a very large pair of shoes to fill.  

The Finance Committee has been reviewing and tracking the 

church’s finances all year and we are grateful for the congrega-

tion’s continued financial support of the ministry and community 

programming that makes Trinity a positive influence in our com-

munity. Beyond our community, M&S contributions fund the Unit-

ed Church programs across the globe. Our budgeted commitment 

to M&S continues to be slightly beyond our expectations for this 

time of year. Thank you to all those contributing financially and we 

pray for those offering those important services around the world.  

Our regular offerings are slightly lower than what we had we 
budgeted (-$1395). Historically the summer is a slow time of year 
for the church’s finances so we are hoping the congregation con-
tinued generosity will help us make up this deficit. 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE—DOUG HOFSTEDE 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/James-1-17/


M & P COMMITTEE—KEITH TAITE 

As we all cherish the return of Rev. Bob from his sabbatical, the M 

& P committee would like to thank all of those that chipped in to fill 

various roles that needed to continue in Rev. Bob’s absence.  

Without congregation members like you, Trinity PG would not be 

the great community it obviously is.   

Our committee duties were relatively quiet over the summer, but 

with the coming of fall, schedules become more organized and co-

ordinated.  As always, we appreciate all the staff that keeps Trinity 

PG operating effectively and efficiently.  We encourage all the con-

gregation to join in and express appreciation for all staff any 

chance you get, but especially at this time of year as we hold an 

appreciation recognition service.  

As always, the M & P Committee acts on the direction from the 

churches Official Board and provides confidential support for all of 

its paid staff.  The committee liaisons are always available for staff 

to raise issues or concerns, and of course they can always be an 

ear willing to just listen.  

Kindest Regards, Keith Taite (Chair) 

Marilyn Blair  
Vicki Brown 
Shannon Carson 
Les Waldie  
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Hello from the Fellowship Team.  I hope that you have enjoyed a re-

laxing summer and are continuing to enjoy the beautiful weather that 

we are having. 

The Fellowship Team is gradually resuming its activities.  We had 

our first in person meeting in many months at the beginning of Sep-

tember.  It was great to see everyone in person and enjoy some fel-

lowship together. 

Our goal is to encourage fellowship and do fundraising in support of 

Trinity’s ministries in Prince George.  We thank you for your support 

of our fundraising efforts.  We also assist with serving refreshments 

after Memorial Services. 

 I am pleased to announce that we will resume serving coffee, tea, 

and juice after worship on September 25
th
.    

Our first muffin sale will be held after worship on October 16
th
.  We 

will be pre-packaging muffins on October 15
th
 between 9:00 and 9:30 

a.m. They will be made into packages of six.  Payment will be by do-

nation. 

Dee Neukomm is continuing to make Hats for Kids.  They will be 

available in packages of six at a cost of $20.00 per bag after worship 

from October 9
th
 until November 13

th
.  The hats will be donated to a 

local school. 

We will be having our annual Christmas Cookie Sale in December.  

This event is always held when the choir does its annual Christmas 

Cantata.  It is a very popular event and is an easy way to acquire 

some Christmas baking. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday, October 4
th
 at the church at 7:00 

p.m.  There will also be a zoom link available.  If you would like to 

find out more about the Fellowship Team, come and join us then. 

Cathie Reid, 

Chair, Fellowship Team 

FELLOWSHIP TEAM—CATHIE REID 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE—MARION BARTLETT 

  

Welcome back Reverend Bob. We missed you but are so pleased that you 
could have this time to reflect, study, relax (while still keeping your fingers in 
the nest), and so glad that the Ireland trip was so fulfilling for you. So glad to 
have you back in the drivers seat.  

While you were away, many stepped up to lend a hand. So…………. 

THANK YOU to the following who all played a big part in helping to ensure the sabbatical time 
ran smoothly 

Victoria Andrews for administering commun-
ion during the sabbatical 

Erica Skowran and CJ Klitch  for working 
the office  

Sandy & Roberta and Diane Kjorven who 
acted as music advisors for the Worship 
Leaders 

Rebeccca Fillier for dealing with all issues 
re: projection together with the projection 
assistants Bill Hudyma, Dustin Hudyma, CJ 
Klitch, John Neumann, Shannon Carson 

And for everyone else who assisted in other 

ways such as door greeters, counters, tidi-

ers, yard work, summer choirs, etc., etc, etc.   

The efforts of many made lighter work for 

all. Thank you everyone for all 

that you do. 

 

So - - - what have we seen in September and what can we expect going forward? 

WORSHIP LEADERS 
Judy Thomas 

Kendra Mitchell-
Foster 

Maria Brower 

Barb Dean 

Beth Quesnel 

Glen Schmidt 

Tom Hynd 

Elizabeth 
MacRitchie 

Roberta Long 

  

Johanna Jenkins 

Colette Roworth 

Julian Narayan 

Sandy Long 

  

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
John Neumann 

Sharon Vincent 

Les Waldie 

Shannon Carson 

Betty Belado 

Emery Cawsey 

Judy Wilson 

Karen Hynd 

Don MacRitchie 

Holly Lee 

Marilyn Blair 

Marion Bartlett 

Cathy Reid 

Nancy Shelford 

Betty Belado 

Judy Thomas 

September 4 communion With Reverend Bob 

September 11 Covenant Sunday With Rev. Bob confirming use the Sabbatical time 
and reaffirming his position 

September 18 Kick off Sunday A BBQ welcoming everyone back 

September 25 Gratitude Sunday Thank you to those that played a part during the 
sabbatical and recognition of service for Diane 
Kjorven and Erica Skowron 

October 2 World wide communion 
A.C.E. food collection Sunday 

Joining the world in prayer 
  

October 9 Thanksgiving Collect fresh produce and non-perishables 

October 16 Reverend Bob away at conference Leader role yet to be determined 

October 23 Affirming Ministry Sunday Let there be cake please 

October 30 Contemplative – Iona Style A quieter, more reflective service 

November 6 Communion and Remembrance Day 
A.C.E. food collection Sunday 

Hoping that the legion will join us for that Sunday. 

November 13 Drop the gloves and Sockit to me Sock and Glove collection for St Vincent and also 
for shoe boxes 

November 20 Regular service   

November 27 1st day of Advent Welcome to the leadup to Christmas 
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A couple of new things we would like to try 
Greeters 

During the main thrust of Covid-19, given the need to strictly follow the protocols in place the greeters 
consisted of members of the Board and the Worship Committee. As protocols lifted and the church 
started getting people in the seats the greeters became one of the person(s) that came to church that 
day. As we return to more familiarity, we have been tossing around ways to give any and all the op-
portunity to assume that role without having to resort to clip boards. More important - to ensure all get 
an opportunity to enjoy that role.  

We are excited about an idea put forward - using the list of church members, we would set up a 
schedule that includes all families or individuals. Each would take an assigned turn. As we need both 
doors covered, there would be two appointed for each day. In reviewing the numbers, each would be 
a greeter about once every year to year and a half, not an onerous task, but it gives everyone a 
chance to shake a hand, or just say hi. If the Sunday assigned did not work for you, you would simply 
switch with someone else. Of course, as with any change we would be monitoring it, particularly at 
the beginning to ensure it was working effectively and would definitely be open to any feedback and 
ideas you might have. 

Our ask right now would be to give it a try - give it a chance.  

 

Guest Hosts 

With the disbanding of the Wonder Host group, we have found there is a little hole in the greeting of 
newcomers to the church. As such, we are looking to establish a slightly different concept of hosting. 
The plan is to have half a dozen or so persons with identifying name tags that would be versed in best 
information/means to greet newcomers and make them feel welcome. The Hosts would not have to 
linger at the doors but could be seated in the sanctuary. If there was a new person, the greeter would 
alert a Host who would then go into the “Welcome Mode”. As well, it would be announced periodically 
that you are there, wearing a badge for anyone that has questions.  

We are looking for 6 to 8 persons willing to sign up as Guest Hosts. If you are interested or want addi-
tional information, please contact Marion Bartlett @ 250-613-5628, or call the office at 250-563-9167 

MISSION AND SERVICE TEAM 

Autumn Is here. There is much to love about fall. It represents change. The changing leaves, cooler 
nights and back to regular routines- whatever they might be with Covid still with us. 

“Your Generosity Matters” has been the theme this year. The stories have focused on the ways we 
can change lives. For instance, Nicole’s story and how her mental health had taken a turn for the 
worse. Her story tells how she reached out to 1Just City, one of our partners, and she had never 
looked back. Our thanks to our partner the Canadian Food Grain Bank for assisting Habtamu and his 
family to learn farming techniques to save his farm in Ethiopia. 

We are called to love our neighbors and during this difficult time this is more true than ever. Thank you 
for caring and sharing your gifts and love for our neighbors near and those far from us. 

 

Autumn Blessings. 

From your M & S team, 

Wendy Hudyma, Beth Quesnel, Melita Higgins,  

Sharon Vincent, Pam Boulding and Betty Belado 
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Fall is upon us after a beautiful summer!  We kicked it off with a bar-
becue after Church on a beautiful Sunday Sept. 18

th
.  After all was 

said and done, 55 hamburgers/veggie burgers and 2 dozen hot dogs 
were enjoyed with all the fixings, and finished off with cookies and 
ice cream for dessert. Thanks to Gladys, Tom, Karen, and everyone 
else involved in making it a great success!   
 
There is such a varied need for assistance in our community and 
Trinity is doing its best to help in as many ways as possible. As al-
ways Evelyn O’Sullivan and Dave have continued to collect much 
appreciated non-perishable food items on the first Sunday of every 
month to provide meals and stock the pantry  for food bags down at 
A.C.E (Activity Centre of Empowerment for those living with mental 
illness). If you  would like to donate please place your items in the 
green buckets in the lobby.   
 
As well, Kendra Mitchell-Foster, in her new role as Campus Minister 
at UNBC, has been working with “UNBC Community Connectors “ 
Sam and Myers to start a Food Drive for the UNBC food bank and 
Moccasin Flats Little Free Pantry for the month of September. Thank 
you to everyone who has donated.   
 
 Through September, Trinity has also been collecting backpacks and 
school supplies for kids that might otherwise go without. These will 
be distributed to kids at Nusdeh Yoh and Peden Hill Elementary 
Schools at the end of September.  
 
St. Vincent’s has continued to see high numbers at Soup Kitchen 
each month – generally between 80 – 110.  Lunches with soup/
sandwiches/fruit/drinks and desserts are still being served at the 
door and very much appreciated by the patrons.  As the seasons 
have changed we have changed our clothing items available.  We 
moved from ponchos and umbrellas in the spring to ballcaps and 
sunhats in the summer, and will now return to warm socks, gloves 
and hats for the fall.  New or gently used backpacks, and cloth gro-
cery bags are always useful.  It is rewarding to see a need of some-
one at the door and be able to do something to help, so thank you to 
everyone who keeps the supplies coming. 
 
And of course, it is never too early to start thinking about Shoeboxes 
for Christmas. Possible items include hats, gloves, scarves, socks, 
toiletries (no mouthwash, aftershave or hand sanitizer please), 
games/cards/book, pens, coffee GC’s, and sweets.  We will collect 
them by Wednesday December 7

th
, and make up extra boxes on 

Saturday Dec. 10
th
.   

 
 
Vickie Brown, 
Outreach 

OUTREACH COMMITTEE—VICKIE BROWN 
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A.C.E.—EVELYN O’SULLIVAN 

 

Thank you, on behalf of A.C.E., to all the parishioners who give so 

generously.  A.C.E.  stands for the Activity Centre of Empowerment 

- the Activity Centre for those with mental illness.   

The first Sunday of each month, donations of non-perishable food 

items are dropped in the green buckets in the lobby of the church.   

The food items are taken to A.C.E., located at 6
th
 Avenue and 

George Street, where they are gratefully received and used in the 

preparation of meals in the cafeteria or put in the “pantry”.  From the 

pantry food bags are put together for clients needing supplements 

to eke out their food budgets.  A.C.E. has over 500 members so our 

Outreach Project of donations of food, is much appreciated.  
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Trinity United 
Church 

3555 5th Avenue 
Prince George, BC 

V2M 1K8 
 

Phone: 250-563-9167 
E-mail: 

office@trinitypg.ca 
www.trinitypg.ca 


