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What Are the Basic Beliefs of a True Follower of Christ 

I John 4:1 – 6, Psalm 133; John 17:20 – 21 

Introduction 

• Today we are taking a short break from 2 Peter. I was going to preach this 

sermon at the end of the study, but since we are talking about false teachers, I 

thought that it would be important to clearly define as best as I can what are the 

essentials beliefs to being a Christian and where is the line when crossed you 

are into false teaching.  

• I know I will not satisfy everyone with these principles, but at least it can be a 

starting point for further discussions outside of sermon times. The danger of any 

sermon is that you can see too little about a particular topic and not give enough 

sources and definition to it. It is a daunting task to cover this subject in 35 

minutes or so but here we go.  

• First, I want to address some constructive feedback from last week where I 

mentioned a particular ministry believed in grave sucking or grave soaking 

or mantle grabbing as it has been called. I did a lot more research as I was 

informed that this was debunked by the said ministry but the evidence to 

support the debunking is unclear. I leave it up to anyone interested to look 

at the full discussion from people on their staff and others who said it was 

a joke and others who have pictures of staff members laying on the graves 

of for example C.S. Lewis and other leaders of the Christian faith. I saw 

pictures of the glory cloud on video and gold dust flowing down in the 

sanctuary in the last decade and according to staff members of this 

ministry, there is no evidence it was staged. It bears further investigation if 

interested. I just wanted to hopefully give fair treatment to what I said last 

week about this being an example of false teaching.  

• The question is who is a false teacher? Don’t we all who teach, sometimes teach 

erroneous things? Certainly, I know I have. But there is a difference between 

humbly admitting a wrong teaching and attempting to correct it vs. someone who 

is willfully and purposely moving away from orthodox, historical, scripture- based 

teachings and doctrine.  

• According to a recent survey that just came out in the last couple of weeks, 

COVD has caused people to not be in person under the teaching of God Word 

and as they attempt to grow by themselves at home during this time, it has 

caused many evangelicals to begin to take on doctrines that are similar to those 

Americans at large who are not believers in Christ.  

What is an Evangelical Christian? 
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• We here at Pleasant View Baptist Church go beyond that statement and say that 

a true follower of Jesus Christ believes without reservation the five fundamentals 

of the faith and we will talk about them in detail in just a moment.  

• Let’s look first at the findings of that recent survey of evangelicals by Ligonier 

Ministries and Lifeway Research Group.  

• The astonishing findings that are the background of this study is to find 

that 26% of evangelicals do not believe the Bible is literally true in 2022. In 

2020, the percentage was 15%. An 11% increase in just two years!! They said 

that personal religious belief is “a matter of personal opinion” and “not about 

objective truth”. - 38 % in 2022 versus 23% in 2020 

• It shows that some evangelical Christians are getting their views of God from 

other sources in the secular culture and other religions rather than from studying 

the Word of God.  

• How we view God and how we view what God says about sin will determine how 

we will live the Christian life.  

Quote: ““What comes into our minds when we think about God is the most 

important thing about us.” – A.W. Tozer 

• Everyone of us is a theologian, we have a view of God, we have our own 

worldview. My hope and prayer for you is to be sure that you have a Biblical 
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based worldview and a scripture based and balanced view of God and all of 

His attributes.  

 The Issue: The Top Five False Beliefs of American Evangelicals 

1. Jesus isn’t the only way to heaven – 56% of Evangelicals surveyed – 42% in 

2020 – God accepts faith outside of Christianity 

John 14:6 

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me 

Acts 4:12 

12 “And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given among men by which we must be saved.” 

2. Jesus is the first and greatest created being by God – 73% of Evangelicals 

surveyed – 66% in 2020 

• This is a form of Arianism, a popular heresy that arose in the fourth century A.D.  

• This led to the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D., to discuss and determine whether 

Christ was a created being or eternal and that He is God in the flesh!  This 

council led to the Nicene Creed that said He was not a created being but co-

existed with God for all of eternity.  

John 14:9 

Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, 

Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 

the Father’? 

3. Jesus was a great teacher, but He was not God – 43% of Evangelicals surveyed- 

30% in 2020 

John 10:30 – 33 

I and the Father are one.” 31 The Jews picked up stones again to stone him. 32 

Jesus answered them, “I have shown you many good works from the Father; for 

which of them are you going to stone me?” 33 The Jews answered him, “It is not 

for a good work that we are going to stone you but for blasphemy, because you, 

being a man, make yourself God.” 

4. The Holy Spirit is a force and not a personal being – 60% of Evangelicals 

surveyed –  

Acts 5:3 – 4 

3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 

and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 4 While it 
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remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 

your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You 

have not lied to man but to God.” 

5. Humans being are not sinful by nature – 57% of Evangelicals surveyed – 45% in 

2020 

Psalm 51:5 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me 

• 68 % of Evangelicals believe they can grow on their own just fine without 

requiring someone to attend church regularly or become a member.  

Hebrews 10:24 – 25 

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25 not 

neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 

another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near 

• As we say in our church membership class, there are no orphans in the Christian 

life. We need each other in the local church to grow into maturity without 

deformity.  

State of Theology Survey by Ligonier Ministries and Lifeway Research – September 12th, 2022 

Purpose: Every Christ follower must know the essential beliefs of a true Christ follower 

in order to discern and apply the truth.  

Application: How would you respond to someone who held one or more of these 

beliefs? 

The Answers 

The Primary and Non- Negotiable Doctrines of orthodox, historical, scripture-

based Christian doctrines 

Illustration: Picture of a Boeing 747 

o What are the bare minimum parts needed to fly the plane?  

o What are the foundation beliefs that should unite all of us who are the true 

followers of Christ.  

1. The deity of Christ - John 1:1; John 20:28; Hebrews 1:8-9 

2. Jesus was born of a virgin woman - Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:27 

3. Jesus shed blood paid in full the debt of the world’s sin - Acts 20:28; Romans 

3:25, 5:9; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 9:12-14 

4. Jesus body rose from the dead - Luke 24:36-46; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 15:14-15 

5. The Bible is the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of God and is the final authority 

for all faith and practice - Psalms 12:6-7; Romans 15:4; 2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 

Peter 1:20 - The project had three successive editors: A. C. Dixon, Louis Meyer, and Reuben Archer Torrey. 
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The essays were written by sixty-four different authors, representing most of the major Protestant Christian 

denominations 

• To deny any one of these five fundamental doctrines of the faith is to become a 

false teacher, clear and simple.  

2 Peter 2:1 

But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false 

teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even 

denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 

destruction. 

• We could go deeper into these beliefs and its ramifications on other related 

doctrines of the Bible but this is sufficient here to determine when someone 

moves into heretical teaching.  

Quote: “All heresies are errors, but not all errors are heresies.” As Augustine 

said, "I may err, but I shall not be a heretic"  

https://www.reformation21.org/blogs/error-versus-heresy.php 

• I want to be clear and careful here in defining the line that moves into false 

teaching. Stay tuned for the next point as we talk about the doctrines and 

teachings within the Bible believing churches we can agree to disagree on and 

work to maintain our unity.  

• The question is as a born-again believer in Christ, do you hold to these basic 

doctrinal beliefs? These should define who you are in your relationship with God.  

Application: Make these the essential measurements of true Christian doctrine as we 

consider the biblical teachings we consume.  

Transition: Let’s turn in our Bibles to our Scripture Reading for today. 

Scripture Reading 

Psalm 133:1 – 3 

Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 2 It is like the 

precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of Aaron, 

running down on the collar of his robes! 3 It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls 

on the mountains of Zion! For there the Lord has commanded the blessing, life 

forevermore. 

• The oil poured on Aaron’s head flowed down on his beard and shoulders, and 

onto the breastplate with the names of all 12 tribes. The oil thus symbolized the 

unity of the nation in worship under their consecrated priest. As the oil 

consecrated Aaron, so the unity of the worshipers in Jerusalem would consecrate 

the nation under God. 

https://www.reformation21.org/blogs/error-versus-heresy.php
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• 133:3. David then compared the unity mentioned in verse 1 to the dew that 

covers the mountains. The picture of oil running down (v. 2) no doubt suggested 

dew coming down from Mount Hermon in the north onto Mount Zion. The dew of 

Hermon was heavy; it symbolized what was freshening and invigorating. The 

refreshing influence of the worshiping community on the nation was similar to the 

dew on vegetation. This was a fitting symbol of the Lord’s blessing on His people 

- Ross, A. P. (1985). Psalms. In J. F. Walvoord & R. B. Zuck (Eds.), The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An 

Exposition of the Scriptures (Vol. 1, p. 888). Victor Books. 

John 17: 20 -21 

20 “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through 

their word, 21 that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, 

that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 

• God’s desire for His church family, across the globe is to love one another and 

maintain the unity of the faith.  

The Secondary and Negotiable Teaching within orthodox, historical, scripture – 

based Christian doctrines – Philippians 1:15 – 18 

• Having said the what I have said, there are many doctrines and beliefs among 

the numerous groups among Christendom where we can agree to disagree. 

• We can disagree on doctrines that do not hinge on salvation and the other 

teachings of the five fundamentals of the faith.  

• I believe these folks that we may agree to disagree with will all be with us in 

heaven and add their own flavor of what heaven will be like.  

• I am certain of one thing. God will straighten all of our theology out and we might 

be surprised at what He reveals to us about these and other beliefs.  

1. Tongues, Healing, Miracles, Prophesy or believe these spiritual gifts were 

temporary and ceased when the canon of scripture was completed. 

2. Losing your salvation 

3. End Times – the order of the events 

4. Infant Baptism by evangelical groups 

5. Closed Communion 

6. Baptism in Jesus name only 

7. Creation story – Gap Theory, Theistic Evolution, Age / Stage Theory 

8. Dispensational view of Scripture verses Covenant view of Scripture 

9. Alcohol, sabbath, movie standards, church government, hymns versus 

contemporary music, sing A cappella or with accompaniment by 

instruments, prayers in Jesus’ name or not, versions of the Bible to use, 

eating with Gentiles as a Jew, movies, card playing, tithing money won 

from a lottery winning, etc.  

10. Associations – secondary separation 

Philippians 1:15 – 18 
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15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from good will. 16 

The latter do it out of love, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the 

gospel. 17 The former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but 

thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. 18 What then? Only that in every way, 

whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. 

• The key here is associate as churches, fellowship with churches that agree 

on how the Gospel is to be shared and work together on common causes to 

be a witness in the community and to win people to Christ. We are not in 

competition with other churches, we are all part of the makeup of our 

communities to collectively serve the people in our community and share 

Christ with them.  

• Different styles of worship based on the cultural make up of the church and 

the personality of the church.  

Application: “In essentials, unity; in nonessentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” – 

Augustine 

Transition: There is a third category for us to consider today. What do we do 

individually, as Christ followers in the church where we have different convictions than 

someone else in the Body of believers? Glad you asked that question. Let’s look at this 

briefly.  

The Tertiary or third way to understand and handle differences of convictions and 

preferences based on God’s Word with the true followers of Christ – Romans 14:1 

– 12 

1 Corinthians 8:7 - 13 

7 However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association 

with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, 

is defiled. 8 Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not 

eat, and no better off if we do. 9 But take care that this right of yours does not 

somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10 For if anyone sees you who 

have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his 

conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11 And so by your knowledge 

this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12 Thus, sinning 

against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin 

against Christ. 13 Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat 

meat, lest I make my brother stumble. 

• Command is when God tells us to do something. He demands our obedience 

o Ten Commandments 

o Put on the armor of God 

o Flee from the devil and he will flee from you 
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• Convictions are God speaking to your heart through the Holy Spirit about what 

you should or should not do in an area that is not a command, and the choice is 

determined based on principles of scripture 

o Movie Ratings 

o Media choices 

o Alcohol consumption 

o Age for your teenagers to date 

o Homeschool, Christian School, Public School 

o Financial choices 

o Tattoos and Piercings 

o Women wearing makeup or no makeup. Skirts or skorts only or pants for 

ladies 

o Co – ed swimming 

o Using face cards to play non- gambling games 

o Dancing 

o Fashion Choices 

o What Bible translation to use 

▪ These are views that you or you and spouse pray about, talk about, 

and come to a decision about but that are not imposed on other 

Christians and do not cause one to be judgmental of others who 

take a different conviction than you or your spouse 

▪ This is takes maturity in the Lord.  

▪ We are free in Christ to do anything that honors God and does not 

go contrary to scripture. But, we are not to use our liberties to a 

point that it causes others to stumble or turn away from the Lord 

▪ The balance is that it is ok for you to have these convictions and 

you should not be judged for them.  

▪ Questions to consider in making your convictions 

• Does this activity or conviction we are developing honor 

God? 

• Will this build us up and mature us in the faith? 

• Will doing this in public, offend a non-believer who 

looks at us as a Christ follower or offend a young 

believer or another believer who may have a different 

conviction than you in a particular matter? 

• At what do we laugh at? Is what we laugh at glorifying to 

the Lord or tearing someone down? 

• Preferences are based on what you like or feel that will help you in your spiritual 

growth and worship of God 

o Military has a code of conduct 

o Colleges and Universities have codes of conduct 

o Music styles in worship 

o What color the sanctuary should be 



9 
 

o Chairs vs. Pews 

o What programs to have and not have 

• The leadership in most cases make these decisions for you and you trust them 

o In the church hopefully there are times we get input from the church family 

o Bottom line as we look at commands, convictions and preferences, we are 

to obey the commands that are general for all of us and; 

o We must respect the convictions and preferences of others 

Application: We need to learn to agree to disagree with other Christ followers without 

judgment but supporting one another in love.  

How to identify and respond to false teaching – Matthew 7:1; 15-20 

1. Examine to see if what the person is teaching is 100% in line with the Word of 

God – Deuteronomy 13:1 – 5 

2. Ask the question to the one teaching, “Who is Jesus?”  

I John 4:1 – 6 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 

from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you 

know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in 

the flesh is from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 

God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is 

in the world already. 4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, 

for he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the 

world; therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We 

are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does 

not listen to us. By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error. 

3. Be a Berean Christian – Acts 17:11 

4. Get out from under the false teacher and the false teaching immediately  

 2 John 1:8-11 

8 Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may 

win a full reward. 9 Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the 

teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both 

the Father and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this 

teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, 11 for 

whoever greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

Application: If a teacher does not teach or agree with the basic doctrines of our faith, we 

need to point out the error and find the orthodox, historic, scripture – based teaching of 

another group.  

Key Thought: True followers of Christ must know the essential beliefs of the 

Christian faith in order to discern and live out the truth. 
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Concluding Thoughts 

• I share these truths from the bottom of my heart as Pastor. My hope is that you 

will persevere in the truth, no matter what comes your way.  

2 John 1:4 

I rejoiced greatly to find some of your children walking in the truth, just as we 

were commanded by the Father 

• I hope that you have a growing relationship with God and that you are not just a 

moralist who tries to not do things wrong and do things right so you won’t get in 

trouble with God. We should grow in Christ and know more about God as we 

experience Him in this life 

• Our joy and peace should grow richer and richer as we walk this journey together 

with one another and with the constant companion of the Holy Spirit in my life.  

• Our love and unity for the church family should continue to grow as we are 

blessed by standing true to the Word of God in our faith and practice.  

Questions to Ponder This Week 

1. Do you know what you believe about the five essentials to the faith? 

2. How good are you at discerning false teaching? 

3. How can I learn in humility to agree to disagree with a brother or sister in Christ 

with different convictions and live in unity with them? 


