
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2, 2022 

The 17th Sunday after Pentecost 

CHORAL EVENSONG 
The Anglican Church of St. John the Divine 
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St. John’s acknowledges these ancestral lands of the  
Lekwungen speaking people. 

Welcome to the Parish Church of St. John the Divine, Victoria 

We are a community of faith in the Anglican Tradition, seeking to live lives of faith, hope and love as part of this 
community of Downtown Victoria. We are on a journey of learning to be a welcoming, inviting, inclusive and serving 
community which is open to all. 
Our worship reflects our rootedness in the Anglican tradition, whilst drawing on liturgies that reflect the long history and 
heritage of our Christian faith. Please join in as you feel able, and enjoy the words, music and opportunity for prayer and 
to be a part of our community. 
We are an inclusive and affirming parish; the sacraments of the church (baptism, communion and marriage) are available 
to all people on equal terms. Christ welcomes you, and so do we. 

Worship in a time of COVID-19 

In these times of COVID-19, appropriate protocols are in place. Although no longer mandatory, masks are still 
encouraged in all public areas, and we ask all to observe careful hand hygiene.  

The Sunday morning service takes place in-person, is also live streamed and is accessible on Zoom.  
Sunday Evensong also takes place in person, and livestreamed on the church website and Facebook pages 
There is no need to pre-register to attend either service. 
Daily prayer online is shared daily with a link on our website either live or via recording.  

Contacting Us: The church office is now open Monday-Friday, 9:30am-12:30pm. We are checking phone messages and 
answering emails. The main email for contact is: admin@stjohnthedivine.bc.ca. If you wish to receive prayer for 
yourself or for another, there will be members of our Healing Prayer group who will offer their prayers. Please contact: 
the church office at the above email address.  
You are very welcome here. We don’t always get it right; please let us know when we do, and when we don’t. Please stay 
and be a part of our family, for however long you would like. 

Assisting with tonight’s Liturgy 

Officiant: The Reverend Stephanie Wood 
Reader:  Carol Denton 
Safety Officer: Carol Denton 
Music:  The Choristers of St John the Divine; Char Hodgkins, Assisting Conductor;  
              David Stratkauskas, Director of Music 
Videographer: Karen Coverett 

A note about language 
In our worship, we use language which is poetic and filled with metaphor and wonder – realising that any language about 
God is limited. We use some ancient words which may seem odd, or may seem to refer to God as male, or in terms which 
elsewhere we might not choose to use. The poetry and the metaphor are there not to restrict or define our understanding 
of God, but to remind us that our words are never enough to talk about the Divine: instead we use the beauty of the words 
and music in our worship to help us glimpse just a little of the God beyond all words. 

Listed music is subject to substitution in the event of changes of personnel or situation. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please stand at the entrance of the clergy. The officiant gives a short welcome. 

The Responses  Music: Margaret Woodley  

 Cantor: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
 Choir: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
 Cantor: O God, make speed to save us. 
 Choir: O Lord, make haste to help us. 
 Cantor: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
 Choir: As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  Praise ye the Lord. (The Lord’s name be praised.) 

Please be seated for the singing of the psalm. 

Psalm    142 

1  I cried unto the Lord with my voice * yea, even unto the Lord did I make  
my supplication. 
2  I poured out my complaints before him * and shewed him of my trouble. 
3  When my spirit was in heaviness thou knewest my path * in the way wherein I walked have 
they privily laid a snare for me. 
4  I looked also upon my right hand * and saw there was no man that would know me. 
5  I had no place to flee unto * and no man cared for my soul. 
6  I cried unto thee, O Lord, and said * Thou art my hope, and my portion in the land of  
the living. 
7  Consider my complaint * for I am brought very low. 
8  O deliver me from my persecutors * for they are too strong for me. 
9  Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks unto thy Name * which thing if thou wilt 
grant me, then shall the righteous resort unto my company. 

Please stand for the Gloria Patri: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son * and to the Holy Ghost, 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be * world without end. Amen. 

Please be seated. 

First Lesson    Nehemiah 5:1-13 

Now there was a great outcry of the people and of their wives against their Jewish kin. For there 
were those who said, ‘With our sons and our daughters, we are many; we must get grain, so that 
we may eat and stay alive.’ There were also those who said, ‘We are having to pledge our fields, 
our vineyards, and our houses in order to get grain during the famine.’ And there were those who 
said, ‘We are having to borrow money on our fields and vineyards to pay the king’s tax. Now our 
flesh is the same as that of our kindred; our children are the same as their children; and yet we 
are forcing our sons and daughters to be slaves, and some of our daughters have been ravished; 
we are powerless, and our fields and vineyards now belong to others.’ 
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I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these complaints. After thinking it over, I brought 
charges against the nobles and the officials; I said to them, ‘You are all taking interest from your 
own people.’ And I called a great assembly to deal with them, and said to them, ‘As far as we were 
able, we have bought back our Jewish kindred who had been sold to other nations; but now you 
are selling your own kin, who must then be bought back by us!’ They were silent, and could not 
find a word to say. So I said, ‘The thing that you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the 
fear of our God, to prevent the taunts of the nations our enemies? Moreover, I and my brothers 
and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us stop this taking of interest. Restore to 
them, this very day, their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the 
interest on money, grain, wine, and oil that you have been exacting from them.’ Then they said, 
‘We will restore everything and demand nothing more from them. We will do as you say.’ And I 
called the priests, and made them take an oath to do as they had promised. I also shook out the 
fold of my garment and said, ‘So may God shake out everyone from house and from property who 
does not perform this promise. Thus may they be shaken out and emptied.’ And all the assembly 
said, ‘Amen’, and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised. 

Please stand. 

Magnificat Text: Lk. 1:46-55  Music: Willan Fauxbourdons 

MY SOUL doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  For he hath 
regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.  For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed.  For he that is mighty hath magnified me; and holy is his Name.  And his mercy is on 
them that fear him throughout all generations.  He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath 
scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  He hath put down the mighty from their 
seat, and hath exalted the humble and the meek.  He hath filled the hungry with good things; and  
the rich he hath sent empty away.  He  remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel;  As 
he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.  

Please be seated. 

Second Lesson John 9 

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, 
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents 
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works 
of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud 
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours 
and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit 
and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He 
kept saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He 
answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam 
and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He 
said, ‘I do not know.’ 
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They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day 
when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he 
had received his sight. He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I 
see.’ Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ 
But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. So 
they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.’ He 
said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the 
parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was 
born blind? How then does he now see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and 
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask 
him.’ 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory 
to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. 
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? 
How did he open your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ Then they 
reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man answered, 
‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him 
and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of 
a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, 
‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the 
Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he 
worshipped him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see 
may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this 
and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would 
not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 

Please stand. 

Nunc Dimittis   Text: Luke 2:29-32. Music: H. Balfour Gardiner (1877-1950): Evening Hymn 
LORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou has prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.    
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Apostles’ Creed 
 All: I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The 
Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting.  Amen. 

Responses, Lord’s Prayer, and Collects 
 Cantor: The Lord be with you; 
 Choir: And with thy spirit. 
 Cantor: Let us pray. 
Please remain standing, kneel, or be seated as is your preference for prayer. 
 Choir: Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we 
forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  
Amen. 

 Cantor: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us; 
 Choir: And grant us thy salvation. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save the King; 
 Choir: And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
 Cantor: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
 Choir: And make thy chosen people joyful. 
 Cantor: O Lord, save thy people; 
 Choir: And bless thine inheritance. 
 Cantor: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
 Choir: Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
 Cantor: O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
 Choir: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

1st Collect, of the day: T.E.C. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we are to pray and art 
wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy 
mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things 
which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one, God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

2nd Collect, for Peace: 
  O GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 

thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen. 
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3rd Collect, for Aid Against All Perils: 
  LIGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 

and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

Anthem   Evening Hymn, Balfour Gardiner 
The choir sings an anthem. 

Te lucis ante terminum, 
rerum Creator, poscimus, 
ut solita clementia, 
sis praesul ad custodiam. 
Procul recedant somnia, 
et noctium phantasmata: 
hostemque nostrum comprime, 
ne polluantur corpora. 
Praesta, Pater omnipotens, 
per Iesum Christum Dominum, 
qui tecum in perpetuum 
regnat cum Sancto Spiritu. 
Amen. 

To thee before the close of day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That, with thy wonted favour, thou 
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now. 
From all ill dreams defend our sight, 
From fears and terrors of the night; 
Withhold from us our ghostly foe, 
That spot of sin we may not know. 
O Father, that we ask be done, 
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son, 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally. 
Amen. 

Please remain seated, kneel, or stand as is your preference for prayer. 

Intercessions 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 291) Text: Fred Pratt Green (1903-2000). © 1969 Hope Publishing Co. 

 Music: HERESFORD, Melody Heilige Seelenlust, 1657; alt. Cantica Spiritualia, 1847 and Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875.  
  

 

1. O Christ, the healer, we have come  
 to pray for health, to plead for friends.  
How can we fail to be restored,  
 when reached by love that never ends? 

3. How strong, O Lord, are our desires,  
 how weak our knowledge of ourselves!  
Release in us those healing truths  
 unconscious pride resists or shelves. 

2. From every ailment flesh endures  
 our bodies clamour to be freed;  
yet in our hearts we would confess  
 that wholeness is our deepest need. 

4. In conflicts that destroy our health,  
 we diagnose the world’s disease;  
our common life declares our ills:  
 is there no cure, O Christ, for these? 

5. Grant that we all, made one in faith,  
 in your community may find  
the wholeness that, enriching us,  
 shall reach the whole of humankind. 
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Please be seated. 

Sermon 

Please stand to sing the hymn: 

Hymn (CP 560) Text: John Marriott (1780-1825), alt. 

 Music: MOSCOW, Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); adapt. Hymns and Ancient and Modern, 1875. 
 

 
1. God, whose almighty Word  

chaos and darkness heard,  
 and took their flight:  
hear us, we humbly pray,  
and where the gospel-day  
sheds not its glorious ray,  
 let there be light! 

3. Spirit of truth and love,  
life-giving, holy Dove,  
 speed on your flight!  
Move on the water’s face  
bearing the lamp of grace,  
and in earth’s darkest place  
 let there be light! 

2. Saviour, who came to bring  
on your redeeming wing  
 healing and sight,  
health to the sick in mind,  
sight to the inly blind:  
now for all humankind  
 let there be light! 

4. Gracious and holy Three,  
glorious Trinity,  
 wisdom, love, might,  
boundless as ocean’s tide  
rolling in fullest pride:  
through the world far and wide  
 let there be light. 

 

The Blessing or Grace   
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