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Lots of changes at 
St. Michael’s 
Youth Conference
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Lambeth Conference 
coverage  3, 4 8 Farraline Place

summer garden
party returns        9 Clergy

Appreciation
Month 12-13
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CAMP BROOKWOOD’S 2022 DIRECTOR, Emily Sprague, plays tug-of-war, an old favourite, with 
children during the camping season. After being closed for two years, Camp Brookwood is in 
rebuilding mode, but doing well, with 86 overnight campers compared to a usual season of 
about 110. They also hosted a week of daycare drop-ins, which they hope will help increase their 
campership numbers in the coming years. See the story of how the summer season went on page 
7.

Diocesan Synod set for Nov. 5

Summer camp fun!

MISSION IN MOTION:  children

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

The 138th Diocesan Synod takes 
place at Christ Church Cathe-
dral and Cathedral Memorial 
Hall on Saturday, Nov. 5.

The day begins at 8 a.m. with 
registration and is scheduled to 
adjourn at 4 p.m.

This synod will be a mix of 
canonical motions, the election 
of delegates to Provincial Synod, 
other motions, group work and 
the bishop’s charge.

But topping the agenda will 
be discerning future ministry in 
the diocese.

“The bishop is going to be 
working with Synod on discern-
ment,” said the Rev. David Peer, 
secretary of Synod.

“What are we being called to 
do as parishes and the Diocese?”

Those questions will be posed 
to delegates before Synod so that 
everyone is on the same page in 
appreciating the main work of 
the day, he said.

Greater Chapter meetings 
will be held in October to help 
prepare delegates. David urged 
all delegates to attend.

Bishop David Edwards has 
been speaking for months about 
discerning the path forward, and 
this synod will, God willing, give 
a clearer understanding of how 
we operate in a post-pandemic 
world, said David.

He asked that all be in prayer 
for a fruitful day together.
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Diocesan Bishop of Fredericton.

D I O C E S A N     N E W S

The fourth Mark leads us to 
many areas where the Church is 
needed as a peacemaker, but it is 
necessary to see the breadth of 
such things. 

It might be that we have large 
international corporations ex-
ploiting resources without much, 
if any, care for their workers. 

Racism and sexism fit within 
this category, as do matters like 
domestic violence. In addition, 
there are issues like mass migra-
tion due to war and famine. 

Out of Marks 4 and 5 come 
some of the elements which we 

address in Mark 3. Human need 
occurs in all types of circum-
stances, both locally, nationally, 
and internationally. 

Our neighbours are affected 
by the convulsions which hap-
pen globally and are worked out 
in our neighbourhoods as well 
as around the world. 

In the midst of these appar-
ently intractable concerns, the 
Church has a primary task to 
proclaim the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God. 

The major issues which face 
God’s world can seem over-
whelming, but the hope that is 
there for everyone is a hope that 

comes from God. It is not a hope 
we can manufacture, it is a hope 
that is. It is something that is 
redemptive and can make things 
new, but is very easily missed. 

This leads us to the second 
Mark, the nurturing of believ-
ers. I have long argued that this 
Mark is faulty because it speaks 
of new believers. 

At Lambeth that was ac-
knowledged. It should apply 
to all of us, all the time. As the 
Good News is proclaimed and 
responded to, we all need to 
learn how to live in God’s world. 

Although the essential pillars 
of this remain the same, the 

Bishop continued from page 3

The bishop’s takeaways from the Lambeth Conference of Bishops
emphasis will change depending 
upon circumstances and world 
events. 

This is a very simplistic com-
mentary upon what it means to 
be God’s Church in God’s world. 
I want to end with the one thing 
which undergirds the whole of 
this.

Stephen Cotterell, the 
Archbishop of York, said this 
as he spoke about mission and 
evangelism. He reminded us 
that before all things, we are to 
know that we are all the beloved 
people of God set in God’s 
beloved creation, and out of this 
comes our worship. 

The Church is to worship 
God in multiple ways, just be-
cause God is to be worshipped. 
From this everything else flows.  
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Kingston

October 12 
Medley  
Lecture

October 16 
Parish of Kent; 
Celebration of 

New Ministry 
– Sussex-area 

shared ministry

October 17-20 
Mission to  
Seafarers  
national  

conference

October 24-28 
National House 

of Bishops

October 30 
Parish of  

Pennfield;  
St. Peter’s, 

Wickham

November 5 
138th  

Diocesan  
Synod

p r i n c i p a l    
e n g a g e m e n t s 

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

T H E   B I S H O P’ S   P A G E

Archbishop David Edwards

Two takeaways from Lambeth
In the September edition my 

article was one that I wrote 
during the Lambeth Confer-

ence of Bishops. 
Now I am writing with the 

benefit of looking back at those 
two weeks spent at the Univer-
sity of Kent in Canterbury to try 
to give my impressions of the 
whole event. 

Two things stand out for 
me, one relatively trivial and 
the other much more complex, 
but both offer significant com-
mentaries upon the situation in 
which we find ourselves. 

The first happened as Debbie 
and I walked through the Cathe-
dral precincts, having attended 
a beautiful service of Evensong. 
We were almost the last people 
left in the grounds and were 
heading to the exit. 

The Archbishop’s Canterbury 
home, the Old Palace, sits in 
the shadow of the Cathedral, 
and on several evenings during 
the conference he and his wife, 
Caroline, hosted receptions for 
Bishops and their spouses in 
their garden.  

We knew that the time for the 
event was approaching because 
we had been there two days 
before. 

As we walked, one of the 
Cathedral constables passed us, 
and out of his radio came this 
message: “Roger that, driver one, 
the ABC (Archbishop of Canter-
bury) is back on site.” 

We knew that security had 
been evident around the confer-
ence all week, but this brought 
home to me the state of the 
world in which we live. 

On the second Wednesday we 
were all invited to the Welbys’ 
other home, Lambeth Palace in 
central London. It is where the 
first conference of the Bishops of 
the Anglican Communion took 
place in 1867. 

Archbishops of Canterbury 
enjoy the privilege of having the 
oldest private garden in Lon-
don and the second biggest (the 
Queen’s is the biggest). Our pur-
pose in visiting was to commit 
to action around climate change, 
in particular the Anglican Com-
munion Forest. 

It was a very hot day, part 
of a run of over five weeks 
without rain. The garden was 
decimated. There were a few 
plants in bloom, but in the main 
the landscape was scorched a 
yellow-brown colour. Even the 
ferns were burnt. 

There could hardly have been 
a better advertisement for the 
subject we were discussing. 

Both of these incidents il-

lustrate the interconnected 
nature of the issues we face in 
the world today. We are in an era 
where complexity is piled upon 
complexity. It is easy to become 
fearful about the situation, yet 
the whole theme of the confer-
ence was “God’s Church for 
God’s World.”

God is the creator and re-
deemer of all things. The prom-
ise God makes is that everything 
will be made new. 

In light of this, it would be 
easy for us to sit back and wait 
for God to act. But the sense we 
have from scripture is that we 
have a role in caring for creation 
for its and our benefit. 

As God’s Church, we live in 
God’s world, so what is our role? 
The first thing I suggest is that 
we have to think of creation on 
two levels, the “Good Creation” 
of Genesis 1, but also the ways in 
which the created order interacts 
with itself.  

After God’s creative acts, cre-
ation was not left static. All its 
elements began to act in relation 
to each other. 

As the first 11 chapters of 
Genesis show, people and crea-
tures played roles, but the hu-
man story becomes dominant, 
though not really in a good way.

Genesis chapters 3 – 11 
demonstrate how people become 
disruptive and lost in their role 
as the image bearers of God. 

There is the break in relation-
ship between God and humans 
in Genesis 3, which also causes 
creation to be “subjected to futil-
ity” (Romans 8: 20). 

Murder then enters the 
scene with Cain and Abel. This 
is followed by the Flood and 
ultimately the confusion of lan-
guages resulting from the Tower 
of Babel. 

For the Church in God’s 
world the biblical message is that 
as the image bearers of God, we 
are to be the example of how 
humanity relates to creation 
and to God. We reflect God 
into creation as part of the hope 
brought about by the death and 

resurrection of Jesus as outlined 
in Romans 8. 

In light of what I have learnt 
from the Lambeth Conference 
2022, my answer is probably 
going to lead you to the conclu-
sion that my going was a waste 
of time, because at first glance 
the answer to the question will 
appear to be “Nothing.” 

The main thought I left Can-
terbury with is that the 5 Marks 
of Mission of the Anglican Com-
munion are not only essential 
to our unity as a Church, but 
basic to the role of humans in 
creation. 

These five things are so inter-
related that we have to concen-
trate on them all in order to be 
the Church for God’s world. 

 
Here are the Five Marks just 

to remind us of what they are. 
To proclaim the Good News 

of the Kingdom 
To teach, baptise and nurture 

new believers 
To respond to human need by 

loving service 
To transform unjust struc-

tures of society, to challenge vio-
lence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation 

To strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth. 

On this occasion I am going 
to begin with number five. In a 
sense this is the broadest of the 
marks, but it encompasses all the 
others. Creation is not limited to 
plants and animals. It is all that 
God has made.

Our task is to safeguard the 
whole of creation for its renewal. 
This not only means the planet 
upon which we live, but also 
mitigating the things which 
damage each other and the 
world around us. 

Let me illustrate this. As 
I write, in recent weeks, the 
Ukrainian nuclear power plant 
in Zaporizhzhia has become a 
major factor in the war in that 
country. Both sides are accusing 
each other of shelling the facility. 

In a sense it does not matter 
who is doing what. The situa-
tion is that humans violently 
interacting with each other are 
putting creation in danger. 

This directly relates Mark 
5 to Mark 4. Creation is being 
threatened by violence and the 
Church’s role is to challenge this 
and pursue peace and reconcili-
ation. We can make the connec-
tion over and over between these 
two Marks. 

AFTER THE OPENING SERVICE at Lambeth Conference: Bishops Sam 
Rose of Eastern Newfoundland & Labrador, David of Fredericton and 
John Watton of Central Newfoundland.

DEBBIE EDWARDS PHOTO

Bishop continued on page 2 anglicanfoundation.org/store

 

Hope Bears  
are reading AFC books.  

You can order books  
through the AFC Store.
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Lambeth Conference:  A spouse’s view
BY DEBBIE EDWARDS

The 15th Lambeth Con-
ference took place this 
summer from July 26-

Aug. 8 in Canterbury, England.  
The conference, which is 

one of the Anglican Com-
munion’s Four Bonds of 
Unity, (the others being the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Anglican Consultative Council 
and the Primates’ Meeting), 
is a meeting of bishops and 
their spouses from around the 
world. 

It was a great privilege to at-
tend, and I would like to share 
a few reflections, highlighting 
some of my special memories. 
Please remember that I am 
sharing from the perspective of 
a spouse. At times the bishop’s 
program and the spouse’s pro-
gram overlapped and some-
times we attended different 
sessions.

First, some of the best times 
were those which just hap-
pened, as we walked between 
sessions or stood in line for 
meals. Attendees were always 
asking “where are you from,” 
which opened the door for 
brief, often one-off, but special 
times of connection.  

Another highlight which I 
enjoyed was seeing the won-
derful colours and varieties 
of clothing from around the 
world. 

However, my favorite daily 
times were those spent with 
our assigned Bible Study 
group. Each day began with 
teaching, usually led by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
from the book of 1st Peter. 

Afterwards, all attendees, 
bishops and spouses gathered 
with their small group to 
discuss the passage and how 
it could be applied to their 
situation. I was very blessed by 
this time, as our group quickly 
bonded and became at ease 
with each other.  

It so happened that all the 
spouses in my group were 
women, but what a wonderful-
ly diverse group we were! We 
were Penny from St. Helena, 
Evelyn from Zambia, Jessie 
from the Solomon Islands, 
Helena and Deborah both 
from South Sudan, Rachel 
from Australia, HJ from the 
UK and me from the Diocese 
of Fredericton.  

The stories of others are not 
mine to share but what I can 
share is how much we all had 

in common. It was particularly 
interesting to hear how each 
person felt a calling, as do I, 
to support our husbands in 
ministry.  

It was a joy to learn about 
their respective parishes, their 
struggles and their joys. While 
our backgrounds, nationalities 
and cultures vastly differed, 
our bond of unity “in the 
church and in Christ Jesus” 

was very real.  
I am grateful to say that this 

feeling of unity was present in 
the wider community as well. 
I have come to appreciate, 
in a very concrete way, how 
large and diverse the Anglican 
Communion actually is; the 
Archbishop told us that over 
150 countries from around the 
world were represented. 

With a number that large, 

it is to be expected that there 
would not be perfect agree-
ment on all topics or discus-
sions. However, respect and 
a willingness to listen to each 
other was present in all I saw 
and heard. 

I was also blessed to witness 
unity and respect, not solely 
within the Anglican Com-
munion, but also displayed by 
the many ecumenical visitors. 

They included representatives 
from the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Orthodox Church, 
the Old Catholic Church, the 
Salvation Army and Pentecos-
tal Assemblies to name a few.  

Many had been invited to 
speak and always mentioned 
unity within the body of Christ 
and a need for greater ecumen-
ism. I couldn’t help but think 
of Jesus, on the night before 
his crucifixion, praying that 
we would be one, as he and the 
Father and the Spirit are one.

I will end with two of my 
other favorite moments. The 
first was the truly spectacular 
sight of the bishops process-
ing in for the opening service, 
held at Canterbury Cathedral. 
The theme of the conference 
was “God’s Church for God’s 
World,” and the procession was 
a powerful visual reminder of 
that theme.  

As I looked at the hundreds 
of bishops walking a few feet 
in front of me, I was trying to 
imagine how many priests and 
deacons, parishes, congrega-
tions and individuals were rep-
resented by so many bishops.  

It brought tears to my eyes. 
The message of the resurrected 
Jesus brings life and hope 
to a hurting world; we truly 
are “God’s Church for God’s 
World.”

And lastly, one more beauti-
ful story of unity and being 
the Church. About four or 
five days after the conference 
began, the Canadian delega-
tion was invited to get together 
for a “check-in” to see how ev-
eryone was doing and to share 
prayer requests and so on.  

After a time of prayer, our 
Primate Linda Nicholls ended 
by saying the words, “Glory to 
God…” and we all spontane-
ously followed her lead. The 
sense of God’s Holy Spirit was 
very present, and I will never 
pray these words again without 
remembering the conference. 

“Glory to God, whose 
power, working in us can do 
infinitely more than we can 
ask or imagine.  Glory to God, 
from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus.”  Amen

Finally, I offer a big thank-
you to the Diocese of Freder-
icton for the opportunity to 
attend Lambeth Conference 
with David and to all of you 
who keep us in your prayers.
Debbie Edwards is married to 
Archbishop David Edwards.

TOP:  LADIES FROM BIBLE STUDY GROUP. Front row: Helena from South Sudan, Deborah from South 
Sudan, Evelyn from Zambia. Back row: HJ from UK, Jessie from Solomon Islands, Rachel from 
Australia and Debbie from the Diocese of Fredericton. 

ABOVE LEFT:  Archbishop David Edwards with Bishop Sandra Fyfe of NovaScotia & PEI, and Bishop 
Bruce Myers of Quebec after the closing service.

ABOVE RIGHT:  Bishop Mathias of Ho, Ghana (our companion diocese) and Bishop David. 

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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English language camp brings newcomer kids together
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

During a sunny week in late 
July, 20 children, 18 of them 
from Ukraine, gathered at 
Stone Church for English lan-
guage camp.

“This came about as a result 
of the Ukrainian newcomers,” 
said organizer Terence Chan-
dra. “We wanted to give the 
kids some exposure to English 
before school started.”

Terence and his wife, 
Jasmine, are priests-in-charge 
at Stone Church, and lead an 
uptown ministry called Pen-
nies and Sparrows. 

“We know their lives have 
been extremely difficult. 
They’ve left family behind. We 
hoped to provide space for 
them to just be kids,” said Ter-
ence. “We want them to speak 
English as much as possible, 
but even if they’re having fun, 
that’s a win for me.”

Terence used his contacts 
from the adult English classes he 
teaches to organize the five-day 
camp and recruit the children 
aged 8 to 13. It turned out there 
was a high demand and he had 

ANNE DYKEMAN, CLARE ANDREWS, the Rev. Terence Chandra and 
Corey Fairbrother were the leaders of English Language Camp 
in late July in Saint John. On this day, the group visited Rainbow 
Park in the city’s south end.

to cap enrollment at 20.
With the help of three 

volunteers, Terence organized 
games, crafts and activities that 

encouraged communication.
“Today’s theme is sports,” he 

said, adding a trip to Rainbow 
Park gave them a chance to 

run, play and climb.
One activity to reinforce 

colours meant visiting City 
Market and finding all the 
foods that matched the colours 
on their handout. 

Their proficiency in English 
varies dramatically, with some 
surprisingly adept. Amelia, 11, 
arrived in Saint John with her 
family in late spring. 

Coming to Canada was 
always “my dad’s dream,” she 
said. “When the war started, 
my parents more easily left. 
They were more fast about it.”

An IT professional, he has 
already found work. As for the 
camp, Amelia was enjoying the 
week.

“I like the crafts and the 
outdoors,” she said. “We learn 
new words and the people are 
friendly. They help.”

While she loves her new 
city, she cannot forget what she 
left behind.

“My grandparents and 
old friends cannot get out of 
Ukraine. I’m very scared.”

Corey Fairbrother is one of 
the volunteers who has worked 
with Terence in the past.

“These kids never knew each 
other [in Ukraine],” he said. 
“They were from all different 
towns, and now they’re forging 
their own community here.”

While he’s run VBS and 
youth groups with Terence in 
the past, “this time around it’s 
not so much religion-based. 
It’s more community-based. It’s 
building bonds.”

Anne Dykeman and Clare 
Andrews rounded out the 
volunteer list, and both were 
having a fun week with the 
kids. But it wasn’t just the kids 
who were benefitting.

“The parents come early to 
socialize with each other,” said 
Anne. 

While he admitted to being 
exhausted when the camp 
ended each day, Terence plans 
on doing it again next year.

“It’s probably the most 
rewarding thing I’ve done this 
summer,” he said.

So how does an English 
language camp build the King-
dom of God?

“Jesus said ‘welcome the 
stranger.’ That’s what we’re do-
ing with this camp.”

MCKNIGHT PHOTO

Retirement yet  
again? Yes!

On Saturday, Aug. 20, Heather 
and the Rev. Steven Scribner 
hosted a thank-you barbecue 
for the Ven. Keith and Vivian 
Osborne for their rich minis-
tries in the Saint John Deanery. 

As you can see from the 
photo, the St. John River pro-
vided a picturesque backdrop 
for the event. 

Keith has been our archdea-
con for almost as many years 
as I have been home and at 
Trinity. His guidance, support 
and listening ear have been 
invaluable to me and all of us 
in the Saint John Deanery. 

Vivian and Keith often 
opened their home for special 
Deanery gatherings. They will 
surely be missed here in our 
community. 

Many others sent their 
good wishes but were unable 
to attend this evening. Thank-
you, Keith and Vivian, for your 
wonderful ministries here in 
our midst. We wish you all the 
best as you settle into Freder-
icton. 

THOSE WHO GATHERED, left to right: the Rev. Steven Scribner, Archbishop 
David Edwards, Debbie Edwards, Captain Russ Blanchett, Vivian 
Osborne, the Ven. Keith Osborne, the Rev. Terence Chandra, the Rev. 
Jasmine Chandra, Leslie Allan and the Rev. Canon Stuart Allan. 

Story submitted by the Rev. 
Steven Scribner.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  children



6  /  THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN OCTOBER 2022

C A M P    M E D L E Y

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

Lots new at Camp Medley, including more campers
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

A camper’s day at Camp Med-
ley is highly regimented, but 
they catch on quickly.

Everyone is expected at 
the flagpole at 8 a.m. for the 
thought of the day. Breakfast is 
next, followed by cabin clean-
up.

Then it’s off to chapel, fol-
lowed by three sessions. Lunch 
is at 12:30, followed by two 
afternoon sessions.

The sessions are a mix of 
canoeing, swimming, archery, 
crafts, drama, chapel, nature, 
biking, water toys, sports 
and music — something for 
everyone.

Once the afternoon sessions 
are done, it’s time for tuck — 
the canteen — and rest. Then 
they’re off to the afternoon 
programming, which could be 
a game like Capture The Flag.

Supper is at 5:30, and 
after that, there is an evening 
program, like a talent show or 
a fair. All this is followed by a 
campfire and evening cha-
pel. Then it’s a well-deserved 
bedtime, and most campers are 
tired by the end of the day.

“We try to provide a range 
of sessions to reach a range of 
children,” said camp director 
John Galbraith. 

NEW THIS YEAR 
Giant water toys are new this 
year.

“We’re still in the process 
of getting comfortable with 
them and then being able to 
staff them properly,” said John. 
“That’s been the learning curve 
this year.”

Sailor and retired priest Eric 
Phinney was a big help during 
the installation, he said.

There is a large number 
of bicycles that campers use 
on trails. For some camp-
ers, though, Camp Medley is 
where they learn how to ride 
a bike in five days. Kids don’t 
always have someone at home 
to teach them, said John.

The Jonathan Young Memo-
rial Amphitheatre seating has 
been completed, and the old 
dining hall has been refur-
bished for indoor use on rainy 
days, for meetings and other 
events.

“We redid the inside to 
bring back the rustic look,” 
said John.

Family Camp switched 
from June to the long weekend 

in August, and that’s worked 
out well. 

“It was a blast,” said John. 
“We had sailboats (courtesy 
of Eric Phinney and the Rev. 
David Peer) and they took 
families for a sail.

“Family Camp is an invest-
ment. It allows families to 
come, be together, with kids 
enjoying camp and parents 
seeing that it’s a safe place. 
Hopefully it will result in more 
campers.” 
 
PROGRAMMING 
Savana Somers, 19, is the pro-
gram director. This is her third 
year at Camp Medley.

“I’ve been here since May,” 
she said. “I do all the camp-
wide activities. 

“I’ve found with the change 
in position, I’ve gotten a lot 
closer to the staff, the chaplains 

and nurses. I hear people’s sto-
ries and I get to share all that 
with the kids. I’m making a lot 
more connections.” 

She hosts the weekly tal-
ent show, which is the staff ’s 
favourite. And she uses the 
internet to come up with some 
games and activities, like the 
banana game.

Bananas are sliced on plates. 
The object is to find a plate of 
banana slices, which could be 
hidden in the woods, and tape 
the banana back together. 

KITCHEN 
In the kitchen, Raegan Ev-
ans-Hoyt is back for a fifth 
summer, assisted by Destiny 
McInerney. 

“Raegan does an excellent 
job,” said John. “Her secret is 
cheese and bacon! She makes 
an incredible spaghetti sauce. 

She cooks food the kids like — 
mini pizzas, Mexican pile-up 
(tacos), egg burgers, and hash-
brown casserole.”

“Mexican pile-up and 
hashbrown casserole are both 
things I’d never made be-
fore, but are a prerequisite to 
employment here!” she said. “I 
like making whatever the kids 
like.” 

STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 
The camp is blessed with many 
returning staff, a fact not lost 
on John.

“As they grow in it, I believe 
they come back because they 
know they’re making a dif-
ference — that their service 
means something,” he said. 

Besides the staff and the 
campers, there is a small army 
of volunteers they probably 
don’t even see, but who help 

maintain the camp through the 
spring and fall.

“They are a gift to me,” said 
John. “They are multi-skilled. 
They love camp and love what’s 
going on at camp and want 
to support it. Some have even 
been campers.”

Despite a pandemic sum-
mer with only family drop-ins 
and a strong social media pres-
ence, and a second summer 
with limited capacity, the 2022 
numbers are impressive. 

“We’re at 355 campers, plus 
family camp and day destina-
tion, which brings us to 460,” 
said John. “So I’m extremely 
pleased. We’re up 80 campers 
from last year.”

There is one more camp 
this season, a seniors’ retreat 
scheduled for Oct. 2-5. Visit 
campmedley.ca for details, cost 
and registration.

TOP MAIN:  Campers and staff making 
full use of new seating at the Jonathan 
Young Memorial Amphitheatre; ABOVE: 
Groundkeeper Cody Vautour and campers 
enjoy a nature walk on the river bank.

TOP RIGHT: Old photos decorate the new tuck 
shop in the old dining hall. ABOVE: Raegan 
Evans Hoyt pulls pizza from the oven. LEFT: 
Campers Khael and Raelynn show off their river 
clay sculpture; swimming is ever-popular.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

JOHN GALBRAITH PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  children
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A successful season at Camp Brookwood
BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

This was a rebuilding year 
for Camp Brookwood. Being 
closed for two years meant 
momentum was lost and some 
campers went elsewhere, aged 
out or found other things to 
do.

But it wasn’t all bad. 
“I’m very pleased with the 

results,” said Emily Sprague, 
19, the camp’s director, adding 
they had 86 campers over five 
weeks, and in the final week, 
about 84 daycare children. The 
camp has averaged 100-110 
campers in a normal year.

The camp made good use of 
its small staff of four counsel-
lors, one leader-in-training, 
an assistant director, a cook, a 
chaplain and the director. 

“I basically had a power 
team,” said Emily. “I couldn’t 
have asked for a better staff.”

Emily has been going to 
Camp Brookwood since she 
was four years old, continuing 
a family tradition, with her 
mother and her brother both 
having been campers here.

“I worked my way up from 
camper to counsellor-in-
training, to counsellor and 
then director,” she said. “Camp 
Brookwood is a very special 
place to me.”

Last year was Emily’s first 
as director, but it was a very 
different summer. She and 
the groundskeeper painted, 
repaired and upgraded where 
necessary. She was excited to 
have campers back in 2022.

“It was nice to see familiar 
faces,” she said. “The kids had 
a great time. The youngest kids 
had the least amount of home-
sickness!”

Themes this year were Fear 
Factor, Disney, CSI, Amazing 
Race and superheroes. For 
the CSI week, two counsel-
lors stole Dorothy the deer, 
an iconic mounted deer head, 
from the dining hall, and it 
was up to campers to find and 
decipher clues to solve the 
“crime.”

“They put all the clues 
together and they got it,” said 
Emily. “They loved it! They got 
so into it!”

Assistant director Morgan 
Greene came with new ideas 
gleaned from working at a 
different camp, which added to 
the enjoyment.

“I love the traditions of 
Brookwood, but it’s always nice 
to do a few new things,” said 

Emily.
Electronic devices are not 

allowed at the camp, giving 
children, especially teens, a 
welcome break from a screen.

“It was so nice to see kids 
not stuck to a device,” said Em-
ily. “It is so needed in this day 
and age, even for me. It was 
heaven-sent.”

She knows just how wel-
come the break has been for 
campers.

“Kids came up to me say-
ing, ‘I’m glad it says that. I’m 
forced, but enjoying it.’ It’s 
so much easier to keep their 
attention, but there are activi-
ties all day long, so there’s not 
much time to be on a device, 
even if they had it.”

The no-devices rule also 
adds a level of freedom for 
children, who need not worry 
that they’re being filmed, only 
to be made fun of on social 
media, she said. 

The plan for 2022 was to 
hold a family camp during the 

final week of the season, but 
they had no takers. Instead, 
they offered the camp to two 
local daycare operators, who 
brought their kids. They did 
drop-off and pick-up at the 
camp and their educators as-
sisted the staff.

The children did lots of crafts, 
swam, learned archery and en-
joyed many other activities. 

“I think it was a success,” 
said Emily. “A lot of kids went 
home saying they wanted to 
come back. It was a great intro-
duction to camp in a comfort-
able environment with their 
educators and friends.”

While Emily is hoping to 
return next summer, much 
will depend on her respiratory 
therapy course at NBCC. She 
will be entering her final year 
in 2023, graduating in 2024.

“I hope to be back, because 
I do love this job,” she said. “I 
love coming back every sum-
mer. It’s hard to think about 
summer and not being here.”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Summer camp, with no cell phones, is a very 
good place to be as silly as you wish; Nature walks are very popular at Camp 
Brookwood;  Camp director uses a hose to cool off campers on a hot day; the 
swimming pool is well used at the camp.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  children
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Leadership, location new for St. Michael’s Youth Conference

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT  

After two years of not meeting, 
St. Michael’s Youth Conference 
was back, but this time, almost 
everything was different for 
the event that ran Aug. 22-26.

Have no fear! The tradi-
tions of the annual, much-
loved conference for youth are 
largely the same — including 
prayer, study and recreation. 
But the leadership and the 
Camp Medley location are 
new.

“It’s a great facility and 
it’s working out well,” said 
co-leader the Rev. Nicholas 
Saulnier. “I didn’t know what 
it would look like this year, but 
this is a good restart.”

Nicholas and Samuel 
Landry are co-leaders this 
year, allowing the Ven. Kevin 
Stockall and wife, Janice, a 
well-deserved retirement after 
33 years.

Due to time conflicts, some 
of the usual staff were not able 
to attend. This year, there were 
six conferees, a definite drop 
that was anticipated, as 2022 
has been a rebuilding year. 

SMYC is a unique camp 
for ages 13-19. As its website 
says, “the Anglican Book of 
Common Prayer sets the daily 
rhythm of our conference. We 
pause for prayer three times 
each day, to read the scriptures 
and to give thanks for all that 
we receive from God.” 

This year’s staff included 
the Rev. Terence Chandra, 
teaching theology, specifically 
Christology; the Rev. Dr. Cole 
Hartin, teaching on the bible 
and our cultural approach to it; 
Sue Careless, teaching com-
mon prayer; and Dr. Andrew 
Grant, assisting where needed.

Sue is a retired high school 
teacher, and loves connecting 
with the conferees.

“I think I’ve been coming 
for 15 years,” she said. “I love 
it. I really enjoy the friend-
ships.”

The Rev. Canon Gerry Las-
key dropped in to lead Evening 
Prayer during the week, and 
the Rev. Canon Ross Hebb 
gave a lecture on the geogra-
phy and history of the St. John 
River.

That lecture was especially 
appropriate because 20 staff 
and conferees took a two-hour 
canoe trip down river, com-
ing ashore at the village of 
Gagetown. They were met by 

the congregation of St. John’s 
Anglican Church, which hosted 
them. The event included a bar-
becue for 40 people, games, and 
Evensong led by Archbishop 
David Edwards, who made the 
canoe trip.

“It was so great to do it, and 
something we could only do 
here,” said Samuel.

Olivia Lipton, 21, now 
studying to be a social worker, 
has been coming to SMYC for 
six years. This year she was a 
counsellor and activities direc-
tor, which is fondly known as 
the director of fun.

“It’s obviously a new loca-
tion, and most conferees are 
new, but we are maintaining 
the St. Michael’s traditions,” 

she said.
She directed the popular 

Pageant of Redemption, a 
long-time tradition that illus-
trates the biblical story of our 
deliverance from sin.

“It’s so special just to have 
this time together in our faith,” 
she said. “It’s been a great week.”

This is Samuel’s third year 
at SMYC. He came late to the 
game, not having grown up an 
Anglican. He found faith as 
a student at the University of 
Kings College in Halifax, and 
is the lay minister for youth 
and families at St. Paul’s in 
Rothesay.

Samuel has been blessed by 
the dozen or so Camp Medley 
staff, in their last week of work, 

who stayed behind to assist 
SMYC. 

“As the week has gone on, 
we think of them as Camp 
Medley staff less and less, and 
more as St. Michael’s confer-
ence participants,” he said.

“It’s been great to share 
what we love about St. Mi-
chael’s with the Camp Medley 
folks and share their space 
with them.”

Samuel cherishes the SMYC 
traditions and is happy to play 
a role in maintaining them.

“Keeping it going is so 
important,” he said. “We’re 
continuing the work that has 
been faithfully upheld in years 
past. St. Michael’s has made me 
love the life of the church in 

this place. I’m glad to uphold 
this tradition as well as I can.”

At its height, SMYC had 
60 or more conferees, so this 
year’s numbers fall far short.

“But we have hope,” said 
Nicholas. “The fact that it’s 
happening again, though 
small, and the fact that we can 
see it — it lives and breathes — 
are very important. Of course, 
we hope to expand next year.

“We’re here to learn about 
Jesus and have fun, and that’s 
happening. So our goals are 
being met.”

Other staff this year in-
cluded Ellery Furlong, Gibson 
MacMillan, Katherine Lee, 
Isaac Grainger and Helen 
Landry.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  
The conferees, SMYC staff 
and Camp Medley staff; 
Gibson MacMillan was the 
musician for SMYC; twenty 
canoeists paddled from 
Camp Medley to the Village 
of Gagetown for a service 
and barbecue at the parish; 
new leadership this year 
included Sam Landry, Olivia 
Lipton and the Rev. Nicholas 
Saulnier; Andrew Grant, 
right, has been on staff with 
SMYC for many years. On 
the day the NB Anglican 
visited, it was hashbrown 
casserole day, a definite 
favourite among campers.

SUE CARELESS PHOTO
SUE CARELESS PHOTO

SUE CARELESS PHOTO

MCKNIGHT PHOTO MCKNIGHT PHOTO
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Back in the garden 

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Not too hot, not too sunny:  
the 24 degree weather was 
perfect for the 2022 Farraline 
Place garden party held Aug. 
11 on the home’s grounds.

This is the first garden party, 
normally an annual summer 
event, since 2019, and the 
enthusiasm showed. 

Residents of the ACW-
affiliated seniors’ home, their 
families, board members, 
ACW members and others 
gathered to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Farraline Place.

A roaring twenties theme 
saw music of the era played, 
and ladies wore feathers in 
their hair. The menu was eclec-
tic: orange ice cream floats and 
punch, quiche, chicken wings, 
pigs in a blanket, sandwiches, 
lemon squares and a cake to 
celebrate the home’s birthday.

Archbishop David Edwards 
brought greetings from the 
diocese, noting the black and 
gold table décor matched the 
colours of his favourite football 
team, the Wolverhampton 
Wolves. During the afternoon, 
he made a point of visiting 
every table to chat. 

Home administrator Judy 
O’Donnell welcomed everyone 
back after the three-year break. 
She thanked residents, ACW 
members and board members 
for their concern and prayers 
during her medical leave.

Peggy Boucher, represent-
ing the ACW as its vice-pres-
ident, brought greetings from 
her group. Darline Cogswell, 
president of the board, spoke, 
saying, “I’m so happy Judy was 
able to plan this party.”

The Calithumpians, a 
theatre troupe based in Fred-
ericton, entertained with 11 
members singing and play-
ing a variety of instruments: 
keyboard, trumpet, ukulele, 
cajon and several guitars — all 
without sheet music. 

They performed songs from 
this year’s skits, plus ones from 
previous years, all relating to 
New Brunswick events and 
people. 

One song, to the tune of Old 
Time Rock and Roll, extolled 
the virtues of Fredericton City 
Hall and its efforts to escape 
the wrecking ball 50 years ago.

Lately I can’t drive my car, 
sung to a Beatles tune, promot-
ed staying local in the midst of 

rising fuel prices. 
“I think it went well, consid-

ering this is the first one [in 
three years],” said Judy. “It’s 
good to see people enjoying 
life again. The Calithumpians 
were wonderful. The residents 
loved them.

“I want to especially thank 
everyone for supporting the 
home, especially the ACW 
members.”

Each resident receives 
birthday cards from ACW 
branches, something they ap-
preciate, said Judy.

The next event on Farraline 
Place’s calendar is the annual 
fall gala. This dinner will be 
held Saturday, Oct. 15 at the 
Fredericton Motor Inn. 

Tickets are $100 each, with 
a $60 tax receipt, and are 
available by contacting Judy 

Farraline Place holds first  
garden party in three years

at the home (506-455-6443). 
Live and silent auctions will 
be held, and entertainment 
includes a sing-along.

To learn more about Far-
raline Place, visit their website: 
www.farralineplace.com/

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  Farraline Place 
administrator Judy O’Donnell, left, in green, surveys 
the garden party in the home’s yard;  Diocesan ACW 
vice-president Peggy Boucher brings greetings;  eleven 
members of the 2022 edition of the Calithumpians 
entertain; Marlene Mercer, the Rev. David Mercer and 
Doreen Smith enjoy the entertainment;  Archbishop 
David Edwards, his mother-in-law Blanche Prince, his 
wife Debbie, Farraline Place board president Darline 
Cogswell, and Sharon Hall-Kay share a table during the 
party.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS
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BY STEVEN SCRIBNER

Where to begin? As I was about to 
retire from my secular career as an 
engineer, having worked in heavy 
industry all my professional career, my 
son, David thought I should mark this 
occasion by doing something unique. 

So, in 2017, I was off on a 17-day 
excursion to complete half of the 
Camino Frances, made popular by the 
movie The Way staring Martin Sheen. 
I had conversations with a couple 
of folks from our diocese who had 
walked all or part of the 800 km trek 
from Saint Jean Pied de Port France 
thru to Santiago, Spain. 

Over the past five years, the possi-
bilities of returning to walk the entire 
Camino Frances has played on my 
mind, and by late 2021, after nearly 
two years of being highly restricted 
in personal travel due to COVID, I 
started to look into my return.

To this end, I was graciously wel-
comed by the Ven. Deborah and her 
husband, Dr. Jouni Kraft, to join them 
for a May 2, start date, tagging on to 
their travel package.

I left Saint John on April 29, meet-
ing with three members, Deborah, 
Jounie and Daniel Klein, of our Cami-
no team in Toronto to fly overnight 
through to Paris. 

Then we took a 90-minute flight to 
Biarritz, France on April 30 where we 
met up with the final two of our team, 
Paul Nelson and David Scribner. 

We all travelled to our staging 
point, Saint Jean Pied de Port France, 
checking into our bed and breakfast 
on a beautiful sunny Saturday after-
noon. 

Saint Jean Pied de Port is the kick-
off point for the Camino Frances, and 
the most important office all must 
visit is the Camino Registration office, 
where we had our official Camino 
Credencial Del Peregrino passport 
initialized. 

We received the updated hiking 
conditions for the first leg, which we 
were about to embrace on May 2.  
That first leg meant we would hike up 
and over the Pyrenees and down the 
equally challenging slopes to the town 
Roncesvalles.

A rest day on Sunday May 1 was a 
welcome planned day, where we were 

able to explore the town, make a num-
ber of first acquaintances and confirm 
the way out of town in the morning. 
We were about to start kilometre one 
of the 800-km trek.

With much anticipation and some 
degree of trepidation, we were off. 
With an 8 a.m. start, we were soon 
facing the 30-degree uphill grades — 
and it was relentless. 

As we ascended, we crossed the 
border between France and Spain 
about two-thirds the way up the 
mountain. Humidity, fog and cloud 
cover at the higher elevations were 
pronounced — so much so one could 
not see past 25 meters. 

At first we saw this as a hindrance, 
but in hindsight it was a blessing 
because we couldn’t see the next hill 
facing us. We spent eight hours in the 
climb, followed by an additional 90 
minutes down an equally challenging 
grade, arriving in Roncesvalles at our 
accommodations at a monastery. 

Up and ready for our second day, 
having enjoyed a full breakfast, we 
were off. The trail was somewhat 
kinder with well-groomed paths and 
manageable slopes. 

We walked into Zubiri around 3:30 
p.m., having had a couple of breaks 
along the way at side cafés and a food 
truck stop. 

Our stay was in one of the more 
unique places along the Camino, 
having originally been a private home 
built in 1662. It was constructed such 
that livestock occupied the ground 
floor, with the owners living on the 
second floor, and grain storage on 
the third floor. It had been converted 
to a B&B style business and was still 
owned by descendants of the original 
builder.

We ventured on day after day, 
meeting wonderful people and seeing 
incredible scenery as we walked step 
by step across Spain’s somewhat rug-
ged terrain. 

One couple had the scripture 
Jeremiah 29:8 written on their hiking 
poles, “For I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord. Plans to pros-
per you and not harm you. Plans to 
give you hope and a future.” I repaired 
their poles and we met a couple of 
times throughout the Camino trek.

Pamplona was our next stop, and 

it was here that my son, David, would 
depart for home in London, UK. It 
was wonderful to have these few days 
with him in this quiet environment. 
He also walked the last few days with 
me back in 2017. 

It was in this city where we had 
drinks at the Ernest Hemmingway’s 
Bar — neat history, and for those who 
might have seen the news, the Run-
ning of the Bulls takes place annually 
during the second week of July.

As I did on my 2017 Camino, I 
would hold one family from my par-
ish or personal family up in prayer. 
I carried eighty-five colored ribbons 
clipped to my backpack, all signed by 
members of my Trinity parish fam-

ily, along with many from those who 
attend the Chateau de Champlain 
weekly services. 

It allowed many to virtually walk 
the Camino with me. Upon my return, 
I gave the ribbons back to those who 
signed them. Those ribbons travelled 
the full 800 kms through to Santiago, 
Spain.

The planned Camino 2022 had two 
single days of rest built in. The first oc-
curred at Burgos. It was here we would 
say good bye to our second team 
member, Paul, who was on his way 
home to Vancouver. This left a team of 
four to complete the full Camino — as 
planned.

Routine became the norm: break-

My Camino 
journey

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:  The Rev. 
Steven Scribner during his Camino 
walk, somewhere in Spain;  Steven 
and his fellow pilgrims during a 
group dinner; The Cruz de Ferro- 
Iron Cross - at the highest point 
of the pilgrimage, in the French 
Pyrenees. The base of the cross 
is covered in rocks brought from 
home by pilgrims; art installation 
in Santiago, the final stop on the 
pilgrimage, in northwestern Spain.

THE NEW BRUNSWICK ANGLICAN  /  11    OCTOBER 2022OCTOBER 2022

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

C A M I N O    J O U R N E Y

fast at 7:30, on the trail by 8 a.m., 
breaks as needed, and a mid-after-
noon lunch. By then it was time to 
check in, clean up, take a Spanish si-
esta and then meet for drinks at 6 p.m. 
with dinner around 7 p.m. Bedtime 
was 9 p.m. 

This routine meant we were always 
ready for the next day’s adventure — 
all 39 of them. 

Part of the routine was no one was 
left behind in the morning. However, 
we all walked at our own pace as there 
was no time line to finish the day’s 
walk. 

The most important part of one’s 
routine was listening to one’s body and 
aching joints and sore feet. An ounce 

of care in all these areas paid huge 
dividends in the enjoyment of walking 
day after day across Spain.

We attended Mass about every 
second evening throughout our jour-
ney. One can get a little overwhelmed 
with the gold leaf glitter of the interior 
grandness of these cathedrals — to 
the point they become a distraction. 
I would suggest the most spiritual 
services were in the more minimal 
churches — bare masonry walls with 
a simple wooden or stone altar and a 
plain wooden cross. 

Two of these such sacred spaces 
can be found in Rabanal del Camino 
and at the top of O Cebreiro. I find 
the simplest to be the best and it 

goes along with the minimalization 
the Camino has to offer those who 
choose.

In preparation for the Camino, 
one should consider the following as 
musts: 

• Get physically ready for the stress 
and exposure you are about to put 
your body through. Walking on aver-
age 25 kms per day at a reasonable 
rate of 4.5 km per hour is a 5-6 hour 
walk non-stop. 

• If you plan on 25 kms a day, 
walk 25 kms per day for seven days 
at home. Then go and get your feet 
sized and break in new hiking boots 
prior to the walk. Purchase a hiking 
backpack with rain cover, proper rain 

gear, a hat with good coverage, proper 
clothing and good quality hiking 
poles — all available at good outfitting 
stores. 

• Pick up a good Camino guide 
book. This helps prepare for the trip 
and gives you helpful hints for the 
next day’s adventure. 

• And finally, take some time and 
talk with those who have walked the 
Camino before you. There are many 
ways to experience the Camino and 
you have to choose the right options 
for you.

I finished my Camino 2022 on June 
6. A few days later I reflected upon my 
memories and my journal and came 
up with 25 life lessons learned.

If I were to embrace them going 
forward, I would not only be slightly 
different, but possibly somewhat 
improved. 

When I was walking the 2017 
Camino, a fellow mentioned to me 
“today you are walking the Camino 
– the rest of your life you will live the 
Camino.” 

When one lives a more minimal-
ized life, disconnected from the world 
for 39 days, one sees the world differ-
ently. The Camino reminds us that we 
are all equal — no matter race, colour 
or stature in society. Once on the 
Camino with hiking boots, poles and a 
back-pack, all are equal. 

Another great lesson learned from 
a very personal experience while on 
this Camino is one should never take 
even a moment in time for granted. 
All can change in the blink of an eye.

Although the Camino may be out 
of reach for many, I urge all to find 
a way to intentionally slow your life 
and really be one with God and His 
Creation.

My 2022 Camino experience would 
not have been possible without the 
support of Heather back home looking 
after all my worldly responsibilities, 
and the number of clergy and lay sup-
port who looked after Trinity in order 
for me to disappear for this extended 
period of time. 

And I would like to thank Deborah 
and Jouni Kraft, and my other Camino 
family members, Daniel, Paul and 
David. Without them, this Camino 
would not have been what it was and 
will develop into for me. How blessed 
I am to have these wonderful people 
in my life.

I can be reached at anytime for 
more information on Camino Frances 
preparation or answer any questions 
you might have. (steven.g.scribner@
gmail.com) You can also revisit my 
blog for the entire Camino 2022 by 
the following blog site, sgscribner.
blogspot.com .
The Rev. Steven Scribner is the priest-in-
charge in the Parish of Saint John.
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BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

An idea for a pilot project 
turned into a great blessing 
this summer in the Parish of 
Shediac.

The parish rented a cottage 
near their church in Shediac 
Cape for two weeks and invit-
ed two clergy families to come 
and stay, no strings attached.

“The idea came from the 
Ministry and Mission Com-
mittee of the parish,” said the 
Ven. Brent Ham, parish rector. 

The parish earns income 
from land leases, and uses 
some of the money for mis-
sions — in this case, cottage 
rental.

Brent finds it more than a co-
incidence that at the same time 
they were mulling over this plan, 
the cottage owner approached 
him with a similar idea. 

No strings attached:

A vacation 
cottage for 
clergy

ABOVE:  OLIVIA SPRINGTHORPE takes in the many sights of Shediac Bay. She and her family spent a week in July at 
a cottage especially rented for clergy families by the Parish of Shediac. TOP RIGHT: The Revs. Bob and Bonnie 
LeBlanc enjoyed a week at the cottage in August. RIGHT:  Lots to enjoy by the ocean, both day and night.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Renting such a cottage is 
out of the question for most 
clergy.

“To get a waterfront cottage 
in Shediac in prime season — 
$2,000 a week is not unheard 
of,” said Brent.

The cottage, at 78 Chan-
dler Road, Shediac Cape, has 
three bedrooms and a large 
deck, and is just down the 
lane from St. Martin in-the-
Woods Anglican Church. It 
was built in 1951 for the Rev. 
Canon Sydenham Lindsay and 
his wife, Millicent. Sydenham 
served in Quebec, but Mil-
licent’s great-grandfather, Wil-
liam Hanington, was a founder 
of Shediac.

Despite the cottage be-
ing virtually next door to the 
parish church, there was no 
expectation from the parish.

“No one was asked to do 

services. It was not a trade,” 
said Brent. “It was just for 
relaxation.”

Choosing who to bless was 
largely left to a higher power.

“Based on some advice and 
input from the bishop, the par-
ish selected,” said Brent. “He’s 
got the bigger picture.”

One factor in the decision-
making was to focus on fami-
lies that might not be able to 
enjoy such a gift on their own. 

The aim all along has been 
to bless clergy. 

“Our goal was just to care 
for our clergy and share the 
blessings,” said Brent. “We re-
ally value the leadership in our 
diocese and wanted to bless 
them.

“This was a two-week pilot 
project,” said Brent, adding he’s 
hopeful the Ministry and Mis-
sion Committee will want to 

continue the project next year. 

BOB & BONNIE LEBLANC
The Rev. Canon Bonnie 

LeBlanc and the Rev. Bob 
LeBlanc spent the last week of 
August watching the sunrise 
over Shediac Bay from their 
bed, enjoying the bird life, sit-
ting on the deck watching the 
boats, water skiers and jet skis 
go by, and entertaining friends 
and family.

“Just another day in para-
dise!” said Bob.

The location was perfect as 
they both have family in Nova 
Scotia who made the trip to 
visit. 

“It’s so relaxing,” said Bon-
nie. “It’s a lovely cottage. Some-
body is very good at interior 
design.

“I don’t know how many 
times I’ve said this, but we are 

so blessed. We’re very grateful.”
 
THE SPRINGTHORPE FAMILY

Kristen, Eli, Jeremy, and 
Olivia Springthorpe spent a 
week in early July, enjoying 
the weather, nearby tourist 
activities and the ocean. After 
having lost their husband and 
father, the Rev. Jonathan, in 
April, it was a cherished time 
to relax together.

“The use of the Shediac 
cottage was a huge blessing 
for our family,” said Kristen. 
“It was gifted to us at a time 
when our family needed a kind 
of respite and time away in a 
new-to-us place.  

“The cottage itself is quite 
charming. The peaceful sur-
roundings lend itself to rest 
and quality family time. We are 
very grateful for the time we 
spent there.”  
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The New Brunswick Angli-
can has been asking for stories 
to help celebrate Clergy Appre-
ciation Month. The September 
edition had several stories and 
a list of what you or your par-
ish can do to mark the month. 

1 Thessalonians 5:12-13:   Now we ask you, brothers, to respect those 
who work hard among you, who are over you in the Lord and who 
admonish you. Hold them in the highest regard in love because of their 
work. Live in peace with each other.

Here are the final stories:
 

THE REV. CANON  
FRAN BEDELL 
In celebration of my 35th year 
of ordination, the Parish of 
Madawaska presented me with 

a cheque for $3,500 to be used 
to support any service organi-
zation of my choice. 

I divided the money equally 
between PWRDF, World Vi-
sion, Habitat for Humanity, 
M&S, Good Shepherd Food 

Bank, Operation Eyesight and 
Doctors Without Borders. 

In addition, a nice lunch 
was served after our worship 
service, which included some 
of my favorite hymns. 

In many ways during the 
year, I feel their support through 
little acts of kindness, much 
love and unexpected treats. I am 
truly blessed to be here. 

HUGH BATEMAN,  
PARISH OF SHEDIAC

When the Ven. Cathy 
Laskey served in the Parish of 
Shediac, she played hockey in 
the women’s league. 

We thought it would be 
great fun to attend one of her 
games and for her not to know 
we were coming. So on the ap-
pointed night, about a dozen of 
us were in the stands with lots 
of appropriate noise makers. 

Every time Cathy got the 
puck on her stick, we all went 
crazy cheering her on. 

In hindsight, I’m rather 
doubtful that it improved her 
performance on the ice, but 
we had a lot of fun doing it. 
Cathy’s teammates were totally 

impressed with her personal 
cheering section, and we were 
able to show Cathy how much 
we really appreciated her.

I haven’t been to a hockey 
game since where I had as 
much fun! 

THE VEN. CATHY LASKEY 
I was a priest in the parish and 
of course, they knew I played 
hockey. One day they showed up 
— more of a crowd than usual.

They were all up in one 
corner. They brought cowbells, 
a horn — it was quite noisy!

I greatly appreciated hav-
ing my church family there. 
Whenever I got the puck, they 
went wild. It was really encour-
aging to me and to my team. 
They thought it was so neat.

It was a little thing, but it 
meant they supported me, they 
knew my hobbies and they 
often talked to me about it.

It’s not just getting a gift 
card in October. It’s these little 
things like being interested in 
your priest, all throughout the 
year, that say you matter; that 
we appreciate your ministry 
and we appreciate you.

ON SUNDAY, MAY 8, the Parish of Madawaska (St. John the Baptist Anglican and St. Paul’s United) 
hosted a Mother’s Day tea. This was the first time in three years that we were able to celebrate our 
mothers and to celebrate Canadian and American parishioners being together again. We all gathered 
to enjoy tea, cucumber sandwiches, cream cakes and scones with clotted cream and much more. 
Ladies with white hats and gloves brightened the church. A fun time was had by all. 

Mothers’ Day Tea

MICHAEL CORBIN PHOTOS
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Thanksgiving - an exercise in remembering
BY TERENCE CHANDRA

Every Tuesday morn-
ing I lead a conversa-
tion group for people 

learning English as a second 
language — a group hosted 
by the Saint John Newcomer’s 
Resource Centre.  
     My eclectic group of con-
versation partners is made 
up of people who hail from 
four different global regions: 
Eastern Europe, Asia, Latin 
America and the Middle East.  
     Recently, we talked about 
the North American holiday 
of Thanksgiving, comparing it 
to other harvest festivals from 
around the world.  
     Needless to say, it was a 
fascinating conversation — 
one where we were all able to 
share the cultural practices 
and traditions, unique to our 
region of the globe. 
     The ancient Jews, of course, 
had their own harvest festival. 
During this festival, everyone 
was required to gather up the 
first fruits of their land and 
proceed to “the dwelling place 
for God’s name” (likely a refer-
ence to the Jerusalem Temple).  
     There, at the temple, they 
would make a thanksgiving 
offering to the Lord. 
     However, before making 
this thanksgiving offering, 

everyone was required to recite 
a brief history of the nation: 
“A wandering Aramean was 
my ancestor...” (Deuteronomy 
26:5) the offeror would say — a 
clear reference to Father Abra-
ham, the ancestor of the Jewish 
people.  
     Then, starting with Abra-
ham, he would proceed to 
rehearse the entire history of 
his people — from slavery in 
Egypt to Passover liberation, 

from desert journey to settle-
ment in the promised land — 
“a land flowing with milk and 
honey” (Deuteronomy 26:9).  
     The offerer would then take 
the fruit of that very land, set 
it before the altar and bow 
reverently.  
     From this, we learn the 
following truth: Gratitude is 
a function of memory. It is 
when we recollect our story 
— paying particular atten-

tion to the moments when we 
were the gratuitous recipients 
of kindness, mercy, love and 
charity — that we are the most 
thankful.  
     This recollection of bless-
ing needs to be a deliberate 
act. With the all-too human 
tendency to highlight the 
negative, it seems as if we have 
to be particularly intentional 
about calling to mind “what-
ever is true, whatever is noble, 

whatever is right, whatever is 
pure” (Philippians 4:8). 
     Since ancient times, the 
church has ritualized this 
recollection of blessing in what 
we call “the Eucharist”— a 
celebration that takes its name 
from the Greek word eucha-
risteo, which literally means to 
give thanks.  
     During the most solemn 
portion of this ritual, the priest 
stands before the bread and 
wine, reciting the story of 
salvation — the story of Jesus’ 
life, death and resurrection. 
From the recollection of the 
story, thanksgiving naturally 
flows.  
     This Thanksgiving, it may 
be helpful to consciously recall 
your own story. When were 
you ever the recipient of pecu-
liar grace? 
     Who journeyed by your 
side, offering you love, com-
panionship and support? 
     How does your story con-
nect with the great story of 
salvation? Recall these things 
and, as you recall, give thanks. 
The Rev. Terence Chandra, 
with his wife, the Rev. Jasmine 
Chandra, lead an uptown 
mission in Saint John called 
Pennies & Sparrows. They are 
also the priests-in-charge at 
Stone Church. 

DAVID TRINKS ON UNSPLASH

Cemetery clean-up made good use of volunteers
BY CONNOR DEMERCHANT 

On the evening of May 17th, a 
group of about 30 volunteers 
gathered at St. James Church, 
Long Reach, in the Parish of 
Kingston to clean the cem-
etery. 

Plagued by an infestation 
of grubs, large sections of the 
grass in the cemetery had 
been up-rooted by scavenging 

animals and birds. 
With rakes, pitchforks, and 

other tools in hand, parish-
ioners, local residents, and 
a large group from the Long 
Reach Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment spent almost three hours 
raking torn up sod, clearing 
away the piles, and smooth-
ing out the exposed earth for 
re-seeding. 

Halfway though the eve-

TOP LEFT:  CEMETERY clean-up at St. James Church, Long Reach.
ABOVE:  A rainbow appeared halfway through the evening.

ning, just as the group of 
volunteers were breaking for 
a repast of pizza, the arch of a 
stunning full rainbow graced 
the sky. 

The generosity shown by 
so many volunteers willing to 
give their energy and time to 
this immense project was truly 
a testament to the close-knit 
community of the Kingston 
Peninsula and the character of 

its inhabitants. 
A special ‘thank you’ is 

extended to Tom Meade who 
organized the clean-up.

SUBMITTED PHOTOS
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Lunch Connection – Summer Edition  

BY GISELE MCKNIGHT

Every Tuesday and Friday at 
lunch time this summer, there’s 
a multi-generational party-like 
atmosphere at 251 Wentworth 
Street in Saint John’s south 
end.

Three canopy tents are 
pitched, one for reading library 
books, one for lunch items and 
new books to take home, and 
one just for relaxing and enjoying 
the day. There are games being 
played, parents chatting, people 
eating, and a big Salvation Army 
van passing out hot dogs.

Today’s lunch also includes 
cheese strings, pita and hum-
mus, carrots, pears, apples, 
oranges, granola bars, fruit 
chews, crackers, Rice Krispie 
squares, water and juice.

This is Inner City Youth 
Ministry’s Lunch Connec-
tion - Summer Edition, and 
it’s meeting a need in one of 
Saint John’s priority neigh-
bourhoods. Sometimes the 
need isn’t necessarily food, but 
socialization.

“It’s an awesome program,” 
says Christina. “We come 
pretty much every week. The 
kids just like to come and see 
the other kids and play games.”

At one o’clock the crowd 
thins, volunteers take down 
the tables and put away the 
chairs and toys, the staff from 
the Saint John Public Library 
loads their books in a wagon, 
and the tents come down. The 
van moves off the curb, the 
kids wave, and another multi-
partner outreach event draws 
to a close.

A second aspect of the 
Lunch Connection is the back-
pack program. On Fridays, 
before people leave, 38 of them 
who’ve signed up, get a recipe, 
the ingredients and instruc-
tions to make a supper. The 
change this year, despite a big 
jump in grocery prices, is the 
addition of meat, cheese and 
fresh produce.

BACKPACK PROGRAM 
“This is the fifth year we’ve 
done this program,” said Erin 
Rideout, executive director 
of ICYM, noting their part-
nership with the library, the 
Salvation Army and PULSE, a 
grassroots organization serving 
the priority neighbourhood of 
the Lower South End, where 
ICYM is now headquartered.

“It’s the fourth for the 
backpack program. A lot of our 

families are new, and some we’ve 
gotten to know over the years.

“This summer has gone 
great. We have funding for 38 
families for backpacks. This is 
our biggest number yet.”

The Lunch Connection - 
Summer Edition expanded to 
the North End this year, where 
once a week, they held a pic-
nic, and 10 families got bags of 
food, sponsored by the YMCA 
Early Learning Centre.

RECIPES 
Erin led a recipe upgrade this 
year, including the addition of 
Halal and vegetarian recipes to 
meet the needs of the neigh-
bourhood. 

“We’re able to be flexible, 

and the recipe comes with 
simple instructions and all the 
food equipment they need. It’s 
all customized.”

But the recipe and instruc-
tions are not intended for one-
time use only. 

“The idea is to buy items 
where people with low in-
comes could shop,” said Bon-
nie Hunt, program assistant. 
“We hope this is just the first 
time they’ll make it.”

Much of the food comes 
from discount grocery stores, 
and the recipe indicates the 
cost of each item.

So far this summer, their 
recipes have included broccoli 
salad, chicken tetrazzini, sau-
sage and peppers skillet, ranch 

chicken and veggie bake, pulled 
pork, and chicken Caesar pasta 
salad. Broccoli salad has proven 
to be the most popular.

LUNCH CONNECTION –  
CLOTH BAGS STILL NEEDED 
With summer now a memory, 
thoughts turn to fall, and for 
Erin and Bonnie, that means 
the return of volunteers to pre-
pare hundreds of lunches each 
week for several area schools.

The Lunch Connection will 
add one school in October, 
though it has room for two 
more, which were not con-
firmed as of press time. 

They are getting grant mon-
ey here and there to help fund 
their efforts, and of course, the 

1,600 cloth lunch bags that so 
many readers sewed for the 
project since the beginning of 
the year have been instrumen-
tal in curbing paper bag costs 
and easing the environmental 
footprint of the group.

“We still need bags,” said 
Erin. “We’re happy to have 
more.”

As of June, they prepared 
a minimum of 400 lunches, 
three times a week, so more 
lunch bags means more flex-
ibility for laundry, missing and 
torn bags. With the anticipated 
addition of more schools, the 
need for more cloth lunch bags 
will increase.

So please keep sewing, said 
Erin!

It’s more than food for  
priority neighbourhoods

TOP LEFT:  Rachel Manning 
reads a story to three boys.

ABOVE: Liz England of the 
Salvation Army plays Snakes & 
Ladders with Jayda and Lily.

ABOVE: KAYLEE PICKS items for lunch. BELOW: A wide 
shot of the Lunch Connection event; The Salvation Army 
outreach van.

TOP RIGHT:  Jayda plays one of 
the many games available for 
kids.  
ABOVE: Bonnie Hunt and 
Erin Rideout during clean-up.

MCKNIGHT PHOTOS

MISSION IN MOTION:  food security
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NEARLY EVERYONE FROM St. George’s 
congregation (Parish of Bathurst) wore red 
to celebrate Pentecost Sunday. The hope 
was an outdoor photograph, but rain did 
not permit so everyone headed to the hall 
following the service. 

JUNE 5 PENTECOST CELEBRATIONS were held inside at St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Fredericton due to thunder and lightning, 
but the bouncy castle fit and both kids and adults had a good 
time. As we were packing up for the evening we were graced with a 
beautiful double-rainbow — a lovely end to a wonderful gathering. 
Extra special thanks to our barbecue masters, GoGo for use of 
their bouncy castle, and all the volunteers that allowed us to meet 
together and celebrate the Holy Spirit. Bless you all!  
Submitted photos.

Pentecost Sunday celebrations

CRAIG HILLS-NICKUM PHOTO
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PETITCODIAC “GAMES ‘N GRUB” NIGHT, held Aug. 30, was a much 
anticipated evening of summer fun and food for everyone at St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Church in the Parish of Salisbury and Havelock. 
Both adults and kids had a great time playing, chatting and snacking.  
In top left photo, Cheryl Whitehead (right) served up barbecue 
delights with the help of Blanche Prince (centre). The barbecued meats 
were sourced from a local butcher. 
Above photo, both adults and youth enjoyed the playground  and 
traditional outdoor games. 
At left, in the sand box, were Alex Smith and Logan McMackin.

CHRIS HAYES PHOTOS

Games ‘n Grub night

MISSION IN MOTION: community
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LUNCH CONNECTION STAFF AND volunteers 
celebrated the United Way’s support for the fall 
expansion project in May. The Lunch Connection, 
part of Inner City Youth Ministry in Saint John, 
serves hundreds of packed lunches to elementary 
school students in several area schools three days 
a week.
Back row from left, Carolyn Scarth, Pat Kaine, 
Diane Halsall, Tanya James, Ben Gillcrist. Front 
row from left, Jennifer Tobias, Janice Stafford, 
Gail Lockhart, Erin Rideout (ICYM), Bonnie Hunt 
(ICYM), Melody Mayberry, Emil Olsen.

Lunch Connection

SUBMITTED PHOTO

MISSION IN MOTION:  food security

The Rev. Steven Scribner, priest-in-charge in the Parish of Saint John, recent Camino pilgrim

Favourite book of the Bible - Romans  
Birthplace - Saint John
What you love most about God – He is ever presence in our daily lives
Favourite place on Earth - Kingston Peninsula 
Farthest you’ve been from home - The French Pyrenees (this spring while walking the 
Camino)
Favourite meal or dessert - Having a sweet tooth, anything lemon
Biggest fear – The state of the church for our next generation
Hidden talent – Not sure. Must be still hidden
Favourite movie or book – All our Born Days by Doris Calder. It’s the United Empire 
Loyalists’ story and settling of Kingston, N.B.
Your hobby – Antique automobiles 
Three things always in your fridge – Orange Juice, bacon, diet Pepsi
Favourite sports team - Winnipeg Jets (having lived in Wpg when they returned)
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The Rev. Chris Hayes is a 
musician as well as a priest 
serving in the Parish of 
Salisbury and Havelock. 

A closer look at...

Episcopal 
Announcements

“SHARING HOPE & HELP”

M U S I C   C O M M E N T A R Y

A new season, and a new 
feature in this article!  

Several times this 
year, I’ll be taking a closer 
look at one particular song by 
a recording artist who is also 
Christian (though not neces-
sarily recording on a Christian 
music label).  

These songs are not written 
to be overt hymns or praise 
songs, though they often call 
such music to mind.  Also, the 
thoughts, ideas, and ques-
tions presented here do not 
presume to know the mind of 
the songwriter; they are rather 
musings and ideas raised up 
for consideration.  

You can listen to them on 
Spotify, Apple Music, or on 
YouTube, if you don’t own a 
copy already. So, without fur-
ther ramblings, off we go.

In 2021, the band Need-
tobreathe released an album 
called Into the Mystery. On 
that album was a track called “I 
am Yours.” While most of the 
band’s music invokes Christian 
ethics/morals and themes, this 
song is one of their most overt, 
in that it is a song of devotion 
to God (though He is never 
mentioned specifically in the 
song; Neetobreathe is sort of 
like U2 in that way).

This song tackles some of 
the feelings people have in 
their relationship with their 
Creator. As you can see in the 
song’s first verse, sometimes 
a person can forget just how 
present God is in their life, as 
well as in the world around 

Needtobreathe’s song, “I Am Yours”

them, and that God cares for 
them; they are valuable to 
Him.  

Too often, a person can 
forget this (hence the lines, 
“So why do I still try to prove 
/ That I don’t deserve your 
time?”). The chorus itself 
reflects amazement that we 
are not forgotten, but actually 
valued by God.

Ironically, the second verse 
shows that we can adopt a 
way of life that speaks of not 
needing God at all. The popu-
lar image of “walking on a 
ledge” serves as a metaphor to 
describe how precarious life is, 
even if we don’t realize it.  

A person can believe in 
themselves too much, even to 
the point of controlling things 
beyond their influence (like 
gravity, for example!).  In spite 

of such arrogance, God loves 
us then, too.

“We say, don’t let the rain 
come, / ‘Cause we got our res-
ervations.” Here is God shown 
in a metaphor again. The idea 
of facing God head on scares 
a lot of people, once they 
think about it, for many would 
rather not face God, know-
ing themselves and the things 
they’ve done in life (though 
they often forget so much good 
in times like this).  

As Bear Rhinehart, lead 
singer of the band and writer 
of this song, has cleverly writ-
ten, the water that we need 
(God himself) is going to find 
us eventually.  

In the end (the last verse), 
we get the only blatant bit of 
Biblical imagery in this song, 
referring to God as vine, and 
us as branches. After all the 
song has stated, he is grateful 
for God and His love for him 
(and us, by extension): “I’m 
still blown away you’re mine.  

And this is where so many 
find themselves — not con-
sumed in grief at the thought 
of their many sins, but happy 
(dare I think, joyful) that God 
still loves and commits Him-
self to us in spite of this.  

I believe this is where the 
song wants us to land, and 
the message it wants to leave 
is this: “I am yours / And you 
will always be mine”.

Lyrics to “I am Yours”

The Rev. Canon Leo Martin 
has been appointed Archdea-
con of Saint John, effective 
Sept. 1 for a three-year term.

The Rev. Dan McMullen has 
been appointed Associate 
Priest in the shared ministry 
of the Parishes of Sussex, 
Waterford and St. Mark’s, 
effective Sept. 1. He leaves the 
role of Missioner Priest in the 
upper Kennebecasis Valley.

The Ven. Keith Osborne has 

resigned as Archdeacon of 
Saint John and Director of Se-
nior Ministry in the Deanery 
of Saint John, effective Aug. 31.

Rick Cunningham has been 
appointed a deacon in the 
Parish of Moncton, effective as 
of the date of his ordination — 
Sept. 11.

Sometimes I’m under starlit sky, 
But I’m feeling more like dirt. 
How do I forget so fast, 
Who you are, and what that’s worth? 
‘Cause there’s an evidence of you, 
In every corner of this life. 
So why do I still try to prove 
That I don’t deserve your time? 

Chorus: ‘Cause I am yours 
    And you will always be mine 
    It seems like madness, I’m invited 
    To the table by your side 
     ’Cause I am yours, 
     And you will always be mine. 
     I’m a man whose one ambition 
     Is to dance with my divine. 
     ‘Cause I am yours, 
     And you are, you are, you are 
     You are mine. 

Sometimes I’m walking on a ledge, 
And I am afraid to just look down. 
It’s like I think I’m in control 
I’m giving gravity to doubt. 
But you love me where I am, 
Enough for you to not look back. 
And it’s the only kind of love 
That I have ever felt like that. (chorus)

‘We say no, don’t let the rain come; 
‘Cause we got our reservations. 
But the water that we need 
Is bound to overtake us.
If I had to write a story, 
Of the greatest love in time, 
I would have to sing of you - 
How I’m this branch and you’re the vine. 
And the romance that we have, oh, 
it’s easy by design, 
I was fortunate to find you, I’m still blown away 
you’re mine. (chorus)
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This is another in a series entitled Faith In Action: Building Hope For Tomorrow In The Face Of Climate Change, 
put together by the Ven. Kevin Stockall, Hannah Westner and Andrew Mathis, all of the Parish of St. Mary, York in 
Fredericton, with the help of additional guest writers.
 
The series sprang from a helpful book study last spring on Jim Antal’s Climate Church; Climate World. The series 
hopes to explore the role that Church must play as part of humanity’s response to the climate crisis, offering 
theological and scientific background as well as practical tips and advice.

F A I T H    I N    A C T I O N
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