Are You a Doer of the Word?

James 1:22-25

The book of James is about practical Christianity. James wants to move his readers past mere profession of faith to an active experiential walk. The Word is crucial in this process but when presented with truth, we need to obey!
I. The Need for Obedient Doing (v. 21-23)
A. Receiving (v.21) - 
B. Revealing (v.23) -

C. Responding (v.22) - 

II. The Problem of Listening Only (v. 22)
A. You Deceive Yourself - 
1. Intention ≠ Action

2. Knowledge ≠ Growth

3. Salvation ≠ Profession

B.  You Remain Unchanged -
1. Truth is Forgotten

2. Foundation is Faulty

C. You Forfeit God’s Blessing -
1. God Blesses Obedience

2. God Transforms Us

III. The Benefits of Being a Doer (v. 25)

A. You Will be Free -
B. You Will be Changed -
C. You Will be Blessed -
God reveals His truth to us in His Word and by His Spirit. We can deceive ourselves, believing we will put this truth into practice. But if we fail to obey, we are in danger of a stagnant faith at best, or a dead profession at worst!
Going Deeper:
1. Some have criticized James for making faith in Christ about doing works. Do you agree with that criticism, or do you think these critics have mis- understood the main point James is making?  
2. Have you ever “received” the truth of God’s Word in a way that it did not bear fruit? Last week we saw just how crucial it is to prepare your heart to receive God’s truth. Once received, why is putting it into practice so important? 
3. What happens when God’s revealed truth is acted upon? What is the dynamic released when someone adds obedience to the equation?   
4. Have you ever known someone who knows a lot about God’s Word (very knowledgeable) but their lives do not reflect the character of Christ?
5. James says there is a dangerous tendency to fool yourself into believing you have put truth into practice. What do you see as the primary danger?
6. Personal: Are you a doer of the Word? As you read scripture and see God’s truth, do you step out in faith and put that truth into practice? Or do you convince yourself you will do it soon?
Questions for Our Kids:  
1. When your Mom and Dad tell you to do something, how soon should you do it? Do you always obey right away, or do you sometimes wait? 
2. Why do you think obeying is so important? Have you ever gotten into trouble when you disobeyed? 
3. Can you talk with your Mom and Dad about some characters from the Bible who did not obey God and got into trouble? When God speaks to us through His Word, we should always listen and obey!
