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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. -John 1:5
 

On Thursday, September 22, 2022 we will observe the autumn equinox. This is the date
where the Northern Hemisphere will have an equal amount of daylight and darkness; 12
hours of each. After this day, until the Spring Equinox, we will have more darkness than

light on a daily basis. 
 

I feel this way about our world. I feel this way about our community. And in truth, I feel
this way about our denomination. I feel that we are experiencing more darkness than

daylight. Sometimes I need to be reminded of what John wrote in John 1:5 “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 

 
We are living in interesting times. In a way, I still feel like we are in the darkness from

COVID. We are in dark times politically. We are in dark times as Methodist. And even our
church has had its share of darkness over the years. But praise be to God, the light will

overcome!
 

I also have personal darkness; places in my heart, mind, and spirit I would rather not
bring to light. Doing so is painful, but then again, growth always is. But growing things

need light. 
 

But not all is lost, not even close. Our light, in many areas, is shining brighter than ever.
And we must remember that it is always darkest before dawn.

 
I believe that God has some incredible things in store for Trinity, for you and me. I think
the enemy realizes this as well and that is why we are experiencing both individual and

corporate spiritual warfare. But take heart for God has overcome the world. 
 

What dark spots are you battling right now in your own life? Physical illness or pain?
Mental health issues? Relational problems? Finances? Spiritual dryness? Something else?
Know this, you are not alone. We all struggle, maybe not with the same issues, but we all

struggle nonetheless. And that is why it is so important to be part of a church family, a
small group, an accountability group. We need each other. Going forward, Trinity is

looking for ways to make our church family grow closer to God and closer to each other
even while praying God grows our family every day.  

 
In many ways, we believers are like the moon. We do not so much produce our own light,

but more reflect the light from the sun/Son. Hide it under a bushel, NO. I’m gonna let it
shine. 

 
Looking forward to shining bright with you.

The school year has started and so
has Sunday School. Every Sunday
during Service the children have a

chance go the Sunday downstairs if
they are kindergarten - through 5
th grade. During service it will be

announced when it is time. We are
learning about what the bible is and

how to use it. If you would like
to volunteer, please let me know.

We also provide nursey services for
any children younger than

Kindergarten. We need volunteers
to

help. If that is something you are
interested in, please contact me.

Mark your calendars for the
Saturday evening of October 29 th .

We will be having our annual Fall
Festival

and Trunk or Treat. The Fall Festival
has also been a huge success and
we want to continue it. There will
be more information to come. If

you would like to volunteer, please
contact me or Kaleela. We are so
excited to begin planning for the

festival for this year.
Lynessa Grossman
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September 7 & 21 6:30 pm Praise & Prayer 
September 14 Special Ad Council 6pm

Builder’s Class
September 20 Women’s Bible Study 6pm

Builder’s Class
September 25-Where do we go from here?

Service on the future
October 9th 6:30 Recovery Worship

October 15th - 22nd Guatemala Missions
Trip

Upcoming Events 
 

 
 
 
 



 

Love God.
Love People.

Make Disciples.

“But now God has shown us a different way to heaven-not by “being good enough” and trying to keep
his laws, but by a new way (though not new, really, for the Scriptures told about it long ago).  Now God
says He will accept and acquit us - declare us “not guilty” - if we trust Jesus Christ to take away our sins. 
 And we all can be saved in the same way, by coming to Christ, no matter who we are or what we have
been like.  Yes, all have sinned; all fall short of God’s glorious ideal; yet now God declares us “not guilty”

of offending Him if we trust in Jesus Christ, who in His kindness freely takes away our sins”  (Romans
3:21-24 TLB)

 I read this version of these verses in Jesus and the Addict: Twelve Bible Studies for People Getting Free
from Drugs by Dr. Pam Morrison.  What a beautiful way to remind us that Jesus Christ died to forgive all
of our sins.  The regular churchgoer and the visitor.  The one who has lived his/her entire life for Christ,
and the one currently high in the alleyway.  Most of the people we meet through the ministry of Break

Free have battled addiction in the past, or are still actively using.  Our prayer is that through Break Free,
addicted people will see the love of Christ through us.   We pray that God will enable them to find and

receive Christ themselves, He will fill them with His Holy Spirit, and He will break them free of every
chain of addiction.  There is no true freedom from addiction without Jesus.  He is what we must cling to

because He is the only one that can fill the void in our lives.
 Recently, Brittney started hosting a Celebrate Recovery group at Trinity on Friday nights.  It is a way that

we can all get together, worship God, and praise Him for setting us free from addiction. But it also
reminds us that we need to continually cling to Him every day so that we don’t fall back into our old
habits.  Instead of looking back at the bad choices we made, Celebrate Recovery allows us to look

forward to the future as the new being we become in Christ.  We celebrate that, through Christ, we are
“transformed by the renewing of our minds.”  It’s because of this that we are able to “test and approve

what God’s will is-his good, pleasing, and perfect will” (Romans 12:2).  We are excited to see what God is
doing and what He will continue to do in the lives of these women!



The Library
Rhonda Hileman has
donated three books

which will of interest to
Trinity’s library. 

These are: I Love You
Mom.  Memories of her
mother Violet Hileman

Phister.
An Angel Watches Over

Me I Call Him Dad. 
 Memories of Lloyd

Hileman.
My Life’s Journey.

Thank you Rhonda for
such a wonderful

addition to our
collection. These books

and many
others are available for
anyone to borrow. Right

now the library is
located in the history 

archive room. Hopefully
a more accessible

placement for the books
will be made soon.

Youth News
 

School is back in full swing! We’re excited for this season of new beginnings
for many of our students. We also have some new programs starting up at

Trinity that we want to share.
Sunday Mornings we have brought back our kids classes for all ages. It has

been awhile since we have had a group for our middle and high school
students. We are now meeting up in the youth room after children are

dismissed during the service on Sunday. After discussing some options, the
youth have decided to go through the study, ‘Heaven is For Real’ together.
We will be discussing some of the mysteries about what happens after our
life here on Earth, along with the many questions of what we believe, and

what the Bible tells us about Heaven.
 

Weekly tutoring will be coming back starting this month. We decided to
take a break from tutoring after we had such little interest or turnout
towards the end of 2021. In the past month, many of the students that

attend our Thursday evening meetings have been asking us to bring
tutoring back. I am excited to see our students interested in learning and

seeking out help. Therefore we will be reopening our tutoring program from
4:30-5:30 on Mondays and Wednesdays for the month of September to gauge

interest and commitment from our students. During that time, we are
looking for willing volunteers to spend an hour helping children with

homework or growing basic skills. When asked what they were struggling
most with, the common answers from our students were Math, English,
Reading, and Social Studies. Our first day of tutoring will be Wednesday,
September 7th. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact me. 

 
That Thursday Thing

That Thursday Thing has continued to be one of our favorite events
throughout the week. Open gym begins at 4:30, and then at 5:30 we share a

meal together down in the Fireplace room. I would like to give a huge
THANK YOU to all of the wonderful volunteers who have been cooking for
us. The youth absolutely love the meals that have been brought, and have
even been tricked into enjoying vegetables at times, all thanks to you! Fun
fact about your youth director, I am a terrible cook, and the children know

it. I am so grateful to have such incredible support from all of you. If anyone
is interested in coming to experience a Thursday night with us, I highly

encourage you to come check it out. 


