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This evening we are here to remember and pay tribute to Queen Elizabeth II. She was a woman 
who was obviously admired and loved.  
 
I am sure many of you here tonight watched her funeral service this last week, and before that 
watched the queues of people stretching five miles, people waiting 15-20 hours to pay their 
respects. I know people from Canada flew to the UK to pay their respects. I, personally, admired 
her very much and followed her in the news and every year, I made sure to listen to her 
Christmas Day broadcast.  
 
There have been a lot of good reflections about here life, and they keep revolving around her 
commitment to two virtues: duty and service. Even though she was a monarch and one of the 
wealthiest women in the world, I think people were impressed that she managed to carry out her 
tasks with humility and grace, and even a little bit of dry humour thrown in from time to time. In 
his sermon at her funeral, the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby reflected that, on her 21st 
birthday, Elizabeth made her famous commitment to devote her life to service of the nation and 
the Commonwealth. He said, ‘rarely has such a promise been so well kept. Few leaders have 
seen the outpouring of love that we have seen.’ 
 
I confess I have prayed and pondered what I might say for this service of thanksgiving when 
others who knew her far better than me have already said it all. So, I thought I would just reflect 
for a few minutes on the foundation of her dedication to service which, of course, was her faith 
in Jesus Christ. One of the things that was significant for me when I heard about her death was 
the fact that her last official statement before she died was to the James Smith Cree Nation. You 
will recall that we were all praying for the people of James Smith after the horrific murders. We 
sent two people from our own diocese to be present. In the midst of that tragedy, Elizabeth 
wrote: ‘I would like to extend my condolences to those who have lost loved ones in the attacks 
that occurred this past weekend in Saskatchewan. My thoughts and prayer are with those 
recovering from injuries and grieving such horrific losses. I mourn with all Canadians at this 
tragic time.’ For many, to say that you are in one’s thoughts and prayers can be a bit of a 
throwaway line. But one thing we know about Elizabeth is that she was a strong Christian and a 
person of prayer. We know that at the end of her life, she did hold the people of James Smith in 
prayer.  
 
Elizabeth, of course, had a very public role in terms of religion. She was the Supreme Governor 
of the Church of England, and she held the title of Defender of the Faith. But for Elizabeth, it 
was clear she also had a strong personal faith. Kenneth MacKenzie, who for 15 years was the 
domestic chaplain to the Queen when she was in Balmoral and pastor at the local Presbyterian 
church, said, ‘I think there have been only two Sundays since I've been here - apart from Covid 
times - that she didn't come to church.” When in Scotland, she attended the local church of 
Crathie Kirk where she had a saved spot. This wasn’t an Anglican church, but Presbyterian. 
MacKenzie speculated that it might have allowed her to feel she could just be a member of the 
congregation rather than a figure of authority.  



 
Part of her faith came from her grandfather George V and father George VI. She remembered 
that her grandfather read a chapter of scripture every night until the end of his life, and her father 
would sing hymns to her at night when she was a child. She grew up found of the Bible, prayer 
book and hymnal. And she knew her bible and prayer book very well.  
 
The former Archbishop of York John Sentamu remembered she had a formidable knowledge of 
hymns, psalms and scripture. He said, “woe betide you if you were a preacher and you 
misquoted. The Queen would graciously say, ‘were you meaning to say this?’ or ‘were you in the 
right book?’” He said Elizabeth committed to memory the words of the most popular hymns, and 
she frequently quoted psalms.  
 
In her many talks and references though, Christ’s message of service was what really stirred her 
soul. It was the theme she would come back to again and again. For her, this was discipleship; 
service was what it meant to follow Christ. In her Christmas broadcast in 2000, she said, ‘For 
me, the teaching of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework 
in which I try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times 
from Christ’s words and example.’ 
 
In 2008, she echoed this by saying, ‘I hope that, like me, you will be comforted by the example 
of Jesus of Nazareth who, often in circumstances of great adversity, managed to live an outgoing, 
unselfish and sacrificial life … He makes it clear that genuine human happiness and satisfaction 
lie more in giving than receiving; more in serving than in being served.’ 
 
The story she referred to most often in her talks was, not surprisingly, the story of the Good 
Samaritan. In 1989 she reflected on it. ‘It's not very difficult to apply that story to our own times 
and to work out that our neighbours are those of our friends, or complete strangers, who need a 
helping hand. Do you think they might also be some of the living species threatened by spoiled 
rivers, or some of the children in places like Ethiopia and Sudan who don't have enough to eat? 
… it would be splendid to think that in the last years of the 20th century, Christ's message about 
loving our neighbours as ourselves might at last be heeded.’ 
 
And she would come back to that message when she was isolating with Prince Philip due to 
Covid 19: ‘We continue to be inspired by the kindness of strangers and draw comfort that - even 
on the darkest nights - there is hope in the new dawn. Jesus touched on this with the parable of 
the Good Samaritan. The man who is robbed and left at the roadside is saved by someone who 
did not share his religion or culture. This wonderful story of kindness is still as relevant today. 
Good Samaritans have emerged across society showing care and respect for all, regardless of 
gender, race or background, reminding us that each one of us is special and equal in the eyes of 
God.’ 
 
Of course, Christian faith is more than service. At the heart of our faith is the Paschal Mystery, 
the salvation that comes about through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the 
Resurrection, the new creation begins; the reconciliation of heaven and earth, God and humanity. 
The resurrection is a promise of abundant life here on earth and eternal life with God in heaven. 
And this vision gives us hope and strength to walk hard paths. Elizabeth reflected on this during 



Easter of 2020 when everything was locked down. She wrote in her Easter message, ‘This year, 
Easter will be different for many of us, but by keeping apart we keep others safe. But Easter isn’t 
cancelled; indeed, we need Easter as much as ever. The discovery of the risen Christ on the first 
Easter Day gave his followers new hope and fresh purpose, and we can all take heart from this. 
We know that Coronavirus will not overcome us. As dark as death can be — particularly for 
those suffering with grief — light and life are greater. May the living flame of the Easter hope be 
a steady guide as we face the future.’ 
 
As we remember Elizabeth this night, she would remind us to hold onto that resurrection hope 
found in Jesus Christ. She has died in peace; now may she rise in glory. Amen.  


