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Christian 

Credentials: 
Messages from 1John

Message 2: 

Sin, 

Forgiveness, 

Obedience
1John 1:5-2:6

The three credentials

•Theological: Whether one believes that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God who actually 
came to earth in the flesh; that he is God 
incarnate. (1Jn. 4:2)

The three credentials

•Moral: Whether we are obeying the 
teachings and commands of  the one 
we call Lord. (1Jn. 2:4-6)

The three credentials

•Relational: Whether or not we love 
one another based on God’s love for 
us. (1Jn. 4:8-11)

What this message is about:

John’s declaration that “God is 

light” has major implications for us 

regarding sin, forgiveness, and 

obedience. 

Purpose of  this message

To challenge all of  us to live in 

God’s light by acknowledging and 

confessing sin, while we practice 

compliance with Jesus’ teaching.  
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1. John’s declaration about God.

1John 1:5

This is the message we have heard 
from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light, and in him is no 
darkness at all. 

Psalm 36:9

For with you is the fountain of  life; 
in your light do we see light.

2. God being light relates to how we 
view and deal with sin.

a. Sin affects fellowship.

1Jn. 1:6-7

If  we say we have fellowship with 
him while we walk  in darkness, 
we lie  and do not practice the 
truth. 
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1Jn. 1:6-7

7 But if  we walk in the light, as he 
is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of  
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all 
sin. 

b. Sin is not to be denied but rather 
confessed.

1Jn. 1:8-9

If  we say we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. 

1Jn. 1:8-10

9 If  we confess our sins, he is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

1Jn. 1:8-10

10If  we say we have not sinned, we 
make him a liar, and his word is 
not in us. 

c. The power of  sin to condemn us 
has been neutralized
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1Jn. 2:1-2

My dear children, I am writing this 
to you so that you will not sin. But 
if  anyone does sin, we have an 
advocate who pleads our case 
before the Father. He is Jesus 
Christ, the one who is truly 
righteous. 

1Jn. 2:1-2

2 He himself  is the sacrifice that 
atones for our sins—and not only 
our sins but the sins of  all the 
world. 

3. God being light relates to how we 
live.

1Jn. 2:3-6

3 And by this we know that we 
have come to know him, if  we 
keep his commandments. 4

Whoever says “I know him” but 
does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 

1Jn. 2:3-6

5 but whoever keeps his word, in 
him truly the love of  God is 
perfected. By this we may know 
that we are in him: 6 whoever says 
he abides in him ought to walk in 
the same way in which he walked.

John 14:15

If  you love me, you will keep my 
commandments
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Next Step

Are you living according to God’s 
light? If  not, the remedy is to 
acknowledge and confess your 
sin, and then pattern your life in 
obedience to what Jesus taught 
and how he lived. 

25


